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I 1m sitting in Myrtle Olson 1s apartment here in Glenwood and today is
July 26, 1978. Some of the so called older people I 1ve met in this project
are some of the youngest people I know. Age doesn 1t have much to do with it.

Q:

Well, I still have an interest in school.
don 1t get to my school up here
very often. I felt it was my school. I was up here for 40 years, and so it 1s
kind of my school. It was very difficult to quit, but I 1m glad I 1m not
teaching now. One of my boys who has taught now, for I think he said 12
years at St. Cloud, said, 11 Miss Olson, you wouldn 1t be able to teach today. 11
And I said, 11 no, I don 1t suppose I would} 1 You see, as principal, I was
disciplinarian. And he said, 11 it 1s awful, Miss Olson, they don 1t get their
assignments, they skip school, they don 1t show up, and we don't know what to
do with them; we're helpless." Of course that 1s too bad. We didn't have that
situati·on when I was teaching. We were backed by the parents as well as by the
superintendent. So things went nicely.

Q:

And the community supported you?

Absolutely.
don't think I can name an instance where any parent talked to
me and was out of sorts because we disciplined.

Q:

And now this was both when you were a teacher and a principal?

That 1s right.

Q:

That 1s kind of interesting.

Times have certainly changed.

Oh yes, indeed they 1ve changed. But you know, I don 1t know how you feel
because you're a young man, but we're going back to this. How can anyone
teach a class and have everybody talking at the same time? You can't do it .
You can't put it across. No wonder they 1re talking about children not being
able to read today. We had them too when I was teaching. But much more is
being done for them today because they are being given extra teachers and
extra help.

Q:

You think that's helpful?

Oh yes, I think so. But I still maintain, and I talked to my superintendent,
Mr. Nordgaard at the time, "if the lower grade teachers would do nothing else
but teach them ro read," I said, 11 we in Junior High could take care of everything else. 11 Because for math they have to read, and geography they have to
read, and history they have to read, and science, and if they don't get it in
the lower grades it 1s very embarassing for them. Now I was a principal, a
supervising principal as well as a teacher for some classes. And I remember
in one eighth grade I had 20 people who could hardly read. I couldn't teach
them; when we would have a study period I would try to be as helpful as possible .
But when they couldn't r ead it they we re attentive in cla ss t houqh, the y
listened. They were good listeners. Of course, I never allowed any foolishness so they knew they had to listen. I had had many of their parent s . You
don't have to be a harsh disciplinarian.
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Q: That's what I was going to say.
or anything like that.

You don't have to carry around a whip

Oh, I never did.
I never spanked anyone. I did talk to many, that's true, but
I didn 1 t beat and shake them up . I wouldn't do it.
I remember one boy, and he'd a plumber in our town now . who was especially
interested in shop. I was supervising the final examination that spring in
shop. He couldn't read a single question so I stood by his desk and as
quietly as possible read every question. He wrote practically a perfect paper.

Q:

He could write then, but he couldn't read?

He wrote some. But you see, it wasn't much to answer yes or no, and he knew
those. But he knew the material. The poor child; sometimes my heart just
aches for those children. Because they just sat there, they knew they were
helpless, but they just couldn't read.
Q:

Is readinq a hard thinq to teach?

Well, if they don 't get the fundamentals to begin with, in the first grade.
That's wher~ they need it, in the first grade. They need the fundamentals
and of course they have to have some fun with it but they can do that. A
good teacher does that.

Q:

Back in those days, did many of the homes in the area have books and stuff
so the children could go home and read? Would there be books in people's homes
or would it mainly be classroom materials?
Mainly classroom to begin with. When I taught in the country I don't think
we had twenty books in our library. And they were old books.

Q:

Now when was this?

When I start ed in 1912.
Q:

I was in the same school for four years.

You had twenty books in the library?

Probably something like that in the library. Old books and they weren't always
suitable. I had all eight grades when I started out. Ten minutes for a class.
There those little children sat all day long, they were good list eners. Th ey
listened to eve ry class that came up and they learned from them.

Q:

Right. So the fi rst graders would also be listening to what you were
teaching the eighth graders?

Sure they did.

Q:

And some of them could answer some of th em the next day.

And the eighth graders would get review from what you taught the ...

That's right. They got review from the lower grades. When I first started,
oh, I must have been a poor teacher. I didn't know anything about a ru ral
school.
I had a mile and a half walk to school which was alright in the~.
spring and fall because I could pr epa re my assignments on the way coming and
going. I had all eight grades, 32 students that first year . As I say, they
were good list eners , but I don't know how they ever l earned anything.
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just wonder how my first graders ever learned anything. I had gone to
summer school for six weeks after I was a senior in high school. I graduated from Starbuck. When I was a senior I was asked to take the place of
a sixth grade teacher who was ill, so I taught the sixth grade for two weeks.
I didn't know how t6 teach but I had seen plenty of it. I observed my own
teachers in high school and some of them were pretty poor teachers.
I
learned from that too. And I got $10.00 for two weeks of work. I bought a
pair of patent leather schoes that cracked and powdered all over. I loved
my teaching.

Q:

Did you, right away from that two week experience, know that this was
still what you wanted to do?

Oh , even before

Q:

had that experience

knew I wanted to teach.

And the two weeks that you did didn't discourage you at all?

Not at all. No, I should say not.
I was eager to get right into it. That
was in the spring of the year, and in the summer I went to summer school here
at Glen wood for six weeks and then I began teaching.

Q:

What did they teach you in the summer school?

I had methods mostly.
Q:

That's what I needed, how to teach.

How to write a curriculum, how to figure out a curriculum?

That's right. And some help with disciplining. How to d iscipline. We had
two or three old teachers who taught us at the time. So there's some help
alright.

Q:

Did the summer program offer some type of a degree or something?

No, I got no credit for that. This is the way I got all my college ed ucati on
which I wouldn't advocate to anyone, but when you have to earn it yourself,
you do it.
I taught in the rural school for five years and I went to summe r
school. Sometimes all summer long. And in that way I could ea rn my two
years first, and I was invited to come to Glenwood. After that I kept on
going to summer school and got my degree.

Q:

Even while you were teaching in town?

Even while I was teaching in town.

Q:

So then it was 1916 when you moved to Glenwood to t each ?

1918.

Q:

I took one year off and went to Moorhead.

To the general college?

Yes. To the state university now.
didn't belong to any class.

Q:

Otherwise it was summer school work so I

So you were working year around then?
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I did, I worked the year round. But I was in good health. I was able to
do it. And I had to do it. I had to do it or I couldn't have gone to school.

Q:

Would you have stayed in the rural schools?

No, I wanted to get into town.

Q:

You didn't like the country?

Yes, I did.
was treated royally in the country. I'd spend many nights in
different homes where I got to know the families well. I liked it very much,
but I wanted to go ahead. I didn't want to stay in the same place all the time.
It was alwa ys to forge ahead, that was my idea. Now I've said that my parents
had no money to send us. We earned our own way and helped each other because
we were a big family. So that was the thing that s purred me on I think.

Q:

Where was the school?

The rural school?
Q:

Yes.

It's down on the fairgrounds now , and people say, "that's Myrtle Olson's
school". It was moved in from three miles straight west of here.

Q:

I see.

On 28?

28 is the one that connects Glenwood and Starbuck.

No, it's straight we$t. Instead of going around the lake, you go straig ht
west, and it was out there. They used to call it the Rosten district. I
walked to Starbuck on Friday evenings and back on Sunday evenings.

Q:

From three miles west of here?

So you walked about five or six mil es ?

I wa lked five or six miles to get home and back.

Q:

Back to your family?

Yes, that's right.

Q:

What did your father do in Starbuck?

My father was a machine man. He was on the road much of the time and at that
time he hacl charge of the machines in the farmer store in Starbuck.

Q:

What kind of machines?

Farm machinery. That's when he was on the road. He traveled for years until
I was in high school. Traveled for threshing machine companies. Th e Hubert
Company was one.

Q:

But you r mot her and the other children 1 ived in Starbuck?

We were nine children.

Q:

I was the oldest one nine.

An d you 1 ived in Starbuck?
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I was born in Benson.

Q:

We moved from there to Starbuck.

So yo u ' ve lived out in West Central Minnesota then for quite a few years?

Yes, I have.
I taught here in Glenwood for six years and then I went to
Brainerd for t wo years . My mother and father both passed away . So there were
three minor children so the superintendent invited me back to Glenwood. Then
I finished 34 years here?

Q:

That was Mr. Nordgaard that invited you back?

Oh no, he hadn't come yet. Mr. Pryor was the man at the time. L. H. Pryor.
He invited me to come back to Glenwood. So they have been interesting years
of experience . Now the other day I was a guest down at the Minnewaska House
and I met five of my students of years ago. And the other night I met three
more of my students of years ago. I was at Alexandria yesterday; we brought a
patient home from there and I met several. It's always interesting to meet
them.

Q:

When you see them years l ater, do you see some of t he same characteristics?
Do you remember most of the students?

Well, I tell you , I've got a good memory. Last Sunday at church, (I'm a
Lutheran) I c ame out and it's getting rather difficult for me to walk so
was holding on my brother's arm and a nice looking young lady came up to me.
And I thought, who is she? I couldn't place her. I didn't ask her, I wasn't
going to let her know that I didn't know, but I said, "you ' re l iv ing in
Rochester?'' And she said, "no, we're not, we're living in New Jersey.
knew
then that I was wrong. I thought, how am I going to find out . So I went
back to the registry at church to see, and no, I couldn't find her name . But
I saw he r the next day, and sure, Sylvia Barsness, knew her right away . It
just came back. But you see, she had been on my mind the rest of the day, during
t he night, and my waking hours I would be thinking, and I got it. Lovely
student.

One of the nurses at Alexandria yesterday caem to me a n d

I couldn' t

for the wo r ld think who she was, so I asked her right away. Sylvia Jenks.
Mrs. England. It's fun to meet all those people. I get invited to their
class reunions. So I get to hear what they always have to tell , what they're
doing and the size of their families .

Q:

Have many o f them stayed around the community?

Well ...

Q: If you're walk i ng down the street, is there a good chance that you'll see
somebody?
Yes, yes.
I do almost every day. I was just at the bank and Bob Winters was
there. He had a grocery store here and I see him quite often becaus e he ushers
in my church too. NovJ he's quit his own store and he's working for th e Super
Valu up here. The vi ce-presiden t of the bank is my student, and ove r at the
other bank the vice-present is my student too.
I've got them a l l ov e r town .
Yes, I have.

Q:

How about going back to tho se real early rural days?
people still around here?

Are alot of tho se
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Well, there are a number of them. Some of them are still farming. Of course,
many of them have passed away. One summer I went to six funerals of my students. They were in this area, all of them. But many of them are stil 1
farming out here.

Q:

When you first started, did you live in some of the students homes?

Yes, I did. In the first year, I lived in the home of a board member and he
was a bachelor. He and his sister lived together. But then my next year I
moved to a family where I think there were three children in my school at that
time.

Q:

Did you pay room and board?

About $10.00 a month.

Q:

But I earned about $45.00.

Did you have to sign a contract for that?

Yes, yes.
I had contracts and in feet I'd 1 ike to see them today. I don 1 t
know if they have been preserved. Well, they probably are still in the county
superintendent's office. That has been discontinued of course, but I imagin e
all the old records all there.

Q:

I was wondering where those records might be. We 1 re not really sure where
they are, but we wouldn 1 t mind getting ahold of them.

Well, the courthouse could tell you I guess. They should be in the courthouse.
The county superintendent's office was there. We always had to come in with
our reports at the end of the year and they were left in the courthou se.

Q:

What kind of reports were those?

Attendance ... ?

The attendance for the year, the names of all the students . There was a regular
record of each student for the days that he attended. Of course we only taught
six months the first few years.

Q:

When did school start then?

It would start in September and we quit early in the spring becaus e the boys
helped on the farm.

Q:

Would you make it a common practice to go and visit the famili es then?
Did you try to do that?
I didn 1 t have to try.
was invited to come.
I got to know them all, and I
have kept in touch with many of them in that rural school out there.

Q: Would you talk about the students some while you were the r e ?
want to?

Would they

No, we didn 1 t say much.
I didn 1 t say much to the parents in the presence of
students . If there was something I could say that was good, I would say it.
Most of them were studious, they had to be. They were only th ere a short
time and they knew they had to be.
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Q:

So it was more of a social visit?

Yes, it was more of a social visi t than anything else.

Q: Does it make a difference when you know the family?
ment of the student?

Y6u know, the enviorn-

Oh yes, a big difference. Now I was at Brainerd for two years and I didn't
get to know the families. They were scattered. They were pretty far away and
I didn't have a car at the time, very few had cars in those days.
It really
makes a great difference. I'm thinking of one 1 ittle boy in that class in
Brainerd, oh, he was so sleepy when the afternoon came. Well, I made it a point
to find out why. His mother was widowed and they were very hard up, and he was
up at 3 o'clock every morning peddling papers. You have to know some of those
things to understand the child.

Q:

And to understand how to teach them?

Absolutely . Absolutely. Because you had to give in to many things whenev e r
you had a child who was so tired and could hardly hear what was going on.

Q:

You had to give him special attention?

That's right.

Q:

And at first you had to try to keep him interested.

Now Harold Eastlund eventually became county superintendent?

Yes. There was a Lena Otteson, a woman who was county superintendent for a
year or two I think. And then Harold Eastlund was, and there was a G.C.
Torgerson. There were all different superintendents when I taught.

Q:

What was your relationship with those people?

They'd come and visit and observe my teaching.
never felt that I got any
help from them. Harold Eastlund wasn't ny superintend e nt~ he was he re in town
when I came to town to teach.
I think in many instances they said they helped
with discipline. \-/ell, I didn't need that.
If they found things weren't
quite right, they'd tell you about it. Some of them had been teach e rs and they
were helpful in many instances.

Q:

But they would show up unannounced?

Yes, always unannounced.

Q:

So you could never prepare anything?

No.
had a sister who taught for just a very short time in the country and
she quit after the country superintendent had been there. Didn't teach th e
next year. She had trouble with her furnace one day and she said, 11 1 had
soot all over myself, all over my clothes and here the superintendent pops in. 11
Course I'm sure the superintendent understood, but she said, 11 1 'm not going
to go on like this. 11 She we nt into nursing.
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Q:

You had to do all that stuff, tend the fire, start the furnace ... ?

Absolutely. You had to begin the fires and by the time the day was over in
the coldest winters, the room was warm. And when they first came they all
huddled around the stove. It was a stove enclosed with some tin or something .
And it was cold, the floors were cold.

Q:

So the early classes would be right around the furnace?

I moved my de sk and the long bench up toward the stove. And they carri ed water
from the neighbor. Oh, it wasn't easy, but we knew we had to go through with
it, we never found anything else.

Q:
No.

Q:

There was no problem with it?
The boys took turns running to the neighbors to get a pail of water.
What was the farthe st a student had to walk?

Well, I think that my walk of a mile and a half was the longest. That was as
far away as they were. Most of them walked. Once in awhile they'd get a ride,
but not very often.

Q:

How about in real foul weather, like blizzards and things like th at ? Would
people just not come or would everybody know when it was going to be bad out?

They began calling around. If the school board found that the weat~er was
terrible, they'd call and let us know that there would be no school. But we
had school in almost all kinds of weather.

Q:

How did the school board function?

Did you have much to do with them?

Not very much. When they h ired me, they came to see me, but they never came to
the school to inspect it.

Q:

They just hired you and expected you to do the job?

That's right.

Q:

How big was the school board?

What did they do?

I think there were five members on the board when I was teaching.
there were five members on the board.

Q:

And th ey got elected every now and then?

Yes .
voted
cler k
but I

Q:

I beli e ve

School board elections were held in those days too you know. They were
on by the community. The board decided ,on the teacher of cours e. The
of the board did most of it. I didn 1 t see many of th e other board members,
knew them because they all had children here.

So they were just part of the community?
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Sure they were. They were just part of the community. I wasn't afraid of
them either. I was a bashful teacher, timid to begin with, but I was never
afraid of the school board. And here's rather an interesting thing. When I
started out in the country, I had to teach one hour a week of Norweqian. I
wasn't a good conversationalist at all, but I could read it and und~rstand it.
So all we did was read from books.

Q:

Did most of the children speak Norwegian?

No, they were all Norwegian, every one of them. I also had to teach, I think
it was an hour of religion a week. They were all Lutheran.

Q:

Did you do that for four years then?

All four years you were there?

I'm quite sure, if I remember correctly, it was all four years. I laughed
about teaching Norwegian, and I was kidded about it by my friends in town.
had one advantage because my grandfather lived with us and wotlldn 1 t talk English to us . He came direct from Norway. So of course I could read it and
write it to a certain extent.
And I remember one little girl I meet very seldom, but she was a cute
little first grader. We were having cards and it was nearing Christmas and
Santa Claus. And i think I had the word beard there, so I showed what Santa
Claus was and I asked what would you call this? And I had a word there and she
said, sheg, which is a Norwegian word for goatee. And even when I meet her now
right away she says, Miss Olson, sheg.

Q:

Did the students converse among themselves in Norwegian?

They were not supposed to. They were told not too, but when they got out at
recess time, if the teacher wasn't there, they would all talk in Norwegian.

Q:

How come they were told not to?

Because we wanted them to learn the English language. So we were told,
think it was by the superintendent, that they should not talk Norwegian
when they were in school. But you know the minute they got out, that's what
they heard at home and that was the easiest for them. As I remember it, I
had only one family in the county, and that was only for a year or so, that
were not Scandanavian. All the rest were.

Q:

And it helped for you to be Scandanavian also?

Yes, it did help. I suppose if I hadn't been , they wouldn't have asked me to
teach class in NOrse one hour a week.

Q: When you would go to the parents homes, was there a strong feeling for
being Norwegian?
\~e 11 •.•

Q:

Was that ever a topic?

Could you ever pick up on that?

I don't think it was ever mentioned.

I don't think it was.

You see, Starbuck

ri
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wasn't too far av.Jay and they knew my family. They knew my dad from the
farmer's store over there where he worked and had charge of the machinery.
As youngsters in high school we used to go to the church in that area because
they had a very active Young People's Society. I got to know many of them
from there. So I can't really recall if there was anything about it at all.

Q:

They would talk of being proud to be a Norwegain or something like that?

No. I taught, I think from the first year that every child should be proud of
his nationality. Of course in the country there wasn't much use saying that
since they were all from Norway or Sweden or Denmark. But when I came to
Brainerd, there were many Finnish, and there were Scotch and Irish and English
and there were French and I had a few Hungarians at the time. I always taught
that they should be proud of their nationality and make something of it.
I
still believe that should be done.
I go to our senior dinners and we had a quite a conversation at the table.
My brother is a great kidder and he and his wife are retired too, so we we re
talking to a woman who was new in the commmunity. We always have a t~ble prayer
for our meal and often we sing it, but the woman who gave it today asked to
give it in Norwegian. Well, for most of them that's alright. I have objected
to that because I feel it should be done where everyone could understand it.
But she gave it in Norwegian. And so the woman across the table said, I
learned that prayer when I was a child." And I said, Well, are you part Scandanavian?" 11 1 'm half Norwegian," she said. I didn't know because she's and
episcopalian . Abd then she said, "oh yes . 11 And I said, that's why you're so
nice, is it, it's the Norwegian part of you 11 • We do alot of kidding at our·
table. "Maybe that's it, my father was Norwegian."

Q:

Was the Lutheran religion out there spoken in Norwegian?

They had begun to use some English, but I was confirmed in Norwegian. I had
thought all my life it was a handicap because I learned my bible and my Catechism
in Norwegian and it was hard to interpret it into English. So I felt it was
a handicap. But there was nothing else to do because the pastor we had at
Starbuck wouldn't even admit that he could understand English. And he couldn't
talk English very well. Everything was delivered in Norwegian. But, we in our
class never talked Norwegian to each other but had to answer the questions in
Norwegian.

Q:

But in your confirmation class you would speak English?

To each other , that's all we did.

Q:

How about the rural schools?

Just about the same as Starbuck. The old pastor only talked Norweg ian; I know
he understood English. His children were older; they came home from coll e ge
and I think they talked it with him. But I don't know that he eve r delivered
a sermon i n English.
END OF SIDE ONE OF TAPE

Q: We're talking about rural schools and other things relating to teaching in
West Central Minnesota. Now maybe we can pick up some biograph i cal informa tion
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from Myrtle Olson.

So the first question I '11 ask you is when you were born?

October 21, 1893.
Q:

In Starbuck?

In Benson, Minnesota.

Q:

And your father was a ...

My father was on the road. He was a traveling salesman for threshing machines
aal the years unti 1 I became an ieghth grader we 1 ived at Benson. Then we
moved to Starbuck and I finished high school in Starbuck.

Q:

How come you moved to Starbuck?

Because he (my father) was offered a job at the farmer store to take charge of
the machine business. Then he didn't have to be on the road. Mother had been
quite ill and Dad would have liked to stay at home pretty much, so when he was
given this chance to go to Starbuck he took it.

Q:

Now was Starbuck a Norwegian community, Scandanavian?

You'd practically have to say Norwegian, but we'll say Scandanavian.
was.

Q:

Yes, it

What was Benson?

Benson was pretty much so, although we had quite a few other people . I know
when I was in the fifth grade the boy sitting next to me was a Jew and of cour se
we never had a Jew at Starbuck. And we didn't have many in Benson ei ther. But
we had the different nationalities at Benson.

Q: When you grew up in a community with lots of different nationalities, is
that a common topic at all? Did you know who the Norwegians were and who were
the ... ?
Sure we did , through our churches. There was a big Catholic Church in Benson,
and there was a Congregational Church and there was a Methodist Church. And
most of those people were not Scandanavian. But I belonged to the Lutheran
Church which was one of the bigger and of course they were all Scandanavian in
there.

Q:

Were you ever married?

No, I have never been married.

Q:

What was your mother's maiden name?

She was Raghnied Hoserud. I like her name very much. She was born in Norway
and came to Minnesota when she was a year old and they lived on a farm near
Hancock. The old Haserud farm was just sold this spring.
Q:

It was?

It stayed in the family?
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She (my mother) had one brother and he took care of the farm when Grandpa
died. Her brother died too and this spring his son sold it because his health
was not too good.

Q:

Was your fa ther born in Norway?

He was born in Norway. His father was a carpenter and they lived in Oslo,
which was Christiania at that time. He worked on the big cathedral.
In Norwegian carpenter means "snicker" so when he settled on the farm 18 mil es south
of Glenwood by this grove, it became known as "Snicker Grove". The family was
called the snicker kids. And that place still has the naMe, Snicker Grove. Of
course people begin to snicker about it because they don't know what it means.

Q: I think the last question I asked you on the other side was talking a little
about religion and I was going to ask you about when you taught one hour a
week of religion. Were you connected with the Lutheran past or? He 1 d tell you
what to teach?
Never. I just selected it myself. I think that much of it was reading bible
history stories more than anything else. I don't think that I taught Ca tec hism.
That was the main thing in the Lutheran Church. But it was pretty much reading
bible history stories .

Q:

And you would read it in Norwegian?

Sure.

Q:

Sure, we would read it in Norwegian.

Would you talk about it then too?

Yes. But I think I felt so handicapped myself so I didn't ' dare talk to much
or ask too many questions in Norwegian. Of course I prepared it ahead of time
so I 1 d know what to ask. So I wouldn't embarass them.

Q:

Was there a Norwegian Sunday School going on at the time?

To begin with they didn't have Sunday School in rural churches. But later on
they began having Sunday School.
I went to a Sunday School in Starbuck.

Q: I head one time that a rural school, after it was dismissed in the spring,
was used to a few months as a kind of religious school.
Yes, it was. They had the schools for a few weeks, religious training, and
taught it here in Glenwood one summer. We used
someone would teach that.
to have bible classes during the summer. But I didn't teach it out there.

Q:

Who would teach it out there?

Someone in the neighborhood. Maybe a student from one of the church colleg es,
because many of the students were sent to church colleges. And the student who
was home, if it was a boy or a girl, didn't make much differ ence, so one of
them would teac h. And I think in some instances maybe a son or saughter of the
pastor would do it.
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Q:

So then the students would come to school just as they always had except
this time they would be ·learning ...

There was possibly a few months vacation because we usually closed in March or
April.

Q:

So they would start coming after the field work was done?

After the field work was done. And they would go to the parochial school, it
was called the parochial school. Well, they were the good old days. Very
good old days.
I should say so . I enjoyed every bit of it.

Q: It seems like working in a close community like that would have been, you
would have had alot of support?
Oh yes, I should say so. You never heard any cross words-from any paren ts. They
often would talk about their students to me. They knew for some of them school
was a little difficult.

Q:

Could most of them read and write?

They learned, yes.
they learned.

I don't know how they could from a ten minute class, but

Q: The parents
mean.
the parents read?

I know the students could learn, but could most of

As far as I can rememb er, I don't know of asy family when the parents couldn't
read. They could, but of course, they were better in Norwegian. Many of them
were school board members and were also on different committees in the comm-:
unity . All of their business was conducted in English although in between time s
I'm sure they talked Norwegian.

Q:

What were most people farming out here then?

Grains, all the grains.
Q:

Do you recall what crops?

And then cattle.

Did they milk alot?

At one place where I stayed they had cows . I used to go out in the barn in the
evening when this man and his sister went to mil k the cows. And they weighed
every pail from every cow. So they kept a record of everything. He wa s, you
might say, ahead of his time. He was very interested in his cows.

Q:

Then you could plot the progress?

Yes, he did .

Kept a good record of everything.

Q: Ju st to switch topics a little, what were some of the changes that occured
com i ng from a rural school ro a city school? Like you only taught one grade,
didn't you?
Yes. The first year I came to Glenwood I was hired for a fourth grade and I
was put in the sixth grade instead. We had two sixth grade teachers at Glenwood. When a few months went by and the teacher became ill, they gave me all
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of them so I had 85 sixth graders. They hired a local woman to help me with
a few of the classes in the sixth grade that year.

Q:

You must have been very busy?

Busy, very busy. But I knew it was given to me to do and I knew that I had to
do it and so I did. I was going to say too that I didn't have to do any janitor
work. That was the big thing. My classes were at least a half an hour in
length and some of them were 40 and 45 minutes in length.

Q:

Was it harder to teach that way or easier?

Oh, it was much easier? There was no comparison I felt.
In the country with
the ten minute classes you had to try to get as much done as you possibly could,
and with 40 to 45 minute classes you had time to supervise the study period too
because there often half the period was for study.

Q: So you would teach something and then ~ould have the chance to go around
and see how they're learning?
And help them.

We had little groups, discussion groups.

Q: How big was the classroom generally?
school when you started ...

Like you say you had 32 in the rural

When I came to Glenwood I had around 30 in my first sixth grade class. Then
went into Junior High School and the classes varied. We usually had two of
seventh, two of eighth, and two of the ninth grade.

Q:

And you would teach all the subjects then, just to a · grade?

In the rural school, yes. But in town, no, I didn't.
Science, for Math, and for English.

Q:

\,Je

had teachers for

Even in the early days?

Even when I first came to Glenwood. I came to Glenwood rn 1918 and we were
doing departmental work in all of the grades.

Q:

So then a sixth grade would have how many different teachers then?

What I meant was the Junior High School. But the year that I was given so
many students we couldn't have 85 in~ class, so we had two divisions. The
teacher that helped me took charge of the English and Spelling, and I think
some of the Science work. I had the other subjects.

Q:

But then once they got to Junior High things would be more specialized?

Yes, they were all departmentalized. We had a music teacher come in at that
time as well as take a class once or twice a week.
Q: Was the community of Glenwood the same kind of thing as teaching in the
country as far as support goes?
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Yes, I would say absolutely that there wasn't much difference.

Q:

Did you get invited to the ...

To the homes. I didn't go there to sleep because I lived .in town. But in the
country I sl ept over night and we were invited out a great deal in those days.
And every church would have a church supper once in awhile and the faculty members were always invited to come to eat.

Q:

You

would be invited out to parent's homes in Glenwood for supper?

Often.

Q:

So eventually you would meet the families of the students?

I met all the families , so I knew the families, alMost every one of them.

Q:

When did that change?

It began disappearing before
because I've had the parents.

Q:

quit. I 1m still invited to some of the homes
But I don't think you find as much of it today.

wo nder why, do you have any idea?

\.Jel 1, today most of the faculty members who are single have thier own apartments, and I think that makes a difference. Before that they 1 ived in a room
and ate downtown. Now they have their own apartments and get their own meals.
And they entertain as well as being entertained. And some of them, even sing l e
people, have bought thier own homes.

Q:

But when you first came, you just lived in a room?

first came, I was wit h my family because my family lived here.
Yes. when
Then afte r that I lived in a room.
Q;

And eventually moved into an apartment?

Into an apartment. But it wasn't supposed to be done when you first started
teaching. Many of the boards didn't approve of a teacher having an apartment.

Q:

Was that for moral rea sons?

I think it must have been, yes.
That brings up another in teresting issue. Were there certain forms of behavior
that you had to observe? Could you smoke cigaretts for example? Could you
wear pants on the street?
Oh , absolutely not. We were not suppposed to cut our hair. We were supposed to
wear long hair . One teacher who came to town had cut her hair and the superintendent informed he r that she shou ld wear lon g hair so sh e got a braid and
pinned it on during the day and took it off in the evening. There wasn't such
a th ing as pantsuits in those days. And later on when they were wearing snowsuits, Mr. Nordgaard came to me one day and said that he had been ge tting requests from many of the pare nts to see if their child ren could wear pantsuits
because of the cold. I said absolutely if that's what they want them for, but

16
you know on some of the coldest days they came bare legged and no pantsuits.
But they began wearing snowsuits and I think that led to the pantsuits.

Q:

Was smoking cigaretts against the rules?

No teacher was supposed to smoke in public. And there wasn't such a thing as
a smoker in the school building. I know that very few women smoked in those
days. But then the men would go down to the janitors room and smoke.

Q: Were the male single teachers expected to get married after they come to
town?
No,

Q:

don't think so.
Was there any pressure if you were dating someone ,n the community?

No . No, I
take place
one man on
became the

Q:

don't think there was any pressure at all. We had many marriages
after they had been here. One year while I was here we had only
the faculty and finally he was called into service and a woman
superintendent, so we were all women -on the faculty.

That was i n Glenwood?

In Glenwood.

Q:

One of the early years.

You mentioned that you were a principal.

When did that occur?

Well, I came here in 1918, and I taught the sixth grade.
became principal.

Q:

Then the next year I

What did that mean?

That meant that I moved up to the Junior High School, had charge of the assembly
of some 125 people and I taught Geography, Penmanship, and Spelling. Then
later on I taught History, Penmanship, and Spelling.

Q:

And the rest of your time you would do what?

I would have study halls. I always had to write out the excuses for anyone
who·was absent; they'd bring them to me from home. Of course I kept all the
atteAdance records. I sold the athletic tickets and had a record of that to
keep and I did all the disciplining. If a teacher was having difficulty, she'd
send them to me. I'd have to do the disciplining.

Q: Were you expected to do any advising on teaching?
from class to class and ... ?

Were you expected to go

I did alot of counseling. Yes, did alot of counseling. There wasn't much time
to observe, but I did just a little of it. I was busy every period myself. I
was either teaching or having a study hall. There was never time enough for
book wo r k, that was done after school.
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Q:

So you couldn 1 t do that during ... ?
We didn 1 t ask for money for everything that we were doing in

No.

Q:

Did you get a pay raise when you became proncipal?

those days.

How did that work?

Yes, that 1 s why
stayed with it for so long. My parents had died and there
were three minors in; college so I stayed as principal as long as they were in
school because I earned a little more money.

Q:

And helped put them through school?

And helped to put them through school.

Q:

How many years were you principal then?

Out of the 47 years that I was here, I suppose that I was principal fo r a l l of
35 years I think.

Q: How did the principal job change?
it, from the early years?

That must have changed after a bit, didn 1 t

Well, while I was in the position, I 1 ve been retlred for 18 year so i t 1 s a long
time ago now, but I was a teaching principal as well as~ study hall princ i pal.

Q:

Up until the very end?

Yes. Then the last few years that I was here I taught Social Studies and had
study halls.

Q:

And what grade was that?

That was Junior High School and then I had one study hall for the Senior High
Schoo 1.

Q:

When did you retire from teaching?

In 1960?

1960.

Q: And so you were principal for the Junior High School up unt i l about what
year, 1 52? 56?
I suppose some th i ng like that. I don 1 t remember the dates, no. We quit teaching dates in history you know . There was a time when we 1 d have a while list of
dates and that was a thing that we worked on. But we quit teaching those dates .

Q: Thinking about the different type s of students you had during the yea rs,
was there any differen ce in rural students versus city students?
Not to begin wit9. But in my last years of teaching there was a certain amount
of frankness amongst the students that we hadn't had before. But whe n I first
came here there was very little betwee n the rural school and the t own s c hool.

Q: How about the students?
general?

Did the rural students know more about life in

18
About farming and animals. And many of them knew more about birds and they
would hunt with their parents; they knew about the wild animals. I heard more
about that from them than from the children in town.

Q:

Everybody pretty much knows what the farm children do, they help with the
farm, but what did the town children do after school? Did you see them at all?

Well, many of them had jobs. Because in those days they had to carry in the
wood and coal and empty the ashes. In many of the homes water was carried in.
They went skiing because we did have a ski tower out her, and they built their
own towers out there in many instances . They went skatii;;g; many of them trapped
in the woods; and they went fishing in the spring and fall.

Q: I always thought I could tell a difference from a farm kid to a city kid.
I don't know what the difference was, but it was kind of a different view of the
wor 1d a 1most.

Q: Well, you could to a certain extent. I don't think you can today. Th e y
come to town for everything because they have their cars. In Glenwood we find
that many of the rural children maybe will take a lead in many instances becasue
they're at home in the evening; they aren't running the street s .
Q: Did school consolidation ever surface?
or deal with that at all in the community?

Did you guys ever talk about that

There was quite a bit of opposition to consolidation to begin with. There
were many parents that didn't care to have their chidlren brought into town to
school. It wasn 1 t just the school they were opposed to, but they felt that
there were too many other things that they learned from the town children that
were not necessary.

Q:

Was that true?

Why, so many of the town kids would swear too much. Use foul language and
things like that. But as far as I was concerned, on the playgrounds and in
school

I never heard that.

They didn't dare.

Q: Did the teachers get involved at all in consolidation?
di ffe rence?

Did it make any

Yes. I think most of them were in favor of it, but maybe there were a few
that were opposed to consolidation at the time. But we soon felt that it was
the th i ng to do . Our first big consolidated school was at Vi ]lard. After I
finished rural school one spring I taught over there for a few days whil e a
teacher was ill. It was conside r ed a pretty good school. It was one of the
first consolidated schools in the state and it was the biggest.

Q:

What was the main reason for cossolidation?

As far as you could see?

Well, classes were too short in the country.

You couldn't get much done in
ten minute c l a s ses . They felt that the town teacher had the better education
and probably was better able to put it across . Today I wouldn't say she because so many of the me n are takin g the grade work too. But it was to get
better teachers and more time in classes. There were shop and home economics

I

19

that they could get. There was work in music they could get that we didn 1t
have. There was band and there was choral work.

Q:

So there were more opportunities?

More opportunities.

Q:

But at the same time some people were opposed to it?

Yes, as I stated, they didn 1t care to have their children sent in to town. Some
of those bus trips were pretty long and it was difficult for the children. I
remember one boy I had, come in in the morning and he 1d say almost every morning,
11
Miss Olson, I 1m so sick to my stomach from the bus ride 11 , and he came in about
20 miles. So it was a long trip for a child to have to take in the morning and
evenings again. And maybe he did some work at home.

Q:

Once the consolidation occurred, was there any type of friction at all
between rural and town kids?
No, I don't recall that. Course the children whose parents were opposed would
hear it and if they had the nerve to talk about it on the playgrounds, I
suppose the y did . But in our classes we never heard anything.

Q:

Now you saw some of these consolidated students come into your classes?

Yes , yes.

Q:

How did they compare scholastically?

They were just as prepared as anyone else. Yes sir, they were right up there
with their classes. No, with only ten minute classes, they were very well
pll°epared.
Maybe that 1 s because actually it wasn 1t just ten minute classes, it was the
whole day. Everyone was listening the whole day.

Q;

That's what they did, they were listening the whole day.

Q: Okay, I know you have got to go, so I won 1t take anymore of your time, but
thanks alot.
lt 1s been interesting.
END OF THE INTERVIEW

I've enjoyed it very much.

Thank you for coming .

