Mrs. Alfred Nygaard Interview
July 17, 1975
Interviewer: Carol Swensen
Place: Mrs. Nygaard's home
This is Carol Swensen. The date is July 17, 1975, and I'm at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Nygaard, at Wegdahl, Mn. And today we're going
to talk about what Mrs. Nygaard can remember about the Swensson family
and house.

Q:
Ok., could you start by telling me what your name is and your maiden name, and when and where you were born?
My maiden name was Cora Anderson and I was born on a farm east of Wegdahl,
and my parents were Mr. and Mrs. John Anderson.

Q:

Would you want to give your birthdate?

Oh, my birthday is December 12, 1897.

Q:

Are you related at all to the Swenssons?

No.

Q:
Ok. What are your first memories of the Swensson family?
you first get to know them?

When did

Well, it was way back, when we were children and the two families were
very good friends, and they were very good neighbors.

Q:

Were you close neighbors to the Swenssons?

Oh yes.

Q:

How far 4way were you?

Well, I suppose about a mile or so.

Q:

I see.

Did you play with the children?

Well they were older than we were, you know.
Q:

I see.

Yes, we were.

Q:

When they were in their teens, we were just children.

Uh huh.

Small children.

Q:

Did you used to go over to their house for their Bible School •••
Classes, at all?

Well, I didn't, but my daughter did~ later on.

Q:

And what did they do during classes?
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Well, they told Bitlile. Stor::Les and sang Gospel So.ngs and perhaps had a
short program where the children participated,

Q:

Did you come to any of their programs?

We used to attend their, what they called a Children's Day •••• in church,
every summer and we used to go and listen to that.

Q:
I see. What you talked about when you went over to dinner at the
Swensson house, what do you remember about that?
Well, we were invited to come there on Sunday, forenoon, in time for
services in that large hall upstairs and he preached and we sang songs
and he was very longwinded. (laughter) And you know how children are,
they get pretty hungry you know, and the boards got pretty hard to sit
on, but it was worth waiting for, because the Swensson girls were very
good cooks and we had a very delicious dinner.

Q:

Do you remember what you ate?

No •••• I can't quite recall that, but I know it was delicious.

Q:

Was it, did they serve a large meal?

Oh yes, it was a warm dinner.

Q:
Uh hu ••• I see, um •• ,.What else do you remember about the farm house?
Do you remember what it was like?
The new house, you mean?

Q:

Yes, the new one.

Well, yes I especially remembered what they call the parlor, what we
will call the livingroom now. It had lace curtains and a wool rug on
the floor which there wasn't very many of in those days; and it had furniture with a plush seats ••• on, and a settee with the same kind of upholstry. It was very elegant, I remember that •••• we thought it was
quite the thing.

Q:

They didn't use the parlor very much then, did they?

No, that was just for special occasions.

Q:

And what would be considered a special occasion?

Well, I suppose it would be if the pastor came calling, or perhaps a
birthday, or an anniversary of some kind.
(148-5 min.)
I see •••• You mentioned before that the Swensson girls were, well
and John too, were very active in the Sparta Baptist Church and they used
to h~ld Ladies Aide meetings at their house?

Q:

Yes, they did.

3

Q:

What sort of meetings were they?

Well, they had business meetings and they also had a program of singing
and reading, and they would invite all the neighbors and friends and
then they'd serve lunch after the program.

Q:

I see.

Did they have kind of convention sorts of things too?

Yes, they did ••• what they called a conference and that would be for, oh
perhaps three days and they cooked at the Swensson home and served the
meals in the hall upstairs. They had long tables and chairs and they
usually hired someone to do the cooking and then the members of the
church would wash the dishes afterwards.

Q:

Where did the people stay who came?

Well, they would stay with different members of the church overnight.

Q:

I see, and then they would come back to the •••

Yes, to the services.

Q:
Was it kind of like a, oh, Gospel Rally type of service, or it was
more to conduct business?
No •••• It was really a Gospel sort of service.

Q:
What else, do you have anything, other things that you can remember about the Swensson family, like what sorts of things did the girls
usually do?
Well, they did alot of embroidery and sewing and rug weaving and they
hooked rugs and crochetted and made all kinds of fancy things.

Q:

And did they just usually keep these things then and put them away,
or did they use them ••• or •••

Well they used them and I think some of them are in use right now, in
the home.

Q:

Did they give them away for gifts alot of times?

Oh yes, they did.

Q:
Do you remember when they were building the house ••• was it quite an
interest in the community?
Yes, it was. People were quite interested in it because th.ere wasn't
any home that was as large as that, and it was really the showplace of
the community.

Q:
I've also heard that they used to have quite alot of community activities up in their hall.
Yes, they did.
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Q:

Do you, cam you remember what any of the activities were?

Well, they did have-they showed a Norwegian play. It was in the form of
an old fashioned Norwegian Ladies Aide. It was people from a church up
north of Montevideo that gave it, and it was very good. They talked
Norwegian through the whole thing.

Q:

Do you remember what the play was about?

What was the story?

Well, it was a lady that had, oh she had fixed up her house, you know, in
order to have Laides Aide and the people came in, one by one, and they
sat down and after awhile they had devotions, like they would at any
Laides Aide meeting and they sang Norwegian hynms and read from the Bible
and then they would knit and sew and visit, and then after awhile they
had lunch.

Q:

Hm, that sounds like it was kind of a fun thing that everybody could
come to.

(280-10 min.) .
Yes, it was, really.

We enjoyed it very much.

Q:

Do you remember anything else that happened there?
types of meetings they used to have?

What other

Well, none other than those conferences and the Ladies Aide meetings.

Q:
Uh huh. What do you remember about their farm?
it as you remember it?

Comld

you describe

Well, Mr. Swensson was a good farmer and they raised good crops and I
think they raised alot of potatoes, I know that.

Q:

Did they have alot of different animals?

Well, they had cows

Q:

and horses.

Did they have sheep too?

Well, I can't remember that.
Q:
Um, I was thinking that, I know that he made his own-the spinning
wheels that the girls used to use and I was wondering, like maybe they
would have their own wool there, that they would •••••
That was too far back for me to remember, but I'm sure they did, because
I know that they used to spin.

Q:

Didn't he make a spinning wheel for you?

He made a spinning .wheel for my grandmother.
Q:

Oh_, I see.
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I still have it.

Q:

Have you tried to use it lately?

No, I havn't. I have it in my basement and I'm going to fix it up and
I'm going to give it to my granddaughter.

Q:
Oh. Did he do that often? Was it a gift to your grandmother, or
did your father have him build it for your grandmother?
Well, I don't remember that.
did uh ••• make it for her.

I was too young to remember that, but he

Q:

You said too, that they used to have alot of different plants in
their house.

Yes, they had alot of plants of different kinds. They were very fond
of flowers. They had pretty flowers outside of the house, also.

Q:
Who was the one that did most of that type of gardening work; do
you remember?
Well, I believe that was Emma.

Q:

Emma did that?

Yes.

Q:
Was there quite a division between what the women did, or the girls
did and what the other people in the family ••• do you remember?
Well I think Katie helped alot with the farm work. She worked outside
and she helped her father and I think Christine did the sewing for the
family and also Martha, when she was at home, but of course she married,
so she left. And I think Christine did alot of the baking too.

Q:

Did Mrs. Swensson spend alot of time outside, or inside, ••••

No, I don't think she did. I think she spent most of her time in the
house. She was a very small, frail looking lady, very gently, She
never had much to say. She was very quiet.

Q:

I see.

Do you remember if they talked mostly in Norwegian, or •••

Yes, I believe they did.

Q:
And then, did they have any of the Norwegian school classes, at
all, do you remember, or •••
No, I can't remember that they had that.
(377-15 min.)
They never taught any of the public school ••••

Q:

No, I don't think so.
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Q:

What sort of customs did they have, or like? You would maybe know
of, that are like Scandinavian sorts of customs; in relation to like
maybe Christmas, or any other, you know, special occasions of the year?
Well, I just can't remember.
entertained quite alot.
Q:

I know they had alot of company and they

Uh huh_.

Otherwise I can't tell you anything more.

Q:

Ok. Do you remember if they were quite active in the community •••
as far as, like did they take any interest in politics?

Yes.

Q:

Mr. Swensson wanted to run for governor one time.
Oh, I see.

And he bought one of those, what they call a stove pipe hat, you know,
and then they still show that. It's still there in the home.

Q:

I was talking to Emi.l earlier today and he said that he ran for
the Populist Party, I think, and he was a write-in candidate. And he
bought that hat just to, before, to announce his candidacy for governor,
Yes.

Q:

What did people in the community think about that?

Well, they didn't take to much stock in it; (laughter) but he was a well
educated man.

Q:

He never went to school though, here, did he?

No, not in this country.

Q:

Did he teach himself, then, do you remember ••• or, mostly •••

Well, h.e was a grown man when he came from Norway.

Q:

And then he, never took any schooling here?

No, not that I know of.

Q:

Do you remember when Martha was married, at all?

No, I really don't know when it took place. I remember my folks talking
about it, but I was quite young at that time.

Q:
Do you remember if Mr. Swensson went to the wedding ••• since he was
so opposed to his children being married?
Well, I don't think they really had a wedding; I think they just ••• went
and got married.
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Q:

Oh.

I;m not sure, I can't say, I don't remember that far back.

Q:

Do you remember much about John?

Did he go to school?

Oh yes, he attended Windom College in Montevideo.

Q:

And what did he take up there?

Do you remember?

I don't remember that.

Q:

He wasn't much for doing farm work.

Ho he wasn't really a good farmer.

Q:

Do you remember any of the children being as inventive as Mr.
Swensson was?

Well, John was handy with tools.

Q:

He made different things from wood.

Did he carve?

Some, I think.

Q:

They were quite talented musically, too, weren't they?

Yes they were; and John had a very good tenor voice and he sang in a
quartet at their church, and they also sang at other churc~s.

Q:

Oh•••• Did any of the girls play piano or organ?

Christine was a very good organist.
Baptist Church for many years.

She was organist at the Sparta

(490-20 min.)
Do you ever remember her saying where she learned to play?

Q:

I have never heard that she took music lessons.

Q:

She must be self-taught, then, more or less.

I think so.
W:
Well, did Mr. Swensson or Mrs. Swensson play an instrument, do
you know?
No, no they didn't,

Q:

They didn't?
they have?

Do you remember anything about the music box that

Oh yes, that is quite the thir>.g. We used to think that was quite a
treat when we went there to visit and he'd play for us.
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Q:

What sorts of songs did he play for you when you came?

Well, it was some gospel songs and some popular songs.

Q:

Do you remember if the children ever took part in any social events,
th.at were in the community?

Oh yea, they did.

Q:

What events?

Well, the.re were parties in the neighborhood and they would go to those.

Q:

What sorts of things did you do at a party?

Well, they played those old fashioned games and sang and well I guess
that was just about all they did.

Q:

What were the old fashioned games?

Oh, they used to play "Pig in the Parlor" and "Needles Eye" and oh, different kinds of games.
Q:

What's ''Pig in the Parlor"?

It's such a long time since I've played it, I couldn't explain it to you.

Q:

How about "Needles Eye" •••• do you remember that one?

Yes, they used to form a ring and then a couple would hold their hands
up, you know, and then they'd march through and then the song went like
this; that the one they choose, they should drop thei.r hand down and
they they'd be the needles eye.

Q:

Oh ••••• Something like "London Bridges Falling Down", huh.?

Yes ••• Oh there were other games too, but it's such. a long time ago, th.at
I just can't remember.

Q:

Did you get together very often?

Yes, we did ••• Oh they had surprise parties, you know, birthday parties,
and get-togethers; just social times.

Q:

In what you wrote here, you mentioned th.at the girls often cam,e
over when th.ere was a baby being born in the. community. Did the.y act as
midwives?
No they didn't, just to help out.

Q:

Just to help out?

Yes.

Q:

Were th.ere midwives at that time?
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Yes, there was.

Q:

Who were they, or how were they trained?

Well, it was
mother never
home and one
take care of

one lady that attended my mother, for each of us. My
had a doctor for any of her babies. We were all born at
of the Swensson girls usually was there to help out, to
the younger children.

Q:

Did they um, did the midwives learn their trade kind of from eachother, or •••

Well, I just think it came natural for them, to take care of mothers.

Q;

Was it kind of handed down from mother to daughter ••• um like did
one family have alot of midwives in it, or was it just maybe one, one
woman in a family would take an interest in that and then •••
Well, I think it was mostly one woman in a family.

Q:

It wasn't really passed down, then, not that much?

No.

Q:

Do you remember if the Swenssons were very much for home remedies,
for illnesses?

Well yes, I think they were.
(584-25 min.)
Can you remember any of the remedies that they had?

Q:

Well, I noticed now that there were bottles of liniment in the home.
They're still there.

Q:

(laughter)
remember?

Did they ever mix up any herbs of any sort, do you

No, I don't remember that, but they may have.

Q:

Do you know of any cures, like for whooping cough ••• or any diptheria maybe, or something like that?

No, I don't remember, but I know one thing, and that is when people had
colds in those days, it was usually a mixture of turpentine and lard,
that they'd rub on the chest and th.en put a flannel or a wool rag on to
keep it warm.

Q:

Did you ever have that?

Yes, I did.

Q:

What did that feel like?
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Well, it felt alright and I think it was good.

Q:

Did it smell?

Oh yes, it was quite an odor.

Q:

Um ••• do you recall any other incidents or stories about the
Swensson's ••• family? Any experiences that you had with them?

It's so long ago now, that I just don't recall any. One thing they used
to have, what they call the Mission Feasts. They'd have a pastor speak,
and a program and then they'd serve dinner to all the people that came.
And then after dinner they'd have an auction sale of fancy work, quilts
and things like that.

Q:
Oh. Was that kind of just something that happened in this area, or
was it quite a popular thing to do?
Well, all the churches had those ••• Mission Festivals.

Q:

Then the money from that went to the Mission?

Yes, that's right.

Q:

I see. What did the people in the community think about the
Swensson family?

Well, they were respected and liked.
Did they think them rather odd?

Q:

Well, they were a little different and they were kind of old fashioned,
if you know what I mean, but they were nice people, very nice people.
It sounds as though Mr. Swensson was pretty stri<;!t. ••

Q:

Yes.
Q:
He

In raising the children •••
was.

Q:
But I've also heard that he was also a real good person.
never abused the children, in any way.

That he

No, no way.
Q:

Uh••• can you think of any-thing else you I d like to say-?

(653-30 min.)
No, I can I t think of anything else right now-•••

Q:

Ok.

Well ••• thank you very much_;

i_t

was fun talking t9 you.
(see next page}
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The only thing ••• when anyone in the family passed away, then neighbor
ladies would go over th.ere any help them clean up the house, because
they had the funeral right in the home and the ladies used to bring food
over and help them out. The later years when they were older, you know,
it was hard for them to keep the house clean and the neighbors would
help t~m.
·

Q: They had wn, when Mrs. Swensson died, did Mr. Swenson act the minister for the service, do you recall?
Well, he did speak and then he asked each one of the children to pay
tribute to their mother.

Q:

Who officiated for his funeral?

Well, it was the .minister of the Sparta Church.
Uh hu, and they had that right in the home, too?

Q:

Was that all?

That you can think of?

I think so, that's all I can think of right now.

Q:

Ok.

Well, thank you very much. t~n.

(689-33 min.)
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