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Dean Receives Imagine Fund Award for Research at Marana Mound
Summary: The work will focus on the use of animals in practices at the site.
(May 23, 2014)-Rebecca Dean, associate professor of anthropology, received a 2014 all-University Imagine Fund
Award for research at the Marana Mound archeological site in Marana, Arizona. Her work will focus on the use of
animals in ritual and symbolic practices at the site.
Marana is the site of a once-large village, with a distinctive raised platform. The platform, an equivalent to a temple at
the time, was an uncommon commodity. People would flock to it, continuing to travel there even after the village was
abandoned. While there, they would gather for feasts and ceremonies. Anthropologists have since studied the remains of
the site to learn about the years of human habitation.
Dean has been working with animal bones for 20 years. Her interest in these remains stems from the variety of ways in
which people interact with and use animals (food, labor, company). According to Dean, the ways in which a person
prepares some animals for food, but keep others for pets or sacrifice, can reflect his or her ethnic background and
beliefs.
“I am looking at what they were doing there through the lens of the trash that they left behind,” says Dean.
Dean will be working at the Marana Mound site through the summer, identifying and analyzing bones she finds there.
She will be writing on her findings after returning to Morris this fall.
This project is supported by generous funding from the University of Minnesota’s Imagine Fund Awards.
Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to grow
intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and sustainable
educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for work world flexibility
in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.

