INTERVIEW WITH MRS. HELEN BURFEIND
July 17, 1973
Wheaton, Minnesota
Joni Kennedy
Q. Today is July 17, 1973. I am Researrch Associate Joni Kennedy, and I
am in the home of Mrs. Helen Burfeind, Wheaton, Minnesota. Mrs. Burfeind
will tell me the story of her life and of her father, George Gray Allanson,
and perhaps some of the things that happened in Wheaton during her life.
Q.

Mrs. Burfeind, what is your full name and where were you born?

My name is Helen Margaret Allanson--was, and I was born on the 4th of
July, 1901, in my father's home on the north side of town.
Q.

That's in Wheaton, Minnesota? ·

In Wheaton, Minnesota.
Q.

What were your parents' full names and where were they· born?

My mother's name was Bertha Fanny Johnson. She was born in Trondjeim,
Norway, came over here when she was about six years old. My father was
born in the log house; it's situated in Browns Valley, in the national park.
Q.

Do you remember what year he was born?

1871
Q.

Did you have any brothers or sisters?

I had two brothers.
Q.

Were they older?

One brother was older. He was born on their first wedding anniversary, on
the 22nd of August. His name was John Sylvanus. Sylvanus was the family
name. That was my grandfather's name, John Sylvanus.
Q.

On your father's side?

And the youngest son was born in 1910 I believe, and his name was George
Winthrop. That's another family name.
Q. Your father's side is descended from the Brown's that were here, that·
founded Browns Valley.
Well, this was on my father's side and the Browns are on my father's mother's
side. She was Ellen Brown.
Q.

And her parents were ••• ?
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Major Joseph R. Brown and Susan Frenier.
Q.

And he was the founder of Browns Valley, is that correct?

The founder of Browns Valley and Henderson was the first village he founded.
And that was named for an aunt. His mother died when he was just a youngster,
and his father, I don't know what you call it, they sent him someplace to
learn a trade. And they sent him to a printing office and his aunt felt
sorry for him and she took her horse and saddled it up and took him to
this place. Otherwise he would have had to walk all that way alone. He
was only thirteen years old. He didn I t last very long though. He -and another boy ran away, and they joined General Sibley's army. He was a
drummer boy when he was thirteen.
Q.

Where did he join? Was that a Fort Snelling?

Well no, he was in Maryland--that's where his aunt lived; in Maryland.
came clear across the country.
And so he came out to Minnesota to be a drummer boy? (Yes.)
you remember the date when he did go west to Browns Valley?

Q.

They

And do

My father?
Q.

No ••• Joseph, Major Joseph Brown.

No, he was one of the, he was stationed at the, well they had fur trading
outfits along Lake Traverse. And he was stationed there. That's where he
met1 his wife. She walked across the shooting range when they were practice
shooting, target, practicing. And a Mr. Renville accidently shot her in the
hip, and Grandpa carried her into· the building there, I don't know what you
call it, and after that they were married.
Q.

,That's romantic •

Yes. . I think that's in some of those stories you wrote about, that you
read. Maybe you didn't read it.
Q.

Yes, I did.

Did you1

(080--5 minutes)
Q.

This was at Fort Sisseton, was it?

No this was on Traverse Lake. On the Minnesota side. I asked my father
before he died where that place was. I never had the description. And
he said it was s.ome Pieowski that lived on that place now.
Q.

Pieowski?

' C.,

Where they had this fur trading post. And up above the trading post, up
on the hill there is a burial ground. We went up several times to see that.
It's just all kind of gone to pot now, but that's where they were buried.

Q.

And so your grandfather •••

My great-grandfather.
Q.

Great-grandfather, had how many children?

Oh dear. There was Aunt Lydia, and Aunt Mandy and Emily, they were twins~
And my grandmother, and Aunt Gustie.
Q.

Your grandmother's name was?

Ellen.

Q.

Ellen Brown.

And then there was Joseph R. Brown Jr. and then Sam Brown from Browns Valley.

Q.

So Sam Brown is your great-uncle?

That's right.
Q.

And your grandmother was Ellen Brown and Married an Allanson?

She married John Sylvanus Allanson. And he was from Maryland.
the one that used to say that Henry Longfellow's poem about all
little footprints all up and down the stairs were probably some
footprints. He and his sister used to play with the Longfellow

Q.

He was
the dirty
of his
girls.

That was your father's father?

Yes.

Q.

In Maryland?

In Maryland, yes.
Q. That's interesting.
you used to hear?

Did your father tell you any other stories that

There's lots of stories but they seem to kind of go in and out. I don't
retain them. If"something is said that reminds me of a story then I remember it. But to sit down and tell stories that he told me, I couldn't
do that. I'm not good at that. We had so much history when we were youngsters
that we kind of got fed up on it and now I wish with all my heart that I had
remembered them or written them down or something, so that we would have had
them. Of course ::we have his writings which are wonder;ful. Most of his
writings are ••• Well, he used to like to get the whole family together-that's Uncle Joe and Grandma and Uncle Sammy and whoever else he.could get
of the family, and get them to arguing and that's where he got his stories.
He would take it from there and then write a story about it. He was
pretty sure he was getting it straight then.

.

Q.

Page

'

Tell me about the home you lived in, the house.
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Was it big?

Oh, it was a moose! It was thirteen rooms. I don't know what he wanted
all that room for • . He had two rooms full of books.

Q.

That was his study?

His study and then what was supposed to be a parlor.

Q.

But he used it to do his work?

He used it for books.
Q.

Where are those books now?

There were some of the men whe.n I had my sale that bought the books and
donated them to the senior citizens to be used in the library here in
Wheaton. I didn't get what I expected to for them, but as long as they
went for the library, I thought that was a pretty good deal.

Q. What kind of care did you take of your house, I mean, what kind of
utensils did you use? You certainly didn't have vacuums.
We didn't have a bathroom, but we did have a bathtub. I sold that at the
sale, it was a wooden tub, but it was zinc lined and it didn't have any
outlet. Mom had to pour the water in and then dip it out. And it set .in
a little alcove right alongside the kitchen range, so it was nice and warm
in there.

Q.

Did you heat the water any way?

Well, you heated it in the reservoir in the stove. Had a reservoir in
the side of the i•stove. So she didn I t have to carry i ~ in anyway.
Q.

Did

you take baths once a week or more often?

Once a week. That was quite a chore, I mean, she wasn't too well, she never
was very well.
(171--10 minutes)
Q.

Why was that?

Well, she was an epileptic and so she never was very strong.

Q.

Did she hav~ attacks very often?

Well, they'd come for quite a while and then all of a sudden they'd l eave.
And then she'd go for years without them and then all of a sudden they'd
come back again. I don't know, nobody seems to know ,what causes it. They're,
working on it I guess.
Q.

Today with all the products you see in the drugstores you wonder how •••
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You wonder why they haven't found out what an epileptic really is.
It's some kind of a pressure in the brain, I believe.

Q.

Getting back to personal grooming, what did you use for shampoo?

Well now, I don't know.

Q.

I think just plain old soap.

didn't that leave your hair feeling, you know, kind of sticky?

Well, we probably didn't know the difference. Mama used to use a fine comb
on rny hair. My hair was real long, it was down below my waist. And
she used a fine comb on it because there were some of the kids in school
that had livestock that we didn't care to bring home. And that kept my
hair •••
Q.

You mean lice?

Yes. That kept rny hair real fluffy. I can remember one of rny girl
friends, her mother would put her hair up in curls every Saturday night.
She got curls for Sunday school. And I begged my mother and begged her and
she said, "Helen your hair won't take a curl. 11 ''Well .jt•.st try it. 11 So
finally she tried it, put it up on rags Saturday night. Gosh, I hadn't
even more than got down the street when it was just as straight as a
stick. otherwisB she used to braid it so tight that, I don't know, I
felt like I should be squeaking when I moved my head. But she had to do
that because I was such a tomboy she couldn't make it stay any other way.

Q.

When did you start school?

How

old were you?

I think I was, I don't know if I was five or six.
garten and then .first grade.
Q.

We went to kinder-

What was the school house like?

Well, the school house is still standing.

It's the same school house, it
was built in 1888, 1899. And, I don't know how to tell you, there was a
classroom for each grade. Each grade bad a classroom.

Q.

How many kids were in each classroom approximately?

Oh, there must have been

Q.

35

or

40

in each class.

That is pretty big.

Yes. They had a big school. I remember one time my youngest brother was
nine years younger than I was, eleven years younger than his brother, and I
suppose he got lonesome at home. And he just decided to go to school, I
guess. And be wandered all over the schoolhouse and nobody could fi gure
out who he was. Finally somebody took him up to the professor I s office. And ·
the professor asked him what his name was and he didn't tell him. And he
says, "Well, what does yout father do?" "He drives car. 11 He was just a
little tyke. Finally my aunt came' out . of her grade. _, She taught the eighth
grade, and that: was right alongside the professor's o.ffice, so she saw him.
So then I came Qut to take him home. He was a cute little kid.
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(247--15 minutes)
Q. Do you remember any reprimands that some of the kids got? Were there
spankings or beatings?
I don't think there's anything I want to mention.

Q.

Oh.

Not to you but others?

Not to others ·either, I don't think.

Q. Well, just in general would you like to say what kinds of reprimands
the teachers used?
/
Well, each year you know we had a different teacher and each teacher had
her own way of doing things • . So, I don't think there was any real hitting
or slapping or anything like that going on. I think that they were just •••
because. I don't think they could get by with that, even then.

Q. Did you have any kind of field that you concentrated in? Were only
general classes available to-you or did you take special kinds of classes?
Well, in the grades of course, you just took what you got, reading, writing,
and arithmetic. And then when you get up in high school, you had to take ·
four subjects and you had to take them when you could-take them.
Q.

What were they?

Well, my aunt insisted that I take Latin, I .don't know why. Well, of course,
it has helped me since, but I couldn't see why Latin would do me any good.
And of course you had to take English, and algebra, and then I went absolutely haywire, took sewing and cooking. My aunt was pretty mad at me but
then there was nothing she could do.
Q.

Why was she

mad?

Well, she wanted me to go to college. Be a teacher.
maid teacher and I didn't want to be that.

And she was an old

Q. Do you remember some of the things that you did outside of the school,
the social activities?
Well, of course we had our basketball.

Q.
Yes.
Q.

Was that a school function, the basketball team?
And then we had glee club of course and then we had an octet.
You were in these? You were in the glee club?

E was in all of those.
Q.

You mentioned once that you played football?

Well, that wasn't in school, that was outside. Our house was next to the
courthouse and we used to play over on the courthouse lawn. And even in
the summertime my father would, he had a tennis court marker, you know, one
of those chalk markers, and a net and we'd play tennis over there too. We
did evertbing over there, played hide-and-go-seek and p.om-pom-pull-away and
run-sheep-run.
·
Q.

Tell me about the basketball team.

Well, we had a darn good girls' basketball team.
beat at all.

One year we didn't get

(320--20 minutes)

Q.

How many years were you on the basketball team?

Four years.
Q.

Four years.

And how many other towns did you play?

Well, we played the Valley and Graceville and Ortonville.
about all.
Q.

I think that.'s

How did you get there?

By train, that's the only way we could get around.
Q.

There weren't very many automobiles then?

There wasn't so many cars--there was no buses. Oh, we felt pretty big
when we went to Ortonville. That was a long ways you know, forty miles.
Q.

How long did that train ride take?

Oh, they had to stop at every station, Dumont, and Collis and Clinton.

it wasn't very speedy.

Q.

So

And what time did you get home at hight, usually late?

We usually stayed over. The girls from like Ortonvilie, would each take a
girl home. But the boys got to stay in a hotel.
Q.

They're special huh?

Yes.
Q. And you mentioned that when you came back the whole town would come out
to meet the train?
Oh that was an every night occurrence, every night.
was down to meet the train.

Everybody in Wheaton

Q.1 Why was that?
I don't know.

They didn't have anything else to do, I guess.
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Q. Was that kind of like in the olden days when they went to see the
stage?

The what?

Q. You know, in the olden days everyone would go out and meet the stage-the stagecoach.
Yea, I suppose it's the same thing.
How long did that go on?

Q.

Before you were born, I suppose?

Well yes, the train was there before I was born.
But did the people always go meet it for quite a while?

Q.

Well, of course my dad because he was a reporter for a newspaper, so he had
to go down. But as soon as I got old enough then I realized that everybody
else did the same thing. They just wanted to know who came, who left, and
what was going on. You know there's some people who have to know everything.

Q.
In
Q.

What year did you graduate from high school?
1

20

'

1

21

.

How many were in your class?

Twenty, I think.

Q.

There was over thirty in our class.

Was it about half boys and half girls?

No, I don't thi~k there was quite that many boys.
But there was quite a few boys.
Q.

It was mostly girls.

Do you remember when electricity came to Wheaton?

No, I can't remember.

Q.

Well, when you were young do you remember using candles?

Well, I remember using lamps, kerosene lamps. I can reme~ber I had to clean
the globes and oh I hated that job! You'd take paper and •••

Q. You don't remember when, the first time they put lights in street
lamps for a~ound the town?
I can't remember.

I can remember the name of the guy that ran the el ectric light company. That was A.A. Johnson. And I could find the house
where he lived, but that's all I can tell you. Because when you're a . kid
the dates don't mean too much. But I think everybody in town got lights
just as fast as they could.
Q.

Why was that do you think?

(400--25 minutes)

It was more convenient:?

Oh yes. And then they all got washing machines and irons and they never
had those before.

Q.

Did you have running water in your house or was it outside?

We didn't at first, but we finally got that too, and a sewer.
Q.

Did you used to have a pump outside then?

Yes. We had a pump right out the kitchen door. And my mother always told
me, "Don't ever put your tongue on the handle." So of course, I had to
try it out and figure out why. I found out!
Q.

Shock?

Did you .get shocked?

No, my tongue stuck to the handle.
Q.

Why?

It pulled the skin off when it was frosted.
Q.

What did you do after graduation?

Well, when I was a junior I worked for the county agent. He had his
office in the school building. We had the first addition to the old
school house by that time and I had a chance to go to work for my dad in
the post office so that's what I did. I got more money. I was getting,
I earned twenty dollars a month working for the county agent. Boy I
thought I was some punkin'. That was a lot of money in those days.
Q.

Did you have to take a test in order to get the job?

Well, at first I just worked part-time and I didn't have to, but then after
they got in the second class, well, then I had to take a test, because they
needed another full-time clerk. So then I took the test, passed high,
and got the job.

Q.

That was the civil service test?

How many others took the test?

Just one more.
Q.

Was it a hard test?

No. Of course it was easier for me. Joe was older and he'd been out of
school for a long time. And I had just graduated. So it was easier for
me than it was for him.
Q.

Joe ••• ?

Joe Carlson.
Q.

He's dead now.

And he didn't pass it?
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He didn't pass it at all.

Q.

So they hired you?

I don't know, I never found out what mark I got, but I got the job anyway.

Q.

Did you find it easy working under your father?

I never had any trouble with him.

Q. Do you remember anything that the post office handled then that it
doesn't handle now?
Well, everything was different then. My job was the money order reports
and those had to be, --I typed them with a certain ribbon. And then they
were dampened and put into a btg book. And then there was a big wheel thing
on top that you pressed it with and then that was our record and then others
when they dried out were sent to the government. But now I guess there's
just nothing to it. They don't have, well, it wasn't like it is now. Things
are so ' simplified now, they have machines for everything and their money
orders are so much simpler now than they were then. But there's a lot of
reports to go in from the post office. We had to send them in every month.
And then when we went into second class why he was in charge of Browns
Valley and Dumont and Collis, I believe.

(483--30 minutes)
Q.

What do you mean going into second class?

Well, we'd do so much business. We were a third class office and when it
went inot second class why that's when we had to take this examination. It's
a Civil Service second class office. This was during the war and I guess
they were having trouble with some of the smaller postmasters that didn't
do their reports.right or something, so they made him the central accounting
office I guess, or something like that and he had to check over their
:i.~eports. And that was a mess, I guess.

Q.

Do you remember how much a stamp cost when you first started working?

Yes, three cents~ I remember when they made it four cents, there was one
lady in town that bought a box of three cent er.venopes and she brought some
letters in after, after the postage went up and we told her that she had
to pay another penny on each one. "No" she says, "I bo11ght these before
it went up." There's such smart people around.
Q. Next year it will go up to ten.
working at the post office?

Did you get married while you were

I was married before I took the examination.
Q.

What was your husband's name?

Williams.

Wayne Williams.

1-'age l1

Q.

And was he employed in Wheaton?

Did he have a job in Wheaton?

He didn't have a job period. He carried mail for a while and he did a
little of this, did a little of that. He didn't seem to be able to find
what he wanted to do.
Q.

And you have one daughter?

One daughter, yes.
Q.

And her name was Peggy? Margaret, you call her Peggy.

Yes. You see, when the boys were, my brothers were born, there was John
Sylvanus and George Winthrop and they were called by their middle names:
Sylva.nus and Winthrop. And I came along and they named me Helen Margaret
and then they didn't call me Margaret, they called me Helen. So I was kind
of mad about it. So I says, if I ever get married I'm going to have a little
girl, I am going to name her Margaret and call her Peggy. So that's what
I did.
Q. And she got married and moved to California didn't she? She got married
and moved to California?
She got married after she went out there. She went out to vis it her dad
after she got through college. That's when I quit working in the post
office. I quit so that I would have the pension_to pay for her college
education. And after she graduated from college why she came home to
visit grandma and grandpa and her dad was here from California . So she went
back to California with him and she never came back. She married a Minnesota
boy though, he's from up around Brainerd.
Q.

Now she has how many children?

She has nine youngsters.
Q.

And you have nine grandchildren.

And how many great-grandchildren?

(560--35 minutes)
Five and a half.
Q. Your father was George Gray Allanson. Tell me about him. He's a pretty
important man in Browns Valley, in the whole of Traverse County.
Well, he loved history, and it's just too bad that they didn't pay more
attention to him while he was living, because he had got all this material
and now they're clamoring for it and they can't get it.
Q.

Where was he born?

In the log house in the valley. See that was his grandfather's hou.se.
That's before Sam Brown took over.
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Q.

And he grew up in Browns Valley?

Well, they went to Henderson after that.
Q.

That's down in Sibley County.

And he went to school there then?

Yes, that I s where he went to school and graduated from high school. He
was the only boy, I guess in the senior class and he was valedictorian.
Q.

How many girls were there?

I don't know, there was five or six ••
Q.

Oh, it was a small class then.

Oh yes.
Q.

Well, that was a pretty good-size class for then.

He went back to Browns Valley after graduation?

After he graduated be went to Browns Valley and he worked for Mr. Foote
that ran the Footprints in Browns Valley, and then Mr. Foote died. Herb
Marshall bought the Footprints and then Papa and Herb talked it over and decided that Papa would buy in with him and they'd move up to Wheaton. So
that's what they did. Then a short time afterwards, why Herb was elected
clerk of court and he gave up the printing business and Papa took over.
Q.

And when did your father mari---.r, or when did he meet your mother?

Well, he met her at a dance up in the courthouse.
Q.

They had dances up there?

Yes. They didn't have any dance hall. And Mama said that all the girls
were excited because he was an Indian boy. He had a eighth, or was it a .
sixteenth? No, an eighth Indian. That isn't very much but it was just
the idea of being an Indian boy. So they were all anxious to meet him.
And they used to call him Slim. I never could see that because he was
always heavy ever since I can remember.
Q.

Did you ever ·.ask him if he was slim, you know?

Well, he was. I :seen pictures of him where he was. He had a mustache
too. Mama didn't like that so he had to shave it off.
Q.

How long did they date?

That I don't know.
Q.

But it wasn't too long.

Did he build the house, your house there, right away?

( 640--40 minutes)
Well, no. He bought a little bit of a house, it was just two rooms. And
he moved it on th~ lot. He bought the lot and then he moved this little
house on the lot and then he built on ot it. I was, oh, I guess maybe I
was about four or five years old when he built the house.
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Q. He was the owner of the Footprints then?
he was the owner?

Did he have any helpers while

Yes. He had to have help. We used to go down--well the paper came out on
Friday and we used to go down Tursday, my brother and my mother and ' I, and
fold papers so that they could get them out on Friday.
Q.

Were they hard to fold?

Oh no. No they came out in a big flat ••• well, just like thay are now.
You open a paper up.
Q.

Did your father - oh go ahead.

No. If you get used to folding them it goes pretty good.
could do it why it couldn't be very hard.

If us kids

Q. Did your father have any special problems while he was editor with--I
don't lmow--stories or with reporters?

Well, he was working at a ••• well, it was kind of hard for him because he
was a Democrat and there wasn't very many Democrats in the county and there
was a Republican paper here. There were two papers in this town.
Q.

What was the other?

It was the Gazette.
Q.

Gazette, that's right.

And that was Republican. And of course he nidn 1 t have a great deal of money
to start with in the first place and he just got nicely settled in Wheaton
and bought a new press and everything and there was a fire in the building.
And people today still fear that that fire was set. But he didn't have a
cent of insurance because he'd just got set up. So he lost everything and
he had to start all over again.
Q.

How did he do that, borrow?

I suppose he borrowed, I don't know.
Q.

He didn't suspect anyone though did he?

Oh, he didn't. There wasn't anything he could do. But, I've talked to the
nephew of the fellow they thought set it and he says that he believes he
set it. He said he was just crooked enough to do that.
Q.

So your father was a strong Democrat and was he active politically?

Oh yes, yes.
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Q.

But Wheaton, there were mostly Republicans here?

Yes; it was very much Republican.

(720--45 minutes)
Q.

Was he ever a delegate to the state or the county conventions?

Yes, he was. He got a prize one year for being the fattest man there, at
the national convention. He came home with a quart of wine. A"nd he was
a tee-totaller himself, but he got a big kick out of it. I don't know what
happened to that bottle, I never saw it.

Q.

Tee-totaller means what?

Tee-totaller, yes.

Q.

Does that stand for •••

That means .he wouldn't take a ~ringk.

Does it stand for anything in particular?

Didn't you ever hear that before? My goodness.

Q.

Did he campaign for anyone?

Oh yes.

He campaigned for every Democrat that ran for office.

Q. For the state.
elections?
Oh yes.
do.

Q.

Did he campaign for the congressmen and the presidential

Of course he was in the newspaper business you know and they aiways

Did he gain any support do you think from the Republican side?

Well, I don't know. Some of his men got in. Of course in a county election
the party doesn't mean an awful lot because, well I don't know, people know
people by meeting them and working with them you know instead of what party
they belong to like they do the big guys.

Q. Did he approve of Roosevelt's third and fourth term, do you remember
anything?
Oh yes. He was a Roosevelt man. He had several letters from Roosevel t.
My daughter had them now. She gets so mad at me because I don't write to
Humphrey and I get a Christmas card from Hupmphrey every Christmas. And I've
never got his signature and she says you ought to write to him; everybody's
told me write to him and he'll sign one for you. But I never had the nerv~.

Q.

Tell me how your father met Humphrey.

Well, of course through the newspaper he'd meet him. He was here for several
meetings and people would have him for dinner. My dad was always invited.
And then one time when they had a shoot out atGraceville, Mr. Schobert, Soberg,
no, Mr. Schoberg, Sauba - that's it. He used to teach here and then .he took

over the lumber yeard in Graceville and he was a trap-shooter. And he had
charge of this shoot. And he came out and got Dad to write up a little
booklet of the early history, you know, and Papa told about the Indians
being at Lake Toqua, and that's pretty. near dried up now I guess. And I
know Humphrey said that he would like to meet my father. He was on the
stand. I think that was the day that my father got his first stroke becaus13 it was terribly hot and he said, "Helen, I just can't get up on that
platform," he says, "You'll have to take over for me." So here I was sitting up here right alonside of Mr. Humphrey. I didn't have a hat on, and
boy my nose was burnt and my arms were burnt. But, he said that he would
like to meet the man that wrote that history. And I says,"I'll take you
down right now," because he was sitting in the car right below the stand. ·
So he went down and him, stood and visited with him for · a while.
Q.

You gave your father's speech then?

(820--50 minutes)

Oh no, I didn't have to speak.
to do that.
Q.

Oh.

Oh, I wouldn't have been there if I'd had .

Wasn't the speech given then?

Yes. No, we were just, they were guys that worked for him like what was
that guy's name from Graceville? Some Irishman. I didn't think I'd ever
forget him. Well, anyway, and the big bunch that worked with him, you know,
were all on the platform. But they didn't any of them talk. Humphrey's
the only one that talked.
Q.

So now Humphrey sends you a Christmas card every year.

Now I get a Christmas card every year.
Q.

That's pretty nice.

And I send them after I get them, I send them to Peggy and she puts them
in the family Bible. I got one when I was out there it was forwarded to
me. I was out there one Christmas. She had to show it to everybody around
there.
Q. It's pretty important. Your father was also active in lots of other .
things too, like I read that he was chief of the fire department for a while.

Yes.
Q.

Do

you remember how long?

Well, I suppose just one term. I don't know how long they're in for, I
think it's two years or something like that. And he used to tell us some
awful stories about our game w~rden, Arch Gilan. He said he never could
make that guy behave himself because he wanted to get right in the middle
of the fire every time. He said he never could hold him down, and he was
so afraid he was going to get hurt.
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Q.

You mean he wanted to show off?

No, he was just that type of a guy. He was a big burly guy. He was game
warden afterwards and he used to bring all his customers up to. Papa when
he was justice of the peace.

(891--55 minutes)
Q.

Yes.

You mean to try them?
This was fishing without a license, shooting out of

fseasoiJ.

Q. After your father worked for the Footprints, and then he was the editor
for how many years?
Oh dear.
Q.

He was editor before you started working?

He was editor when I was born.

You mean when he was in the post office?

Q. Well, he was editor before you were born and then when you graduated
was he already working in the post office?

Yes, he went in .when was Wilson elected do you know?
Q.

1916?

Something like that.
Q.

Well, that's when he got the post office job.

And then he worked there for ••• ?

I think it was eight years. It was a little longer than eight years
because there was some hold up about new, I don't know, it took too much
time arryway. So he was in -Eor a little better than eight years I think.
Q.

And after he quit that job, he became justice of the peace?

He became justice of the peace.
Q.

And he was justice of the peace until he was what age?

Until he had his strokes and then he couldn't handle it anymore. He thought
he could, but he had to find out the hard way. He went to marry somebody and
he couldn't hold the book and he couldn't talk right and he couldn't write.
He couldn't begin to .write. So then he had to give it up.

Q. But while he was justice of the peace he married people and he tried
people for minoi offenses, is that correct?
Yes.
Q.

Do you remember any times be married people?

Were you a witness?
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Oh, I was witness lots of times. There was one time a couple of friends
of mine came up to get married. I didn 1 t even know they were going to get
married. And I don't know, somebody was there at the house with me, and I
don't know whether it was my sister-in-law or a friend, anyway she went
out and got a bouquet of flowers and I tuned up the old piano and played
11
Here Comes the Bride". We had a lot of fun.
(970--60 minutes)
Q.

Did you remember any other instances when he married people?

One Indian couple that came ov,3r from South Dakota to get married. They
must have had seven or eight youngsters, you know, just like steps. And
after they got married this Indian shook hands with him, and paid him and he
said, "You know" he says, 11we been wanting to come over here and get married
for a long time but we never hcid the time. 11
I can see why. Was he the fire department chief while he was justice of
the peace or was that before?

Q.

No, that was before. He was fire chief when he was, while he was editor.
That was quite early.

Q.

Did he ever mention any big fires?

Yes, there was a mill fire that was out there where the German church is
now, out here. That big church out there. And I guess it was full of grain.
The darned thing all went up in smoke.
Q.

Did he have any trouble putting it out?

Well, they couldn 1t get it out. They just had to keep it from spreading.
We had a lot of fires around here.
Q.

Did he ever ~rain his men--take them out marching or have them fpracticB?

Oh, they used to have regular conventions. I know when I was rummaging around upstairs after my dad died, I found a bunch of banners that Wheaton had
won. There was four or five of them that Wheaton came and won. They used to
go, well, one place they went was Dumont and they had a beer joint there and
he, Papa, used to tell about one guy that liked his beer, a roly-poly guy.
And they had regular races and they'd take this hose cart and they'd park it
and then they'd put the hose out and you know, see who could do it the fastest.
And my dad told this guy, he says, 11 Now Hank 11 he says, rrstay away from that
beer joint until after you get through with the races and then go back and
drink it all if you want it." So he just looked up and kind of laughed and
went over and had a beer. So right in the middle of the race, down goes Hank
flat on his face. And boys didn't stop for him, they just went right over
him. They won, like I say, they won four banners. I think there was two
from Dumont; I wonder if there wasn't one from Morris. The Rebeccas served
a banquet for the fire department and I took those banners down just after I
found them and ~ung them there for decorations in the dining room and boy the
firemen went nuts! So, I had a picture of all the firement at that time and
(OSJ--65 minutes)
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so the fire chief came up and he wanted to know if I would let them have
that. "Well" I says, "Papa's kept it all this time 11 and I says, "I hate
to have it destroyed, if you promise to keep it." "Well, I'll tell you
Helen" he says, "we've got a regular glass case to put it in so they'll be
well taken care of." And I haven't been down there since and I don't know
if they are or not, but I gave it to them anyway because that's where it
should be. And we had an awful time figuring out who all the men were in
the fire department, but we finally got it.
Q.

Did the fire company ever sponsor dances?

Did they ever hold dances?

Oh yes, they had fireman's dances. And they've always had a banquet.
still do. The Rebeccas always serve it for them.
Q.

They

The Rebeccas are a fraternal organization?

Yes. They are the auxiliary to the Odd Fellows.
Q. Oh, the Odd Fellows are a fraternal organization too.
longed to quite a few fraternal organizations didn't he?

Yes, he said he was a joiner.

Your father be-

Everything that came along he had to join.

(121--70 minutes)
Q.

Do you know what other organizations he belonged to, the fraternal ones?

Well, he was a Modern Woodsman, but they dissolved. And a Yeoman and they
dissolved. But he was still a Mason and · an Eastern Star and an Odd Fellow
and a Rebecca when he died. And I belonged to the Rebeccas and Eastern Star.
I never thought much about joining the Eastern Star because I thought one
was enough. Until after my mother died and my dad then would go all by
himself and I felt so sorry for him. And I was worldng at the courthouse at
the time and I got a five dollar raise and I says, "Papa would you like to
have me join the Star?" "Oh, gee, would you?" So then he didn't live long
enough to ••• I wanted to go through the chairs while he was still a member,
but I didn't make it.
Q.

Go through the chairs?

Yes. Well you have to take so many chairs before you can go throu gh the hea d
chair. They had a man ( the worthy patron), now like the Eastern Star is a
worthy matron, she's the head officer. And she has a worthy patron, a man,
that helps her. And I wanted to have my dad be my wothy patron but I didn't
make it, I had one more year to go, no two more years to go, when he died.
Q. What sort of things do the fraternal organizations, those that your father
belonged to, do~

Well, they'd take care of their own memvers. If there's a dance or if they
need help in any way. They're a nice organi zation t o belong to. And you
get a lot of friternizing, I mean you meet a lot of p~ople.
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Q.

Did you have parties?

(200--75 minutes)
Yes.
Q.

Did he ever give speeches at these meetings?

Oh, he was always talking.
Q. I read one speech where he said he didn't like to make speeches because
he thought he wasn't very good. Was he a good speaker?

Well, he wasn't an especially good
stuff to tell that they all wanted
it wasn't the historical society.
down in St. Paul?
Q.

speaker, but he had such interesting
him to talk. He spoke down at the •••
It was., what other society do they have
·
··

I don't know.

It's a history [society, but they got a different name. And he spoke down
there. I think that was one of those pamphlets that I gave you, a speech
that he made down there.
Q. When World War I started were the people really surprised around Wheaton? ·
Do you remember?

Well no, I think we were kind of looking for it.
Q.

Why was that J

Well, there'd been a war over there you know, for so long and then finally
the United States was pulled into it. And they more or less expected it.
Q. In World War I, do you remember any things that the people did around
town, like did they write letters?

Well, everybody wrote to every boy's name she could get a-hold of just to
keep them going.
Q.

Did they organize

any clubs to send things over?

Yes, there were always clubs. We learned how to knit.
I don't think I pould knit worth a darn now.
Q.

I've forgotten now,

But you sent, like socks?

Socks and sweaters, sweaters and scarves and--I never made socks I don't
believe.
·
Q.

Did people buy bonds in World War I?

(301--80 minutes)
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Oh yes. My dad was chairman of that committee and he had a regular bunch
that went out with him and they put on a program in country school houses
to sell bonds. I can remember one old lady, well she was kind of a hard
one to get along with, but she said, "As long as George Allanson is selling
them" she says, "I'm going to buy them because I know he's honest." Which
made me feel awfully good.
Q.

Did any of your family or relatives serve in World War I?

My brother, my oldest brother.

a cousin from Wheaton here.

And my uncle, my dad's brother.
That's all from around here.

And I had

Q. When they came back, do you remember, were there a lot of parades and a
lot of parties?

The first ones that came back they got all tbe attention .and then it got kind
of worn out. They'd come back one or two at a time. They left twelve. or
thirteen at a time and came back one or two, you know, we'd be celebrating
the rest of our lives if we £celebrated each one's retur!i/.

(366--85 minutes)
Q.

Were the people shocked at the stock market crash, was there a panic?

I can't remember anything drastic that happeneed around here. I suppose there
was small events, but I can't think of anything in particular.

Q. And you don't feel that there was, over a year's time, you don't think
you saw more people being thrown off their land or becoming poor, it wasn't
that much of a change7
Well, I don't know. We were more or less poor all our lives. We never had
much to do with Lfiig moneiJ you know, we got along. We weren't hard up or
anything, but we :didn't have a lot of money to spend. It just shocks me to
think of what theise kids a.r doing today. You know they can't go to school
unless they got a· car. Heck, we were lucky if we had roller skates. I wouldn't
have had any roller skates if it hadn't been for my grandmother. She bought
me a pair of toller skates, otherwise I'd have walked.

(443--90 minutes}
Q. Mrs. Burfeind, do you remember during the Depression if there were any
more men in Wheatbn looking for jobs, coming around house to house, asking
for a day's work for meals?

Well, I know ther'e was a lot of what we called bums that used to_ come in and
they used to, if they rated, if they found anything to do and got a meal why
they'd mark the p~ace somehow. We used to think it was chalk but we never
could find it. B~t there was some way they had of marking it because the next
guy that come alohg knew just where to stop. He'd stop, at just certain places
where he'd· be · sur~ to get something to eat.
1

Q.

Did your mothi r give them food to eat?
/·
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Mama couldn't ever turn anybody away hungry.

Q.

Did she make them work for their meal?

Yes, if she had anything for them to do like chopping wood or raking or
mowing the lawn or something. We had plenty of lawn to mow too. There was
always plenty to do around there.
Q. During the Depression your father was hired by the Works Progress
Administration. Do you remember when he was offered the job?

No, I don't remember the time, the dates. Dates didn't mean anything to
me. I never could remember them. And well, I knew that he worked rather
fora long time . .. He used to write an article, an historical article, about
the county each week for the weekly paper. And people used to, especially
the old-timers, used to look forward to that story each week and they were
so disappointed when he was taken off that project. Somebody didn't believe one of his stories and said that it wasn't accurate and made him mad
and he wouldn't write any more. Because he got his stories--he was quite
sure of what he was writing when he wrote. He got his stories--especially
about the family--he got right f rom the family. And in these autographs that
he started looking up, why he'd talk to the people on the street. He'd go
down for his mail twice a day, he'd walk down. It was a half a mile from our
place uptwon and .he made that trip twice a day. And people could almost set
their watches by him going uptown. One weoman told me that her little girl
said, "Mama here comes that man whose stomach leads him uptown." He had
quite a "Milwaikee front" on him, he was a big man.
Q.

Is that how he gathered his information then, just walking downtown?

Just walking downtown, and he'd meet somebody and they'd stand and talk. And
then he'd come home and write it up. He never took notes; he just remembered.
He always retained everything he heard and that's something else I could
never do. He could read an article and almost repeat everything in it. And
me, I could read it and ten minutes afterwards find something I'd already
forgotten. But he was wonderful that way.
Q.

He wrote a lot of biographies didn't he?

Yes, he did.

Q.

He :;., has quite a bunch of them, I have all of them too.

About how mahy do you have do you think?

Oh, I couldn't say. There must be a hundred of them or more. Of old people
that he had met bn the street and just visited with. He told about one old
family that had lived here. The old people had died and the girls both left.
And one of them 'came back and Papa stopped her on the street and asked. her ·
for the history and she blew her to p. She said he had no business writing up
their history. Evidently they had something to hide. So he just didn't bother
them any more, and figured if they didn' t want to why .that was their business.
He wasn't trying to be snoopy or anything; he was just trying t o save all
this stuff for posterity.
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(525--95 minutes)
Q. Did he ever contact other people thoughm to try to get in t ouch with
some of the old settlers in Traverse County?
Well, wherever he went he would look up old-timers. And no matter where he
went te knew somebody that knew somebody that he knew. And you know he
just loved to visit. And that's the way he got his information.

Q. Do you think a lot of the biographies he got are of old settlers that
first came to Traverse County?
Yes.

Most of them are.

Q. Was he working two jobs when he started working for the WPA? Was he
working at one other job?

Well, he had the justice of the peace job.

Q. You don't remember when he was first offered the job if he was really
excited about it or really ••• ?
He never got excited. You never could tell whether he was pleased about
something or not; unless you knew him real well you wouldn't know. He did
not show his emotions.
Q.

Did your father have many visitors that came to the house to talk to him?

Oh yes. Pe9ple working for history. The· girls that went to school at
Moorhead--every year they'd have a report to make out and they'd invariably
come down and get· stories from him.

Q.

Who are the girls now?

Well, there's Mrs~ Clarence Munson who 1 s one of them, and she's living out
here on a farm. And there's a Smith girl. She's teaching here in Wheaton
now. Can't remember what her first name is.
·,

Q.

Were these your friends?

Well, they were P,e ople from Wheaton that knew the fol k?, you know. The Smith
girl--her mother -:lived just a block south of our place, two blocks south of
our place. And s-he came down and she got, she I s real enthusiastic about
what she got. Th.ere was a number of t hem that came down and got his tory. And
then even yet the kids will come up. There 's one teacher that is interested
in .history and I ·know last year they came up. She brought five or s ix
youngsters. They were making a sandbox depicting Lake ;Traverse and she
wanted, well, anything that was historical, you know, that they could put in
the sandbox. Ang they came up and they were so enthusiastic. Each one of
them got one of those stories that you looked at. And then they went back
and made something for the sandbox that pertained to that.
Then they could

Page 23

tell a story of it you know. I didn:t let them take them out because I
lost quite a few of those stories that way. They got second prize, by the
wa:y, down in St. Paul. That was the first time I've ever talked on tape. I
didn't want to then anymore than I do now.

Q.

Did your father ever help the Boy Scouts?

Oh yes. I remember one time in particular--one of the fellows is still teaching. He was at the head of the Scouts and these kids are all married and got
families now, bu.t they were youngsters, you know. And there was, oh, there.
must have been about fifteen of them came up with this teacher. And he
stopped them outside of the door and he says, "Now you're not to touch a
single thing."

Q.

The teacher stopped them?

The teacher stopped and told them that "You're not supposed to touch anything. If there's anything you want to know you point to it and ask Mr .
Allanson and he '11 tell you. 11 But he says, "Don I t touch anything ." And
they didn't. There wasn't one kid that stepped out of line. They wer e just .
wonderful. And Papa spent, he must have spent three or four hours in t her e
with those boys. And they got the biggest kick out of it. They wa nted t o
come back again. And Papa had all his Indian stuff out and we didn't have
a table in the house. He had everything, you know, in that one room covered
with stuff. But they didn't come back again:
(607--100 minutes)
Q.

What sorts of things were there?

Well, there was iieadwork and arr owheads and everything i magi nable . ,He had a
little drum that iwas used in the Civil War. He had a Ci vil War sword that
his father had used and there was, I jus t can 't remember. He had a bunch of
old kettles and stuff that had been dug u p out here in the hi lls t hat be had
saved. And then when my oldest brother was over in France he got s hells,
you know, and he got a German rifle, and he had those out fo r the boys too.
Of course it was ·mostly that Indian stuff t hat took their eye because that
really was beautiful work. He had a lot of it. And after my grandmother
died, why she had a lot of it. That automatically came to Papa because he
was the only one: left. So there was an awful lot of that ther e .

Q.

And that was- made by the Indians?

Made by the Indians, yes. Some of it was his tory and some if it wasn ' t yet .
Three peace pipes--those were beautiful. And he had one cane t hat was carved,
there was a--I don't know what kind of wood it was--but i t was a l i zard on
the upright part of it. The tail was down and the head was up where your
hand goes. It w~s a beautiful thing, all done by hand by the Indians .

Q.

Where is alb this stuff now?

Page 24

Well, Peggy has a lot of it. When my husband died, why she came home and we
filled up two trunks that she took all of ; she took all of my grandmother 's
silver service and cut glass, all the cut gl ass and all that kind of stuff.
And all the old dresses; she just love d to dress up--put qn shows and stuff
like that and she has used an awful lot of that stuff. We had some plumes
that belonged to my grandmother's sister, the one that used t o play with
the Longfellow girls when she was a young lady. They were beautiful plumes .
And they had been taken off the hat but they had been saved. They were
wrapped up and put away. Peggy got those too. And I told you about that
Longfellow letter didn't I?

Q.

I think you mentioned it.

There was a letter from--she's the one that got the letter from Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. She had sent him a little chicken or duck or s omething for Easter·
and he had written a letter to her. And all these years it's been saved, it
was in perfect shape. But his :writing was hard to read because they wrote
so funny in those days. I had an awful time getting it read, but I finally
made it.
Q.

Tell me about Ellen Brown's side-saddle.

That's pretty famous isn't it?

Mrs. Brown's, Mrs. Allanson's--that was my grandmother's Ellen Brown. She
rode that down, well, she went across to Maryland when peace was signed at
the end of the C:iJvil War to meet Grandpa, he was coming up from the South.
And then she rode it down Pennsylvania Avenue at Lincoln's Memorial parade.
That now is in the historical home at Henderson, Minnesota. That's where
the old piano is too. They had the first piano in the state of Minnesota.
They had it shipp.ed out.
(681--105 minutes)

Q.

Your father wrote a story about that didn't he?

Yes he did.
Q. And you were saying they shipped it out from where?
where?

They shipped it from

Well, I don't know. The East some place. And I don 't know where they shipped
it to, whether it was in Stillwater. I don't know where it was or whether
it was Henderson or where.
Someone else pretty famous came to see you one time•.
came to see you at one time?

Q.

Sinclair Lewis

Oh yes, he came up to, I suppose you never met him. He was a funny man, never
s aid anything, ju~t grunt. He wasn't a bit sociable. And he came up t o get
some historical background from Pa pa' s library and he gave everybody strict
orders to stay out of there. He was in there for three days and nobody was
allowed to go in • . And it bothered my mother because she wanted to go in and
give him something to eat, you know, a cup of coffee, a sandwich or a piece
of cake or something, but no.
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He slept in there?

Yes, that's what he wanted. And if he'd get mad then he'd just get up and
walk out. And fater he got all through, why the Chamber 9f Commerce or
somebody gave him a feed down at the hotel. My dad was invited. And in each
place they had a shot glass with a drink in it. And my dad was a tee-totaller,
he never took a drink. And he said he felt so darn foolish because he
hated to be a spoil-sport, you know, he didn't want to put a damper on anybody else's fun so he says he took and drank it down quick. Put his glass
down, and [f.atefJ said, "Darn if they didn't come up and fill it again."
But the second one he just left there.
Q.

And Sinclair Lewis wrote a book from the information?

Yes, and I can't remember what the name of the book is.
Q.

Do you remember what it was about?

It was history, Indian stuff. And I can't remember the name of it. You
wouldn't know either? It was, I think it was about the third one he wrote
about Indians. It wasn't as well-known as the first two.
Q. When your father stopped working or stopped writing stories for the
newspaper did that mean he also quit with the WPA or did he still write
stories and send them to the historical society?

No, he didn't.
Q.

He quit altogether?

He quit altogether. Wel l, he still wrote stories for his 01~n use, as you
jolly well know, but he didn't ••• and there was a lot of the people that
would come to him and ask him why he wasn't writing. They couldn't figure
that · out.
Q.

They really enjoyed his stories?

Oh yes. The old-timers would you know. And even the young people got interested in those stories. He had a way of writing stories that kept you
interested.
Q.

You didn't 'live in Wheaton during World War II did you?
\

Well, I was gone for five years. I left right after my daughter graduated
from high school, that was '39. In '44 my mother died and I had to come
back again.
Q.

Why did you leave in 1939?

Well, I went to live with my husband.
in Duluth.
'
( 760--110 minutes)

He was working for the car company
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Q.

When did you get married for the second time?

In September of 1935.

Q.

That one I remember.

You married Grover Burfeind?

Yes.

Q. Did your parents ever write to you and tell you some of the things
that were happening in Wheaton during World War II?
Well, not too much. Just mostly home stuff. Of course, ,well, I heard
from my brother as often as they did. When he'd write to th em, he'd
write to me. I was in Duluth and they were here.
Q.

Your brother was serving iri the -war? --·

Yes, he was over in China.

Q.

Do you remember the rationing during World War II?

Oh yes.
Q.

Was it very strict in Duluth? What sorts of things were rationed?

Well, coffee was , the worst for me. Of course I'm Scandinavian, and I li ke
my coffee. And _that was the hardest. Meat wasn't very easy either, because
Grover was worki!1g hard you know, doing manual labor and you have to have
your meals. And: another, well shoes weren't too bad for us because I don ' t
think I had a pair of shoes all through World War II. I had enough on hand
and I didn't need them so I kept the whole family in stamps, they used my
stamps to buy shoes, which was all right because I didn't need them.

Q.

Was gasoline rationed?

No, no gasoline wasn't rationed.
being rationed.

Q.

I don't think I ever remember gasoline

Well it is now.

Is it? Well it really isn't rationed, it's just doled out a little slower.
Q.

Were you here in Wheaton when the boys came home from the second World War ?

Yes.

Q.

Did a large 'group of them come home all at once?

No, they always :;just seemed to dribble along. Of course in the second World
War they didn't :all leave together either. In the first World War they did,.
they all well, we had a big bunch here two, three timys. They went in a
group of maybe 2-5 or 30 at a time. Bu t even then they came back singly. Some
of them were in J, hospitals and some of them were held Qver for some reason or
other and they'd come home one at a time.
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Q.

Were there a lot of parties and parades to welcome them back?

Parades and ••• but that all kind of died down.
home were slighted quite.

Q.

The last ones to get

Was it hard for them to find jobs when they came back?

Yes, my oldest brother couldn't find work so he left town and went back to
school and took up bookkeeping. He quit high school to join up. Of course
that was World War I. The second World War, my youngest brother took an
examination one time when he was home on furlough for a post office job, a
Civil Service job and he passed so he had a job as soon as he got out. Soon
as he got out he w~s mial carrier. He just resigned this year.
Q.

What's his name?

That's George Winthrop, the youngest one;

Q.

And he lives around here?

No, he's in California. On the 4th of July, on the 3rd of July Peggy woke
me up, that was my birthday. She called me up and woke me up about 11:30 to
wish me happy birthday. And then the next morning he called me before I was
out of bed to wixh me a happy birthday. But I didn't mind.
(852--115 minutes)
Q.

About how old was your father when he had his first stroke?

He must have been about 83 or 84. He was 88 when he d:i.ed. And he was sick
all that time and he couldn't talk. And he couldn't use his hands. He'd
try to read a newspaper and he'd hold it up, he'd get it all set you know,
and pretty soon it'd slip out of hil hand. And he.' d get so mad.
Q.

No.

Q.

He couldn't talk very well?
He •••
He was an active man-I suppose it bothered him?

He always was active. Like I said he walked downtown twice every day for
the mail. Once in the mroning and once in the afternoon. And he took care
of the lawn and all that.
You had come back here in 1941.i when your mother died, to take care of
your father?

Q.

Yes.
Q.

Yes.

And you lived in your home that he had built?
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Q.

And was it around 1955 or so that he had his stroke?

I imagine, because he died in '59. '54 or '55. Now I don't know when he
first had a stroke, but I think it was the day that I met Humphrey in
Graceville. Hubert Humphrey. Because it was terribly hot that day and he
never ga,:e up before but he said, "Helen n he says, "I just can't take it.
You' 11 have to take my place." So he went and sat in the car. And I never
knew him to give up before. So I just have an idea that maybe that's when
he got his first stroke. And then he kept getting them maybe once every
three or four weeks. He wouldn't know it and we wouldn't know it until
he'd try to do something and he couldn't do it. Something that he had been
doing all the time, and it just wouldn't work for him.

Q.

You and your husband both took care of him .then for four years?

Yes. Oh, it couldn't have been done alone because if he'd fall I couldn't
get him off the floor. He weighed 200 pounds.

Q.

How tall was he?

He was about six feet.

He was a big man.

Q. You told me once that he tried to--one night he didn't want to go to
sleep and he tried to get up.
Well, we had taken him out that day. I don't remember where we'd been, over
at the valley or someplace, and we had him all dressed up and we came home,
and of course, you know it was hard work to have him trailing along all day
long. You know, because he couldn't walk alone and we had to, both of us, to
cart him around. And we were tired.
·
Q.

In a wheelchair?

No, no, he wanted to walk.

And he walked, long as he could.

And we were

tired when we got home and we were ready to get to bed. He didn't want to
go to bed. And, well, I was working over at the courthouse then, and my
husband was home taking care of him because I couldn't. That's the reason I
had to go to work, was because I couldn't take care of him and Grover had to
give up his job to stay with him. And Grover said that he'd go up and go to
sleep for a while and then he'd come down. So I stayed up with him and tried
to get him to go to bed. No, he didn't want to go to bed. 'Well 11 I says,
"I want to go to ·bed." No, he didn't want to go to bed. There wasn't anything I could do. Well, finally Grover came downstairs and he says, 'Wall,
you go on up to bed," he says, "You gotta get up and go to work in the morning." So I went· upstairs and went to bed and pretty soon Grover came up and
he says, 'Well, we finally got him to bed." And so we were perfectly h;,,,ppy.
We went to sleep and pretty soon we heard him holler "Hahun" he couldn't
say Helen you know, "Hahun" and what the heck, here he was laying do,m on
the ice just outside of our window. We were upstairs •. I don I t know how he
made us hear but we heard him and we had to go out and try to get hirr, in the
house. We had to practically carry him because it was slippery, he couldn't
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(920--120 minutes)
walk and his shoes were wet, his bedroom slippers wer e wet on the bottom,
so he just slipped and slid all over. Oh that was a mess~ And we got him
in the house and of course the house was kind of cold, and we had t o star t
the heat up and had to bathe him because he was mud from top to bottom. And
put clean clothes on him and got him to bed, and wrapped him in blanket s
and got him to bed. Then he slept. But he wouldn't take a slee pi ng pi l l.
There's just one doctor that'd make him ta ke a pill and that was, he 's _dead
now, Dr. Lindberg. He would do anything for him. After we got him in the
hospital, he was in the hospital for about two, two or three weeks, just
before he died. And he wouldn't take pills. I know the manager or whatever
you call them, superintendent of the hospital, went in and he says, 11 1fow
George, you're going to take this pill or I'll ••• I don't know what I
am going to do with you." So he opened his mouth and they put t he pills_ i n
and then Mr. Lind went and talked to one of the nurs es and pretty s oo n Papa
just opened his mouth and there went the .pills. It was no use . He j us t
wouldn't take them. He was s t ubborn.
Q.

When did he die?

In the spring or f all?

In July, I don't remember, I thi nk i t wa s the 17th.
Q. That was yesterday.
there?

Wha t was hi s f uneral li ke , were a l ot of people

Oh yes. And w~ took him down to--af ter the .s ervices they served a lunch in
the
basement ofI the church and then we just got into the cars and went to
Henderson whert :_he was bur i ed . And th ere I s the Brown cemetary there. They
have a big monr,ient for Gr andpa Brown and that ' s where his mother and father
are buried and l, his sister and br other and his wife, so that's where he went
of course. An~ then ther e was more relatives and just oodles of fri ends,
because they a}l knew hi m. We didn ' t have a Presbyter:ian minister in town
and the Lutheq m mi nister was out of town. We had an awful time. We f inally
got somebody f f.om Doran, a nd I wasn't a bit satisfied with the service he
gave . The one in Hender s on made up for it. He was an Episcopal mtnister.
·
That's what Dad was, Epis copal , Episcopalian. There's no Episcopal church
in Wheaton s o we had to ••• well, Prebyterian is the closest to us. So he
was buried from a lit tle churc h where he used to be custodian. Just right
across the creek from their house. Dad tells about when he was a youngster.
I told this story t o Peggy not very long ago and she says, "Mother, why in
the world didn't you te ll me that years ago? " He had been to church and he
had the service on casting your bread upon the water and it'll be returned .
And so he came home from church and he went in and he got a slice of bread
and he went out and chewed it up you know, and put it in the creek and then he
set there and waited for i t to come back. He said he was so disappointed because it never came bac k. I don 't know whether he we nt to the minister or who,
but he found out that meant your good deeds. You do good deeds and they will
come back to you. But he was sure that bread was goi ng to come back to him.
( 030--125 minutes)
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Q,

What job were you working at at this time?

I was working in the Register of Deeds office.

Q.

How long did you work there?

No, I was there ••• I was in the hospital when my father died.
secretary at the hospital. I worked there about ten years.
Q.

I was

You worked there ten years?

Oh no, it couldn't have been that long.
ten years.

'48,

yes it must have been about

Q. And you told me before, that after you rt:ltired from secretary of the
hospital they put in how many girls to fill your spot?
Oh, well the village clerk took care of the books, he did the book work,
That is, I did the posting and he balanced the books, And I did everything
else in the office you know, And after I got out of there, why they put
in five girls,
Q, In the village clerk's office? Where did you say, in the village clerk 's
office or in the hospital?

(087--130 minutes)
In the hospital, They put in five girls .to do what he and I had done alone
for ten years, '
Q,

And what year did you retire, do you remember?

Must have been about
Q,

1

60, '61,

And how many years afterwards did you sell your house and move here?

Well, Grover died in '65 and I lived there three years afterwards ,
Well, I've been here three years, So that'd be 1 70 wouldn't it?
Q, You had an exciting experience some time in the early sixties,
you like to tell .me about it?

1

68.

Would

You mean when I went to California? Well, I hadn't seen my daughter for a
long time,

Q.

Do you know how many years it was?

About sixteen, seventeen years. And I got a call from California and they
explained that this was a co ntest on TV.And they wanted to know if I'd be
interested in coming out there, And I said I sure would, And they said that
they were considering my chances, you know, I was one of the prospects coming
out there,
o

"

Q.
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How did they know ••• ?

Well, Peggy worked for her church and they took down, I think it was four
buses, went from Lakeside to Hollywood for this show. It was "It Could Be
You". And they had done it before and Peggy had gotten an icebox once before and she and her daughter were on one time and , there were several other
girls that had been on, you know. And they never knew who was going to be
on until they got there. So when they got there why they called Peggy up
and they had one--a picture of each one of her youngsters up on a board.
And she had to explain about each one of these kids and she pretty near fell
down on one name, she has nine of them. Of course she was excited. And
then she wanted to know who told them about that. And they said well that's
what you're supposed to find out. You're supposed to guess who gave us that
information. And on the back of each picture they had a picture of me and
she guessed everybody but me. And finally she turned one of those pictures
around and she says, "Hy mother~" She was all excited. But when they called
me, I of course was flabbergasted, and I had -my strict instructions not to
tell anybody. Not to say a word, not to my boss or my husband or anybody ,
because if it got out to Peggy why everything was off. So I didn't say anything, I just carried that load around and I'd just about given up hopes of
ever hearing anything. We'd just got through eating supper, I thought heck ,
it's probably just somebody playing
joke on me. So I told Grover about
it. And we were sitting there talking about it and the darned phone ra ng
and here was this guy from California. He says, "Everything ' s all set . Your
ticket will be waiting for you in Minneapolis. 11 He says, "You can get down
to Minneapolis, take the bus," he says, "Everything will be paid for except
your tips and your booze. That you have to pay for yourself." Oh, I just
couldn't believe it! So they flew me out there, taxis to me et me everyplace
that we stopped. They took me to a hotel and I had instructions, "You' re
supposed to stay right in the hotel, so your daughter doesn't see you.'' And
she didn't either. Well, I had the life of Riley, had breakfast in bed . It
was swell. Then I didn't see her until we were on stage.

a

Q.

How did they"~set up the situation where you would meet her?

~ell, that was it, that was on stage. You were out there in front of the
whole world. When we met everybody knew it.

Q.

That was when she turned over the pictures ?

And then she started looking around, "My mother, where is she?" So then they
pulled back the curtain and I came out. The funny part of it was she had
told her son--sh~ brought him along, her oldest boy--and sh e told him she
was going to meet the baseball players for the Angels. He was all excited.
And his aunt was there and all kinds of relatives. He didn't see the ballplayers, but he wasn't feeling bad about it because he saw his grandma. He 'd
never seen me. I saw him when he was born but that's all. I hadn' t seen him
since. Then I stayed out there for six, six or seven weeks, I guess. Then
I came back and went back to work. But that's something that doesn't happen
every day. I mean it doesn't happen to everybody, it's just unbelie,rable .
You just don't believe it'd happen to you. Certainly was exciting.
[.

I
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(240--l40 minutes)
Getting back to your father's papers, we've discussed some of the things,
that you I d like to do with them in the future. Would you like to tell me
some of your plans?

Q.

Well, I would like to write, I mean compile, them in a book. And keep them
all together, but I don't know that I can afford to do that because it really
takes money. When you're living on social security you don't have that kind
of money. And I suppose some day they will eventually end up in a historical
library someplace, but they will. Peggy's very interested in them, but of
course she's out in California. I would like to have her have copies of
them, but she really wouldn't have any use for them historically because
there's nobody out in California that's interested in Wheaton. So they
should be kept--most of his papers are about Minnesota. There is an old
stone house down hear Sacred Heart, I don't know if you've heard about that
or not. I gave you that pamphlet didn't I, where the Brown family was
captured? There's a picture of what's left of it in there. That my grandfather built, my great-grandfather. And then of course it was destroyed
by the Indians. They have been excavating around there and digging µp
pottery and all kinds of stuff around that house. The house is still
st~nding. There's a big plaque there that the state put out to mark it.
The walls are still standing.
Q.

Is there anything else you'd like to add about your father's life?

No, except he was a wonderful man. Wish he was here to do this instead of
me.

Q.

He'd make it a lot more interesting.·
Thank you, Mrs. Burfeind.

Yes.

(309--145 minutes)
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