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Q: My name ís Bruce Kottom and Ifm dofng an oral intervíew on the topíc of
cornmuníty reaction tortrard the change from an agricultural school to a branch of
the University of MÍnnesota. Itm interviewíng I^lil-l-ard Mlcklísh who resíded in the
Morrfs area duríng this time and who is currently Èhe president of the Gol-den
Cream Dairy. Mr. Mickl-ísh, how long have you lived in Morris?

All ny lífe. Fffty some years.

Q: tr{ere you assocíaÈed r,rrÍth any groups involved wíth gettfng a college here?

No, not Ín the early days I wasntt. The formaËion of a group of people started
with Clayton Gay and a few people that trl-ed to geÈ ínÈerest (goíng). Then
as the possibility became more possibJ-e, why then they found out they had Èo geË
much more professional in the organfzatÍon, Then it started t,o devel-op into
the l,{est Central- Educat,l-on Development Association.

Q: Itlhors ídea was ít to start the college?

My recoll-ection ís that ít was probably ClayÊon Gay, who r^ras a lawyer Ín town. He
\^ras a gentleman who always used to tel-l me in Èhe early days, donrt call it a
college, he said, \nretre after university. Inletre after a branch of the Universi-Ëy.
He r¡as very much emphasfzing that from the very, very beginning days when ft was
a very remote possibil-ity.

Q: I{hy was he stressing a branch of the UniversÍty?

Because he wanted a speci.al type of educaËíon that would not be duplicaÉíng
col-leges like St. Cloud, Moorhead, and },fankato.

Q: hrhat was the communityrs inftfal- reactíon when a college was first proposed?

Inlell, it r¿as just an idea. Everybody thought ít was a very good idea. Líke any-
thing else, somebody had to do alot of thinking. They had to develop al-ot of
hard work; they had to get it weJ-L organized. Às the idea became more realistfc,
as they found out Èhere were fer¡er and fewer high school students going on to
coJ-l-ege in üIest, Central Minnesota, the idea made more and more sense. So Ëhen lt
started to snowbaLl. Then they said maybe the University woul-d be receptive, the
Board of RegenLs would be receptive to making it a Universlty (branch). Of course
Ëhfngs real-ly got into gear and enthusiasm r^ras there and then Èhe momentum really
started t,o move.

Q: hras there any opposítíon that was strong at the begínning?

No, I dontt think there üras any opposÍtÍon at all. ALot of people thought iË
nasntt possible, that everythlng tÍas geared to the Large metropolíÈan area; that
thgy real1-y werenrt goíng to do anything to help the rural areas. The only 1íttle
opposition \ras what vretd do wlthout agricultural- education because they were
phasing out Lhe l,{est Central- School of AgrÍculture, and this was important. But
ít wasnft being phased out for no other reason than Ëhat Èhere were fewer students.
Agrfcul-ture \¡/as (becomíng) rnuch more sophisticated and they were becomíng more
business orÍentated, rather than just high school type agriculture education.

Q: Inlere there any groups that were rnore for the coll-ege than others? Like
busíness or farmers groups or...

No I think everybody r^ras pretty much for ít. I^Ie trl-ed to bring in alot of groups
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of people, but mainly most of these start with the professíonal and business
groups because Ëhey seem to be Èhe ones who peopLe collect money from. They seem

to be Ëhe ones who get things done. Then after it kind of goË into gear, well
then everybody else checked the ideas, to see ít itrs what they want or íf ít
interests them. Then they move with the plan or not the plan. But the important
thíng was that r¡e realízed we had to have area wide support, not (just) Morris,
Mínnesota. But the greatest ínt,erest came from Morris because the campus was Loeated
here, which T¡Ias a land grant coJ-lege branch of the University.

Q: The I{CEDA board pushed and pushed for a branch of the University. Dj-d they do

Èhís on Ëheir oïrn or was the community there to back (them) ?

No, ít, r^ras pretty much communlty (backed) . I^fe had people on the board f rom at
least a 60 rníl-e radius, MonËevfdeo, Benson, Alexandria....Just al-ot of peopl-e

ürere on the board because we realízed that the cultural impacÈ woul-d be all over
hlest CenËral Minnesota.

Q: This bríngs up an interestíng poínt I wanted to find out about. I^Ihen Èhe

money was raised, you said it was from the cournuníty of Morris, does thís refer
just to the community of Morris or does it refer to a broad atea?

I think it refers Ëo a broader area. I would say that probabl-y B0% was from
MorrÍs and then another L5% fxom the nearby cities and probably 5% from out of
Èhe area. Oh, Benson and some of those areas teal'Í-zed that iL would be a good

idea Èo have thís type of ÍnstítutÍon here. Basical-l-y the people líËeral-ly banged
the doors of the businesses in Morris and even in house to house solícitation.

Q: If you hreïe to estimate, how big a radius would you say that money came in
from?

I would say that rnetve confined it pretty much to abouÈ a 30 míle radíus, a 30 Lo

40 rnile radius of Morrís. In fact wefre conductíng a fund drive right now. I'tre

get (funds) form l{heaton, Herman, Hoffman, Benson, Cyrus, Chokio, Gracevill-er....
I,rte usually raise about for or fíve thousand year to help. Balsicall-y at Lhis time
Ëo recruit sÈudents to come Lo UMM.

Q: Did the communíty care aË that time íf íË hlas a branch of the University or
just a state col-lege? Díd they just want a coI-lege períod?

I{eJ-J-, The communi-ty in the very beginníng \,üas not really informed. It \¡Ias an
embryo Lhat was started by Ctayton Gay, Senator Bahmler and few businessmen. But
Clayton Gay always saíd funiversítyr. That was probabl-y a very' very ÍmporÈant
reason why we got a branch of the University here and other people got state
colleges.

Q: But Clayton Gay and Ed LaFave and others on the board...I dontt know íf
Clayton Gay was, but Ed LaFave üras.a graduate from the Universíty of Mínnesota. Díd
this hel-p or hurË their tryíng t,o sell the idea that Morris needed a branch of
the University instead of just a st,ate college?

Oh, I thínk ft definiteLy helped because íËfs quite important Èo know the people
in the adminístraËíon fo the University, main campus. Itts very importanÈ to
have good political friends, between the politÍcs of education and the realities
of the of the needs. ThaÈ was quite important, to have somebody ídentifíed with
a graduati;r¡¡ class of the Uníversity.

Q: ¡rhen the Morrís cormnunity knew Ëhe school was eomíng, how dld they feel about
donating money?
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They were very, very receptíve. The headl-lnes came out on the Mlnneapol-is Tribune:
Uníversfty Branch at MorrÍs, Mínnesota. It was reaL1-y a tremendousLy proud day
for everybody. It was easy to get support, and money and just anythl-ng to make
it possible. There \iras a great deal- of competitlon from many tovms all over
Minnesota and tryíng to bal-ance off the pol-itical pressures from other conmunitles
to l{esË Central- Mínnesota was quite a decisfon for the Board of RegenËs and
the polÍËicans

Q: Did it hurt at al-l- that 1t rnras always referred t,o as Èhe Morris experiment?
Did Ëhat hurt at all wlth the donations? People had second thoughÈs?

No, I donrt think so. I think the reason they had to cal-l it an experÍment, is
because that name r^ras more sal-eable to some of the people thaË lost out. There
r^ras a branch of the UnÍversity at Dul-uth; this was the next branch. Of course
there rirere connectlons in the University here to the farm campus so ft was an
ongoing relationshfp but fn a dífferent administraËive l-evel-.

Q: iühat type of courses r^rere offered at the agricultural school when the agriculturaL
school was sËill- ( in operatlon) ?

trrlell, a high school type of courses p1-us the agrícultural additions to the course.
It, was never thought of as a Junior college.

Q: l{ere they enough to saËisfy the needs of a kÍd who was going to be a farmer?

In the early days, yes. They did a very flne job for many, many years. I woul-d
imagine.,for about forty years it operaËed a very flne farm campus.

Q: You said fn the early days. I,rlas it starËing that it !,rasntt offering enough
courses for Èhe farmers?

No, I think that the enrollment had decl-íned. You see, I¡¡e had al-ot more farms
in the 30rs and 40rs and 50rs. All- of a sudden you had a Èremendous consolldation
of farms. A greaË number of children leaving the farm for Ëhe big city. So

naturally enrolllment \¡rent down with the size of the farm families going down.
lllhere a l-arge farm was 160 acres in the 30f s, 40rs and 50ts, it is considered a

very smal-L farm today.

Q: If it did meet the needs, how did fhe I,üCEDA convince the farmers that a coll-ege
was needed here?

The farmers realized that they were getting to becorne big businessmen wiLh
tremedous ínvestments and capital- f l-or¿s. They had to reall-y change f rom small
operators to big operators. Big businessmen. They needed more education and
they needed better economícs. They had to run the farm jusÈ l-ike the businessmen
runs his busfness. So uníversity education rvas appealíng Èo the farmers.

Q: I listened to the stan tr{enberg trânscrlpt and it stated that only 30% of the
fathers whors kids atLended UMM that fírst year had gone beyond the eíghth grade
as far as school \nrent. I^Iith Lhis being so, how did the I4ICEDA convince the
community of the need for a coJ-l-ege?

trIel-I, this is one to the greaÈ things that I^ICEDA l-earned: that there \,ras a
tremendous l-ack of hlgh school- students going on to coll-ege in West Central-
Minnesota, ln fact the lowest (number) of hfgh school students goÍng on to colJ-ege
in Êhe state of Minnesota. Of course that first year shows that, not only had
Lhey not gone on to hfgh school- but that they Just qult aÈ eighth grade. So ÍÉ



4

showed a greåt educational
educatÍonaL facílitíes out
into the met.ropolitan area
and poll-ution and people.
to the whole area.

drought out here and the great need for getÈing more
in the counLry rather than concentrating everyLhing
and compounding metropolítan problems with traffic
To decentralize the state and bring equaL opportunltles

Q: He also saíd that at that Ëíme it hTas a very prosperous communiËy as such.
How could Ëhey convínce them if ít was aLready a prosperous atea?

tr{eJ-l, there \^rere tremendous changes going on at the time. The farm populatlon
hras gett,íng smaller, the farms \^rere getting bigger. Businesses \^Iere getting
largãr. (We) were going through a tremendous economic change where everybody
realízed that if they dídntt change wíth it, theytd be l-eft behínd. So Ëhey
jusË became more recipt,ive to change. Rather than resistíng change, they became

more receptive to change.

Q: Did the people of the community hesitate to send thefr klds to Morris because
the faculty that was just coming ín was rather green and they didnrt have too much

teachfng experíence as such?

No, I think that they rel-íed upon the good judgement of the main campus administration.
This was here, and econonÍcaLly many of the people, if it hadntt been here,
couldnft have sent theír chil-dren to college. They could 1íve at home or they
could coarnute. Many of them commuËed for 30 miles each way and the only difference
was that Èhey had Èhej-r car mi1-eage. It made it possÍble for them to get an

educatíon. They didntt have any alternaLÍves. They either came here oT they
dÍdntt get an educatlon. lthen they came here Ëhey found out it was a vely great
experience because everybody was really hyper and gettin Ëhings going and moving'
lfe had a tremendous first Provost, Rodney Briggs, who had theat tremendous

enËhusíasm. (He) just hlent, to every high schooL opportuníty to tal-k Ëo students.
He was goíng aay-ana nighÈ, reall-y conveyfng the enthusuasmt the newness, and the
greatneãs of the University. The perfect man for the job at Ëhe time.

Q: AnoËher thing thaÈ I remembered abouti.the l{enberg transcript was that it
stated that al-ot of the farmers would tel-l- thefr kids that they wanted them to
stay on Èhe farm. ....that theytd gíve them a car if they didntt go to college
or sornettring such as that. How did they convÍnce pepple ltke that that they shoul-d

let theír kids go to college?

tr{ell, there are always some peopl-e who want to keep chÍl-dren at home for their
o\,rrn purposes. But I thínk as the chíldren looked at other farms dying, merging

and ão iorth, they realized that there \ÂIas a chagge coming in farmíng. The

trac¡ors were bigger; the farms \^lere getting bigger. It (took) bigger investments'
The bank lnslsteã on better credent,ials and betËer judgements; and you goË better
judgements by being a lfttle bit better educated'

Q: Even if the people in charge of the college \^lere sure it was going Ëo stay, how

dia yor-, sel-l- it lo p.t"p"cítive students because ít was always called the Morris
experiment? ff tft.y r"ot.d Ëo get an educaÈion they wouldnrt T^7ânt to go one

year maybe and then go some other place....

I,rle1-l, that onl-y lasted for probabl-y tow years and that was basically brought out

to appease several- other communiÈíes. I'le knew thaË after one or t\^Io years ít
was pretty much permanenË. That experimental name was dropped quite quickl-y

after thaÈ.

Q: But how díd they sel-l it to the students?
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Inlel-l-, at Ehat tÍme there \iras a tremendous amount of students goíng to college.
The bfg boom as you recall. There r,ras a tremedous need for teachers ín those days.
This was the days of Russlan science..the SputnÍks and so forth. Education was

real-ly a very high prÍority. The United SÈates government \^7as pushing it so iL
was quÍte ímportant to geL good universíties and good educatíon. It just sno\^t-

baLled.

Q: So that's how they got the students then?

Ríght. EverythÍng was ful-l. ft was just a tremendous demand. You realize LhaL

at this time we díd not have Marshall, Mínnesota and we did not have alot of Juníor
col-leges. All- those came afLer UMI"I.

Q: In reading some stuff, I saw where key legislators sald that íf Morris waited
untíl 1961- there woul-d never be a school- Èhere. Lthy did they say that? tr{hat

were their reasons for sayíng that?

I LhÍnk like anythíng, this is a matter of tímíng, Perfect timing and good

execuËÍon and good judgements, that therets a ríght tÍme to move. (At) thís time
the United States gãvernment, the state government, everything uras "gott on
educat.ion. The J-egislators vüere receptíve to it and we had the finest organized
educatíon group in the state of Minnesota. There hras no other operation Ëhat really
compared to tr^lest Central- Educat.íon Development Assocat.fon. hle were complimented,
in the stat,e capital , on what a fíne job wetd done.

Q: That was the t59 ]-eglslature that passed it. Why did he think in two years
Èhat it woul-d make a dÍfference, that they woul-dnrt (pass it)?

The idea that we had here kind of snowbalLed. Then you had many other towns thaL
wanted the same thing thaÈ we \¡/ere successful in. So instead of having just one

person come in, or t\n/o ör three, Ëhere were 20 communities. The competiÈion was

ão gr.rt and final-ly there \^/asntË the money. IË just couLdn't finance all of
these. Of course even ín the next ten yeaïs (a) Èrememdous amount (was) spent
for education in the state college syst.em, the junior college system' and vocaËional
educarion. EveryËhing had to fít ín at the ríghË time. I,üe fit ín for the
Universfty branch and we r^/ere very fortunate to have IJMM.

Q: So you think he saw Ëhese oÈher thÍngs like vocational and junlor col-leges \^rere

going to take ín the funds...either this came no\il or ít woul-dntt be able to....

Ríght. It's a liËtle bit of a band\^ragon. Some people miss the bandwagon and some

people got onto ít at the begínníng. They saw the need; they \'Ient after the need;

they got the need. Then somebody says me too.

Q: In the first few years of the coll-ege I assume Bríggs tried to get the conununiËy

involved l-n the college. I,ilhy dÍd he do that?

lfel-J-, we would never have had a university wíËhout a few key people, whaÈ we cal-l
business and professional people, Dr. Fred Behml-er, ClayËon Gay' hle had the Ed

Morrísonts, tire Tom Staehlers, we had Ed LaÏaves, and so forth. Ifhenever he needed

help and push and poliÊical museLe, he would come Ëo the community. But the
trouble ís that yo,, "tt 

tt expect the same people to do Èhe same job year aft'er year'
Thatfs a problemhlerre having today because not enough of the young people will
get ín¡o gear and get experience to take over the job that others have started.
The Dean at thaÈ time satd, Itm very fortunate Èo have such an active group of
people that are not educators, but real-ly the man of Ëhe street' That helps me

to do a better job when I have to do it.
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Q: So he tried to show the college to the conununíty because he was afraíd that 1t
might close down ff he didnrt have this whole communiËy support at, the beginnlng?

No. I Èhlnk he was thinkÍng thaÈ a uníversíty shouLd al-so be of value to Èhe

people that l-ived Ëhere. They got cultural- things, if a person Just exposes
hirnsel-f. Theytve got. tremendous movies that you can go there for a very f-ittle
fee. Theyrve got Èheir night courses. Theyrve got talent that. comes out here.
All you have to do is wal-k ouË there and expose yourseLf to the tremendous
cul-ture and improvement courses.

Q: Do you thínk he wanted to do this, that he \¡ras tryíng to expose those people
to Èhfs ídea and jusË show them what, an attraction it had?

Yes. In any cormunlty, in any organízation, you al-ways find people Èhat are
negatíve or opposed to something before they even understand 1t. Itfs just thefr
nature not to be for anything. Many Ëimes peopl-e are never for anything unless
1t benefiËs them directly rather than indÍrectly. Then they will- support ít.

Q: Even though the colLege was only ín operation for one school quarter before the
l-egislatuïe meÈ that year, Èhey were going to decide if the experímenL at Morrls
waå goíng to be all-owed to continue. I,rrhat v¡as the reacËion of the cormnunity to
this?

I,IeL1-, they were very happy to have ít. They were very grateful to Èhe regents for
connniÈtfng Èhemselves üo a very bold experíment.. They were golng to be very' very
sure that it was not Just an experimenË, but Ëhat tt was going to be permanent' so

everybody worked doubly hard when the word experiment goÈ on the agenda.

Q: t{as the communíËy afraid at any ÈÍure...? There tlere ËI^7o requirements. I canrt
remember the exact amount of money that had to be raised, and there was supposed

to be at least 250 students enroLled thaÈ freshman year. There were only 238.

I,Iere they afraid Lhat the legislature mj-ght decide that Lhere wasntt enough studenËs
for the need of a eo1-1ege at Morris?

No, because in any new lnstitution you start, slowJ-y. Al-ot of people didnrt even

know we r¡rere out h.r" ..r.o though \^re were in the headl-ines qulte a bit. Alot
of peopl-e sald tI dontt want to start (at) a unlversity thatrs brand new. I want

Èo go to a very sophlsticated institution? so there vlas resistance from students
who said I wanÈ t,o go to al:mature universíty rather than a new university.

Q: After the coll-ege l¡las Ín operation for a couple of yearsr liTas there any

opposition to Ëhe 
"ól-1"g" 

Èhat surfaced thaÈ hadntt surfaced at Ëhe beginning?

Irm not a.hrare of any. I think that peopl-e...it woul-d be very dffficult to be

against educatíon. I doubt íf there üras any at aLl-...the normal person really fs
not as concerned and doesnrt know about it.

Q: I^Ias there any unresÈ about the faculty because they bring in a kind of a

differndt atmosphere with them?

Oh, ï thínk yes. The faculty brought 1n a Èremendous benefiË, because they brought
us what you míghË cal-l new blood, ner¡r ídeas. They added tremendousl-y to the
churches, to the various organízations l-n Èovm, all the way from the cíty council
to ciÈy planning. They 5usi brought a worLd of talenÈ. The cildren fmproved

the high school system by bringing ln bright young kids and bright young ldeas'
It was just a great Ímpact, sociall-y, economícal-ly and everything else'

Q: trIas there any opposítion to minorities coming lnto the connnuníty?
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I^Ie dtdnrt have any minorÍties Èo speak of ín the early days. There were just a very
few. Then as the years r.rent on, r¿e had the minoriÈies showing up, but basicall-y
they had very few problems. They had a few rumbles but nothing like any other
part of the staÈe or the other part of the country.

Q: There üras a black Engllsh teacher trying to find a home or something and
they didnrt wanÈ hím Èo buy Ít or something líke that...

Oh yes, f remember that. That was maybe 15 years ago, but that soon died out.
The first black or anythíng líke that is al-ways a bíg deal and after that happened
they found out that hers just like anybody eLse.

END 0F SIDE ONE--BEGIN SIDE TI^I0

Q: Even after the school had been ín exístence for one whole year, youtve ment,ioned
that there T^rere certain other communíties that were fn opposition because they
were jealous; they wanËed a schooL for thefr tÒwn. The western and southüTestern
four year college connnittee r^ras stil1 against it, after one year. Did this bother
Ëhe Morris community?

I real-ly dontt know. I thfnk probably Ed Morrison and Ed LaFave and those people
could inform you more on that. But I know that \^7e tried to operate r¿ith as many
gïoups as possÍbl-e, teJ-ling them thaL wetd supporÈ them if Ëheytd support us.
If Èhey ahd a víable ldea and were well organized, \dhy wetd support them. !'le

hrerentt an otganizaïÍon that qras stríctJ-y se1-fish, just for our arêar because we
knew that we could not accomplish what we wanted to accomplÍsh withouÈ Ëhe support
of the North Central or the NorthwesÈ Al-liances and Southwest Al-líances. lrle

were al-l Ín the same ball game. tr{e were basically talkíng about the wealth goíng
to the metropol-ítan area and nothing coming out here.

Q: trrlere they ever ïrorríed that the regents mÍght see thaË there \474s opposítion
and it r+ould never be cohesive?

No, becaase you see, UMM is entíreJ-y dífferent than a state coll-ege system. Therers
onLy two outstate campuses, basically, IIMD and UMM. So as soon as Ëhe IIMM experíment
was here...there was a separate situation when Marshal-l, Minnesota wanted to
get a staüe college or St. Cl-oud or Mankato or Moorhead r¡anted to expand theirs...
thaÈ was an entírely different bal-l- game and entírely different set up.

So Èhey dídntË really care about opposition from other pl-aces?

No, no" It rras a matter of tyou got a branch of the UnÍversity.'

Q: Do you thínk Ëhatrs one of the reasons why the people ín charge to trying to
get a co1-l-ege here wanted a university instead of a state college as such?

Yes, itrs a higher degree of educatíon. The Universi-Èy of Minnesota is one of the
top educat.ional lnstitutions in the Unit,ed States. Yourve got a degree from here
and yourve got one of Ëhe best degrees ín the UnÍted States.

Q: Getting back to this group, Ëhey did have an article published in the Minneapolis
paper with derogatory conments with respect to the Morris coll-ege. Did this worry
the Morris communíty at all-? Being that it got in the paper that was state wide,
it míght get people to staït wondering íf thís rea1Ly was going to work here.

Anythíng like that díd. But this type of situaÈlonr You had to expect that. You
just \{ork and try to convert and are persuasive and you do your homework and get
the Job done.
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Q: So it did worry the community, but it didn't really ..• 

Well, it's part of the job. If you've got a big project, you've got big problems. 
If you've got a little project, you have little problems. This was a big project, 
but it didn't have many big problems. But it had alot of little problems. It 
moved very well and it moved very fast when it did finally move. 

Q: Did any of the people think .•• "well, wait a minute here, I donated all that money, 
what might happen to it?" When the saw somethJimg like this, was there anybody 

that worried about that aspect? 

No. The businessmen and some professional men donated money to causes every 
month; whether it's to get new doctors or whatever it is. It's part of the on­
going committment that people have to make a better community. They just hope 
that the organization that is getting money has done their homework, has got it 
well thought out, it's going to be well spent and (that) it'll amount to something 

worthwhile. 

Q: So it's kind of like stocks and bonds in a way? 

That's right, that's right. 

Q: Thank you very much; I think that's about it. 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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