MRS. !VA ANDRES INTERVIEW
JEFF RASMUSSON, INTERVIEWER
AUGUST 22, 1978
This is August 22 and I 1 m Jeff Rasmusson.
if for us please?

Q:

Iva \volfe.
Q:

1-V-A \·/-0,..L-F-E, no, Aridres.

Could you say your name and spell

It was Wolfe.

A-N-D-R-E,..S.

And could you tell me when you were born?

In 1890.
Q:

What's your birthdate?

December 6th.
Q:

Were you born in Montevideo?

\Jell, I was born in Chippewa county, out in Rosewood.
Q:

And you've lived here all of your life then7

Practically. When I was a librarian, I was in Iowa City at the University of
Iowa. But I was only there for four years.
Q:

Were did you go to school?

I went to school in Duluth.
Q:

I see.

How many years did you go there?

I just went one year.
the University.
Q:

Then I took the rest of my time down at summer schools at

What vocation did you prepare yourself for in school?

Oh yes.

Q:

That was a normal school at the t1me.

I always wanted to be a teacher,

Was i·t teaching?

I taught for seven years·.

What kind of school did you teach in?

Well, I taught in the country and then I taught in grade schools in Granite (Falls)
and Milan and Clara City and then out in the country,

Q:

How many years did you teach then7

Seven years.
Q:

What cause you to stop teaching?

I was going to go ~way to school some more. For a year I thought, at least. And
then this girl said, why don't you take I ibrary wo·rk~ And I went into library
work.
Q:

And that's when you went down to Iowa then?

I didn't go down there first.
down there.

I was here in Minnesota for a year and then I went
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Q:

And how long were you down there?

Four years.

Q:

I worked at library work for four years.

What happened when you were done with your library work then?

My father got sick and I came home. Then my mother was alone so I had to stay
here. And that's when I went to work for Dr. Smith. I haven't had an interesting
... it was interesting for me, but financially, I didn't make too much money because I changed too often. Then I had to work myself up you know, everytime.
()_:
\~hen you were back in school, working in the schoo 1 , what was the school
building 1 i ke? Was it 1 i ke a one room?

Oh, out in the country it was always one room.

Q:

Do you know if any of them are st i 11 standing?

No, they're all gone. I think it's a shame too. There's only one school building that I know if in Chippewa county that has'been kept intact.

Q:

As a town hall or something?

Yes, they've done that. But the Fisher district out here, the man gave the land
so that his son who went to school there as a boy has always kept the school as it
was. They even go in there and house clean in the spring. Take down the curtains
and wash them. Just as nice ... you could move in any time. But that's the only
one in the county that I know of. The rest are either made into town halls or
granaries or something.

Q: How many schools do you think there were in Chippewa county when you started
teaching?
I think there were about 84 or 85, something 1 ike that.
Q:

84?

I wouldn't say for sure though.

Q:

You know, Chippewa county isn't that large.

But you taught in three of them you said?

I taught in three of them.

Q: Where did you 1 ive when you were teaching in the schools?
in Montevideo?

Did you live here

No. We lived in the country and I stayed at home. I taught two years in one
school and the last year I taught we moved to town.

Q:

The schools weren't very far from your home then?

One was a mile and a half and the other was a half a mile.

Q:

Then you didn't have very far to go to school?

Did you walk all the time?

No, I didn't walk all the time. They used to take me alot. The first year they
took me alot. It was a mile and a half. But my friend came out and taught four
miles away from our home and my father said you're welcome to stay here. But you
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had to stay in the district when the weather's poor because we can't go back
and forth after you. Then when she walked that far, I didn't get so many rides.

Q:

Did she walk that far very often?

She only stayed in the district one night. She should have done that socially
but she liked it at our house. We were real good friends in high school. When
we taught in the country school we only had normal school training. We didn't
know anything ourselves.

Q:

You must have known a little more than the students I hope.

We got along all right.
do.

Q:

I think they should still have country schools.

I really

Do you think the students learned alot more?

Any of the children that came into town and went to high school got along alright.
These little children that have to come in on the bus; I don't be1 ieve in that.
It's alright for seventh and eighth graders, the junior high.

Q:

But no younger than that?

No sir, I don't believe in that.

Q:

You just taught up to the eighth grade though, didn't you?

Oh sure. Well, one year ... I 1m ashamed of that though, because I really neglected
my own range, I had three boys who were freshmen who couldn 1 t go to high school
because their folks didn't want them away from home. But they went afterwards.
I did have those boys. But it was too much work for me, qnd I neglected my other
children. But the people told me I could do it.

Q:

How far was it from the school out in the country in to town?

Only five miles.

Q:

But you know, it was in horse and buggy days.

So I suppose it would take awhile ...

Well, we drove back and forth with horse and buggy when I was in high school.
Not all winter we didn't. We did it in the summer time, I mean fall and spring.

Q: When you stopped teaching then, and after your library business, who was the
doctor you worked for?
Dr. Smith.
Q:

Here in ...

Here in Montevideo.

Q;

Do y6u know anything about his background or training?

He graduated from the University of Minnesota and worked a couple of years at
Buffalo, Minnesota. Then he came up here. He was an excellent doctor and very
kindly.

Q:

How old was he when he came here?

Oh,
her .
Q:

don't know that.

But his wife stil 1 1 ives here if you want to interview

What were his initials, L.G.?

L.G. She's ninety years old and still drives a car. Not a lot, you know, I mean
she doesn't take a trip and stuff like that, but she can go anyplace around town
and to her children's places,

Q:

You don't know what year he started working here?

No, I don I t.
Q:

It was before you were ...

Oh, many years before.
Q:

How old was he when you started working for him?

Possibly, I don't know.

Q:
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don't know for sure.

And then you worked up at the clinic then for ...

Not at the clinic.

Q:

The doctor I mean.

Yes, the doctor's office.

Q:

For how many years?

For fifteen.
Q:

How many people worked there in his office?

Just you?

Just me.
Q:

But you didn't have any medical background?

Nothing. Well, I tell you, he sent me to the University to lecture courses.
those lecture courses were mostly for doctors and nurses.

Q:

But

And you probably didn't understand much of what was going on?

No, I tell you, I had really good luck because those men that were lecturing, they
knew that I didn't know those terms and everything. And every one of them would
go over their ... they'd talk and then go over the outline ...

Q:

... explain it to ...

They were really knowing people.
Q:

I mean they knew I didn't know anything ...

How many people were in these lecture classes that you took?

Oh, I don't remember that.
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Q:

They weren't very big then?

Oh, maybe they were. There must have been 20 or more. I don 1't know how bi:g
they were. Never thought about that, But they were all either doctors or nurses,
Q: After your lecture courses, did the doctor ever send you out on a call by
yourse l f7

No, no.
Q:

Oh gosh, no.

He just made you give shots or something?

Well ... went out and gave shots and things like that, But no, I didn 1 t know any~
thing. The work was interesting I think. But just as a flunky. I was, just an
office girl you know.
·
Q:

You just kept books for him mainly ...

Well, yes.
Q:

What kind of medical equipment did he have when you worked for him?

He had real good (equipment) for that time, I think.
better now than they were then.

Q:

Do you remember when he got the X~ray1

Oh, he had it when I was trained.
ones (doctors) used it sometimes.
Q:

Of course the X-rays are

He had the best one in town because the ot:her

You dcin 1 t know of any other equipment that he had then?

He had those machines for treatments and stuff like that ..
as much now I don't think.
Q:

What are they?

They, don 1 t use thos.e

What are they for?

\/ell, if you had a sprain,
don't know ... ! don't know what they do now really.
But they have a very good department up here at the hospital. ,.if you have anything wrong with you, if you have a sprained back or broken leg or something like
that, they give you good ca.re, But ! don!t k.now a,ny,t:hing about the treatments.
1.

Q: Did you notice, in the fifteen years you worked there, did you notice any
big advancements in the equipment that he h,;id? Did he get rnuch new equipment
ever?

Well, he got what he needed. Dr. L,R. Limo, Sr. and Dr! L.N. Bergh were the
doctors here besides Dr. Smith when I worked there, and they used to U$e his
things.
Q:

But you don't know of any new stuff that he would ]earn about?

Oh, I can't remember that.

No,

don't think he got much,

Q:
As far as medication goes, did you notice any advancement in the kind of
medication that he was eyer using? Or was it too gradual for you to not(ce1
No, I couldn't give you my opinion on that.
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Q:

How big was Montevideo when you first started working?

Oh, it was about as big as it is now. You know Montevideo is much larger but alot
of it isn't incorporated into the city. So it's just Rbout 6000 I think. Maybe
7000 now, I don I t know. I don I t know what it is now.
Q:

How many doctors were in town?

There were those three doctors here you know. And then Dr. Roust came afterwards.
He's still here; he doesn't do much ... he's by himself and he never went into a
clinic anything 1 ike that.
Q:

The other three were in a clinic then?

Two. oh, there's many doctors in the clinic now I'm sure.
mean there are seven
or eight. You'd have to go up there and talk to them because I really don't keep
in touch with things like that.
Q: How many patients did the doctor have?
Oh, I couldn't say that either.
Q:

About how many a day

So busy all the time.

do · you think would come in?

I can't say that either.

Q:

Did he

go out much on house calls and stuff 1 ike that?

Oh, he went out all the time.

Q:

Day and night.

Whenever anyone called him, I suppose he'd get up and go?

Yes, he worked hard. And long hours. These doctors don't do that now. They
have a day off every week and they don't work Saturday afternoon and they really
have it different. And of course they are working together; they have somebody
on duty. But they don't work long hours like those three doctors did. And they
don't go out either.

Q Do you remember any of the costs of how much some kind of procedure would
cost?
Oh, I 1 11 say I do.

Q:

An office ca 11 was a do 11 a r.

What did that include?

That just included the base price type of thing?

It included everything that was taken care of. Now you go to a doctor and they
charge you eight dollars and then they charge you for everything they do for
you.

Q:

But back then if was just a dollar for everything?

Yes.

Q:

Except maybe medication I suppose.

Maybe that was added on?

Wel 1, I don't know. They didnt' give medication; they _just'gave a prescription.
You got your own medication.

7
Q:

But the shots and stuff, was that included?

I think it was, I'm not sure.
Q: I suppose he didn't have as many people to pay around in doing the tests and
everything.
He never made half as much money. Then another thing; you know, he never collected
much. They educated their children well; they had all five ... out of high school
they went to college. They got degrees. They have a beautiful home and they've
always had a good living but they didn't make money like these doctors. Here
they charge you for everything. Even if you call them on the telephone and consult
them. Now many people did that.

Q:

They called him to find out what was wrong with them?

Yes.

Q:

And you didn't charge fhem for that?

No, he never did. Now it costs two dollars if you call up asking. But I really'
don't believe in that anyway. I think if you're sick enough to take a doctor's
time, you should go and let him see what is wrong with you.

Q:

People who come in to see the doctor, would they have to be pretty sick before
they would come in? I mean, would they practically have to be on their death
bed or something before they would come in?
Oh, I don't think so.

No ...

Q: They didn't come in with every little ailment either ... like some hypochondriacs
come in ..•
Oh, some people would. I '11 tell you from my own experience, my mother was great
on goJng to the doctor. We were sick when we went, but she thought it was better
to go once too much than not go enough. It isn't fair to be sick and then think
the doctor is going to perform a miracle. You have to have your heal t h in a way.
Some people wait until the last minute and another thing the doctor always complained about, they wouldn't come until towards night. Then when it got towards
evening, they'd get concerned. Not everybody would do that, but I mean some
people would.
Q: And I suppose he'd been up all day and working all day.
pretty ...

So I suppose he was

They knew they were sick all day, but they wouldn't think th~y were sick until
it got late. But he was a very kindly man.

Q: Do you remember any epidemics or disasters around here that took all of his
time for an extended period? Was there an outbreak of influenza or some kind of
disease that you remember?
Sure.
then.
good.

Chicken pox and small pox and diptheria and things like that were prevalent
That's when they first started shots for all that. Now they're really
I wish we could get something for cancer.
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Q:

If you did have an outbreak of small pox, what would be the normal procedure?

Oh, I don't know.

Q:

Did he quarantine?

Oh sure. People were quaratined. I was always afraid of diptheria.
walk on the same side of the street that I saw a sign on.

Q:

I wouldn't

It's kind of not walking underneath a ladder ...

Or maybe I did then.

but when I was a kid, I was scared of it.

Q: Aside from the epidemics, were there any disasters that stick out in your
mind? Like a big fire or storm ...

Well, there were automobile accidents. I remember right after I went to the
office, five people were killed out here at 17 mile corner. Big wide beautiful
corner. Like it is now days ... we had this family of seven killed here this spring.

Q:

Do you remember any cases of diabetes?

Oh yes.

Q:

Was there alot of diabetes?

tfoll, I don't know if you'd call it alot.
I just worked for the doctor.

Q:

I never was a bedside nurse at all.

Do you remember any real difficult cases the doctor had?

You mean like somebody that was sick a long time?
No, more like a sudden type of thing. Anything that he thought he couldn't handle.
Now what would happen if he had a patient that he couldn't do anything for? \</hen
he wanted to put him somplace else, would he ship him off to Minneapolis?
Oh sure.

Q:

Was there a hospital here?

We had the hospital here years before ... I think they had the hospital here since
191 O.
Q:

So he wou lid put them in the hospital here then?

If they wanted to be here.

Q:

Did they have a clinic associated with the hospital back then?

Well, all the doctors were at the hospital.,.

Q:

With the hospital, but I mean was there a group of doctors that had an office
someplace that the patients would go to or did they go to each doctor's place?

You went to the doctor of your choice.

Q: How much do you think the patients were dedicated to the doctor?
a real strong part of the community?

Was the doctor
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Oh yes, he was.

Q:

Oh, all three of them were.

So everyone depended on htrn for everythtng7

Oh sure.
Q:

Did the dependence go beyond Just medica.1 cc:1re'?

·Did they, e.xp.ect mi:rc1cle~ o.f

him?
Wel 1, I think they sti 11 do that..
doctor should cure him In cl couple
really sick; they dontt understc1nd
be taken care of. Most people are
too much of the doctor t thtnk.

Q:
No.
Q:

u

Do you have anything else to

They think wh.e n they, ~Q to the. doc tor th~t th e
of hours Qr sol At lea.st (n a. f ew dtilY,~1 The y~re
thc1t that's be.en bulldin~ up ~nq i:t'·s.: ~ot t;q
really sensible but the re ~re <=1 few th~t e·x pect

s~y?

suppose c1fter you leave I will, butl••
Thank you for the interview ~:

