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Q: Today is September 6, and I'm with Helen Anderson in h er home in Doug l as
County in rural Me lb y and we're going to be talking about th e area a
little bit. First of a ll, I! d like to ask when a nd wher e you were born ?

I was born . in Evansv ille township which is just south of here. No , I wa sn 't
born there, I lived most o f my life there. I was born in Eagle Lake up h er e .
My folks at that time had a homestead in Dakota, way up in the northwes t
corner of Dakota. My mother came here and I was born on her fath er's farm
right north of Eagle Lake . We lived in Dakota until I was fiv e y ears old
and then my father started a farm south of Evan sville. That's wher e I grew
up.
Q:

And what year were you born?

1910.
Q:

1910.

And your parents, were they both born in Dakota?

No, they were both born in Douglas county. No, my mother would have been
born in Ottertail county, right across the line here, and my f a t her in
Douglas county.

Q:

What was your father's name?

It was France Oscar Anderson.

Q:

He's Swedish, right?

Yes, very.
Q:

My grandparents were all from Sweden.

And they farmed?

Yes.

Q:

On both sides?

Yes, yes.

Q:

Your grandparents came from Sweden, right?

Yes, all four of them came from Sweden.

Q:

Did they:farm in Sweden too, do you know?

No .•. they were young when they came. They may have grown up on far ms . Now
I don't know about that for sure. Most everybody was rur a l t:h er e , so I
would say that they had rural contacts.

Q: Why don't we talk a little about being Swedish then and growing up ?
What
kinds of things do you remember that your family would do that wer e r eal tr aditions?
I suppose Christmas is always the thing that come t o mind first wh en th ere maybe
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was the most traditions. My mother was from a part of Sweden called Skona.
I mean my mother's mother, her folks. So then they had certain traditional
things. They would have rice pudding fo r Christmas desert. cold rice pudding
with lingonberries. Maybe you've heard of that. Lingonberrries are a fruit
something like blueb err ies. Always had lutefisk, some have it with melted
butter and cream graveyard some had a mustard sauce in it. Now, I do11't know
which was which. Now some of that was from my mother's tradition and some
from my dad's. Because (he) was from a different part of Sweden. There'd
b e meatballs of course. This was always Christmas Eve. I think it was just
naturally the Swedish traditions. We had our parents then on Christmas Even
always. That would be Swedish.

Q:

The food particularly though, was real Swedish?

Yes. It would be the lutefisk and the boiled potatoes with a white sauce and
melted butter and mustard sauce perhaps.

Q:

Do you cook that way too?

I did at first, but of course now less and les s people like to have lutefisk.
It depends on who you are going to have around for yo.ur Christmas Eve. Our
Christmas Even is a big meal real ly . Of course that'd be for your loca l famil y .
Then usually on Christmas Day perhaps a bi gger family. For rrwhile after we
had married ... on Chr istmas Eve you'd have your own local family and then on
Christmas Day you would bring the aunts and uncles to some central place and
you would have the group there.

Q:

Do you have any idea when your grandparents came over here from Sweden?

Well, fo r instance Harvey's folks, they homesteaded this very farm. The homestead thing was 1868. They came over here and it was paid up I think in 1870.
So this farm is 107 years old. It's been in the same family always.

Q:

And do you know where Harvey's parents came from?

Harvey's parents came from this country but his grandparents are the ones that
homesteaded here. They came from Sweden of course. When they came ove r here
they had four children. One was born in St. Paul on the way here so then there
wtre five. They came by cart and walked from··st. Paul (to) here. Of course
there was nothing here but wi~derness. I don't know what they lived'in at
first. But anyhow, th ere got to be nine children in the family. The rest
were born then afterwards. So Harvery's dad was b orn right here and he lived
here all his life. Harvey was born on this farm and he lived here all his
life.

Q:

Do you know when they built this house?

This was in 1929. Then we built the little house down there when Harvey and
I were married. 1936 we built that. We were marrried in '35. The original
house was between these two homes. The log house. Yes, that was halfway
between the two houses. I never saw that of course. There was a lean to
built against that of wood ·1umber, not logs. That.is still used for a
grainery down here.

Q:

And that was the home for all those nine children?

Yes. And also for Harvery's family. They lived in tha t log cabin unt il 1929.
You see, Harvery's dad married and they lived in that house too. It wa s Harvey's dad that built this house.
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Q:

Do you know if that family was connect ed with the church around he r e?

Yes. They were locally connected with th e Covenant Church at first.
that church was organized right here in the barn.

Q:

In fact

I was wondering i f they might have had something to do with tha t?

That church is in Evansville. It was located, oh, a couple three mil es south
of here. I didn't ever see it, but long ago they had a building there . I
think there's a school house or something there now. There's a home or was.

Q:

Where would tha t be now, three miles ...

Well, it would be a couple three miles between here and Evansville fr om this
way. Rone Enger's live on that spot now or some pl ace up in there where they had
this church.

Q:

What kind of church is the Covenant Church?

It's a mission church.
in Evansville.

Q:

It's called the Covenant Mission.

There's still one

So it's not a Lutheran Church?

Not that one. But then of course later in the late 1920's t he famil y joined
this church over here. This little one on the corner and that's a Luth eran ,
so they've been affiliated with that since then.

Q:

How long have you lived here?

Since'35.

Forty-two years.

Q: I'm interested in the church as a social institution too.
could tell me ab out that?

Mayb e you

Well, maybe it isn't as much a social institution now as i t was longer ago
because the community gets so big. But the schools and the churches used to
be the very centers of everything. I used to teach rural oun t ry school and I
taught the district here for several years before I was married. I also
taught after I was married, Of course, while that existed, it was kind of the
center of things here, besides the church.

Q:

Country school?

The country schools, yes. They involved different groups of peopl e of course.
The districts were smaller than they are now. So that (the school) would be
kind of the c enter of that area and the church would be a center of a combination of the schools.

Q:

Now what did you do through the schools1

Well, there was always a picnic in the spring. Always. Everyone came to
that. It was pot luck. They had games.
It was an all day affa ir, so that
would be the big event then. There would always b e programs. Coun try school
programs when you'd try to taise some money and also it'd be a chance for the
children to demonstrate what talent they had. I know I was great on that
because I like to work with children with things like that. So I can only
speak for when I was there I suppose. There'd always be a program in t he fall.
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At Christmas time we always had one. At Chr istmas time that would b e a free
one as a rule. It would be perhaps in the afternoon and it'd always have the
religious theme more or less. Then wetd try to have one in th e spring. The
spring and fa l l ones wo uld be more or less in the evening. You'd have a
b asket social maybe with it or play games outside and have lunch; it would be
quite an event that way.

Q:

What kind of ~~ograms would you have then in the spring and fall?

Well, in the fall it would vary. You would try to take thin8S that you had
been studying so it would correlate a little bit with your work. Like maybe if
you ha d studies about certain countr'ies you would try to have it gear ed so that
you would have foods or customs or whatever you had studied worked into your
program. So it would be a theme like that. One year I know I had t he sta te
fair. I had been down to the state fair and worked with 4-H quite a bit so I
was all pepped up about that. So I had this state fair orientated thing and
that was really interesting. The kids really learn ffiings from that because
they'd have to research things and then act it out. One year I had the musical
opera of the Hiawatha. I had to make it up because anything you brought
would be hard for eight grades. I had eight grades of children from th e f irs t
grades through the eighth. All the ages. You'd have to gear it to, adapt it
to them. So you'd have to make up your songs and make up yo ur Yvhole program .
We had a back drop painted like pine trees a nd so on for the background. Then
we had Hiawatha sing and all the different characters in that. That was really
interesting.

Q:

What district was that?

That was the district in Evansville (that) we did Hiawatha.
district 58.

Q:

It was 87.

This was

How long did you teach over here?

I taught one year here before I was married. Than I was back and taught par ts
of years afterwards. In Evansville before I was married, I taugh t two years .
Then of course I did help off and on. I can't tell you just wha t years.

Q:

How do you feel about country schools as opposed to consolidation ?

There are alot of things the kids are losing out on by not having country
school. I suppose they are gaining more than they are lsoing, but they are
losing many things.

Q:

What kinds of things are they losing?

Well, for instance, I think it's really great to have kids of different ages
learn from each other . Especially little ones learn from older ones by
watching them. Also the older ones being able to perhaps come in and help th e
little younger ones. That can be a reward sometimes. The seventh and
eighth graders could step down and help the little ones some t ~mes and they
would love to do that. But perhaps just-the fact that you were all to gether
in one room and working to gether ... something that I really can't tell you.

Q:

That's great. Maybe you could talk then about when you were going to
school . .• what that was like.

It was very much like when I taught school I guess.
rent.

Q:

The same kind of sociql events?

It wa sn 't very much diffe-
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Yes, very much the same .

Hadn't changed a bit.

Q: Do you remember specifically any lessons that you l earn ed?
empahsis on language?

Was there an

You mean when I taught or when I went to school?
Q:

When you went to school.

Not on language. I thihk there wasn't too much because everybody talked engli sh
at the time when I went to s chool. I did have one little boy when I wa s
teaching that came to school and couldn't speak english.

Q:

What did he speak?

Norwegian. I did have to teach him language. It was my first grader an d I was
a very disappointed gal because I thought I was a failure as a first gr a de
teacher. Because of the language thing there.

Q:

Did you know Norwegian?

Well, I knew a background of Swedish. Of course I can speak Swedish and understand it. So-of course that helped, but to get it across to him b esides ge tting
him to go ahead with the curriculum stipulations and keep up with t hat , that
was a problem.

Q:

Why do you speak Swedish?

I think it's good to speak more than one language.

Q:

I had it available to me.

Through your parents?

Yes, through my parents and grandparents.

Q:

Did you speak it at home?

Was it a second language for you?

No, we always spoke english. But before I started school ... well, I coul d
speak eng lish when I started school, but when I was small I couldn't speak
english.

Q:

It was your first language?

Yes, it was my first language. Mostly because my grandparents thou ght that
we should know it. Then of course I knew :.engiish fluently by the time I started
school.

Q:

You grew up on a farm too?

Yes.

Q:

What kind of chores did you do when you were young?

Milked cows and of course fed the chickens, helped with the chickens. Fed the
pigs. I didn't really have to clean the barn or do any of that too much. My
sister liked that kind of work. I really helped in the house more I guess.
That's about the way it .was. Oh yes. And then when we got a little older, we
used to drive the horses for the different types of machinery. We h e lped with
that. That was when I grew up because we didn't have tractors then. On the farm
here, of course, I did work with the tractors. Help ed Harvey with that.
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Q:

Did you have brothers when you were growing up?

He was eight y ea rs youn ger t han me so that by the time he was help i ng wi th
things I was gone away from horn. And I had one sister, she was four year s
younger than I wa s .

Q:

What kind of farm has this been?

Well, I suppose diversified is wha t you could ca ll it. Itrs alwa ys ha d dai r y
cattle. We've always had dairy cattle and small grain.

Q:

For this area that's pretty typical farming?

Yes. It's getting to be a lot l e ss dairy though b ecause farms are be"il):g run a
little different. Because you can't have these small farms anymore on accoun t
of selling your bulk milk. It's too much of an investment unless you have a lo t
of cows to go into the grade A and tht's the only way you can really do very
much in farming so that has changed it. I think there are quite a f ew far ms th a t
don't have milking or chickens or anything like that. Just have the grain now
you see.

Q:

And then where do they sell the grain?

Evansville or ... ?

Or Ashby.

Q:

Ha§ it always been ... ?

Melby used to be the great big place around here. That was before I came , but
Melb y was a big center here. There weren't alot of peo ple liv ing t he r e , but
businesswise .... it was closer to this area up north here, which the clos e st
town is Battle Lake and then Ashby over that way. But Melby was closer a nd
when transportation wa s horses, that coun t ed alot, espec ially in hil ls. So
they had a couple of elevators in Melby, they had a couple of garages, they
had a bank in Melby, and they had a couple of grocery stores, a couple of rest~
uraunts, they mad e ice cream, they had a creamery there ... yes, it wa s r ea l ly
quite a town.

Q:

Until when?

Well, I came here in '35 and there was one elevator left then. Whi ch was there
for quite awhile. I don't know, I suppose it's been gone 10 years now. Ther e
was a hardware store, one grocery store which is still there, the bank i s th e
steak house now. I don't think they had the bank there forty years ago when I
came here. I think that was closed by then. So I'd s ay a bout fort y , fifty
years ago it changed. I would guess it would be about that time.

Q:

Do you know why?

The transportation I think.

Q:

The highway?

The roads and machines to get to these bigger places.

Q:

Was there a fire in Melby at one time?

Oh yes.

There's been more than one fire there.

I'm sure they had it built .

..

7

Q:

That destroyed an elevator I believe.

Yes, that was the l a st elevator. That was burned up by fire and ther e wer e o t her
fires. I think th e hardwar e store burned up one time. But I think s ome of those . ..
that wasn't the reason it didn't progress anyhow. I t didn' t burn u p tha t much or
anything.

Q:

BAck to the social thing.

Did youhave dances?

Not a lot of dances becau se this was predominantly Lutheran. Well, they just
didn't have dances for the Lutherans at that time. I don't think it's strictly
that way now, but that' s the way I was brought up anyhow and it would b e true
to the community. As far a s the church goes, we didn't talk about socia l things
there. There they had ladies aid. Always once a month they would meet and in
the fall they would put on a church supper. In the fall they would always
have a church supper to raise some extra money . Because of the old church ove r
here not having a basement, well, we used to have it in the back pa rt sometimes.
But we had it in the Melby Hall too, and we'd have to drag all the dis h e s and
everything because of the better facilities. Then they would have a sewing
sale. Sometimes it would be auctioneered and sometimes it would be a ba zaar .
That was kind of a high light, I think, of the social life of the chur ch
besides these monthly ladies aids. And a Chirstmas program at the Sunday
School at Christmas time of course.

Q:

Did most of the people that lived around here belong to this church1

Yes, a big part of them did at that time. Then the church was struck by
lightening. It was one of these old fashioned churches with a tall, tall
spire and it burned down. Then at that time some of the people didn't want
to rebuild the church. So quite a few here and there joined a church in
Evansville. But a group of them stayed and rebuilt the church.

Q:

When was that, do you know?

About '55, somewhere in there. It was not too long after Harvey's da d died,
and that was in '55. That's the closest ... I can never remember t ha t date .

Q: So the church then apparently wasn't so important anymore as a so c i a l
center?
No, it apparently wasn't. Now they thought they didn't want to invest the
money in a small country church. Because the community by that time had
got that much bigger you see. Evansville had gotten to be more or les s th e
center. The schools had consolidated by that time and that changed the
whole aspect of it. The buses came and picked them up. That was the c ent e r
in there and that's what people felt. Anyhow the church was built, and it
was built without a debt too.

Q:

With no debt?

Yes, with no debt.

Q:

All from contributions?

Yes, donations.

Q:

Do you have any idea how people settled this ar ea?
people who knew each other settled •... ?

Do you know i f Swedish
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I think there was alot of that. I think a great deal of it was that way .
There were some who caCTe here and then others came bec ause they knew th em, or
knew of them through famili e s and things. I'm sure a great deal of it was
that way.

Q:

And this was people who were already in this country?

Yes.

Q:

Or people back in Sweden were told about it?

I think it was people that were here cornrnuni~a ted back .. . or they knew back in
Sweden that these people wer e here . It was either way I think.

Q:

... and then encouraged them to come?

That's ri ght. Well, they wanted a new horizon I suppose. They just came here
because they knew somebody in this area. The very first ones now I wouldn't
know. Like when Harvey's grandparents came I'm sure there were others here
already then. Because most of the ones who came over here first, like my gr and dad came to Evansville township. They (my grand-dad and grandmother) were not
married when they came here. They were younger. They came about the same time,
maybe a little bit earlier. I don't know now if they would have had any personal
contacts. Well, my grandmo ther had a contact, I know t ha t. But like my
grand-dad, if he just came as an adventure, I wouldn't be surprised (if) that
might be why he came.

Q:

What were their names?

That was Anderson too.

Q:

John Anderson.

John Anderson.

And the grandmother, what was her name?

Mathilda her name was.

Q:

Do you know her maiden name?

Johnson. You see at that time names were so different. For instance now if
my dad's name was John Anderson, my brother's name would be Johnson because
he is John's son.

Q:

It was still that way?

Yes, at that time. So that made it kind of hard sometime s to know for sure
about names. So my sister and I had a different name th an my brother.

Q:

Do you know who your grandmother's contact was?
lative?

Was it a friend or re-

It would've been a relative, I'm sure. It would've been a relcttii.ve, yes. I
think it was over at Kronbergs, over here. If it was th em, .i:hen it would be
relatives.

Q:

So they are an old settler family around here, the Kronbergs?

Yes, but not this Kronberg. There's three Kronber g families. The Kronberg
over here is ... was the first pastor at the church and his son is still
living here. He was the pioneer pastor. The first one that came b efore the

building was built. He had churches up at Eagle Lake and down at Holmes City .
He drove with horse and buggy and he had a whole circuit.

Q:

What was his name?

That was Kronberg.

Q:

His first name, do you remember it?

S.J. Kronberg.

Q:

Do you know his son's name?

Rueben. They were a large family and most of them are gone. He's quite old
now but he's still on the original farm where hi s father lived and was the
minister here. So that's kind of interesting too.

Q:

But you're saying that's not the one your grandmother knew?

No, that's a diff erent Kronberg.

Q:

Now do you know that name?

Well, the one that's living here now is LeRoy Kronberg.

Q:

LeRoy?

Yes, he used to be county assessor here and his dad's name was Jeps.
what his folks names were I'm not sure. I can't get back that far.

Q: You're doing pretty well. That's very interest ing.
were apparently scarce in those days?

But now

So the ministers

Oh yes, that's right. They had big areas. From Holmes City which is way
down south of Alex to way up here, oh, ten miles north of here and then everyplace in batween. That's a big area. Of course they didn't get around ev ery
Sunday then either. When they needed the minister, that's when he's ther e .
Then I suppose locally the lay men had to take care of it in between times
for the regular ... everybody had to walk to church. At first they would walk
to somebody's home. Maybe they went to different people's homes at first,
until they got a building made;

Q:

This Covenant Church, do you know where the minister came from ?

No, that I don't know. I don't even know if they had a regular minister.
not a bit sure they had a regular one there until they got to Evansville.
don't know.

Q:

Why did they go

to Evansville?

I'm
I

For a larger parish or something ?

Well, I would imagine it would depend on where the center of the most people
that were interested in that were. I would gather tha t that would be it.

Q:

I'm just curious about the type of church around here because it does n' t
sound like a very Scandanavian .•.

Oh yes, it's very Scandanavian. It's an outcropping from the Lutheran Church
again. That's what that is. The Lutheran's church was the first pr otestant
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church tha t broke away.
Lutheran things.

Q:

This is some tha t didn't agree wi th all of the

Is it more fundamentalist, do you know?

I don't think I can say that. That would be personal opinion . The church itself,
I think they are both fundamental as far as that goes. It would just be some
things that they didn't quite agree on.

Q:

Specific points?

I think they're both fundamental(ly) sound churches. There is one in Alexandria
too so it isn't that unusual to have these Covenant Churches. Yes, they're a
large group of churches too.

Q: Well, I have heard of them before. I guess I j ust didn't know what they
were. It's real interesting. I wonder if they have a church history. They
probably do have one written up and if they knew that it started here on the
farm •..
Oh yes, I'm sure they must have that.

Q:

0h yes, I'm sure they do.

Doctors must have been fairly scarce too.

Ye s, they were. We had a doctor in Evansville of course. The first one I
remember was Dr. Cowing. There was a Dr. Mecstraw before that, that I used
to hear about. But Dr. Cowing's the first one that I really remember by name .
He was here many years. And then Dr. Powers had a hospital down at Barrett, a
small hospital. The building is s till there, a two story thing. He could do
surgery and so on. Of course at that time babies were always born at home so
Dr. Cowing would go out to the home. Then after Dr. Powers came down that way,
they had automobiles. Then he would come up in this area too. People went
down there for surgery and tonsilectomies and so on. So that was the beginning
of that.

Q:

Was he there for quite awhile, this Dr. Cowings?

Oh yes, yes. I can't tell you just when he wasn't there any more.
a doctor after him, a Milo something ...

Ther e was

There's a Dr. Howg. I knov.- that we just learned about (him), who's been
practising for .•. he's 90 years old and he was still practiciRg.

Q:

That's in Elbow Lake, isn't it?
I think it was Barrett.
Well, I remember the name Howg or Bogie, whatever ... it seems to me was out of
Elbow Lake.

Q:

Maybe it was Elbow Lake then.

Yes, I wonder if it wasn't. I think so. Of course Cowing had this office just
in his home. I can't remember if he did have an office over some stores
maybe afterwards downtown here.

Q:

What I wanted to ask you about was home medicine, home cures, did you do
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alot of that?
Well, no, not an awful lot. I heard about them and know about them but I mean
not that we practised them alot. That was reall y more my parents or grandparents that do that more so .

Q:

What do you remember about it though?

Not too much of what they actually practised.
I've learned after ...

Some of it is more things that

BEGIN SIDE TWO OF TAPE ONE
This home one which I don't remember ever having used on myself, but I know it
was ·(used). (It was) a lard, unsalted lard. It seems to me it was turpentine
and it might have had some mustard put it with it and mixed up. Mostly of
what my mother used on us was the boughten mustard thing. And (you) had to be
very careful not to rub when you put it on because you would put that right
on your skin and then put thia,wool cloth on top of that,
Q:

Did it smell like mustard?

It looked like mustard, I know that.

Q:

And it was called "Musterole?"

Yes, "Musterole."

Q:

Brand name?

Yes. Just like uou have Mentholatum and so on. That was the name of there because I think there were different brands of it. Mostly my mother would use
Men tho la tum because that didn't ... wasn't as ca.ustic on the skin. This other
stuff you had to be very careful not to rub it or you'd be all red. Maybe
because you were allergic to it more than from the rubbing. I don't know.

Q:

And the mustard plaster, you said that was just ...

I never had it used. But I think Harvey used to use it on his back. He used
to have back aches. That was an oblong piece of cloth and you pulled a
filament off that and on this was a coating os something you'd heat so that
it'd be warm and slap that right on the skin. It said how long not to leave
it on longer than. That would become a poultice I guess.

Q:

What about dentists?

Oh yes, we always had dentists. I remember tht old Dr. Ea_stman use.d to be in
Evansville, the first one I remember. We always had dentists except maybe a
couple three years before this clinic that is there now (opened). Before that
we didn't have any. But I can't remember anything specific except that Dr.
Eastman was the one that was the.re when): grew up.
.

Q: So you never went through any kind of home, .. having your teeth pulled out
by a pliers ...
No.

Q:

I don't think my parents did ei.ther.
I remember one time when I was here Steve was takin g you to Battle Lake
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and you said you'd never been there.
Oh, that"couldn't be right.

Q:

It couldn't have been Battle Lake.

I must be mistaken.

Yes, because I've been there many times.

Q:

That's what I thought.

Yes, yes, many times. It must have been some other place.
where it could have been.

I don't remember

Q:

I don't either. It seems that there was something you were surprised at,
the flat, big flat country someplace.

Well, maybe it was a drive we took out this way. We went towar d Battle Lake
and then went east and then there was such a ... you know, it's so very hilly up
here. This is the height or the land, what do y ou call that, the Continental
Divide goes throu gh here . Then there was an area north, right north of there
not too far from here, kind of east of Battle Lake, southeast of Battle Lake
where there was a very level area, it could have been that big area. That's
such a large field.

Q:

There's a place just over there ...

Yes, kind of south of Clithero ...
Well, I though t thait was real interesting because I can rememb er your being
surprised at that big flat space in amongst all those heights.

Q:

Right.
And i f you're used to driving in these hills allyourlife ... do you know i f
there are alot of people in this area? There's sort of a myth that goes along
with the hill country that peopl e stay there and they don't get out much.
Q:

I'm sure there are some that are here and there.
skirts on this a bit.

Q:

We're kind of on th e out-

Of the hills?

Yes, of the hills. And there are maybe two or three famili es but not only
necessarily there. I think you'll find that all over. My sister works in a
hardware store and we were talking about general things yesterday and then she
mentioned a family that doesn't get out very m_u ch and come to occassionally and
kind of how their behavior is a little bit different than ordinary and they
live south of Evansville. So I think you might find that h e re and there, all
over, not necessarily in the hills anymore. This area is quite dif ferent
than it was when I grew up. I lived south of Evansville about thr ee miles and
we used to hear about this area and I of course though it was way up someplace.
Way up in the sticks we used to call it. We thought the people up here were
very primitive.

Q:

When you were growing up?

When I was growing up, yes. I don't think the older people thought that, I
mean the adults. But we thought the people from here dressed so funny; they
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had long skirts and they just looked very primi tive to us. We were much more
sophi sticated you know . But I think it was a little bit slower to develop
up here. I mean they talked Swedish up here or Norwegian . Closer to Evansville
and south of Evansville there was more english. But rea lly that wasn't a
dis a dvantage because the se peo ple had two language s and we had only one .

Q:

So it's a rea l Scandanavian ...

It's very Scandanavian here until you ge t over a ways and then it's german and
polish when you get to Millerville.

Q:

German?

Oh yes.

Q:

Do you have any idea how late they used Swedish among themselves up here?

Well, sometimes we still talk Swedish here. A few do and the children do understand it. They used to have Swedish language in the church over here for the
services. Then for awhile they had one service a month (that) would always be
Swedish. The thing that ended it maybe as much as anything is tht we coul dn't
get a pastor that could speak Swedish. So I'd say maybe in the early 1930's.

Q:

R~ally?

That late?

Yes. I sing Swedish over here quite a bit for older people for fun e rals.
want Swedish songs. We do have a bit of Swedish here once in awhile yet.

Q:

They

I think that's just fascinating.

It seems tht's why I don't know where to go with things with you because all of
this is very common to me.

Q: Right, right.
Baumhoffer.
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Yes, that's not very far over here.
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I think their name was

Q: Baumhoffer. Now those people , none of them hav e married, and they've
lived on that farm ...
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I know we visited a family up here.
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That's just north a little ways, isn't it?
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East more than north. Just over here, just a hop and a skip.
a brother and three sisters.

Q:

Yes, t hat's

Three sist ers?

And the one sister has been teaching in Minneapolis.

Q:

She 's back home now, but the other two have never left.
left and they farmed it together.

That's right and they still do.
still live th ere.

The son had never

I don't think they farm very much but they

Q: Yes. They didn't have any electricity in the house and no plumbing.
why I was curious, if there's alot of that.

That's

No, there i sn't alot of tha t.

Q:

Of course now they're not exac tl y backward ...

Not t hat they're ignoran t, but just that they lived a little differently.

That's what I mean. Maybe backward isn't the right word. They don't really
appear ba ckward when you see them away from home is what I'm trying t o say .
Some families are kind of different and they maybe have more of these modern
things and still because they don't take part with the people, they a r e that
way. So I mean this is different in a way here that they just don't have all
these modern things at all. See what I mean, that's differ ent.

Q:

When they do into town , they're not, you wouldn't pick them out ...

No, not necessar i ly. But some o t hers that maybe have more ·of-fhese things just
because because they don't take part in the community and so on, they appear
different. So we have both situations I think.

Q:

But this is connect ed with the hills, with the hill country too or ... ?

No, I don't think so. No , I don't see why it should be, because like this
other famliy I talked about i s down· south of town and it's not r eally hilly
down there. It's quite flat there.

Q:
Yes.

Q:

With adequate roads and transporation.
I think it's mor so the people themselves, the way they choo se to live.
Could you t a lk about the depression a little bit?

Yes.

Q:

What do you r ememb er about that?

It was the depression when I came up here to live, back in the middle 1930 's.
I don't know just exactly what I can say about that. Prices were certainly
different than they are now.

Q:

What about ... now you came up here in ...

'35.

Q:

Well, that was a ha rd time to get married.

Oh yes, it was. I know we borrowed a hundred dollars when we got married.
Of course we lived here and Harvey's folks ... HarveyLs dad stayed here and we
moved into this house. The mother and two of the daughters moved into a house
in Evansville that first year. Then after the first year we built the little
house and moved d·own there and she came back here. Anyhow so we didn -1. t have
to build a house or anything like that o_r buy a farm. But that hundred
dollars, it's kind of interesting, what that went for. I know that it paid
for Harvey's clothes, his suit. We bought our furniture. I don't know if
we paid for the whole thing. We paid for most of it with that. And you try
to do that with a hundred dollars now. Two rocking chairs and a t able and
chairs, and a bed and dresser ••• that's what a hundred dollars paid for and
that was new furniture at that time too. I've often thought qf that poin t.
Q: Reall y , that was well spent. A11iong the people, the farmers around here,
were they able to cooperate with each other during those h ~rd t imes?
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Oh yes, they did very well. At that time when it was threshing time, you would ...
the first years when we were here we didn't have a threshing machine of our own.
But things were not combined then. You would cut the grain and you would
shock it. The very first years we were her e th ey even stacked it, instead of
living it in the shocks in the field and having a big crew come up and pick
them up and thresh it like that. Are you familiar with what I'm talking about? That is the way they did it. There the farmer himself would stack it into
stacks and then it would have to what you call "ripen". Then after th ey were
through with those who did the shock threshing, they they would come and do these
and it was tall stacks of sheaves or the bundles with the grain out and the
butts or the ends in. They wouldn't have as big a crew. You wouldn't have to
have all these wagons and so on to haul it. Then after a while, I don't
think anybody did stack threshing. I think the r eason people did stack
threshing was partly because you didn't have as big as field as some others
so you had to wait too long to get your grain don e so then this way it preserved it better. I think that was one thing; you didn't have a big crew to
do it. Like when my folks ... we had many acres out there and they would thresh
for maybe two or three weeks with these big steam rigs. It was the steam
threshers then. We'd have a crew. You would perhaps have t en bunale t eams ,
that meant you had two horses pulling each of those. You had to have a
barn for these horses so they wouldn't drag them back and forth every day.
So §JOU would have all thes e horses there and sometimes they would be tied
up to the bundle wagon for the night with their harnesses off. Then you ha d
to feed all these people. We had them up in the attic. I know we pu t
mattresses down and we'd fill them with straw and that's what they slept on
up in the attic. Then there was a fireman, an engineer and a water man tha t
went with the crew besides these ten, maybe ten bundle haulers. And then
usuall y two grain people to haul grain, tow or three to' haul grain. The
fireman would have to get up very early in the morning to start up the heat
to get the steam going so they could start thresning by about 7:00 or so.
So you'd have to see that he got called, and got down, that meant eating
breakfast realy early for this one person. So it was . really quite a crew,
it would be 10, 11 , 12, maybe about 15 or 20 people. · Some of these bundl e
teams would be maae up of neighbors around, so you again went to their place
and helped them so that would take care of that. But the other crews were
sometimes people that came in. Then you had breakfast in the morning which
would be fried potatoes and salt pork ( you didn ' t have any veg eta1'i1e), I
don't think, but it would be, plus bread and eggs that we would feed t hat
whole crew. Then there was the forenoon lunch that was brought out. You
went out and had these in a basket and you had to wait for all the bundle
teamers to come in. Then at noon you'd have a regular big dinner. Pi es and
what not. Sometimes it seemed like the ladies were trying to outdo th e n ext
one. The (at) afternoon lunch you always had visitors. All the kids from the
nieghborhood would be there some afternoons. It would be kind of entert a in~ ment time. If the men were over t'nere working, then the ladies would come over
there so you would have a party almost every afternoon. The kids would come
and then the mothers woul'.d come. Then you had supper which was the crew then.

Q:

Just the workers ...

Of course after a-while some of them would go home earlier if they had milking
as there got tb be more and more herds of cattle and so on. Then they'd have
to go. So you didn't always have them all for supper after a while. Bu t tha t' s
the way I remember it from my childhood. It was a real party time.

Q:

I guess I ·':ve heard about the big crews and feeding them before, but this
part of the whole family coming over .•.
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Oh yes.

Q:

That was quite a thing.

Yes, I'm sure.

Sometimes it got to be a lmo s t a headache.

Then just you and your sister and your mother would cook?

Yes, that's right. It was work for my mother.
that it was fun for me.

Q:

Of course I was that small

Did she have help then?

Well, a· li.ired girl. I don't see how they could stand it. It was alot of work.
Then of course maybe it would rain. You'd have all this bread, you baked your
own bread. You couldn't go to the store and buy bread or anything. It'd rain
and youtd have all this food and no refrigeration to keep it. Oh, there could
be many complications at times. Or maybe they'd break down. You thou ght
you were going to be through in a hour or two and then there was a breakdown of
some kind.

Q:
Yes.

Q:

And you weren't expecting them for supper?
Oh, I can remember alot of things that would happen.
You mentioned refrigeration.

What would you use?

Did you use the well?

They would use the well. I was trying to remember what my folks did hav e, because we didn't have a well like that to put things down in. I think we used
it in the pumphouse where the well came up. Some way or other there. There
wasn't that much that could be refrigerated very good. You had to have good s
that you didn't have to refrigerate so much. Real y early there, when I was a
youngster.

Q: Otherwise, when they used the well, they'd just take the cover off and put
things inside?
Yes, if they had that kind of well. See, we didn't have that kind of a well.
I remember they had a big tank and we used to submerge things in cans in that,
I think we would keep pumping cold water into. I think that was the first type
of a thing - that they had.

Q:

You mother did alot of canning, I imagine?

Yes, yes. Because there was tlO canned meat. You had to can all your meat. I
remember frying pork chops until I was blue in the face helping her. I can
still smell them. I don't even care for pork chops very much anymore. Yo u' d
can them, and at butchering time it ~as really quite a thing.

Q:

They didn't have pressure canning, did they?

No.

Q:

So like pork chops you really had to cook for a long timeJ

Yes, that's right. You'd fry them. I can't remember putting them in the hot
water bath even. I don't remember that. You'd seal them with this lard on
top. You•d have to put a whole bunch of lard on top and you'd always let
them stand the right way up. This would seal them up real tight. That's the
way the meat was done.
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Q:

So they weren't done in a hot water bath?

No. I don't remember ever doing them ia the hot water. No, because they
would be so cooked. You know they'd be fried, ready to eat. So as far as
that goes, they were all perfectly well done. It was very hot when this was
all put in the jars and of course you had those screw Ball lids. You didn't
have the kind you have now. Had the rubber ring. I was trying to think ... maybe
you had to turn those upside down. It's so long since I've done that . . . . seems
to me that you had to turn them upside down. That the fat was at the top.

Q:

And the fat was inside of the jar ...

What would come to the top. There'd always be some fat because you'd fill
them up with juice and the water and the lard that was in the pan. Fry them
and then just put some liquid and fat. So there was liquid in it. I remember
seeing this fat at the top. So when you did that you had to turn them upside
down. Maybe the fat was on the bottom. Because I know there was always a
thickness of fat. It would be bound to be ..• maybe it was on the bottom and
just sealed by the hot stuff. That's the way it was done.

Q:

Did your mother ever dry food?

Not very much. She didn't dry food. I've heard about drying food, but no,
she didn't use that method. We didn't have an awful lot of garden, not li.ke
she had in later years. I don't think she had time for it.

Q:

Yes, I'll bet.

Do you know if people did dry food?

I don't think amongst the Scandanavians that it was a big thing. I don't
think so. She used to raise alot of beans. We raised white beans and brown
beans. She had many rows.

Q:

Dried beans ... ?

Yes. Dried beans, yes. I remember one time we had people, iITJnigrants that
would come over. Like there was this Swedish fellow. He had two brothers
that were over here and then the younger brother came. He was 1\elping mother
out. ' He was not twent y yet· and he was helping her plant beans. And I remember
her telling about this so often. Mnay rows of beans and you did it by
hand, making the rows and covering them. So it was getting toward s mealtime
and she said, now you finish up doing this. I suppose there was a little p6t
of beans left. The rows were there and he was supposed to do it. She tells
about how she thought he got done very quick, but he said, yes, he fin ished.
When the beans came up she knew why he got through fast. Put them all in one
place.

Q:

He didn't feel like planting beans?

That's right.

Q:

Did you ever eat pea soup?

Split pea soup?

Q:

That's a Swedish dish.

Yes, I had pea soup .

Was it a traditional food?

No. It wasn't really a tradition. We were not really a very "soupy "
family. Although we did have the bean soup more than the pea soup I think.
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Q:

I was just wondering becaue I know in Sweden it's the national 1 dish~
practically.

Yes, that's ri ght. Maybe th a t means they were tired of it.
soup more thaa- ·pea soup, I think.

No, we had bean

BEGIN SIDE ONE OF TAPE TWO

Q: Toda y is September 21st and I'm back in rural Melb y with Helen Anderson.
We talked about country schoo l a little oit last~time. You ha d some reall y
interesting things to say about it. Especially your feelings about how important it was for kids to go to school that way, so I'ct like to talk about
that a little more. The teachers that taught the rural schools, were they
generally from the community?
No, not necessarily.

Q:

They weren't?

No, no. Thinking back to the teachers that I had when I went to school , I
don't think a single one of them was anyone from the local community. They
may have been from the county, more of less from the county I think, bu t not ...

Q:

But generally it wasn~t people that you might have grown up knowing
their family or sumetn±ng?

No, not at all. In fact I think they more or less tried to not be in there
too much where there were close acquaintances. Sometimes tha t made more problems than if you were a stranger in the area.

Q:

When you taught though, did you teach where you grew up?

Yes. I did the last two years I taught before I married. That was in my
home school. I didn't have any problems. Of course I think that was more
or less a··myth as far as the belief that you couldn't tea ch in your own a r ea .

Q:

I see.

But it-was generally kind of held that you shouldn't do i t ?

Yes, that it'd be better if you didn't.

Yes.

Q:

That it was beneficial?

Did you find that it helped at all?

Or didn 't you?

I think it was beneficial to me. To the teacher I think it would be because I
knew more about the backgrounds of the children without having .. . i f you c ame
as a stranger, like when I taught in other schools, I didn't know a thing
about the families. It certainly is a help to know something about the background of the child. It would be a great help I think.
Where did the texbooks and.· so on come from?
curriculum?

Q:

Who decided that?

And th e

The curriculum came from the state of course. We had to follow that for
every grade. At the time when I went to school in the grades a nd tau ght
school, there were the state boards to take. So you'd better follow tha t
curriculum and you'd better teach it all or your children wouldn't have a
chance at the State Boards.

Q:

So the textbooks were standardized?
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Of course the teachers were the ones who selected the textbooks if they needed
new ones. Of course they had to be of a cert a i n copyright. They couldn't be
over ten years old. Well, certain bnes had to be ... I don~t know if Math was
as much. And language of course, we had called it language because we had
different suojects then. l suppose they call it English now. But we'd have
grammer and we'd have spelling. All thes e things are in one thing now whereas then there were perhaps the t wo ma in ones. The same way th ey combined other
things, sc iences . In th e s eventh grade we had to pass four state boards . It
was geography, physiology, I think spelling came in the seventh grade, th en
there would be math, arithmet ic it was called. No geometry at all in that
sense, and history. There wasn't any science in tha t test.

Q:

This was fourth grade?

No, eighth grade.

Q:

Oh, eighth grade.

You didn't have any science at all?

Not when I went to school. When I taught school, then general science had
come in. There weren't any state boards the la st years I taught i n seventh
grade. They all came in eighth grade I think. We had the combination of
sciences then so we d idn't have all these other little suojects.

Q:

I don't think we talked ab out how you were trained to be a teacher.

Well, I went to Alexandria. I went to ~oorhead first and I got sick. That was
the first year I was out of high school. Now wait a minute, I'm getting it
wrong. I went to Alexandria flrst year and f inished high school. That's
where I got si ck and couldn't finish'my year there.

Q:

What school was that?

Alexandria ha d a teacher training program. The hi gh school there. We did
our practice teaching right in the schools in Alexandr ia. The only bad
thing about going there was in order to get your credits you had to teach for
one year and th en you ha d your credit for teacni n g. That would be hard. So
you see, th e time I went to school there was lost being I couldn't go a whole
year. So the nex t year I went to Moorhead State and that's where I got my
teaching certificate, in one year. You could go teach then in rural schools.

Q:

What was the training like ?

Well, quite a bit of it was elementary subjects that you would have for
general t eaching at first. We did have a course in Psycholo gy of course.
And then how to teach. As far as I'm concerned, you learn mostly how to
teach after you ge t out and t.each.

Q:

You s aid that when you went to school you didn't learn any Biology?

Not when I wen t to school we didn't.

Q:

Did they prepar e you to teach Biology or Science?

When I did teachers training, yes, we had a Science course. I can't just
rem ember wha t the name of it was, if it was Biology or what. But we taught
Biology and when I taught school we had Biology . But we didn't really get
trainin g in each subjec t. We did practice teaching in the rural schools around
Moorhead and Fargo.
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Q:

WHat year did you finish a t Moorhead?

'32.

Q:

So you were out tea c~ ing during the depres§ion?

Oh yes, that' s when I was teaching, yes.

Q:

Was it hard to find a'job then to t each?

It wasn't real easy to find a job. I remember that I had several applications
in. It's so long ago, I can hardly remember it. Of course I did want to come
back and be in my own county somewhat. You see our salaries weren't very high
at that time. I think I had 70 dollars a month which was considered a~ptetty
good salary at that time. Of course you did everything.
You did janitor
work. The whole bit; it wasn't just teaching. And out of that I paid twenty
dollars a month for board and room. So then I had fifty-dollars left. Then
when I went over to my home school I sayed at my folk's. I felt I could take
a little less salary because I didn't have to pay as much board and room and I
didn't have to go back and forth from home and up there. It all helped. So
I taught for fifty dollars.

Q:

Do you know what the salaries were before that?

I would just be guessing.
around here.

Q:

I really don't know.

But that.is what t hey were

But did they go down quite a bit?

Yes, they did.

Q:

Now we talked about this being a real Scandanavian and Swedish area .
...
your home area too?

Was

Not as much so.

Q: So at school did you have sort of culturally related programs?
kinds of things at school?

Swedish

Not really ... you mean when I taught?
Q:

Well ...

I didn't then. We didn ' t do that because teachers who came in then were
not necessarily Scandanavian.

Q: Can you remember specifically any of the games that the children played
at school?
Of course the games periods would be the recesses. There was a recess in th e
morning and one in the afternoon, depending on how the weather was, if there
was any reason why the children should get out at 3:30 instead of 4:00.
Our school day was from 9 to~- Sometimes in the wintertime when it was bad
we would start school at 9:30 and go home at 4:00. This was not usua lly the
teacher's decision. It would be the weather and so on. But then our recesses
would be 15 minutes long as a rule, morning and afternoon. At noon we would
have either an hour or½ hour depending upon what time we closed and that was-
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our recrea t ion perio d. Wh en the weather permi tt ed ~ "k i t t enb a ll" was the ma i n
recreation. And then of course thre was the little ones. It would depend
alot on what a g e groups you had enough of to do things too . Kittenba ll, the
first graders and s econd graders didn' t ada pt to that very well . So we'd t ry
to keep both groups go ing. Oh, we,·had swings and things like that which sometimes would amuse them for awhile. And just the ordinary games like "drop
the hafldkerchie f" or in the wintertime, "fox and goose . " Just the old fasfiion ed
games that they u s ed to play , but kittenball was the main thing.

Q:

And when you went to school, was that ... ?

That was the same way. When I taught school we did have a county rec re a tion
pr ogram. So in the spring we had •• , let's see n ow, th e se l ong jumps, wha t do
you call them?

Q:

Broad jumps?

Broad jumps. So we'd practice on those , We made p±,ts and did th a t. Had some
nigh jumps. Had different kinds of races and we practised for this a gr ea t
deal in the spring too.

Q:

Then you had a county competition?

Yes, then we had a county competition, I for get what they ca ll ed i t , bu t for
ahile we had a mo r e local e limination with certain loca l s cho ol s . Then t he
winners from that would go to the county and we'd have a county winne r i n each
different event.
Do you r ememb e r when c onsolidation was taking place?
that?

Q:

A little bit.

Q:

Can you t a lk abou t

I was on the committees.

Maybe you weren't teaching then?

No. I wasn't teaching but I worked quite a bit with it. Eva nsville, t hat ' s
where i t was consolidated, I was on the fi~st s chool boa r d in this conso l idat i on .
I know I worked v e ry closely with it. Of cours e there were a lot of different
feelings and sentiments and ideas, pro and con. Alot of enemie s wer e mad e
because they thou ght it would be just terrible if somebody though t one way and
the other one thought the:other way. We had a few little feuds going on . But
I think both sides were right you know, looking back on it.

Q:

You can see both sides,

Yes, that's right. I think I could at that time too. But the thin g was, the
country schools reall y just di.d n' t have the money to have as broa d a program
as they could in town, I mean over all. The tex tbooks we r e expensive and then
another thin g , sometimes you didn't h,3,ve the time to sp end on all t he pro grams
like they could in town.

Q:

With all the different classes?

Yes.

Q:

What were you going to say?

I still think that there were so many advantages o f a c ountry school.

Al l in

all, I'd have to say that the consolidation does out balance the other though,
all over.

Q:

You could see the children in town actually having an advantag e ?

In some ways they could, yes, . I think they could. I can't tell you right now
exactly or specifically what, but in general I think they did. Although there
were things that they lost out on. I think perhaps there were more general
things of companionship and community feeling and close fellowship. It was
that type of thing that the country school was so good for. Of course the
younger ones learned from the older and each learned from the other, which
you don't have now either. I think there was more kindne ss shown in a
country school than there is in a school like this too. More like a famil y .
Were those the Rinc!s of things that people were looking at when they were
fighting consolidation? Or would they have other reasons too?

Q:

I don't think they were specifically looking at tl1at . I think one big point
was, and that of course did happen, they didn't wan t to lose their littl e
community. For instance, I think I mentioned before that the school was a
center of a certain little nucleus of people and the church here was the
center of a little larger nucleus. Well, those have now disappeared and it's
centered around the consolidated school: Makes it an area much bigger where
you don't know everybody in it by any means. They're strangers and it gets to
be more like a city area where you don't know your neighbor. Don't rea lly
care and share with them like they did in these smaller nucleuses. I think
that's the part that was lost and that peop l e felt would be lost. And it was.

Q:

The people were aware of that?

Yes, oh yes.

Q:

What about financiall y ?
people more?

What was the situation there?

Was it costing

No, I donit think it was costing more than it does now. It had to be duplicated in smaller areas and that way you see it would ... but per person I
don't thj_nk that ... that's what you mean, per person?

Q:

Right.

Per family.

Yes.

Q:

Was than an argumen t for consolidation, that it would be cheaper?

I think it was. I just can't recall. But I'm sure it entered into it. Tha t
it would be cheaper. It would be cheaper you see because on this side of
Evansville we had 1,2~3,4 districts maybe even more if you went out a little
further, 4 or 5 maybe. Each had to have their own school set up. That would
mean that books and the whole bit,·Iuel ... of course fuel would maybe cost
that much in a bigger building, I don't know. It was the textbooks mostly.
That would be a big duplication. Then of course transportation came in.
Alot of people didn't want to have their children ride on the buses so far.
Of course now we hear the same thing. They don't want them to go to Alex:arldria
or wherever. It's going to be a longer ride.

Q:

Is there talk of consolidating Evansville with Alexandria?

Well, not necessarily with Alex.

There is kind of a state wide movement to
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eliminate some of these smaller ones into larger ares, and of course Alex
would most likely be the place here for some of them.

Q:

When did consolidation take place?

Let me see now •.. if I had something to base it in exactly, I imagine it was
somewhere in the middle forties. I would guess somewhere in there. I
couldn't be more specific.

Q:

Maybe you could relate it to the war~

Let me see. Yes, maybe, because that was 1941 (when) it started and I did
teach down here during; the war. My certificate had run out because I would '·ve
had to have gone to school and I didn't tnihk I was going to teach anymore.
But I got a permit to teach because teachers were hard to get in the home
school. So I taught then. I would imagine it would have been maybe late
forties, perhaps in the late forties.

Q:

So you taught here, the Evansville district?

Yes.

Q:

The Evansville district, is ~ighty ... ?

58.

Q:

58, that was the number?

That's right.

The school district was 58.

Q:

So you taught during World War II then? Did you have special activities
that you did then that were related to the war? Like did you do kind of
patriotic programs'?
Well, I'm sure we ·did. I just can't recall that now, but I'm sure we did.
I just can't recall anything specific.

Q: Is there anything._else about the school how before we go on to sometfu~ng
else?
We had a county recreation program. There was also a county musical program.
That also went on when I first taught too, in the thirties. We would be
given, well, it varied, sometimes you were given certain selections. But
then also we would pick out what fit the different people as far as a vocal
number is concerned. Then there would be an elimination contest. There would
be county winners and all that. We also had group singing. I know the first
year it would depend on your school, whether you could adapt it to the part
singing. We had four part singing in our school because I happened to have
girls that could adapt to it and we sang songs like the "Italian Street Song".
I Rnow they did that one real well. That's not real simple. I thought that
was interesting, to do those things.

Q:

When you taught, had you had any training in music before?

I had taken piano lessons of course, because I taught piano.
for fifteen years.

Q:

I taught piano

Oh, when was that?

'ii

Well, I guess it's just five years ago since I quit doing it. I t aught
fifteen years at Evansville and then I had taught several years at home ,
when I came home here. But then some of the parents decided that it would be
easier to have the children come to Evansville and for me to come there too.
We developed a program there whereby I could have them at recess times and at
noon and earlier than school started or if they had a free period during the
school day. So I worked out a schedule. They still do that in Evan sville.

Q:

You weren't a teacher then?

You just went in ... ?

No, this is private lessons. Somehow the children are more in a learning mood
during school hours then they are after school. I found it real ly worked much
better than having them after school. Because after school ...

Q:

They were finished ..•

That's right.

Q: I know I've asked questions around this before, but now when you were
going to school, when you were young, were you allowed to speak Swedish in
school? I can't remember if we talked about that.
When I went to school, it was not so Swedish out in that area. This area up
here was, but not out there. But I don't t hink we were disallowed ever there
either to speak Swedish. Some families used it in the home entirely but the
children also knew how to speak English. I would guess that they would speak
either one just as easily when they were speaking among themselves.

Q:

In the thirties when you were·teaching, did you have chldren that would
speak Swedish and Norwegian?
I had one.

Q:

That was my first grader.

I think I mentioned that b efore.

He was the little boy that couldn't ...

Yes, that couldn~t speak English.

Q:

But otherwise?

No, I don't think so.

Q:

By that time people were speaking Engllsh?

Yes, that's right.

Q:

What was the nationality then of the people out in your area where you
grew up?

It was more Swedish I think, than Norwegian in the area where I grew up.
Swedish than Norwegian.

Q:

More

But you said it wasn't so much Scandanavi.an generally1

No, not by tha t time. What I mean is people were descendents of more Swedes
than Norwegians- at the time I grew up than a little lat er. I mean right in
my local community area, school area, But tl:ien maybe another neighb oring
school area would be more Norwegian descent. But it was all. English.
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Q:

Right, English speaking.
grew up in?

So it was a Scandanavian community that you

Definitely. Definitely. This whole area around Evansville was at that time
just as Scandanavian as can be. There were a few here and there of others but ...

Q:

Like German?

There would be a few families out in our district, south of Evansville.
think there were maybe two families that were German that moved in.

Q:

I

Otherwise it was all ... ?

It was all Scandanavian.

Q:

When you did go to school, would you speak Swedish with your friends?

No, after I started school, I spoke only English.

Q:

You mentioned that your parents would still speak Swedish ' in the home,
on occasion.
Perhaps, if their pa rents were there, but as far as in my home, English was the
language.

Q: Did your parents or your grandparents receive any Scandanavian magazines
or newspapers?
No.
Q:

They didn't.

Not in my home they didn't. Because you see, it was my grandparents that came
from Sweden. If they did at first, when they first came here, they had ceased
to do that by the time I grew up to know them.

Q:

So they weren't keeping contact ...

No, there wasn't much contact at al l . In fact there was more contact up here
with Harvey's family. Ues, with Harvey's mother. She did have contact with
some of her relatives in Sweden. Tha t was more so because over here a hop
and a skip to a farm here there's a fellow who came from Sweden much later
and he was a relat±ve of hers. He would upon occasion go back and visit and
it was in the same area she was from. I think that's how that was kept alive.

Q:

What area of Sweden was she f r om, do you knowt

Smaland. It wasn't Skona, tht's where my mother's folks were from.
folks were from Varmland and Smaland,

My father's

Q: Do you know if they would receive magazines and newspapers to keep up
with the news?
I don't think so, no. I tnink most of their immediate famlies were here and
that might have made a difference.

Q: The community of the church over here, was that Swedish pretty much a
hundred percent?
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Q:

Okay, we talked about how Swedish was used in the church until fairly
late.

Yes.

Q:

Are you aware of any rivalries, Swedish-Norwegian rivalries?

Oh yes.

Q:

There's been alo t of that, there really has .

How was that?

Well, perhaps the biggest awareness of it would be in Evansville, in the two
churches there. There was a Norwegian church and a Swedish church, as they
were designated. They had their own names. For instance "Emmanuel" was the
Swedish church and "Our Saviors" wa s the Norweig2n. But mos t everybod y called
it the Swedish church of the Norwegian church when I was growing up. Oh, when
I was young, I don't think there were very many Norwegians that belonged to
the Swedish church and v ice versa. But then after awhile they started to
inter-marry. I suppose twenty, twenty-five years ago you found maybe almost
as many Norwegians in the Swedish one and back and forth, so it got to be
less rivalry. But there's even a bit of rivalry today. Now they're united
into one.

Q: But would you say it's more superficial today?
hearted sort of joking?

Has it become more light-

Yes, that's right. I would say much more so. Although there are a few basic
good old Swedes and Norwegians that it's not that light to.

Q:

Then what is it?

I think it's just a traditional feeling with really not any basis. Just
something they've been brought up with and I dontt think they could really
tell among themselves just what it is.

Q: Back to these two churches then, do you know, where the large differences
between are, as far as ..• ?
They were both Lutheran. They were different s ynods. The language and the
fact (that) they belonged to different synods was the main difference.
There's not much else different.

Q:

Now are there Finns or Icelandic peopl e up here?

There are a few scattered around here.

Q:

Finns, yes.

Not Icelandic, but Finnish.

Are you aware of what kind of church they would belong to?

Well, I think they just belonged to the local church.

Q:

There were too few of them to form a community?

Yes, that's right. You really don't think of them as not being part of the
community. Nowadays we don't think of anybody as being Swedish or Norwegian.

Q:

When this rivalry was going on, would the Swedish peopl e pretty much stick
together against the Norwegians?

Well, as a body I d on't think it ever was that way. As a whole church, one
church against another. I don't think anything came out that way. It was
more personalities.

Q:

If you had Norwegian people living out here back in the old days when
there was still a division, would they have gone somepla ce else to church
or not?

Well, I couldn't say yes or no to that. It would entirely depend on t he fa mily.
Ana.if was not that distinctive because you were a Norwegian you couldn't go to
the Swedish church. I don't think so . No, I don't think there was ever that
harsh a distinction.

Q: The social activities, we talked quite a bit about that with the chur ches
last time. One thing we didn't talk about was political affiliation. Is
there a general political affiliation for the community?
BEGIN SIDE TWO OF TAPE TWO
Q:

What you were saying was real interesting all out th e people voting . ..

The people really studied the person and what he stood for. In connection
with the party too, of course, but more so the person's qualifications than
the party he stood for.

Q:

So you didn't always follow a party?

Not necessarily, no.

Q:

Are you aware of the Non-Partisian League?

Oh yes. I grew up with it. I was a teenager at that time. I remember
Townley. A,C. Townley was, I think, the head of the Non-Partisian League.
The t hing that I remember most about this all now is not political, but it
is kind of interesting. They had a big rally over by Lake Moses. There
were people from all over. It was late in the summer and I think A.C.
Townley was there and spoke. Of course I don't imagine I was into his
speech. But I think I r emember what was· so horrible about this , The an:iy
worms, I'd never seen army worms before. This was in the woods by t h e lake.
The trees were just full of these bags of; army worms. They kept dro pping on
everybody. Oh, that was horrible. That's what I remember about the NonPartisian League.

Q:

The people stayed?

People stayed, that's right:

Q:

Do you remember what he was like as a speaker?

I don't even remember what he looked like,

Q:

I don't,

When was that, approxima tely?

Like I said, it would'ie been around 1920. Someplace in that area. I' m just
guessing by my age. Oh no, it would have been th_e early twenties bec au se I
was born in 1910. If I was a teenager it'd have been in the early t wenties I
imagine.

Q:

But he drew quite a crowd?
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Oh yes, there was really a large rally.

Alot of people.

Q: Your parents, or your father, who ever was most political, were they pre tty
much involved in the Non-Partisian League?
Yes, they were. Very much so. I thihk the area was very much involved in
the N6n-Partisian League. That's where they voted I think. Oh, I su ppo s e
there were others. There always is in a community, a certain percenta g e. I
think by and large the biggest percentage was Non-Partisian League. I have
that feeling as I look back.

Q:

Do you think that those kinds of political feelings changed over the
years with people?

Well, something , maybe not the feelings. I don't even remember for sure what
they stood for so I really can't answer that. Bu t I know you don't hear
anything about the Non-Partisian League now, so they must have got i nvolved
in something else.

Q:

I was wondering if a more conservative view has been taken?

Well, I would have to know what things they stood for (were) and cm:1pare it
to the other before I could answer that quest ion. I'd just be guessing if
I said something.

Q:

Well, there's a large rural community around here and the Non-Partisian
League was quite a liberal movement.

•

Yes, I think it was. It was something that was kind of new at that time. And
like I said, I was not that politically minded and was a little too y oung to
know what the basic things were. But evidently it was something good for the
farmer. At least they thought it was good and so it would have been pretty
strong for awhile. But which way the different ones went afterwards, what
percentage went Republican or Democrat, I would have no idea.

Q:

Do you know Carl Iverson from Ashby?

Not personally, but I certainly know of him.

Q:

Were you aware of him throughout the years when he was a politic ian?

Not a great deal until I got to know his wife. She was a hairdresser and I
think I had some of my first permanents after I came up over t here. That's
how I became aware of him. Not politically now, isn't that terribl e? But of
course he was not really in our voting district for awhile and I thi nk that
made a difference.

Q:

He was originally from what district ... Grant and further west?

Yes, that I s right. We didn't vote on him so I think that's why I wa s not that
specifically aware of him.

Q:

He's quite an interesting figure.

I'm sure he would be. The first I became aware of him very specifically was
with this road business. Of course he would have alot to do with st ate road s.
We wanted this road tarred from Evansville or to the intersection over here
that goes to Battle Lake. It still isn't tarred the whole way. But he was

instrumental through strings he could pull we felt, bringing that road t hrou gh
Ashby instead of cutting across here. There was alot of hard feelings a round
here about that because they felt he pulled some strings.

Q:

You wanted it to go thr ough Melby, here?

Not through Melby.
Q:

Go right by here, the road was here.
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I don't remember numbers out here. So then this is a straight away. From
Kensington all the way through up to Battle Lake, which is a straight shoot
here. And we felt that geographically that was the way it should go because
there's alot of cross traffic here. Anyhow it was to his advantage th en
to make this big curve come around to hit Ashby and go that way. Ther e was
really the resentment about that. It's my first ai:-rnreness of Iverson I would
think.

Q:

He put the road in the wrong place?

That's right.

According to the people here he did.

Q:

I think I've pretty much covered the Scandanavian thing.
think of any of the old stories that used to go around.

Unless you can

Like I say, I didn't really get into the mood to concentrate on it.

Q:
r' 'J

r
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Who was it that used to tell those stories?

Well, Harvey's dad was very good at that.
Harvey was pretty good too.

He was a gem of a story teller.

And

Q: Were they Swedish stories that maybe were passed down do you think, or
local events?
Both kinds.
i .
'
C

Yes, there'd be both k inds.

So you would hear some stories from the old country?
Oh yes. There'd be things from there too . That's right, there'd be a ll
kinds. Like I mentioned, the~e were these enterprises in this paper in
Evansville. I think I mentioned that to you. It's no longer in existance,
but there were a couple of girls who interviewed my sister a couple of years
ago from Morris. So there might be sumething in your files on that.

Q:

What was her name again?

Mrs. George Anderson.

So you could check on that.

Q:

Your maiden name was Anderson and you're both married to Andersons. That's
interesting. I think what I would like to do is just talk about the Ha ppy
Sun Farm for a little while because that is something interesting that has
happened around here. When did you first become aware of the Happy Sun
Rhubarb Trucking Farm?
Well, that was at that auction I suppose.

There was a bachelor.

Wel l, he
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wasn't so old, but he wa sn't so young either. He lived and di ed there. Then
of course he had no family and it was put up for auction. Everything th ere
was put up for auction and that is the first we became aware of it, when it was
sold to Sharon Henneman , (now). Well, anyhow, Sharon, funny I can't think of
her name, I know it so well.. Anyhow I didn't know Sharon although sh e had
been brought up around Ashby. I didn't stay for all the auction. I was ove r
there, our church served the lunch. I brought things over there and I didn't
have to work. It was on April 29th because that is their birthday. How
many years ago is it now ... We always have a controversy about ... it's f ive or
six years anyhow, Harvey came home and said that the "hippies" had bought
that farm. "Hippies, who we re "hippies" and what's going to happen to us e ?
What's going to happen to the young people around here? And I thought, Oh
dear, you know, it's really going to be terrible. I mean, I was afraid it
might be, because I didn't know what was going on. Then other people started
talking about it, asklng me about things, and well, I didn't know anyt h ing
more than they did. Of course they got this bid to gether and paid their down
payment and I guess they had a couple of days to do it in, and so it wa s
theirs. Harvey was one to drive around and he was a v e ry friendly typ e of
fellow. He drove over there I think and maybe he bought something. So he
went over to get it or something so he met some of them. But the first I
ever met was Joe (who) came over here on bicycle. Joe Levy and it's his
dad that owns it now. Anyhow I remember so well he came on this bicyc l e . He's
of Jewish descent. He's Jerish and so he was just a little differen t , very
interesting, seems all right. And then Harvey would be over there, y ou know,
stop in there jsut of interest. I know he got a pump handle for them b ecause
they had a well but no pump handle so he s a id he knew where there was a pump
handle so we bought a pump handle so they could pump some water. And this would
have been Sharon that was there then and I suppose, Joe. I can't remember
who the very early ones were. Anyhow it was mostly Sharon that had charge
of it.

Q:

So Harvey, after he got to know them a little bit, he wasn't so worr ied?

No. I remember I went over with him for some errand of some kind, something
I specifically went over for and it was towards evening. Sharon was fi x ing
supper up at the house and there were lots of young people around. I th ought,
what's going on here? Sharon hollered at me. I hadn't met her and she
hollered at me, "come on up." So I came up to the house and she had on the old
cookstove. The old wood cookstove in that back kitchen. She had mad e r i c e
and was cutting up fresh vegetables. Now this was was from their ga r den s o
this would have been a little later. Maybe the last part of June bec aus e the
vegetables were very, very small, just barely big enough to use yet. She was
chopping them up and she was going to saute then and then have them with
rice. And these children were from the children's home in Fergus Fal ls .
They'd had them out there for the day, which I thought was interesting .
Brought them out there for a day out in the country. That was reall y my
first encounter with her. Since then, we've had a road across between our
farms which wasn't hard to get back and forth on. That first summer they
came over here and helped with the haying. Whenever we needed any labor,
hand labor, loading the hay bales, why we would send the word over there.
Somet imes they had visi tors. Sometimes maybe we had ten people of a ll sizes
and ages over here. Many times I would give them lunch. They didn't r ea lly
want any pay to amount to anything. Harvey would give them a littl e bit
because there were so many you couldn't start to pay the whole bunc h . Bu t
I'd give them a real'good feed. Many times I guess that was about t he only
thing they had that day. I didn't know it though at the time, but they told
me afterwards. So through that way there developed good feelings between
us. We got to be kind of the one between the rest of the community a nd th em.
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Q:

The rest of the community, were they still pretty suspious of these people?

Oh yes, "hippies" over here. Of course that first year ther e were alot of
. . " t h ere. But they were never permanent there.
h . k o f as "h 1pp1es
wh at we Id tin
They would be transients t ha t came through and stopp ed. In the cities, a t the
co-ops down ther e , I imagine is where they got identification as to where
these types of communes were. They could stop by enroute to somep l ace else.
As time went on, why I found out those who were not interested in workin g and
doing their share and making it anything but just a temporary thing, they
were not welcome over there either. So it didn't take too long til I
developed a trust in them. In fact I felt many times that they were more
sincerely trust worthy. Now I don't mean as far as stealing, but I mean in
feelings and emotions and caring than people that I had known all my life.
I could depend on them very much for any help I needed. Not necessarily only
labor but somet imes you need to talk to someone. There was this t ype of
communication that developed be tween us and we go t pretty close.

Q:

What do you think was the main problem for the rest of th e community?
these people were living to ge ther and they weren't married, right?

Now

Yes.

Q:

For most of t hem, do you think that wa s a big factor?

No, I think it was a lack of true information.
than anything.

Q:

They had a concept of what "hippies" were and what a commune was?

That's right.
about.
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Q:

Yes, I think that was more it

That's what it was.

They just didn't know what they were t alking

But the peol)le in this community were r eally scared?

Some were, yes . I'm sure they were. And of course they though t , oh, t he
drugs will come in and it'll be open house for all the young foen around the
country over there, which it was not at all. Not any more than you might say
of many local places around here. I think there was more danger of that in
many places that locally were established here than there ever was over here.
They pretty soon became aware that if they wanted to stay her e they wou ld have
to ... they just didn't want to have that kind of a word about them.

Q:

They were interested in working the farm?

This is real interesting I think because I'm not real sure. But when they
first came here they didn't have money and all they had was themselves to do
things with. They said , and I think they sincerely meant it, that they wanted
to learn how to live from the very scrap, from the bottom. The way the people
who first came over here did. So they wanted everything very primitive which
of course they had, not necessarily by choice, but because t~er e was no other
way to go. I think they though they were happy with it that way. I think this
is interesting because, then the next year it was a little better and then as
it got better, now they are just like the rest of the communit y. That's wha t
I think is a little amusing. They have air conditioning, they have elec tri c ity ...
it kind of amuses me a little bit. You know, in five years th ey are .. . But
like I said, I'm sure they were very sincere in wanting to learn these things.
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Q:

Did they start out with the house pretty primitive?

Did it have plumbing?

No, not at all.

Q:

And it didn't have electricity?

No, he didn't have electricity either.

Q:

And they wanted to live that way?

That's what they said.

Q:

They had horses.

Like I said, I think they sincerely thought they did too.
They were planning for farm with horses?

Well, that was Larry Zep that was there. He was the one that got th ese two old
horses and that was quite an episode. He bought these two old hors e s. I don't
guess he knew too much about horses, and whoever he bought them from really
gave him quite the deal. He paid pretty high price s for these horses that
didn't hardly have any teeth left in their heads. That was really quite an
episode too. But it was fun. We had a bobsled here and we had a cutter.
They hooked them up so they had fun learning how that all ...

Q:

Did they get any work out of them on the farm?

Not too much. A little bit. Th~ thing i s , there wasn't any machinery to go
with horses. So that was where the problem was. Some of our old machinery
was seemingly converted into using the horses, but then you had to get harnesses. Now there's more harnesses and things available than there was even
a hort wav bagk. Horses are not that strange out here, not for working, but
I mean, there are horses. But tha t all had to be got together. I mean, yo u
just don't get a horse and bring him on the farm and. farm. You have to have
the machinery that goes with it, and so some of our old machinery was used
for that and it is no longer in exi stance. But it maybe wouldn't have lasted
very long just standing there anyhow. So those are all the interesting
things that happened.

Q:

Is the land being farmed now?

Yes. It's being rented out, part . of it, and the T1ay land Joey is doing himself I think. But it is rented out to a neighbor.

Q:

He uses a tractor?

Oh yes, Joey has a tractor. I don't know if he has alot of other machinery or
not, but he was hay equipment.

Q:

A small tractor I suppo se .

Yes. He also has a beehive over there, a colony of bees. They have done a lot
of gardening over there. They do produce alot of their own food that way. Of
course the first year they didn't do much gardening because they didn'~ get
there til April and by that time ... How it got to be called th e rhubarb farm
is because there was alot of rhubarb there. I don't know how long a row of
rhubarb must be there ... there must have been a hundred feet. Anyhow it was
just gobs of it. So they cut this rhubarb and they sold it. Brought truckloads of it down to the cities.

Q:

Oh, they did actually truck?

33

Yes, they did. That's how it was called Happy Sun Rhubarb Trucking Farm . I
think it was on the way down to the cities if I remember right. I think Sharon
and Joe and maybe Mike was along. I think Mike, Sharon's boy, was instrumental
in getting part of this name together. That's how it was called Happy Sun
Rhubarb Trucking Farm.

Q:

What's really interesting about it I think is the way they moved into a
community like this which is basically in those terms quite conservative.

Oh, very conservative, yes.

Q:

As far as a new lifestyle.

Yes.
And it~s interesting that they've pretty much conformed.
Yes. Over a period of time and with not too much protest when they were able
to do it. But ttiey had learned what they wanted to learn. That's the interesting thing; they did stick by, through necessity, learning all these primitive, I call them primitive, ways. I know I used to kid them when they
said they wanted to do this or that, wash clothes and get all their water,
whatever it was, get from the basics of the whole thing. I shook my head and
said that's what I had to do when I started out. I said I don't want anything
to do with it. They thought that'd be a great way, so it really was kind of
fun working with them that way. I never did make fun of them because I understood how they really wanted to do it. But then the interesting thing is, like
I said now, that Joey has air conditioning in his house.

Q:

Have most of the other people left?

Yes. There aren't very many there any more. Joey o~ course has been there
all the while and he's the only one that has been there all the while. Now
Gail is still there. Gail Torky. She lives in a small shack close to our
farm that ·was on our farm for awhile. It was a line shack that Jim Jenkins
brought here. I remember that cold, cold day that he decided that he didn't
want to be this close to our buildings. He wanted to be more out so he'd be
way out. So he dragged it behind the tractor. our tractor, over the hills
and snow drifts. I though if that holds together til he gets there, why he's
lucky. He set it up out there and he lived in it. It wasn't insulated or
anything, but he did some work on it. Now alot more work has been done on
it. Donna lived ther e and she did alot of work on there. Now Gail has done
more work; she lives in there. It's pretty comfortable now. So I think
they're the only two originals that are there. There are the people renting
the big house now. The grainery was made over and it's quite comfortable,
interesting place. It was an upstairs and downstairs. They have a little
spiral stairway that goes straight up in there. It has plumbing in it and
the walls have been partially panelled. They still conform to only wood
heat over there. They don't have any oil heat. Now the people who are renting
the big house now, I don't know whether they're going to ... they'both work in
Fergus Falls and so possibly they will have oil heat.

Q:

The old grainery, is that where Joe lives?

No, he has built his own place, between here and those buildings by the lake.
So there is Gail's place which is closer this way, then there is Joe's place,
and then there is the old' ·homestead. So there are kind of three spots there.
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Q:

And someone alos lives in the grainery?

Yes. Now a girl from Evansville rents the grainery and lives there.
are five people living on the farm now.

She there

That's interesting. I wonder if more of the original people would,',ve
stayed if they would have continued to try fo do things in a primitive way,
do you think?
Q:

No, I don't think so. I don't think so, It just couldn't be done, that was
all. Without going out and maRing a little, bringing in a little money, they
just couldn't ...

Q:

They needed money, if they were going to do it, they needed money. Like
you said, if they're going to fa'rm with horses, they needed good hors es first
of all and then they need good machinery to go with.
That's right. And there just wasn't anything for that. Besides there were
the payments on the farm to make. So for awhile they had a plan whereby they
were going to pay or they paid so much a month and each of those living there
were to help contribute towards this. While they were trying to live on the
farm, they would have to work out different ways. They'd go out and help haul
bales. That would bring in a very small amount toward over a hundred dollar
payment a month. Seasonally it would go, but in the wintertime, what could
you do? So it just couldn't exist that way.

Q:

So then they had to go outside and get jobs?

Yes. Then after awhile the idea of them putting it all together and it not
really being .•. what were they getting out of it? That' what I think they
were thinking. We're doing this, and whatTam-I getting out of this for the
future? I think that is what struck them after awhite, Is this the way I want
to go the rest of my life? I think that's possibly the thing that changed it.
But it was not really what they- vanted to do because it was not really anyone
of theirs. It came back to the same capitalistic feeling we have as everybody
else. It's a form of capitalism.

Q:

The community wasn't that strong, the individual needs were stronger?

That's right, some fought against it. There are some who still would like to
do that. But it's generally pretty impossible without some backing. But
Gail wouldlike that yet, I know she would. But Joe, I think he's pretty
happy the way it is right now.

Q:

The people around here in the community, have they come to accept this?

I think more so although you do hear that's from the "hippie farm" and oh,
they're some of the "hippies". It's used more as an identification.

Q:

A description?

It's used more that way.

Q:

Yes, because I think that term has pretty much lost it's potency.

I work with Sunday School over here. That first year when they were there, in
one of the classes, and of course this comes right from what the family said.
There was a boy, he was maybe first grade or pre-school, and I don't remember

the conversation, but anyway I heard him talking to some of the other
children. It may"have been that there was somebody from the farm there at
Sunday School. I think maybe that's what it was. Anyhow he made th e statement, "he's a hippie." So I happened to hear it and I sa(:"down with h i m and
I said, "what is a hippie?" "I'don't'..'know, my folks say they're hippies ."
Well, I said, "I live neigh, or s to th em and do yo u know what I find out they
are? They're farmers . " I said , what are you and what is your daddy?"
"Farmers". Well, I said, "what' s what they are." TTiey live on a farm,
they're farmers." You know, I never heard it anymore. I mean to him it wa s
just an identification and it didn't mean anything. When h e heard that
they were farmers, well, okay, they were f armers. But it just showed, that
was just a little example of what children were hearing in different homes.

Q:

The children that came from the farm , were there very many?

No, there weren't very many, but they did have some difficulties just on this
point going to school, and that's kind of sad. That wasn't just locally
here. That would be in the consolidated school where he went. He wasn't
that diff erent, but if this was put into the minds of the children, "it's
a hippie," well, what's a hippie? "I don't know, but I'm scar ed of it!"
That's about the way it was.

Q:

When did you first hear the term, do you remember?

I think it must have been in connection with the farm here, that it really
meant anything to me.

Q:

I imagine for most people around here that would be a fairly frightening
thing because it never was given a good connotation.

That's right. Yes. There were some so called "hippie farms" that were not
that far from here that were not as pleasant as this one.

Q:

Oh really?

Yes.
Q:

There have been others?

Yes, where they were very destructive. We had two or three plac es, not real
locally, but not far. I know there wa s one east someplace.

Q:

Of Evansville?

Yes. They just wore down the building. They just lived there and they weren't
trying to make a living or anything. They just used the building and r ansacked it.

Q:

They rented it probably.

Maybe they just moved in on a vacant one somewhere too. I mean we did have
some of these kinds of things and that's what spoiled it for those who
weren't doing it. The reputation would get out and everybody would think
everybody was going the same thing. I know there were places where ·they had to
drive them out. Those were some of the transient typ e of ones that came
through here. That's what happened with that. So these folks over here
really never were hippies. The basic ones here were not really ... depends on
hbw you define hippie too.

.-
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Q:

But you're using it to refer to those more or less rootless?

Yes. I think that's the true meaning of hippie to most people.
the original definition is, I don't think I can say.

Now~what

Q: But to most people around here it would mean no roots and fairly destructive,
maybe self-destructive?
Yes. I think that would be the meaning that would come to people.
point, I never call them hippies.
The interview ends at this point.

I made a

