INTERVIEW WITH MRS. MARY BOGIE
by Susan Strumm
August LJ., 1975
Glenwwod, Mn.

Q;; Today is August 4-, 1975. I am at the home of Mrs. Mary Bogie.
And we are here to talk about Mrs. Bogies remembrances of her life
as a youngster in Pope County. So how are you feeling today? Oh,
come on now.
Just fine.

Q:

OK, good. Glad to hear it. Now I was asking about your parents.

Well, I was born in Eastern Canada Province. It was measured diferently then. Now here itrs Pope County and I suppose in Canada
it was Providence.

Q:

Providence?

I think th2rt rs what they called it. And I was 3 years old in December
and we came out to Minaesota in April after I was 3 years old, and
I remember being on the train, it was a mixed train. The one car
or whatever they were called. My dad brought .•• he was a farmer and
he brought a team of horses and a cow and his machinery with him
and he was ..• he would take my brother and go out in that, and they
never let me go. I had to stay in the coach with my mother. And
Ird get so tired of sitting hhere. And I donrt remember leaving
Canada, but I remember when we got to Sauk Ce~ter and they pulled
the cars mn a sidetrack so they could umload. And my fatherrs
sister had came here a few years before him, and of cousse her husband,
he met us at the depot and they had to unload the machinery and the
cattle and take them over near Glenwood, east of Glenwood maybe LJ.
or 5 miles, and it was kind of rainy and dark, and I was sleeping
part of the time and we had .•• it was just a single buggy, I guess,
one seat, and there was mother s~ and myself and we rode with this
man, I guess it was my uncle or else my cousin, he mas much older
than I. And I remember getting there, then I donrt remember anything
until we had moved out of there.

Q:

Was that over by Sedan?

Yes, that was about 3 miles north west of Sedan. Therers a building
the old building has been torn down and the new building built in
the same spot.And so we lived there. And as we lived there, I remember my father telling my brother, who was a year older than Ij
to go and chase the geese. A big flock of geese had lit in his
wheat field, ~and the wheat was just coming up, and they were eating
it up like sheep would eat up a greea pasture, and he told us to
go over there and the geese all rose up and flew away. But that is
the only time I ever remember them sending us to chase the geese
out of the wheat field. But that was a fact, and when we lived in
this place there was a slough and there was water in it, and the ducks
nested in this place, and my brother was quite an explorer, is that
(80-5 min.)

what you call it? And he would walk and he was a great lover of
nature, and walking around that slough- why he found an old ducks
nest and little ducks in it, and he took his cap and put the ducks
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in it and brought them home to raise them. But the folks, they didn 1 t
know how to feed wild ducks, so they all died on him and he felt
real bad about that. Then one sunday my dad took us, all the children
and we went over to an Uncles and Aunt 1 s place and had dinner, and
driving home why dad drove along a slough, and he was looking over
the hay, he wanted to put up hay off of this place, and here we noticed the wagon tires on the wagon were all spots of red with strawberries sticking to themo And that 1 s how thick the strawberries were
aroun~ that slough, and after he brought the piece of land, my dad
·:b:mght, I don 1 t know how much it was, 80 acres or so, and he always
called it the Head of McCloud Lake" McCloud Lake, when the water
was high, it enterred into Grove Lake and then Grove Lake, there
was nothing at the other end of that. McCloud Lake was abuut 2 miles
long, and .••

Q:

And that 1 s where you lived until you were how old?

And there was no roads and he made it driving that where he was going
to build, his home, and it was so rough and bumpy as we rode along
and there we lived for.o.I don 1 t know how long. And then of course
he built ...

Q:

First you lived on the original place, and then you moved to
the head of McCloud Lake?

Yes, that was.o.he had to rent his first farm he was on and he
didn 1 t have ... he only had one team of horses, and he ,couldn 1 t,
and I don 1 t know how much land he did plant to grain, and then my
uncle was a carpenter and he built a building at the head of McCloud
Lake and there was .•• we drove along the banks of the lake and then
he made a road and graded it down on the sides to drain it.

Q:

When was that? After a lot of people lived around there?

Well, there was .•• I don 1 t .• othere was another family already
living there I think and that was Fowles ••• that was John Fowles,
I think, they were old people, had come from Scotland and there the
youngest son was about my age ..• no the age of my father. They used
to neighbor together, I get ahead of myself.

Q:

OK, let 1 s go back, what 1 s your birthday, first of all, I didn 1 t
ask you when you were born?

Oh, I was born the 16th of December, I think that was 180.0 it must
have been 1889, and my, no .•• the next year was 1880, so I was born
in 1879.
(164- 10 min.)
Q: 1879.

In 1879,

Q:

So now you 1 re 95.

And I.oo( unintelligible) because I go along with the year. Lasto••
Now like what 1 s this year? 70?
Q:

19750
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Huh.
It's 1975.

Q:

1975, and you see I am 95.

Q:

Right, but you will be 96 in December.

Right.

Q:

So you were born in 18790

Yes.
Q:

In 1879.

1879.

Q:

OK, and what was your father 1 s name?

My father's name was William John Hawn.

Q:

Hawn, how do you spe~l that?

HAWN, and he was a German, and my mother, she came from Holland.
Her parents were~ .othey settled in PennEylvania because my mother always said she was PA Dutch. Her and Dad used to ••• Dad said, well,
that the Dutch were .•• there was no difference between the Dutch and
the Germans. And mother said yes there was.

Q:

What did she say?

She said that the Dutch were a meaner people than the Germans were .••
no, how was that now? The Germans weren't as nice a people as the
Dutch were- c au.:s e she was PA Dutch. My mother's parents they moved
from PA over to Eastern Can adao That 1 s where mymother was born.My
grandparents moved from over to Canada and then my mother was
born in Canada and they moved into woodland and they cut down the
trees and burned them all off and made gardens and spots to build
their home and thyy cut down these trees to build homes, log homes
anf=they had some pretty nice ones. And they used to trim thei~
maple trees, so then they had maple sugar.

Q:

Do you knww what province that was in Canada? Eastern Canada,
was it New Brunswick ••.

Eastern Canada, I wish I could send and get a map. I have thought
of that and thoµght -of that many times.

Q:

OK, did you ever visit there.

Go back to Canada?
Q:

. Yes.

No, there was the Alexanders, and the Hutchinsons, and the Eastmans,
and the Johnsons all came from one big neighborhood, and they bought
land close together and they visited back and forth.
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Q: They moved from Canada •••
From Eastern Canada to Pope County.

Q:

Oh really.

They lived ••• now those old homes that are still there
are 4- or 5 miles north of Sedan. Sedan at first •• that
Post Office ••• and Thorston ••• the town was Thorston but
office was Fowles. Fowles Post Office. Well, then they
changed it from Fowles to Thorston to Sedan.

Q:

some of them,
was Fowles
the post
got busy and

That 1 s interesting, do you know why?

Well, it was confusing, I guess.

Q:

I know, but why did they choose the name Sedan?

(251- 15 min.)
Well, the one man took it upon his shoulders, and that was H.H.
Beeley and he lived in Grove Lake, and he was our Sunday School
Superintendent for years. H.H. Beeley. I have a little card he
gave me at christmas time, I think I have it yet. It 1 s about that
long and about that wide and his name is on it, and some few
words, and it was gilded to make it pretty. And I think I still
have it., but I got so much junk here than .••

Q:

Oh, is that right?

Umm-hmm.
OK, that was you and your parents and who else in your family?
Well, I don 1 t know how many- just how my fathers brothers and sisters
all came, whether they came with ...

Q:

What about your brothers and sisters?

Well, I only had one brother.

Q:

One brother and was he older than you?

They had a little baby they lost a little boy, and mother and they
didn 1 t have doctors then and they lived way out in the country, and
mother thought he died from pnemonia. He had a cold bad and she
was carrying a baby when we came out here because in July after we
got here they had another son, and his name was Joe and he was named
after my father's brother Joe. There was Willy and Joe, they were
boys together.

Q:

Well then, did he die this little boy?

No, the one t i.tat

Q:

was born here, he 1 s dead now, but he died an old man.

So -you had two brothers?
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I have lodt two brothers and I have lost a sister a year ago. Sometime last summer she passed away and she lived at Windom, Mn. Her
husband got work down there, he learned the plumber, he learned to
be a plumber from D. W. Row, who was the plumber here in Glenwood,
andd then Mr. Row didn 1 t have work for him all winter, and he had
to have a job where he would work all the time. --so he got this
job down at Windom, so he moved down there while I was married then
and had part of my family to raise and she had her family before
they moved down there.

Q:

Back to when you first moved to Glenwood. What did the town
look like when you first moved here?

Oh, there wasn 1 t much to it. Wood sidewalks with big cracks in the
boards, it wasn 1 t fun. Then there was some that came from Eastern
Canada and they- the Hutchinsons, the Eastmans, The Johnsons, and
the Bogies and the Hawns and the Alexanders. They all come to
Glenwood to the pavillion here then and had a get-together of all
the friends. And of course the y took some of the children, and
my aunt sent a note over to my mother- how would it be if they
took just the girls and let the boys stay at home alone. We were
that big and we went down to the pavillion and down to the lake
and some went uptown, and one girl, she got a string of beads for
10¢ and oh my did they have- then all the girls of all the neighbors
aroond wanted a string of beads. I remember my dad- I went to him
and got a dime and we ran on the sidewalk, it was fun to run on
those boards, and so we bought all the beads that old lady had.

Q:

I suppose. Jane told me that there was something about how no
one had any stoves.

About what?

Q:

No one had any stoves in their houses.

Stoves?

Q: So everyone would cook the beans or the bread downtown, or
something.
Oh, no.

Q:

That 1 s not true huh?

That Jane has got a - she has- when that was about- I was married in
1902 and my husband 1 s father had a bakery and it was built of brivk
and he baked a hund r ed loaves of bread in there at a time. I think
there was somebody that just baked bread in a stove and sold bread.
My husband 1 s father built a real bakery oven. It was all brick and
was a great big thing, and he had the building from the street you
came in here into this building and they gave meals and they- he
built a small building and built this oven in there and a great,
long bench that he made bread on.

Q: So it was a little like a restaurant, a little cafe?
Well, no, he didn 1 t serve any meals out there, but in this home they
did. Grandma was a good cook and they sold .•• it was .•.

Q:

That was right here in town?
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Yes, where Wimpy 1 s is now, but those buildings have been torn down.
After Gramps- years afterwards and then they had .•• right across the
srreet where the post office is now.a.up about there where that
parking lot is ..• then they had a bakery there •••• and I 1 m getting
ahead of myself. And he had wagons, bakery wagons that went.a. they
baked .•• my oldest son baked in there for a long time.

Q:

Did youo •• where did you go to school? Did you go to school before
you came to Glenwood, before you were ten?

No, you see I was only 3 years when we come from Canada and my brother
was 4. We went to W~stfi eld, that school is tom down. That was .••
we called that the foot, at the foot of McCloud Lake. We lived at the
head of McCloud Lake and we had ro walk all that distance down to .••
that was 2 miles we had to wa l k ~o school. Then my father .•• when they
built the much larger school in Sedan, and that building is still
there, it 1 s a home now, it 1 s been a home for many years . •• in that
building we had our church in, Christmas programs, and we want to
school there and all the entertainment we had was in the schoolhouse,
it wasn 1 t very much.

Q:

Was there ever any traveling entertainment? People come through
and give plays?

Oh, people used to go through the stage coach • • . there was many tracks
of where the stagecoach had run because they went through the pasture
and my uncle 1 s farm joined my father 1 s farm, and that joined their
father 1 s farm. They were all in a bunch and then on up the hill was
two other brothers, there was Uncle Wallis and Jacob and Joseph and
willy John, the land was all connected.

Q:

And the stagecoach ran right through?

No, not while we w~re there. That was before we were ever there. The
rut got worn down so bad with the wagon wheels and the rain and the
wind until the hub of the wheel would be down here in this .•. and the
hub would start rubbing on there. Then they made a new track and one
hillside went through my uncle 1 s farm and part of our pasture, and
they had worn down two roads and had started on the third, and
that was going from, I suppose that went from Alexandria to what
is Terrace now , and on down Chippewa, they called that Chippewa.

Q:

Chippewa trail?

UH-huh, and they .•• where Terrace is now, they built a flour mill,
and they .•. from the water, you know, that was their power. They
ground their wheat and oats and made feed.

Q:

Did you have dances?

Dances? Yes , but you just went from one home to another . We would have
a party and they would clear the table, wither take it outdoors or
set it over against the wall and put the chairs in the living room.
My uncle was a violinist and then a friend of his ... now this friend
of my uncle 1 s ... he was George King and his wife is now in the Lutheran
Home.

Q:

In Glenwood?
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In Glenwood, here. But her husband is dead many years. My uncle eventually moved out to Washington , the state of Washington. This aunt
and uncle •.. why they didn 1 t . . . somehow or another they got pretty
heavy into debt, and so they moved, sold what they had, took what
they could with them and they moved clear to the state of Washington.
I was a big kid then.

Q:

What did they expect, a job out there, or land?

Well, I don 1 t know who they communicated with or anything about that.
All I know is that they went and wrote back and they landed in Yacama
Valley and oh, what a wonderful place that was. Dad would have liked
to go. He didn 1 t talk too much about it; but mother didn 1 t care oo
go. She had planted her roots north of Sedan and there .•• she didn 1 t
(567 - 30 min.)
want to leave. So they never went out there, but they used .•. the
kids were getting to be . •. there was nothing for children to do
around here, but you see when they got out there, the first thing
in the spring, along May, I suppose, they could work in the hop
factory . They picked hops. You don 1 t know what that is .

Q:

Hops?

They make yeast out of it. Then from the hop pay came ..• there was the
oldest boy and the two girls- they could all work, and then they got
to pick cherries, plums , apples and grapes. Then they got along jrnt
fine when the kids could earn a little something. I don 1 t know what
Uncle Angus did.

Q:

Back here in Minnesota, was it pretty hard sometimes, financially
to keep going?

I can 1 t tell you about that, but it was rough .

Q:

Was farming enough?

Yes, farming . .. but my father had got a sandy pi.ece of land, and his
grain didn 1 t turn out very good because we had a hot dry spell just
about the time the wheat would be heading out. The grain didn 1 t get
large and nice. Someplaces where it was low it would be nice. But
we just struggled along with the cows and .•• mother, me, and my
brother and sold it for 12¢ a pound.

Q:

Did you sell other produce? Vegetables?

No, vegetables. We just raised vegetables for our own use; but my
dad, he would raise maybe 50 or 60 geese and the same of duckss
and sell them in the fall, and mother used to pick them and sell 1
the feathers for a $1 for a pair of pillows. Wasn 1 t that awful?

Q:

Really terrible. That was a lot of work.

We used to buy .. • she would go to the store in the folley and buy
outing flannel, you can 1 t get ahold of it now, and she made pajamas
and nightgowns and petticoats and little shirts and panties, underpanties.
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Q:

Did she make guilts too? I suppose.

Oh, yes. Saved all the little snippers and pieced them togetherr.

Q:

Then would there be quilting bees?

Not much in .•• where I grew up -that neighborhood from Grove Lake
to Glenwood, no like they do now. But in Canada they used to have
quilting bees and they had maple trees and they would gather the sap
in the spring and they 1 d boil it down, and make maple syrup. Then
it was quite a trick to boil it down to get sug~r. They had to
boil it and it had to be watched so close.

Q:

So it didn 1 t scorch.

So that it didn't scorch. So they didn't make too much sugar, but
they made a lot of heavy syrup. I don 1 t think that my folks and my
neighbors around, they might have sold some, but I don't think so,
just for their own use.

Q:

There is a lot of sugar maples around here, but they didn't do
that around here?

No, never did that around here.

Q:

What about your brother. Did he do things to make money?

He like his father, went on a farm, you know.

Q:

When he was at home, I mean.

As soon as he got to be a man, he went. Dad and my neat brothers, yuu
see I had 3 brothers. My oldest brother went away and worked for wages.
He earned himself a team of horses and then he earned the harness,
and then the wagon, and then I suppose they got married and his wife
raised chickens, sold the eggs as what we did.

Q:

Did he rent land at first?

Yes, at first. I don't know. The homesteads were all taken at the
time my father moved out here and there were no more homesteads.

Q:

That would be in 1882 or 1883.

Yes, along there. I was born in 1879 and then Dad moved out here
when I was 3 years oldo It would be among about 1883 then when he
moved out here.

Q: What did other people who weren't farmers do, or was everybody
a farmer. Did some people just do trapping or fishing?
In the wintertime they did trapping.

Q:

The farmers did too, I suppose.
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My brother used to trap a lot, but my father never bothered with the
trapping because he had to drive about 6 miles and chop. He bought
an acre of land in the Grove Lake Woods and then he would ••• they
went down there and measured it off you know ••• he would, probabl y
about 9 0 1 clock he wouls start. He had to drive that 6 or 7 miles
to get into his pieve of woodland, then cut down his trees, cut the
branches off, and load them on his sleigh, if it was the wintertime
and b y the time he got home, it woµld be dark . And that was wood to
burn in the heater and in the cook stove, for fuel and heat. That 1 s
about all he did in the winter. Along in March you would see the far mers all going to their pieces of land , hauling home their wwod, and
they has to put up all their swnmer wood then. I guess the y cut it all
with an axe. Cut up all the wood and split it. The y would have piles
of wood that big. around, way up over their heads. That dried out
through the swnmer and oh, it was dirty, and they had to gather up all
the wood they used through the summer because the y were putting up
ha y and harvesting and then the threshing and then the plowing for
the next year again.

Q:

All with horses?

All with horses.

Q:

How late did your father farm with horses, or did he alwa ys farm
with horses?
He always farmed with horses. Everybody farmed with horses, oh, I
suppose until a few years ago, it isn 1 t so very long ago and yet it
seems a long time since the y got of .•• well as soon as the cars began
to come in.

Q:

I suppose that was around the 20 1 s, 30 1 s,

~o ..• no

1920 or 1930?

Well ma ybe about that time.

Q:

Well, then, of course maybe

later.

As the y could see their way through, you know, to buy what they did
have toda y , first the y had a tractor and the y hitched that one to
their drag and that would drag and smooth their farms all down. Then
they would hitch that tractor onto their seeder .•• or later they got
the seeder just scattered the grain like that, you know. But then they
got the drills and that made it come up in rows. Then you would drive
along the road and look in and their was ••• when it was first coming
up so straight. Then the y got their harvestors.

Q:

When you were young on your father 1 s farm, aid you help?

Oh, you bet I helped.
What did you do?

Oh, what did I do, I washed the dishes. Oh, how I hated that. My
father, a couple of his sisters, they would go away and hire out to
do housework. They would earn money and get themselves shoes and
clothes and come home at my father 1 s home and they would come there
and stay. I remember my dad 1 s youngest sister •••
Q: Did you work outside the farm?
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In the garden, not very mucho Go the pastures and the hay meadow
sloughs and pick strawberries. I was a slow worker in everything.
We would go out and pick strawberri~s and mother would have a bit
and helped us husk them and wash them and then mother would make
strawberry sauce. We ate a lot of fresh strawberries because my
mother didnTt know much about canning, because in Canada they dried
everything. In Canada when my mom and dad were young they used to
have what they called parring beeso Everybody had orchards. The whole
group of young folks and.oowould get together and peel apples and
slice them. Then they would run a wire or a string through the core
and hung them up over the kitchen stove and they dried. When they got
so dry they could take them down and put them away in boxes.
--

Q:

-

Did your mother do that too?

(

qss -46' /n111)

When she was in Canada, but not after she came here.

Q:

Did she do any canning at all?

Oh, yes, she learned to can. She used to put up 100 quarts of strawberries. And real thick strawberries too. Well, in about 19 .•. I was
married in 1902 ..• about 1910 or 12, dad went away out between International Falls and Baudette, and homesteaded a piece of woodland.
Then he hired men and horses and took the timber off and hauled it
to Rainy River. Then other lumbermen bought it and they took it down
to the mills in Baudette and Rainy River and International Falls. They
made lumber ... what they call lumber they made ..•. saw mills and they
made it into lumber.

Q:

Did he leave his farm then?

Yes, he left. He sold his farm in Grove Lake and moved to Indus, that
was about halfway between . Baud ette-· · and International Falls. He had
to go into International Falls, that was their county seat, they had
to do all their business in International Falls.
(1048- 5 2 min.)

