INTERVIEW WITH ERLAND CHARLES
MAY 22, 1975

AT THL HUME OF MR. CHARLES
BY KAY FRANEY

I am Kay Franey and I will be at the home of Erland Charles. The date is
May 22, 1975. Mr. Charles has sgreed to discuss with me the 1948 election
in Morris snd Stevens County. '

Okay, when you talking about elections of '52, you ssked & question
somewhere in there about why the election? Why did he vote or portone
the turn out at the...l don't remember where you asked the question.

Q: Yes, I remember the question.

See here, like you asked ebout what reasction was there towards Henry
Wsllace, if any. Why did he do so poorly? DLid anyone in Morris see him
come to Benson? And how you feel about Stassen and get out to vote snd
_why not? Was most of Morris Republicen or how meny parts of Morris were
and so forth? Here, this is Just a fast glance for your information sbout,
.here's the vote in 1952. Republican vote, presidental yesr (3,500). I
assume that's an Eisenhower vote in 1952 in Stevens County. To & low in
19...t0 2166.

Q: Was that Lisenhower's or...

No, that would be the gubernstorial, that would be the yesr Freeman won,
Freeman won the gubernatorial thet year. I don't think he cerried Stevens
: .County. But that was a vote get out. Then in '56 aznother oresidentsl
year, bLiscnhower running egsin you see it's 260L.

Q: That's still lower.

Yes, but you must remember that the Korean war was going on here. There was
a2 back lash, we were only five years out of World War II. We were back into
Korean Conflict in 1952, so there were a lot of Democratic votes here. We
went into '58 and we had.s poor gubernstorisl csndidate in the Republican
party by the name of George MacKinnon. -

Q: Who ran against him?

Orville Freeman and Orville was up for re-election. We “ad a two year governor
office. This is the governor election in '58, and this is the presidentsl

and goverpor election. Here in '58 it's just & state wide election. Here

we are and it's 1960, which is the year John Kennedy ran...

Q: Whéch wss a close election that year, right?

As I recall, he won it vy s 112,000 votes.
. ‘r‘
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Q: On the county level?

No, 112,000 nationslly, the populsr vote. John Kennedy received 112,000
more than Richard Nixon. DNow there's still a big arguement over whether
this was a honest election, because in the state and down in Texas also,
we found more voters thsm they had peovle living in the precincts, in
Chicago. And yet through the Lemocratic machine, you couldn't challenge
it. OSee Wetergate would not have occured had there been a Lemocratic
President doing the same thing, becsuse both Houses of Congress are
Democrat, Nor would it have occured if both Houses of Congress vere
Repuvlican. Or even one or the other, because no msiter what the House
did the Senate wouldn't. But here you had a Lemocratic msjority, & strong
majority in both houses, the Senate and the House of Congress, they
naturally hated him and they nsiled him.

Q: Well, yes, there hes to be some kind...

But a lot of the things he was guilty of, and I guess he was guilty of it, I'm
not doubting that, but so were his predecessors. Now thet doesn't mean

that they shouldn't be brought to task for it, I'm not arguing thsat, I'n

Just saying thst it would not have occured.

Q: Had it been stopped slongee..

No it would not have occured if it had been John Kennedy or Lyndon Johnson

or Hubert Humphrey or whoever, because they were majority. They'd just

shove it under the rug. You must rememver the majority, in either the

Senate or the House, chairmen all the committees, the Llection Committee, etc.

Q: Now what years where youses.

" "Wes I active? I would say I got started in organized party work probably
sbout 1958. Then I ran though, well I was active for sbout twelve years.
156 cerhaps in here.

Q: What years were you County Chairman?

From '59 to '62, '63, but you see I wss a district crairman for seven years

in 19 counties. Tris is the Who's Who in Americen Politics, '67 and '68.
There's one out every year, but I'll show you oriefly. what class are you in?

Q: This is for Historical Research. 1It's part of getting a history major,

you have to do some kind of resesarch on the local level, which is where history
is suppose to be anyway.

Oh, this is suppose to be a historicael thing, I thought it waes & study in....
Q: Well I wanted to get a Political Science major once but....

Here, Charles krlend V.

Q: Chairmen 6th District, State Gentﬁ?l Representative Committee.

N



State Centrsl Committee, State Central Kepublican Lommittee.

Q: Born Montevideo. 6th District starts in '61 through '68.
bxecutive chairmen. Chairmin of the 7th District, this says 6th district.

Well, I was chairmen of both districts at one time or snother. We
redistricted in 1962, I was chairmen of the Tth Listrict and then we
merged and I won election in the 6th Listrict.

Q: Wes that the yesar thit Richardson was beat inees.

Hervey, ¥es, 1 was around when he wss defested.

Q: He ran in the primary agsinst s Democrat, Cerl Iverson?

#nd Jim Morton.

Q: Chairman Stevens County Representative Committee. Ch, there was a
committee?

Republican Committee.

Qi '59 to '62 chairmen of Stevens County Financial Committee. Precinct
Chairmen Stevens County. This is your education?

Yes, and militery service.

Q: You been s farmer mostly?

Mostly, I've done other things.but I've owned this farm for 23 years.

i Q: Jaycees?

President in Morris. Thst year I was & Jaycee president, 6th Congressional
District Chasirmen end Stevens County Republicen Chairmen. I had more Jobs
to do thaneeee

(158-10 min.)

Q: What year was ‘that?

1961 or '62. Thst was two years.

Q¢ dircraft owners or pilots. Do you have a plane?

Two of them. This boy here is & spray pilot. We have one Super Cub thst
we spray with, then I have a bmey Lxecutive thet is & business plane.

Q: You were g member of the CIO?
Yes

Q: Did you work then? *



I was just & machinist at the time. I was 17 years old. I am o memoer

of the CIO, but that's quite a bit broader now, Lvery year they add
something to it. Look at the other Chorles, liobert Horn Charles, sssistant
secretary of the Air Force.

Q: You're in good company, aren't you?

There are only two Charles. That's quite 8 book. I imagine they have it at
© the school out there. '

Q: I thought you were chsirmsn in 1952, I don't know where I ot that?
I was, Stevens County Republicen Psrty and the District Chairmen.
Q¢ VWhen did you first get the cheirmenship them?

1959. Here this'll be & kind of history of the thing if you'll scen this
briefly. -

Q: Oh, What..-o
Oh, that's a letter, must be 1968.
. Q: This is to the Sun and Tribune?

Yes. Must be to 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 newspapers probasbly. Would you like to
read it? '

Q: I'M confusedy you ssy you were in '59 or '52 or still....

{. Well I was a county chairman, for this county, in 1962.

Q: ©Oh, I said 1952.

Oh, '52 I was not. I think Ed Morrison probsbly was.

Q: Well do you suppose he probably was in '48?

I doubt that he was in 'L8, but Ed Morrison would have a very gocd'knowledge
of who was. 1I've forgotten, I would've known ten years ago. When I was the
cheirman here I would've been sble to tell you who the last seven or eight
or nine were. I would've, but I completely forgotten.

Q: Loes the Republican Party have sny better records ¥han the DFL?

Any better records?

Q: XYes. #

If's very difficult to have s very long continuing line of records.
Constitutions are formed snd put in someones hands and the party leadership

.‘hd



changes and, good hcavens, if you tried to find one I don't know who would
have it. The continuing process, the money, the books, the treasure books
are turned over, etc. All of my materisl is personal, never belonged to the
county. I haven't tsken my files and handed them to anybody, they wouldn't
be interested. It's past history jou see.

Q: Uh, well that's what I'm looking for.

I know, I've thrown tons of it, I still have tons of it.

-

4: Do you hsve records offTffji?Eiiéiiggg;gnayﬂmtnﬁfgg'and stuff like fhat?

No. e

-

Q: Vould the present chairmen, then?

Now you're interested in just county, today, I-h&Ve scsbs of trem for
District. . : T

Q: Well, I started out doing it on the city of Morris and I found that
there weren't that many people who were active in 'L8.

) No.
(245-15¢min,. )
W: Who are still around? Delbert Anderson?

No. Jim Geves.

;. Qs '67, still have your blanket?

Yes, never h:s returned it. He was a district chairmen also with me.

Ws Where was he district chazirmen?

From the 1lst District. I served four terms and he served one. There's just
scabs of stuff in here from sll through the years, here's Charles and Gold-
water.

W: Where was this?

That was me and this is Cliff Summers, president of the Owatonna Bank. This
boy was from HMorris. I look a little younger there.

Q: I understand that you got on TV. That's what Arnold Strend wes telling
me.

“Who was?

Q: Arnold Strand. I lived with ﬁarilyn Strand, his daughter.
,_-
-



Oh, is that right. Arnold Strend? Ch yes, s number of times. This is a
National Newsweek phototgraph of a nationsl convention.

Q: In what year?

In San Frencisco in 196L. Ten yesars ago.

Q: This was at the national convention.

No« This was at Minnespolis. Look who's doing the talking?

Q¢ Sure. That's how you get into oolitics, right, by telking & lot.
Well, here is myself and Frank McGee, remember him on (35 I mean NBC.

«! Oh yes, he died.

Yes that's him, the two of us. That wes on TV, on the Huntley Brinkley.
Q: I can remember that night, no I cen't, I remember '68.

Frank McGee. He was interviewing me here and that oicture was tasken by
‘2 local newspaper editor, a smell town editor that just watched it on TV
and got his camera, Poleroid, and took a whole series of pictures.

Q: Did he put it in the osper then?

Yes.

Q: What editor was that?

Hancock, Hancock Record. He was asking me about those pictures once.

He sezid you know when Frank licGee died, he liked Frank McGee. So did I
because he was an easy going, very 1nte111gent fellow, very well rounded
and he was’a politicsl person to me. This was 196l.

Q: Cendidates and delegates.

This is all the delegation of the State of Minnesota to their nationsl

convention. : L i
Q: Oh there were how, on?:_EEE;;;;L,wﬂﬂfff‘**"“““”*"ﬂ
Twenty-six. .

Q: Oh, the rest of them sre in here?
‘-__.-l"“

No, that's sll of them isn't it. Well maybe no. Sixteen that were elected,
ten more to be elected at the state convention. Us sixteen we were slready
elected. This was my cheirwoman at the time.

Q: 4Are most of these people chairpedple?



'his men is & federal judge.

Q: Chserles Johnson.

Yes, this men is a Rochester attorney, I think he's s district Judge now.
Qs Arthur Swen is a district judge? |

Yes. You know Art Swan isn't he, I think, isn't he & judge down there now.
Q: I was just wondering if he was relsted to the Swan of Swen County?
From Where?

Q: Swan County, Swan Township that's what it is.

Swan Lake?

Q: Yes

He's from Rochester. This fellow I see every now snd then. This fellow is
‘ president....gonna be....1 think now is the onresident of Ottertasil Power.

Q: Robert Bakewood is Ottertail Electric Company? Wer're going to have to
talk to him, he's been over-charging us.

He's been what?
Q: He's been over-charging us.

Oh, is that right. This fellow is a dentist, Stokes. This is & doctor of
veterisnarisn medicine at the University of Minnesota. This fellow is a
Cargill lswyer, he made s lot of news during that Hussisn wheat deal.

Q: John Roy Carl?

I saw him in Aspen, Colorado two years ago snd I said "John, I didn't know
you skied." He said, "I didn't know you skied either." Californis
Republican Assembly. I don't know what all this is. Oh, H. Carl
Anderson., t

(23L4-20 min.)

Q: H, Csrl Anderson, yes, I've been reading sbout him. He was given
fifteen thoussndes.s

Fifteen hundred....
Q¢ ...to pay after he quit Hill.
After o charge. _ﬂl

Qt After he quit Hill? Is that the scoop?



Yes, that's the Washington Dsily News. That was after he quit his job,
or at the capital. Appsrently he was giveneese .

Q¢ Oh, 6th Listrict re-elects Hancock man. This is whet-yesT?
What year is it? 3

Qr 1965. The West Central Dzily Tribune.

That's uh, from Willmar. I made & lot of noiﬁgf‘ﬂ,ﬁ

Q: So how old were you in_l9h8 then? p

'48 I would've had to have been sround 21.

Q: 21. You voted for the first time in thet election?

That was my first election, you're right, that 1 voted, first time I voted.
Voted for Thomas Lewey.

Q¢ Sure. lskes sense.

. With the kid I took to the election, or the ballet box, and the kid was.
going to vote for Tom Dewey, he walked in and voted for Harry Trumen. He
was typical. See here's 2eeese

Q: Were you living in Morris then?

No.

'+ Q: No. Okay. Charles re-elected, this was 1965 again. The Hancock Record.

Charles re-elected Willmsr. That's, letds see, the West Central Lsily
News. Wonder why that's in here, must have been some convention or
something in here to make me keep this paper. Let's see, what else was

I going to show you? Oh boy, it's terrifying. That was our state chairman.

Q: Who's that?
Bob Forsythe. This man is dead.
Q: VWho's that?

Ken Burns from Brainard, MN. Here you'll get a, oh here, it tells about
Erland and lcGee.

4: We're sorry but we're unsble to pick up the sudio portion. This state-
ment was made by the Huntley-Brinkley +team as t''ey covered nearly five
sessions. Irlsnd said NBC had been unsble to et thke transmitter working.
Technicians have worked on it to no avail. Erland ssid he exsmined the
portable unit tightened a connection here and a connection there and 1lo

and behold it worked. Allright ﬁ'behind the cameras, too.



Yes, but I tell you, I'd forgotten that, I haven't seen that.sse
4+ You Just took care of it?

Yes, I remember that, because he'd been trying all morning for an hour

and a half to get on the sir and never made it. Everytime they would
interview, McGee and he, the damn equipment wasn't working. They'd have

g picture but there wesn't any sound. H. Carl Anderson fight, here were
three guys running for the district chsirmanship. They were running
against me. He was a Montevideo morticen, he was & St. Cloud manufacturer,
and I was a Hancock farmer.

(438-25 min.)

Q¢ And the farmer got it. You were criticizing H. Cerl Anderson. That
sounds, that's interesting you know,.

Yes, it headlined the morning peper in the lMinnessolis Tribune. Yes, I
made a lot of noise when I was in politics.

Q: What were you accusing H. Cerl Anderson of?

Well, I think it wes over cempaign finances. He was running as sn Independent,
not a8 Republican, not as an endorsed candidate. Then he came back and said

he would run as a Republican non-endorsed candidate, and we already had &
candidate. The endorsed cendidste always gets the party treasury.

R+ Yes, how long was He Carl Anderson in? Can you remember?
How long was he in, 2 years.

; Q: From 1940 or '38.
From '38 to 1962.
Q: Probably because he wss on the Appropristions Committee.
Right.
Q: The congressional district wes redistricted?

Yes, and that's whet reslly got him. Then he got into that Billy Sol Estes
cosl transaction deal. Billy Sol Lstes was a big wheeler and dealer from
Texas in the commodities, in storing government commodities. He was big

in the esnhydrous-ammonis fertilizer, nitrogen fertilizer field and he "ad
mortgages on anhydrous tanks that didn't exist. H. Carl Anderson and his
brother owned & coal mine in the state of Washington. He sold Billy Sol Lbstes
some shares in that coal mine, and the only reason he bought the shares in

the coal mine obviously wes to have some influence with the congressman.

But he never got to use it. Do you remember Drew Pearson?

Q: I see, he didn't like H. Carl Andeﬁ?on, did he?

o



: . Qi When did that happen? .

10

o, he never liked H. Carl Anderson. I liked H. Cerl Anderson. He celled
me from Washington L.C., I wss down at the Lemington Hotel. He told me he
was going to give up the Hepublicen nomination, he'd already been nominated,
and run as an Independent. I told him not to.

Q: Why did he want to do that? To attract other votes?

Well, he was a little ticked off et the Republicans, or some of the Kepuiulican
Congressman. 4

Q: He was, from this state?

a
Yes, Clark McGregor wss one. They were a little embarrassed by his Billy
Sol Estes scandle. He vowed to run as an Independent. He gave up the

nomination to run as an Independent and was defested in the primsry by
Robert Odégard. This was in 1962,

Q: You were head of the district then, which includes more thah one county?

fight. We carried 19 counties. ©St. Cloud, Brazinard, Msrshsll, Litchfield,
Willmar, it goes clear to Rockford. P

" Q: It still does? -fff””*'f#fﬂﬂﬂﬂr

g N et

It goes to Hennepin County, it did then. Now it takes in Csrver and some
of those in the new 6th. It goes right to the doorstep of the Twin Cities,
it tskes in some western suberbs. Now we are in the Tth, which is 28
counties and goes @all the way to the Canadian-border.

e

T

1972.

Q: Somebody told me that the districts sre supposed to be redisbricted every
two years.

(545-30 min.)

No, every ten years. What's your home town?
Q: White Bear Lake.

You're in Rumsey County?

Q: Ics, let me think of his nsme. I know who our congressmen is. I can't
think of his neme.

Joseph Karth.

Q: Yes, Clark McGregor stuck in my mind.
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Well he was in the 3rd District in northern Minnespolis. Anoka County.
Clark is working for some zirline now. He quit as & congressmsn to run
against Hubert Humphrey in the Senate and then he ran the Nixon campaign.
Q: He wss embarrsssed.

Viell actuslly they never nailed him for snything.

{: No they didn't, he justeeces

Kept his nose clean, he's a lawyer so I suppose he's smart.

Qi So H, Carl Anderson lost in that election.

Yes. He lost the primsry, he didn't even get elected ss a Repuvlicen, and
he was the incumbent.

Q: He wanted to be Independent, right?

Yes, but then he changed his mind, 2nd said that he would run a2s a Republican.
The only way he could do that is go into the primary snd he lost.

Q: This was after he changed his mind?

Yes, he changed it twice.

Q: Then he was defested in thes.e.

Look at all the headlines in those days.

¢ Q: Three asctuslly csmpaign for top 6th District GOP post. Well that must
have beens.ssCharles.... You got & lot of coverage over this, it wes an
exciting yesr. '

I made a lot of noise. There's Hodney Briggs, used to be the dean of the
University. :

Qs+ Yes, we named our librsry after him.

Oh, how young I looked.

Q: That was you, when?

In 1962.

brland Charles interviewed by Frank McGee. No wonder Arnolc remembered it.
o wonder what?

Q: Arnold remembered it. It wss more that just a minute on TV, it wss covered
by every paper in the area. "

¢
well, twelve million viewers. I was standing st the urinsl in the men's room
in Sen Francisco and the guy at the next urinel said, "Don't I know you." I
ssid, "I don't think so, where sre you from.%? He ssid, "Colorasdo Springs,"
eand I said "what do you do in Colorado Springs," and he said, " I'm &n Air
Force Colonel at the Colorado Air Force Acsdemy."



AT AT T e T

Then he said, " I know where I saw you, you were on TV."

Q: I suppose he was & Repuolicen.

Must have been.

Q: You were in lontevideo in 19487

No, I was born in lontevideo. My mothers home town wss ilontevideo, so she
.went home to have the child. Her sisters and bothers-in-lsw lived there.
We lived in Hancock st the time.

Yt Can you think of any answers to sny of these questions?

Yes, I con think of answers. This is the S5t. Paul LUispatch. I knew him
quite well. Gene Newhall, I liked him. Here's the 7th Listrict.

Q: It was 7th District until what year?
This county wss Tth District until in 1962,
Q: All those years. I thought it wss suppose to be redistricted.

It was, Tth District until '62 snd then it becesme Oth Listrict snd then it
went back to the Tth District. Ve lost 2 congressmen in the State of
Minnesots in 1962. We used to have nine districts, but our populstion
growth didn't keep up with other aress in the nation, so we lost &
congressman. The otter sress thet grew faster gained congressmén. So we
made eight congressional districts out of nine. The ninth congressional

‘ «district became t-e seventh. Tre fth remsined the Bth, which is the iron
range. JYou've hesrd of Henry McNight haven't you? You know McNight,
Jonathan, . the town of Jonsthan . Well, he was the founder. He died two
years ago. This is me and Henry McNight, he's dead also.

Q: Who's that?

(663-35 min.)

1e

from Olivia. He was a fabulous guy, a big resl estate developer.

He served later in the Ilfinnesots Stete Senate.

Qs Where was he from?

In the linneapolis ares, probably Wayzata.

Q: It looks as though you cornered the action sround here for a while.

I dide OSee here, 2 oolitical note pad, this is & Star snd Trib.

d:¢ Who is the Republican district and county chairman now?

!
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Which district are you talking about? My old district or my new
district?
Q: The district that includes Morris.
He's from Moorhead, he's the mayor of Moorhead, Duane Hoeberg.
Q: That's district or county?
That's district chairman,
Q: And county is?
Marlene Loona is the district chairwoman. The county chairmen is Paul Stark.
Qt TWhere's he from?
Lither in Framnas or Swan Lake Township. Here's a press conference I held many
years ago. This man is a Mankato sttorney this guy's from Lakeville.
This guy was Zovernoressss
Q: Elmer Anderson?
‘ Yes, and this /irnold Thompson, liorris Tribune, this quy was probably from
Glenwood, here was the liancock Hecord. This guy, Gene Newhsll, was from

Minnespolis. I don't know who was running it, either he or I, I think I
wes.

Q: Stevens County Courthouse.

There's Elmer Anderson and myself.

Q: Wasn't Elmer from Brainsrd?

No, that's C. Elmer. Here's where the elite meet to eat, st a $l00 & plate.
Q: Did you get free tickets?

No, I don't think so.

J: Honoring Dr. Walter Judd. Who was Walter Judd?

He wss a congressmen from Ilinnesoolis, District. Here we are, P. Kenneth
’eterson. He was a reilroad and warehouse commissioner, msyor of Minnespolis,
legislator, end a2 state party chsirmsn. DLid you ever hear of John Kouslo,
congressmen from California. He was congressmen from Nixon's district, I
think he still is conygressmen. Times have changed. Look st how we wore our

hair. Really cut short, women's styles haven't changed that much, have they?

Q: Well they used to be longer but now it's going back to short. Republican
Headquarters. Were you in the cities & lot of these years?

!



Was I ever.
Q: It must have been tough farming.

It was. Here they come out in the cornfield and took my picture combining
corn or something.

(79540 min.)

9: County GOP president. You succeeded LeWsll?

Yes.

Q: That was in '62.. Before DeWzll maybe it wss LEd Morrison?

No, I succeeded LeWsll in '59 and prior to Delisll it wes probsbly a men by
the neme of Davidson, or someone from Otter Tail Power hcd it. Prior to that
it was probsbly Ed Morrison. He wss county chairmsn at one time in either
152 Eg '5L. He would have a great deel of knowledge of what transpired back
in "40.

Q: You don't know who wes before Morrison? I-suppose he wouldn't be around
Now.

He would know.

W: "Sut don't give your wife all the credit." Why wss your wife behind all
your support?

. I don't know. Otter Tail Power. When I was a delegste

to the National Convention I had & huge box of correspondence and I would

read them egll. I'rom West Virginia, Lelifornia, New York, and from zll over
Minnesota telling you how to vote and why. The other dsy in this John
liessinger progrem "Heppy Hour" they were tslking sbout how atrocious
handwriters they were. If they reelly wented to imbress somebody, they would
sit down and type. And I thought to myself, in instances like that, and often
in the correspondence I would get I would pay more attention to a long
meticulously handwritten letter or note that I ever did anything typed. I
know he did it personslly, not his secretsry. Ien like John Pillsoury,
cheirmen of the board of the First Nationsl Bank in Minnespolis would write

a letter and do it in long hand. He had a battery of secretsries, but he would
sit down at his own desk and pencil 2 note. Wwhen someone took the time and
effort to do this, I took the time and effort to digest what they were trying
to tell me.

Q: There's a whole lot of Stevens County campaign msterial.

Yes, but it doesn't cover the years you're interested in. It covers about
five or six years, &«nd it's just in parts. I was searching for an election
diagram that shows the vote in counties in different yesrs. OState wide

!
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candidate ranking by suthority, what year, Nixon congressmen
Jones This had to go bsck to '60.

(9L9-LO min.)
Q: This is Congress?

This is state wide candidate ranking, how they stacked up for votes. You
covered some of that but this is twelve yesrs lster than what you're
searching for. Now, there's the districts. Seventh District, but we've.
got county histories too. History of voting.

QX Why is everything since 19527

Why? :
I

Q: In your records.... gﬂ},ﬂ,ﬂa—**’#ﬂfﬁﬂ’

B el e
I suppose in the first year, for sixteen years we had a Democrstic president.
In '52 bisenhower was elected. We were going back ten yesrs &snd it would'nt
have helped us to go back twenty.

Q: Hss the ares gotten more or less Republican?

e’

Are you talking sbout what area?
Q: Stevens County
I would think it's less Republican than it was at thet time. Nothing has

. changed in the permsnent residents, but there hss been an influx of people.
There's been sn influx of Democrats. College teachers and so forth.

Q: Is that the university mostly?

Yes, I think so. If you look at a map of this county, you'll find that the
western half of the county is primerily Democrst. Lverything to the east
is Republican,

W: Wwhat's to the east, smsll towns?

No, Morris, but 8ll the the townships to the east are more Republican than
all the townships to the west. This is & better srea.

RQ: Better srea, how!?

detter farmers, better land, more money end traditionslly s more stable society.
Less auction sales, less moving, less farms sold and less absentee farmers and
so forthe A man ceme up from Redwood Falls to buy & farm and he always ended
up out in the western psrt of the county some place, /loerte, Chokio, or west
of Donnelly.

»
(1069-45 min. end reel 1 side 1) “
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Rl I SIDL IT
He wasn't reslly all thet great a candidate.

Q: He wasn't? But you said Hancock was Renublican snd Lonnelly was
Republican, :

Just about all those towns were. Hancock is still Republicszn. Morris, outside

of the college, now we have the eighteen year old -vote and we didn't have thzt
then.,

Q: Do you think that has effected that?

Did you reed the pole in the paper today?

d: That college students sre still leading to the left?

Fifty percent of them are Independents. So we're both losing, both politicsl
psrties are losing. We're not geining strength we're losing it. The
Independents are becoming wider, I don't know where it's 2ll .going.

Q: lMorris has become more Lemocrat?

I think so. I think Morris is more Democrat than it ever wss. 1 think
though that this county is still Republicen.

W: Lbven though McGovern carried it in sixtyesss
McGovern didn't cerry it in '72.

“-Q: Yes he did, by forty votes.

I don't think he carried it. Are you sure?

Q: I went dowﬁ to the suditors office.

ind McGovern carried this by forty votes?

Q: Yes.
In 1972.
Q: It could've been less votes.

It could've....I doubt it.

Q¢ Really!

Did he, I don't remember that.
Q: Consider the University.

. "
Yes, but 1 don't remember that. “
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J¢ Consider the.,...

That's only, two or three years ago. Nixon carried it in '68. You think
McGovern carried it in '72.

Q¢ I'm pretty sure. You find that hard to believe.

Impossible to believe. He carried every county around here maybe. Nixon
carried the state of lMinnesota. il

Q: Yes.
He carried the state of South Dakota.

Q: Yes.

="

As a matter of fact, the only state ilcGovern carried was the stete of

Massachusetts. One state in the whole nation. No, I find it very hrard
to believe. I don't remember that at all.

Q: I think so.

Somebody else said that once. Why wouldn't I remember that, if it had
occured?

Q: lMaybe you repressed it.

No, I don't think so. Msybe I was looking at the oversll picture....l don't
think he did. He carried it?

"Q: I think so. ‘ A
Stevens County?
¢: I think he did.

Lo you know that half of the Lemocratic Committee at that time didn't vote
for lMcGovern. ;

Q: I didn't know that.

He was that controversisl. That's why I doubt that he carried it. There
was 8 big snlit within the DFL ranks right here in the county over KcGovern.
Trey couldn't stomach him. The neople that sat on the county committee for
the LFL did not themselves vote for lMcGovern. Supported Nixon.

d: Of course, they were the older Lemocrats.

Trey weren't old.

Q:: Well not thet old. Consider the eﬁfhteen year old vote.
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les, I don't have any figures on that. I should look that up.
Q¢ It's interesting.

Yes, that would be damn interesting to find that out, that something blocked
out of my mind like that. Here we go--Stevens County.

Qs Fifty-two and fifty-six...this is the voting telly.

Stevens County in 1952. Adley Stevenson had 1579, Lisenhower...
Q:  3000--that's almost twice.

In 1956 Stevenson, LEisenhower 26. In 1960 Kennedy 2k, Nixon 2710.
Q: They were darn close.

fes, put 53% isn't close. 58% isn't éiose. 6%

Q: 674, 52k, 58%, 56%, 534.

(74=5 min.)

Yes, let's look st Swift. OSwift is radical. Stevenson got 3200 to 35, 51%
for Lisenhower. In 1956 Eisenhower lost it.

Q: Yes, L41.5.

And L1.2 in 1960. It's a Democratic county.

Q: VWhy do you think it's more Democratic?

It is or it used to be.

Q: What's the reason?

What's the reason? I don't know. LEvery new movement that comes in, The
National Farm Organization, the Farm Holiday or any radicsl group that comes
along, are on the kick.

Q: Could it be that it's a poorer county?

It shouldn't be, parts of that county are far superior to this. HNewspapers
have something to do with it I suppose. '

Q: I was reading Jim Youngdale, he was interviewed by the Historical Society.
He seid that the whole ares was hit hard by the Lepression. Thsat could account’
for the people.

Swift County wasn't hit eny harder than Stevens County.
Q: Oh, it wesn't. Do you remember Jim Youngdale from 1948%

!
I've met him.
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d: You've met him?
I've set at the sasme table as he has st a congressional....le ren in 1962.
Q: He ran in every election.

Somewhere along the line, yes. He ran for t-e Lemocratic nominstion or
something when I wes a district chsirman. He was somewhat of a2 radical.

Q: I think the first time he ran was in 1948. Can you remember back

‘that far?

Yes, against H. Carl Anderson. 'UL8 or '52, one of those yesrs.
Q: It was '48.

It could be, he was quite young then. The guy's bright, very bright, but
very misguided.’ He backed, for exsmple, Henry Wallace for president.

Q: That's right he was the onlyees.

Yes. And a man, as libersal as Franklin Roosevelt wss, threw Henry Wsllace
out as his running mste. Wsllace was vice president of the United States
at one point. HHe was not chosen for that job again because they considered
him dangerous.

Q: For what reason?

Because he was s Russian lovers

Q: Russian lover?

Yes, ne wss a pinko. Fe was & real ultra leftist, so far that he frig-tened
Franklin Rooseveltl.

Q: What did he do to frighten these people so much? This was just after the
war?

Right, and during tre wer he thought we ought to make sccommodations with
Russia. We ought to share etomic knowledge, we ought to do all these things.
The American public answered his question when he ran.

Q: Do you think the Civil Rights plank that Humphrey and Trumsn wrote tried

to steal it's thunder as far as <\'b\& candidate.
No.
Q: No?

Nothing, the whole thing wes & matter of loyslty.
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Q: Wasn't he & lot stronger at one point than when he actually wss elected.
At one point t ey were reslly afresid that he would stesl asway & lot of the
Lemocrats.

Steal away?
Q: TYes, take them away.

No. The fear in American was that he wasn't & loysl Americen. I mean the
»guy would give the country to hkussian on a silver »lastter. They never
worried about his politicel view as far as domestic issues. The fact of his
warped mentslity waes & little close to communism to suit the average man on
the street,

Q: In what way?

In just all his uttersnces and gestures. Even the people that bagged him,
the former governor, clmer Benson from Appleton was an avid Wsllsce supporter,
and he's s real leftist.

(152-10 min.)

é: Didn't heeess

He was so fer out that he wouldn't fit in with the leftists yet. today.
Q: You don't think so? Wasn't Wallace Agricultursl Secretary?

~ Yes, and a oretty good one.

Q: 50 he was good then.

He was making agricultursl policy he was not making internstionsl policy,
foreign. ~

Q: What was so bad about that, how he wanted to sccommodete Kussis and share atomic
secrets?

vWell, as a matter of fact, we did have people in our governement at that time,
Harry Hopkins was one, who were shipping strategic igls and psrts of

atom bombs snd everything else to Russian-through Great Fslls, llontana. le'd
sign a note clearing it by_HHH;*H§§?§JHopkins. He wss snother one, but e died
before we could investigate him and pin him to the well. He was one of
Roosevelt's cabinet members. No, there was quite a number of them whose
loyelty was beinz questioned. You want to run for public office o to Russian
and do it, that was the sttitude of the imerican public. No his civil rights,
his this, his that, had nothing to do with his defezt his pstriotism did. Good
God, we just got out of World War II. Look.at the number of vetersns that
were home voting, 13 million of us. :

!
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Q: Veren't people ssying thet some of the farm programs were communistic.
Yes, "e was kind of socislistic.

Qs Yes, uslizabeth Bentley ceme around here, I think that was her nsme. Ohe
testified wit> Whittaker Chambers snd was saying something asbout the programs.
I don't know what she wss refering to but that th ey were communistic. That
seems a8 little far out to me considering who she was taslking to.

Well, you must recognize the fact thet when you start to chsnge the move-
ment of government, you czn't go radically from the far right to the extreme
left in the period of two or three or four yesrs, you do it by degree grsdually.

Q: What about the Lepression?

What about it?
Q: Wasn't that the resson for moving so quickly?

It was the resson that put s lot of leftists in the government that would
never had made it in normsl times. Roosevelt would not hsve been elected had
it not been for the Depression, and the people he would zppoint and then the
bureasucratic bureaucracies that he built. I'm not trying to tell you that

REA wes all that bad. It wes 8 self-sustaining thing, the lives that we have
here wetre paying for. But the only quarrel wss that they were getting low cost
government lozns, but they had to pay interest and repay it. The interest rate
was clheap, but each individual co-op had to pay the government back. The
government didn't give them that money, they losned it to them, and it was loaned
quite reasonable at thzt time. It was losned below market interest and thre
government itself was psying more to borrow the money from you then they were
charging the REA for it. In other words, if they were going out and psying

3'& L4 percent interest for money, at that point they were loaning it to the
REA for two.

Q: So the slack was tsken up by taxes?

tight, but most of these REA loans have been repaid, 211 the old ones certeinly.
None of these RLEA's ever went broke, they've been mensged well. Now here's
anotrer point. The private utilities would like to see us hend them over to
them. Well now that they're builtes..

Q: Co-operatives?
(233-15 min.)

Sure they like to see private power. But, hell, when they had the ooportunity
to build the private power they never did. They didn't come out in the rursl
areas and build eny private lines. Now that they're hbre and they're fessible
they'd like to buy them. Suy them with what, your money and mine. i*ey buy

it with dollsr down, IOU, and a government loan. They don't have the money to
ouy ReA, they're not that big, none of them. Otter Tsil couldn't buy REA. REA
is asbig as they sre in every sres. Nm-zﬁl'd like to buy it too, if it's going
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to be thrown up on the suction block. I'll go borrow the money from the
government to buy it and throw my name in the ring. What entitles Otter
Tail to thes.sso it's ridiculous and never happened.

Q¢ So you think that 211 this talk thst these progrsms were communist were
Just a product of the quick transistion.

No, I'm not saying that they were not. They were not reslly seying these
programs were communistic, they were saying that they were more socialistic.

'Q: VWhich wes bsad to them?

Yes, and some of them were. You'll never know the amount of freedom in
America that I've known.

Q: I won't?
No way.
Q: Freedom not to have electricity?

Freedom of anything. There are more city ordiances in the city of Morris that
tell you what you can not do. I bet there's a hundred percent more than there
were twenty years ago.

Q: Well sure, that's a product of progress.
Is that progress?
¢ 4t Well, if we went electricity.

Is it progress? Is it progress for the government to tell me what I can't do,
continuously. Iverytime the legislature meets there's a thousand new bills
pessed, about four thousand sre introduced. Thset used to be the trend. They
never remove any old ones, they Jjust add a thousand new ones every two yesrs.

I don't know, I might be the biggest criminal in Stevens County, but I don't

go through all my piece mail, but they affect me, almost every one of them.

You see what I'm trying to tell you. When you greduate from college you become
a worker. I can remember when Social Security was a cent and a hslf. The
emoloyer paid three quarters of a percent and the employee paid three quarters
of one percent. Now look at what it is. And it was on the first $1200 you
earned, then it went up to 18, then 24, then 36, thed L8. Good God, what's

the top limit? Do you ever stop and think asbout the smount of taxes that are going
to be taken out of your check from the time you become gainfully employed until
the time you can retire. It will be some forty yesrs, probably forty-two, that
you are going to have somebody siphoning out, in ever dncreasing smounts.

~

Q¢ I'1l get it backe
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They'1l make & charity case out of you by the time you're 62 or 65. You
won't heve the opportunity to creste any wealth. Inheritsnce taxes get
higher., Lven the sbility of Ifamilies to trensfer funds to survivors is
getting tougher. You'll never 'know the freedoms that I know, and I'll never
know the freedoms my folks knew. It seems like everytime Congress meets or
everytime the legislatures and the states met, they take something awasy from
you. They really do. I had a hired man picked up for trapping without a
hunting license. He said, "I'm not hunting." He had to have & hunting license
to trap and a trappers license., He wasn't carrying @ gun, me wasn't hunting.
First you buy the hunting license and then you buy the trapping license. It
never used to be that way, he didn't know it snd I didn't know it. Society
becomes more and more complex.

Qs ‘I was wondering if you remember Stassen?

Yes, very well. I knew hiﬁ personally.

(319-20 min.) y

H Yo; do know Stassen. | '
I haven't seen him for guite a few years.

Qi He's in Pennsylvania right?

He's & Philadelphia lawyer. I'm a very good friend of this nephew Bob,
J. Robert.

Q: Is he a congressman?
He's a state senator. I've known him for fifteen years.
Q: Were you disapointed when they lost the nomination to Lewey?

No. UMaybe some of the Twin City party, state party people may have been and
some of his o0ld haunchos. First of all you must recognize that Harold Stassen
ceme sweeping on the scene in 1938. He won the election as governor of the
state of Minnesota against Farmer-Labor. It wasn't Democratic Farmer-Labor,
it was Farmer-Labor. He won by the biggest msjority in the history of the
state. He defeated this quy from Appleton, Elmer Anderson. Governor Stsssen
was 32 years old.

Q¢ The youngest governor, ever?

Yes, and then he wss re-elected. Then we were in World Wwsr II and he enlisted

in the Navy, Resigned &s governor and became a commander in the Navy of Halsey's
Staff out in the Pacific. Ed Thye took over as governor, he was the Lt.
governor. Then he came back from World War II snd immedistely begsn to run

for president.

’-J. ) ,//_

s e



Q¢ Just like that?
Just like that. He ran for prssident s number of times, for the némination.
Qs Was '48 the first time.

Right. It was the first election avsilable to him after he got out of

the service. Then he ran agsin in '52. Then he tried to run for the vice-
presidency in '56 with s dump Nixon campaign, thought he'd make s better
vice-presidential candidate or something. In 1960 he was on the scene, in

'6l he was on the scene. So how many times is that, four times? When I was

» delegate to Uslifornia I was listening to the radio while I was driving.

As I was going throught the state of iievads a news reporter was interviewing
Herold Stassen. He said, "Mr, Stassen, you're slluding to your delegates

and this convention, would you mind telling how many delegates you have at
this convoation or will have at this convention." Stassen said, "I'm not at
liberty to disclose that." Well he didn't have any. The reporter was kind of
on the spot, & little embarrased. The next question wes, "Well perhaps you
could tell me what specific instructions you've given these delegates.”

He seid, "I instructed all of them to vote for their favori¥e candidste, until
the fifth ballot when they're sll going to switch to Harold Stessen.” The
first day I got to San Francisco I ran into & guy at the National Convention
with a great big campaign button thet scid, "Stop Ftassea on the fifth." He
didn't have one delegate.

Q: Did it ever get to five ballots?
Oh, he got nominated yes, but I den't recall that he even got one vote.
Qs Why do you think he lost in 'L8 and kept on losing?

Bscause he »as Lrying to move to fast, You've got to remember that instinctively
when somebody wenits something that badly, I suppose you look &t & condidate

end ask yourself why does he want it and how will he use it. In Eisenhawer's
cese, for exsmple, the office sought him, he didn't went it. Harry Trumen
wss snother exemple of this, so is Gerald Ford.

Q: Well wasn't their a big difference bevween him snd Dewey. People could
identify with hime..

You mean betwzen Harry Truman and...

Q¢ No, Stassen and Dewey. Some people, especially Minnesota, would think
that he would represent them better.

Well, this may be true. Tom Dewey wss an eastern stuffed shirt. He still
caucysed with the power brokers at that point. He had more going for him

than Harold Stassen. Look &t all the delegates the state of New York has

and Minnesota has 26.

(1&10-25 mino)
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Q: Would you Bave rather voted for Stassen that Dewey?

At that time, no. Turning history around I would have rather seen Stassen
run agsinst Harry Trumen. He couldn't do any worse.

Q: Than Dewey?

Well Dewey lost, although it was a close election. OUne vote in every precinct
all scross the nation would have chenged the contest.

§t Vell, that's a large vote.
One in every precinct would have changed the election, that's close.
Q: It was, that's why I picked this election.

Harry Trumsn was sitting in a position as an incumbent, but had not yet been
elected. He was sitting e 1little bit like Gersld Ford. Americen wasn't doing
to badly st that paticulsr moment, people were just a little reluctant to
change.,

Q: To chenge?

Well you have to go to & bsllot box and think, "Well what the hell. I'm getting
elong, the kids are eating, ma's doing fine, we got a yroof over our head and
things aren't to bad. Why do I want to change?

Q: Vell how are people saying, as I understend, let's get back to normsl
we've been through two crises in a row.

Yes, but not in 1948, we'd been only through one.
Qt The Depression and World War II.
Oh » )"&8 L]

Q: There were price controls and socisl progrsms with the Depression on: The
people thought where were the Hepublicans with 21l this ons Back to normsl
you see.

That's true. We did went to go back to normal:. Then we got into the Koresn
War.

Q: Thet was after 'Li8?

But then you see how it changed. The mood of the country figured you know, these
guys can't stay out of trouble. So they dumped him. He didn't seek re-election,
he couldn't have run for dog catcher at that point, Harry Truman. He was like
Lyndon Johnson in '68. No he couldn't of, but he didn't want to anyway. I think
Harry Truman making s big pledge to end the war in Korea and go to Kores personslly
had a2 big impact: Look at how he was re-elected, he wss trusted. We were in

8 state of tranquility, we just wanted to catch our breath and we didn't want to

go anyplace very fast., I think maybe the mood of the times was to get moving
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again when we elected John Kennedy in 1960,
Q¢ The Republicans were the incumbent.

I think that here we'd went through 2 kind of nonchslant, serene eight years
of Eisenhower. We weren't going anyplece very fest, thing were going
pretty well., We didn't hsve sny wars to fight, things were moving aiong

in pretty good order. I think in 1960 we, probably as a nation looked ahead
end figured hell, let's crank her up and get moving.

Q: They identified the Democrstic Party with that. Do you think that's a
fair charscterization?

Yes, and then they went inte the anaring sixties, and though® my god what

have we did. Then they elected Nixon. Lyndon Johnson came in and passed

more social legislation than Franklin Hoosevelt ever did, in =bout four

years. People began to exsmine the programs snd begen to stert to pay for

them snd watch the federsl budget double, and sterted becoming more conservative,
They elected Nixon.

Q: Do you think the war had much to do with this?

The Vietnamese Wasr? Yes, certainly. But everything else was catching up
with Pim too.

Q: I think the Berlin Crisis was that year.

Yes, 1948.

Q: Did thet hurt Trumsn or help him? Do people think he was responsible?

I think thst helped him.

Q: It did! People wanted to get behind their leader or whotever?

Well I think he made the right decision.

Q: How sbout the Marshall Plan, did that help him?

That was somewhat controversial. But you must remember, not nesrly as contro-
versial as it would have been at the time had we known how far it was going

to go, foreign side. We sterted initislly to help 117 nations.

Q: To fight communism? (529-30 min.)

Right and get them on the rcad to recovery. We initially sterted the Marshsall
Plan to aid Burope. Then it gol expended to the point where we spent over
$300,000,000 on 117 or 120 nations. It went so far out of wheck that it's
interesting to me to note now that some of the biggest critics of foreign

aid were the very people who were there to propel it in the first place.
It's the libersls now that cut off the aid to Turkey. It's the liberals
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thet are scresming sbout bringing in the Vietnsmese and spending $507,000,000
on them, not the conservatives. It's sll the bleeding hearts that have

always been so liberal and so quick to hand out public funds to aid the
distressed that are kicking up the storm. Even George McGovern says send them
back to Vietnam, hesn't he.

Qs Did he do it becsuse...

He did it because he changed his tune to some extent. Some of these people,
like George McGovern have now become rather isolastionists. These men who
really thought that we ought te police the world end be the armed state for
the world. We ought to fortress ‘merica. Plus ' 1 =& leveled
and stending srmies and armed foreigners and so forth have now charged their
tune 2 180 degrees. You show me the biggest dove in the United States Senate
as far ss Southesst Asia or some of these are concerned and I'll show you the
biggest hawk as far ss Itrael is concerned.

¢s As far as what?

Isrsel. They're very inconsistent. When it comes to azid for Israel or
support for Isrsel or monsy for Israel or arms or anything else they're all
for it, by the difference in Jewish votes. There are not many Americans

who have sn sunt living over in feudi Arsbia. Ssudiifipspdsws and people
from huwait and Iran and so forth don't have very much influence in what's
happening in the United States. Dut the Jews do. There asre Jewish senators,
Jecob Javvats, Keating from New York was one. These people look after
their own.

Qs Didn't the farmers kind of like the Marshall Plan in '48? I mean it was
& good year for crops snd the exporis to Europe.

Lasted one year.

Q¢ The exports to Zurope, government buying crops ete., didn't that help
them make a profit?

You bet.

Q: So that would be popular around here. Did the farmers consider it a good
thing?

Yes, I suppose. Ve had precious little to say sbout it at that point. It
was just s metter of fact.

Q: Well I mean the way the farmers rescted to the administrastion and...

You meen that he would have supporied Harry Trumen because of it, the Mershsll
Plen?

Q: Well been happy with the sdministrstion anyway.
Happy with ferm prices, yes.

Q: Was thet a bad year for inflation? The whole period after the war, I've heard
a lot asbout it.
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Was bad for the Republicans?
Q: Bad 7ur inflation.
(636-35 min,)

Inflation, oh certainly. Yes, but do yéu know what it was? It wasn't
necessarily the Democrstic Party's fault, I don't think. We voteu wage &nd
price controls out following World Wer II, rent controls and ell that. The
whole ¢« 7 prices on meat, suger and rationing ended. Now you've got

to remember for four full yesrs we had people esrning more money at defense
Jobs etc., then they'd ever mede in their life. They had very little to
spend it for, They couldn't buy 2 brand new car, you couldn't build 2 home,
you couldn't ravel extensively. You could only buy & rationed amount of
ueat, you could only buy a rationcc amount of sugar. So your spending was,
therefore, quite controlled, so there was a lot of savings. 0Ukay, now the
war ended. All your sutomobiles are old eénd 2ll your highwayc are old,

your houses sre getiing old. Everything needed something, and we had the
money. They had money to buy new cars, they had money to build & new house,
I mean in theory they had the down payment snd so forth. The GI's that

were getting out, were getting out with mustering out psy and plus what they
hed seved snd so forth. There wes & grest consumer demasnd in the perioed, just
8 big vacuum to be filled. In the yesrs of 'L46, 7, end 8 we filled them, and
we had a recession by 'LY.

Q¢ A recession. Why wes this?

Well, first of all, we had taken 13 million Americsns and dumped them out on
the street, out of the Armea Forces. ¥We had transferred in those period of
vears from a full war economy to a peace time economy, and it was catching
up with us. The Marshell Plan no longer had any impact ss far as sgriculture
was concerned becsuse they appsrently by thet time were feeding themselves

to @ large degree. Farm prices fell in half. I can remember when flax went
from betwwen $6 and $7 2 bushel clear down to $k.

Q: That was in''}8?

t49. I can.pewember corn was $2.40 st a high smd it wemt down to asbout a8 §1 a
bushel in 'L9. Barley the same way.

Q¢ Could you begin to see that by election time, in 'LB%
Nes

Q¢+ Not at all?

No, the prices fell in February.

Q: February.

In 'L9.
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Q: In 'hgu

The prices held pretty high through the election. He did mske a big campaign
swing through the Midwest here amd dsmned the Republican Congress for not
releasing funds to build adeguate storsge for crops. Government losns for
ever more granary bins you know. He made 2 big issue out of it. I don't
know if it emounted to snything, becsuse the farmers in thet particular year
were pretty well set.

Qs Well didn't they need storsge facilities?

No, it disappesred after the election snd I never heard it mentioned again.
Qs The issue?

The issue. MNever heard it mentioned again, it was just a bunch of pheney
baloney I think.

Q¢ You think so? Even though there were big crops that year?

Well what'd we do with them. They didn't sit on the ground. We put them in
storsge.

Qs Yes. Well if there was & shortsge, would thezt be = nroblem?

Whet did we do with the crops from the year before? We had big crops in '48,
we had big crops in '47, we didn't have any bigger crops in 'L8. Where

were we putting it before. You see it didn't change thet much in one year. Ve
didn't destroy sll our last years storzge.

Q¢ Vell wasn't there 2 need for more storege?

Well obviously there was a need for more storage but it got stored. We kept
on building storage, we're still building storsge.

Q: Well what was Trumsn talking about?
He wss tryl _ to excite the farmer into supporting Herry Trumsn.
%he The Republicans limited building storege béns.

Ocviously they limited what commodity credit could spend, probably. Didn't
appropriete as much money. It might have been 2 figure of half s million
dollars less than what he asked for, which would be nothing. We stored our
crope in 'L48, there wss no big problem.

4t The farmers didn't resct to that you don't think?
As & whele it's difficult to say that this farmer reazcted and this one didnft.

It's 2 matter of how intelligent each farmer is. Souwe of them would resct to
anything. You could tell him this is black, when it's actuelly gray, and he
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he would agree with you. There are & lot of farmers that weren't to smert,
they're gone.

Qs They're sll gone?

There's nothing ovt there now obut the hard nose professicnsl. You must
remember that in 19LE there was a different breed of farmex living out here
thens I'm fazrming the land that six families used to live on in 1965,

(754=L4O min.)
Q: Did you expand & lot since...

We have & 1,040 ecres right here. Three miles long and & mile snd & hslf wide.
4nd one north of Donneily. This would have been & fantastic operstion in 1948.

Qs I heard thet sgriculture wes turning inteo a business...

I got one tractor that cost nearly forty thousand dollars. fou could buy

& ferm for less then that in 1948, the whole ferm. Now & family farm would
take you a half to thres quarters of a million dollers. It hss to be that
much biggers.

Q: Why?

To run the $40,000 tractor. It's just like why does it take more to run
your household. I could go through your household and sasy, "Iou have a
mixmaster, and & dishwesher, and sn sutomatic washer and dryer snd this

and that." No wonder your light bills &re higher. You heve all the things
that you never had 25 or 30 years sgo. 1he sutomobile, you wonder why it
coste more. It has air-conditioning, & tape player, an AM-FM radic. Good
God it's not the same automobile. You read letters to the editor soout
farmers writiag in and complaining about whet a tractor costs wow and what
a tractor cost then. Why the tractors we have that they're referring to
wouldn't pull our tractors across the ysrd empty. How do you compare?

Q: 1948 just strikes me aswfully similar to this year.
Aufully whet?
Qs  fufully similer. Inflation...

In a lot of respects you're absolutely-corrnct. when you draw & correlation
between 1948 and 19...

Q: Inflstion seems to be just...

Yes, right. We had a president who was in like circumstences in 1948. 4 men
who we did not elect @8 a president. We elected @ vice-president snd we didn't
vote for him becsuse he was very controversial snd mebody had ever heesrd ol him

end he had & bad background. They voted for Lioosevelt.
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Q1 Are you talking about Truman?

Yes. £l ™ gas machine snd the whole bit. He was kind of a
nonentity that swept with Roosevelt and did, in fsct, become cur president.
Yodey we have Gersld Ford, whom novody elected president. Now we heve the
shorage in commodities world wide such as we hed them. We had preity good
prices and they began to fsll shortly asfter thet snd we have that on the
horizon right now. We had & high degree of inflation ss you pointed out.
There is 8 correlaticn. We just got out of s war, that's snother correliation,

Q: Then there seemed to be @ lot of hostility towards labor snd I don’t see
that now. I wonder if thst's because of the...

The unemployment. But if lsbor wss riding high, 1 think there'd be hostility..

§s Do you think, were you hostile to lavor? JSome people seem to think it
wes responsible for inflation because of the strikes and loss production.
There wouldn't be as meny products cn the line,

( 88?"}45 mine )

If you have increased labor cost on an article the only way you can offset

it is to increase productivity. I{ you don't do that you're going to have

to raise the cost of the article. Then the consumer has co pay the bill.
when this goes right on down through ocur economy from the light bill to the
water bill tc the sutomobile to the food you est to everything, the consumer
starts psying for it in ever increasing smouuts. The leborer himself is @
consumer. His own check shrinks, his purchasing power shrinks. The laborer
that is capable of increasing his productivity as he lncresses his earnings,
doesn't csuse inflation. If you were working for me and I raised your salary
33%, and you raised your productivity, I don't know what percentsge you'd have
to raise it cervaialy mot 333, vut sowme percentage Lo offsel it would not be
inflationary. It Jjust wouldn't.

Qs WVWas the large prime on inflation.ee.
Was what?

Qt In "4& did lsbor not raise their production while wages were going
up?

No, their wage rates were going up higher than their productivity. This is how
we happened to get into the battle of the imports thet we got: 3ack in those
years we were not getting imports. Iou didn't see the foreign gooas on the
shelf, just little trinkets, Khtckknacks, junk You didn't see foreign

cars., There wasn't forcisn r=dios, or foreizn televisions, maybe o foreign
sewing machine or somcthing like that, This is something that came about
through our high lsbo.s costs.

Qi People pireferred to buy elsewhere?

Well, they bought chesper elsewhere. Cheaper lavor and 8 quality product.
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As a matter of fact, sometimes backed by Americsn money. For instence, we'd
have a2 plant thet would be building...

(965-18 min. end reel 1 side 2)
REEL XII SIDE I

They own seven Gulf Stream airplanes snd they're thinking sbout buying two
more. They have their own sirline. Whet does he do fer them?

q: It's o vague to me becsuse I don't understend, but it has to do with
market resesrch., He works with computers, he has s degree in meth and
business administrstion.

He's a Eepublican?

Q: He used to be. He chunged in 1972. He has 8 voting record that's been
Democratic since 1968 I think.

He hes? He's been Uemocretic snd still works for Minnesots Mining. They're
2 bunch of Republicens.

Q¢ Oh, I'm sure they sre. Look at the casmpsign contributions.

I used to know them quite well. He used U0 be our $100 dinner cheirmen end
our finance chsirman and this snd that. Ch yes, burt Heyers, on not Burt
Meyers btut...lL got @ number of them.

@: Do you think Humphrey was right when he called Youngdale @2 communist?
Humphrey wass fighting his...

He wesn't far from wrong.
Qs He wesn't?

No. At that time all those people got cslled comunists. Youngdale, Elmer
HBenson, and Henry Wallace, they're sll in the sam® psck. I quess we all felt
this way. T¥ it looked like & duck, walked like a duck, hed feathers, was
seen keeping company with other ducks, and clucked like a duck, why we felt
that the cresture we were locking et must be & duck.

Q: VWhy were there sc meny ducks flocking around? It seemed thet half the
pepulation of the States for s while were ducks.

Okay, let's put it this way. In the esrly 'L0's here in Americen, or st least
in Minnesota, there was the CIO. It was being ssturasted with communists. The
Farmer-Labor party, the FarmerwlLebor bunch, slso had a lot of cummunists in it,
Hubert Humphrey purged the perty of commnists. The CIO purged their ranks of
communists., I worked in the CIO snd some of the guys that I wes sround got the
axe, union officals because they were so pinko. This was &ll efter I left,
about three or four yesrs.

Q¢ Which was when?
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I worked in '4l, for Minnespolis Moline building shells,
Q: Minneapolis what?

Moline. It was a ferm equipment menufecturer that had a war contract. There
wes a lot of communists in Americe then Lecsuse it was fasuicnable. Russie
was an ally, vou could be 8 communist. The Cold War hadn'ti started.

9t What does that mean? A conspiracy to tzke over the world or to change
the internal economy?

Yhat's this?

G: When I hesr the word communist. Is it an internal thing to chrnge the
internal economy or 88 8...do you think of it on...

(63-5 min.)

I think of it as & voguel thing. IJou see, it has a master, a foreign master.
The communist perty in Americe is tuned to the communist perty in Russia. They
call it the Americen Comrmunist Farty and this end that, but it gets its orders
from MYoscow. It would be like starting a Democratic Perty underground in
Russisy and ruanning it Irom the Hotional Headgquarters of the Demccratic Party.
See we Lalk sbout our CIA and their communist psrty h.. _e¢iu doing the same
thing for yeers, only they won't blav it all over or give anybody & right to
advise aad consent.,

Qs Do yon think the CIA wos or is as bad as the communist party.

Well one of the problems of a totalitarien regime slways seems Lo be that it
causes those who fear it to imitste it. Don't they?

Q: I think they have.

See, we di0 in Kores to some extent. We begsn to bura villagee end destroy
hamlets. : :

That's what I meant.

¢s S50 you think Humphrey wes just trying to push out & lot of communists that
had come in during the...

Herphrey sctually did.

Qs Ancd he wzs actually right?

Now I'm not trying to say Jemes Youngdale wes 8 communist et that parvicular
points I even think those who were zccusing him of being communist would

probebly bsve Yo admit Lo themselves he wes8 just o fellow traveler. He wasn't
completely red, he wes just & litile crimson.
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Qs Well, what was his pletform besides his support of Wallsce? Sounded

pretty straight forwerd to me. He wss for old age pensions snd ninety percent
parity.

A hundred percent parity.

Q: He was sgainst the peace time draft. bBut the Farmers Union was too, right?
I don't recell that.

Qs He sounded pretty straight forward to me and I wss wondering.

If the Farmers Union was against the peace time draft, they never ssid very much
sbout it. They backed all the people that imposed the draft in the first place.
The Democrats nct the Republicans.

Q: There masi't that much reaction sbout that and I was wondering.

Yo because the biggest Democret in the neighborhood was the biggest draft dedger
in the neighborhood.

Q: Who's that?

Well, just s neighbor you know. Never sent any soms to support the wars. But
yet they kept, they were all Democrstic wars. They thought the Democrastic psrty
was just lovely 88 long as somebody else did the fighting for them. Human
nature.

Q: Nobody opposed the draft vocally then?

HNo.

Qs Except for Youngdsle and the progressive party in the Farmers Union?

Well are we talking sbout peace time draft or: sre we talking asbout wer time draft?
Qs Peace time drafb.

No, it was not controversial, not & big thing. Should have been, but it wasn't.

Q: If you know now whst you did then, I mesn. Would you have opposed it back
thea if you knew?

I've always been opposed to it.
Q: TYou have?

Yes, always been opposed to it. In time of wer it's necessary. I'm opposed to
it for & number of resscns. Basicelly, I don't believe thaet we should stand
with & cereer office corp and career soldiers. We pay for their wives having
babies in military hospitels and commissaries, where they buy their food,
retirement benefits, uniforms, travel allouuncea, 30 days paid vacation and
pay day is & holidey end the wholething snd ;ive them the Iringe veneliis ol



of being in the service. Then have somebody else fight their battle when

we g3t in trouble. It's slways the unwilling citizen soldier in an cver-
whelming majority who has to go in and do the fighting, when there is any
fighting to do. The hard corps csreer army man is back running the PX
someplace or in headquarters someplace or something. The guy at the casualty
list sre slways the unwilling citizen. This isuwhat wes wrong with Vietnam.
I got in an argument in & bar in Minneapolis with s full Colonel over that.
He said, "Well, I'll have to admit thet these guys sre just cannon butter.”

I sndd, "Jou're just sitting her in Minneapolis in a bar, you're nice and
comfortable. You're & career professional. How come you sren't out fighting
the only war you got? That's what I've paid you for 21l thse god demn yesrs.
Where are you now when I need you? Leaning agsinst the god damn bar in
Minneapolis.”" He didn't like it very well.

Qt Ohy I'm sure,.
(130-12 min.)

But that's the truth and he admitted it. But that's something--the 19 year old
has to go out there, Some ninety day wonder, secead lieutenant has got to be
platoon leader. You're the hard noses professionsl that went through command
schools, Xou went through World Wer II, you had to, to be & Colonel now. Here
you are Korean War, and heré you are now, you went through....this is your

third war but you never got killed. You know he never got much exposure. You're
the guy that needs it Hell this citizen soldier dousn't need combat experiencs.
Hell he's going to come home, he's not going to stay over there. But hell,
you're going to be sround I expect you to get combet experience.

Qt  Tou prefer to see the people thet are alwaya there used? Instead of
relying on these...

Save themselves man. First of all, let me ssy this. First of sll, Eisenhower
sent 230 weepons experts over and weapons to train the South Vietnamese Army.
That's what we had there, 230. Then John Kennedy came aslong and the temps
stepped up 2 little bit. He was intrigued by s new form of Army thst could fight
brush fire wsrs. Limited warfare. The Green Berets csme about during the
. Kennedy years: They were Army Special Services, they were sent to Vietnem.
These guys were volunteers, they were €areer Army. Hot only were they career
Army but they were volunteers for Green Bersts. Now I dida't feel very sorry
for them. They were doing what they were being paid end trsined to do. Each
one of them had a Chinese ulercenary to gusrd hims That's a fsct. To see that
some gook didn't shot him., Zach one had his own body guerd. They got shoved
into the thing and they loved it, you know. Big deal. Then Lyndon Johnson
got to be president. Through the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and so forth, he
committed whole combat units. First company, battalion, division, whole army.
Naval and air. It got to be a different deal. No, I've alwsys been against
the draft in peace time. Now I won't carry thst qusrrel against the military
in war time.

Qt Yes. That weS.es

As a matter of fact, the 1964 Republicen platform ceme out against the draft
and wanted an sll volunteer army. As @ matter of fact, it was Nixon that put



the sll volunteer army into the game wasn't it, and that ended the draft.
That was & Republicen thing, not @ Demccret. 3Sarry Goldwater is @ general
in the Air Force. Ha is military.

Q: I'm looking back on thie lsbor thing. Do you think most people were kind
of hostile towards this lsbor thing?

Yes, basically, still are probably. They have less sympathy towards lsbor
then the larger urban aress, simply becsuse there's more self-employed
people in & rursl srea thsn there sre in e metropolitan. Then there's the
simple fact that those who are in the laboring force are not union. They're
not resding the lsbor journsls.

Q: They don't have that protection?
No, and I'm not sure that they want to. OSome would.
Qi So their interests sre completely different?

Completely different. You see we're different fic: the stendpoint of wanting

to more or less live with the status quo énd not want to see sbrupt changes

in the rursl areas. For example when deylight savings time comes out, it's

the rural peovle thst fight it. Vhen the minimum wages come out it's the

rural pecple, they slways have it, they slwaye used to have the minimum wsge,
depending on how meny employees you had. The small Lusinessman with three
employees or something was excluded. The ohly way to get votes to passs the damn
thing wes to pscify the rural sress. The rural arees used to heve a lot of
power, a lot of clout in the state house,

(23115 min.)

Qs You don't think they do anymore?

No, not as much. Well they do, but not as much.

Qs I was wondering, that sesmed to be a big issue in the senstorisl race, that
wes the yesr Humphrey got in. Beat Bpll. Do you think that that was infiuential?
Well in this county, of course, Ball won.

You've got to remember, now you're talking sbout 1958 aren't you?

Qs 'L8

'48 I meen. This was not a presidentsl year. Yes it was.

Q: Tes it wss.

Yes it wes: I think probably Ball lost his own rsce. It went back to the
personality of the men. His smbition, his ties back to Minnesota, his lisison
with the people. Humphrey was sn energetic campasigner, the other guy really

wasn't. He didn't stsy in touch with the constituents to the extent that
Humphrey does yet today.
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Qt What are the expenses of the casmpasign? He seemed to be running a lot
of asdvertisements through the jpapers snd I assume...

Who 4id?
Q: Bell. HMaybe he did that through 8ll the smsll town papers?
I suppose he did. I doubt thet he spent as much 8 Humphrey did.

Q: This was interesting to me and I wass wondering if you mayve could explain
it. Truman carriec the county and Humphrey...

Trumen carried the county in 1948, He did, I hed forgotten that, but I guess
you're right.

dz That's the second time that somebody ssid, "You're kidding."
Yes.

43 J.C. Morrison said before, that the two people, their philosophies were
similsr regarding labor end these other things. They represented the s e
pecple, so if the voters were going to vote consistently they should beat
both of them or support both of them.

Yes. GCeorge Ball wasn't all thet known. Today you could go out on the
street and say, "Who's your United States Senator from Minnesotai" and more
people could ssy Hubert Humphrey than they could'ye st that time said

CGeorge Bell. I think that's true. I think thst's even true when Gene
MeCarthy defeated Senator Thye. You must Pemember that some of these people
defeat themselves. With some of these caendidates, it has nothing to do with
issues. It's their own black lustre way of being in office. The people just
kind of say, "the hcll with him, we need sumebedy new." Irregardless of the
perty. Party csn cerry them to some extent but they can't overcome everything.
Sometimes these people's staff defest them by not getting the work done. IYou
could write & letter tc Senator Thye snd never get an anvwer. You write a
letter to Hubert Humphrey snd you got @ reply. You might not know what he's
talking aboul, might be a form thing shotgunned out snd doesn't hit the nail
on the head. Thenk you for your interest snd I'm studying the matter and

bla, tlas, bla, He doesn't even say what matter. But st least he acknowledges
it. He worke the butt off his staff, the guy's energetic. I got s letter
from him the other day for being kind to his asdministrative assistant on some
occasion.

Q: Oh really! He is a politicien's politicisn. Do you remember...
He used to sttsck me.

Qs He used to attack you. Do you remember when he came to Horris? I reasd in
@ paper that once he came and spoke by the Merchsnts Hotel.

In front of a dozen people.

W: A dozen?



Something like that., dJust the Democratic hard corps.
@: Twelve people in all of Morris at that time.

No, it was no big throng. No, I remember him standing on the street, iL was not
2 big thing.

Q: You were there?

Not listening. Just looking across the street. The DFL psrity in this county
was not reslly to tough to cope with in the years that I was active, I didn't
think., I kind of thought they lscked imaginetion. They hsve kind of come to
life now, they're s little more potent. Wa %asught them a few things. They
learned their lessons well. They did some things that we should have been
doinge. For instance, they merged in the forties to the DFL.

(322-22 min.)
Qs Yes, 'hLl.

They  went to sixty percent endorsement, and we were still fighting each other
to death in the primeries. We had 2 forty percent endorsement. In our cone
ventions it was possible, therefore, to have two candidates with forty-three
percent aspiece. We could have two endorsed candidstes for the ssme office

and end up in & primery aznyway. After the 1958 election which we lost wury
badly in the state, we called an off year convention in the city of Rochester
and chenged the constitution to the extent thst we could...would go for the
endorsing, discourage primariss and have @ sixty-forty. Sixity percent endorsement
Jjust like the DFL. 5o we cooied them snd put teeth in the thing and the party
monay went to the endorsed candidste. We then instigated s few other things.
We had electsd a new state chairmen by the nome of Ed DSeanmsn, who went out
throughout the state with his cheirwomen. He told esch county commitiee what
the program was going to be for the next two yesrs and turned to them and said,
"Do you think that you can get this job done?” If they said, "no" he world
tell them to resign. He got rid of all the dead wood, county chairman that
weren't producing., We built e pratty pliable party and we slected ES governor
the next s;ectien in 19€0. :

U Thap wes after '587
Xes, 1960,
Qs Who wes elected in 15872

Elmer L. ﬁnderson¢ In 1966 we hed all the state offices plus both houses of
legislature. Now the worm is turned you see because the Republican Party

has been kind of /.. .. ‘¢ . I%'s kind of tied down agein, it kind of

runs in cycles., 7he’ 1uaderahip hasn't been good. OUne of these deys, through
anger, frustration, snd so forth, you'll see a revivel. There'll be the chant,
"Throw the rascals out." You'll see new faces show up that were independents

thet are sick to their stomsch over what's happening mow. It'll just be a messive
sweep, that's the way politics is. Tou'll see campaign chsirmen thet you never
knew were Republican. You'll see independents that suddenly turn Republican.
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You'll see, it'll come.

Q: VWhy do you think people in this county supported Trumsn and defested
Humphrey? I think Humphrey was only carried in Pepperton and a couple of
townships.

Humphrey waen't all that weil known to them, I suppose. He'd just been the
mayor of Minneapolis. &nd who the hell in Stevens County at that time knew
who the mayor of Minnespolis was or cared?

Q: Ball wes the incumbent?

Ball was the incumbent, had veen for meny yesrs.

U: Do you think Ball hurt his chances in the rest of Minnesota when he
supported Roosevelt? I don't know if'you remember this but I read somevhere
that he supported Koosevelt in his third csmpsign.

He supported Roossevelt during which campeign?

d¢ Third one,.

Third one?

@3 Third time he was elecied,.

See the fourth cempsign Uewey ran sgeinst Roosevelt.

Qs It could have been the fourth.

(4L18-25 min.)

The third one who rasn against Roosevelt...Wendel Willkie. I didn't kaow
that Joseph ball had supported, I didn't know that. I might have been in the
service or something. Ifes, it would hurt him.

G: It would?

It would kill him. They maybe wouldn't vote for Humphrey but they sure as
hell wouldn't vote for Ball. It will kill you within & party when you jump
over the traces. Kills you with the party herd corps, <a2finitely.

§s Well, it was a hard campeign. It seemed to occupy as much paper space
and as much attention as the presidency.

Some of ?ha coloriul cempaigns was this H, Cerl Anderson. He had s lot of
friends iu thii county. he had & lot of friends in every county. Hias
congreseman. e was 8 typicel Senstor Fogbound in Litiie inper 5
Fogbound. Did you resd little Abner? e S

Qs Z don't remember Fogbound.
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He's their sSenstor or congressmen. He's a typicel H. Carl Anderscn, Senator
Fogbounda
Q: VWhat does Fogbound do?
Well he is a kind of sleepy o1g  charscter politicsn. Lo you ever read
Haggar the Horrible? Uo you draw 8 correlation between Hagger end the
events thet happen in your life?
Q¢ Uh, sure.
Last week it showed him battling &n army and the srrows were flying and
people were hacking at him with swords. He ssys, "I'm going to get out of
this damn business." Crezy Eddie says, "What would you do, go farming"?
Iv shows en arrow going through his helmet, you know "zap" made 2 whole in
his helmet. He said, "No, that's to résky."
Q@: Zou caught €, Uarl Anderson when he wes being, I don't know, a8 little %o
peliticel. He was trying to manipulate the party for his own ends. What wes
your opinion of him?
Personally?
@t Yes, well as a congressman.
Very good,
Gt Very good, Ioungdsle seid nhe was a...
Personally,he was diiferent but what wes that,

Q: I read in the psper that he was an enemy of the REA and the AAL, I'm
not sure what the A#s is,.

Agriculture Administrastive Act or something. It's what we call the A3CS now.
He supported REA very strongly. He supported sll the agrieultursl pragrame
very stron:ly,, He was @ conservative physically.

Qs But Youngdale called him &n enemy of these progrems. Do you know why he
would do that?

Yes, he'd call him something, he was running against him.

Qs But why did he choose that issue? Do you have any ideas.
Why would he what?

Q¢ Why would he choose that issué? Do you have any idea?

No I don't, because I can't imagine why anybody would say thst sbout him. This
soil lab in Morris, MN is one of his baby projects.

Q¢ The soil lab up st the University?



Yes, up here at the north end of town. That soil center thet Bob Holmes
runs, is H. Csrl Anderson. No, he wssn't conservative at all. As a
metter of fact, agriculturally he was quite a libersl.

Qs Well didn't he heve to be being this i8...
Hight, Right. John Zwsck also.

Gs Wes this the most agricultursl sres of the nation for & while? Somebody
told me that.

Not necessarily here, but the Midwest certsinly is. Ho, this is no more
sgricultural then lows.

Q¢ It seemed kind of inconsistent reading whet J.C. Morrison said, that
their inflation was & problem. The people in the sgriculitural areas didan't
want to see the price supports go down. Like the Akin Act. I don't know
if you remember that.

I'm=hm. DUidn't went to see it go down.
Q: Lidn't want Lo see psrity go down, price supports go down.
Uh, certsinly not.

Wi . But at the same time they could, it was kind of an urben agricultursi
thing, We're not the cause of the problem, you're the cause of the
problem. It just seems kind of inconsistent to me. OF course I wessn't
back there.

I'm not following you. Wwhat do you mean, inconnistent with what?
<+ Well that there wes inflation and...

Are you saying that asgriculture wes responsible for inflation?

Q: Vell people seem to be defensive sbout that back then.
(525~30 min.)

No, 25 a metter of fact, you must remember that for twenty years we paid
the price of inflation. We were selling grain for the same price we had
been for twenty yesrs, for exemple, snd lsbor had tripled in price. Every-
thing had tripled. The only wey they could do thst is chesp food and cheap
fuel. Then the worm turned. High fuel and high food. Everybody went
bensnss. In America we thought we could have unlimited supply of lumber
chesp, &n unlimited supply of oil chesp. 4And you had the inherit right
from the moment you were born to cheasp food, What gives you thet right?

Q: Ckay, whet about people againet price supports? Lou know, manipulation
80 thatee.

Well this is why cvhey were &gainst it. They were sgainst price supports for
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meaipuleting price. They weren't zgainst high prices. Thess same people

thel were opposed to government intervention in asgriculture oppoued it becsuse
the sgriculture program wes run for the benefit of the consumer, not the
farmer. It was to give you cheap food and fiber, it was tc manage supply.

Hell they only sold it tc the farmer as protection, but they hed to enicker

&ll the way back to the capital becsuse they were controlling the farmer. They
already knew. They draw & master plen end say your quota for corn is this
mich, sbout ten percent more thet necessery. The fect thet we had surplus grain
in our bins wazs beceuse of government plenning not any other reasons. They
could have planned 3 ten percent shortage if they wsnted to, Just as easy as a
ten percent surplus. But they didun't want thet, they wented an sbundsnce of
cheap food, That's how they did it, they were Just conning the farmer.

Q: I'xm net sure I follow.

When you have & whole yeer or two of supply on hend of a commodity, it's going
to b cheap right?

Q: Sure and vhat's why they built storage bins.

Thet's how they did it.

Q: They built storage bins so that...

Right, Right.

G: A surplus wouldn't be released on the marked 2ll at onle.

Yes, but the government owned it. The government owned the commodities and
they were relessing it. If the price Jumped ten cents man they dumped it,
ar.d brought the prics down again. They controlled prices with it. Now they
ean't because they don't owm any. 5o they contrel prices with export
restrictlions.

Q: Didn't Stassen szy at one point thet the government was being dumb
Lecause they should buy for export. It shouldn't try to inflste famm prices.

It shouldn't you said.

Q: Yes, when they were buying crogs to export. They should try to keep
farm prices low,

It'e possgible that he might heve said that.
Rt I think Trumsn used it throughout his campaign.

Yes, he probsbly seid thet. Thst won him a lot of support with fermers.

You know, reslly kiss of death. ITou run out there snd tell the fsrmer in the
same vein that he had to work harder for less. It's just like walking intc

2 factory end telling the worker that you ought to produce more for the same
salary. Well it'd go over like a lead ballon. 7This price support thing by

the government wes for the benefit of the consumer, ncbody else. They controlled
the supply snd the...



Q: They evened out the supply?
Well they owned it.

Q: But how would it benefit the consumer? I could see how it would protect
the fermer.

Cheap food. You could have inflstion but you didn't have it all the way down
the line. Your food bill wes never inflated, only be the cost of labor,
packaging end transportation, that waes going up ell the time.

Q: I thought storage facilities were built so a farmer could get a loan...

When we telk about storage facilities. OStorege fecilities were in Hancock,
Cyrus, Morris, Donnelly, snd Alberte. OGoverament cwned storaze, a hundred
bins. Government storsge and the farmer delivered his grain there.

Qs Because the governmeni gave the farmer a3 losn.
(633-35 min.)

Yes, snd at the end of the year he had a choice of paying off the loan or
delivering the grain, et thst price. OSo the govermment did in fact own the
grain.

Qs The farmer go' more meney cut of it them if he had sold it at a loss 8t
merket price?

No., I think he would've gotten along better without the loan program because
he wouldn't heve raised it in the first place, snd it would heve raised the
price. In other words, if corn wes fifty cents s bushel you wouldn't plant
very mich cern, sad cthen next yesr it'd by a dollar and 2 half. Iocu'd control
your output. This way you're being psid to just produce.

Gt Oh I see. There was always 8 lorge amount of food on hand,

There was always a large smount of chesp food on hand, st & price that would
Just..well it was a program...The government would just sit down every reer.
This many farmers will dissppesr from the farm: That yesr thst many did.

They seid 600,000 farmers are going to disappear this yesr. Thet was slready
progremmed. Under this program ther: are 600,000 fermers thet csn't mske it this
yes.r is reelly what they're saying. Anybody with eny intelligence could see
tust. If you read e thing that the USDA ssid that 600,000 farmers are going

. to diseppesr this year, well then they're telling you this. Their master plenners
have sat down 2nd said, "Under our program, under the hardship that we're
messuring oub to farmers, we're going to get rid of 600,000 this yeasr." You

8ee we're going to tske moxe and more poverty and divide it Letwesn fewer snd
fewer people and then we're going to tell them they are having prosperity.

In other words we're going to take the gross ustional product of agriculture and
divide it between fewer people.

(% Tou think people sre being driven out of farming?



Well certainly.

Q: Well, just like...

Obviocusly. I'm farming the ground that six families Jarmed.
Q: Sure and thet's not only becsuse of thelr growing costs.

Praetty soon Lnere will be just 2 few {ood b2rons iu Americsen that'll tell you
whal you're going to pasy for foed.

Ws Do you think that's a part of government planning to?
Just how meny farmers in American do you think produce B0 percent of the food?
@t I could see it happening bub you' re saying now?

Today, I mean right now. I'11 bet you 3C percent of the farmers produce
80 percent of the food.

Q: I thought you said it was part of the cost of keeping o farm going.

It is, under those programe. It's just like Willies Red Owd. You got to

keep those check-out counters busy. You know you can't buy 2 tractor

end have machinery to run for only ~wo days a year. Vou just have to rur it
hours sud hours and hours. iuee - land. You got & big combine

it tekes @ lot of grain going through that thang. 80 you Just get bigger and
bigger 2znd bigger to keep the equipment going, and i1f you can't, you're out,
It's just like JC Penney verses Palmer's Clothing Store. Where Folmer will
take and buy a shelf of overslls smd maeybe turn it once 2 year, he's got his
meaey tied up for twolve months. BSay maybe he turns it twice 2 yesr, in the
meantime JU Penney turns it monthly. They'll take that dellar that they put in
overalls and roll it twelve times thet yesr. They take that dollsr that they made
-over here selling overzlls aud put it back in new overails for the new shelf.
If they dc that twelve times s year, they've masde twelve dollers for eéach
~yerall they've sold reslly. HNot for esdh overszll but for the space thet
overall tock twelve times e year. Thst money is rolling. Well i%'s the ssme
in any business and agriculture is no exception. If you had s country
7levator out here and you only bought 10,000 bushels of grein, you couldn't
hire 2 man to help you even., But if you bought & million bushels of grain

end mads five cents a bushel, see your dollsrs, with the same amount of
machinery. :

Qs Yes, I éee it. Thet was the year of the Taft-Hartley Bill?

In 1948s 1 think he mede 3 big thing sbout that with labor.

Q: ¥no did? &

Harry Truman did. Thet was one of his major campaign issues. He s2id he was

going te have it revoxed, repealed rather, and hs didn't. I don't think
he made enything more than 8 feetle sttempt. In fact, he turned right around



and used it. He waes the first president to use it.

Q: Uid people around here support the Taft-Hartley Labor Actil

Yes, 1 think so.

Qs It was quibe an issue wssn't it.

Yes for intelligeunt people, run of the mill people no, they didn't even know
what the hell it wes. But the intelligent thinkers yes. It wasn't bad if

you resd the bill, it gave labor some privileges it just didn't take away.

In fact it's never been repealed has it?

Q: I think a lot of its provisions 'ave been legisiative though.

PardonY

Q: I'm not sure.

It's never been repesied. The government still sbteps in when there's a strike
in the steel mills or the railro-ds or whatever. Every presidsnv has been
using it.

Gt You seem to hsve an awfully good memory. OSome people cen't remember this
but there was a second secsion of Congress called after the Hepublicen
nominetion. The day session Truman cslied it. FPeople thought, asccording
to some things I read that thiS... : _

Yes, 1 vaguely remember it.

Qs They didn't know how to resct to it, they thought it was a
politicael menuver. ;

(797=40 min.)

it wag.

@: Did people around here raaot'at all to that?

I don't think so. Did it influence the c#mpaign? No I wouldn't think so.

Q: DBec2use of thet he was able to call them a do nothing Congress: I think
bhat was suppose to be.ss

Well he would hsve you know. They were Republicen controiled:. The Senate
I don't think was, it must have heen the House. Maybe we did coatrel two,
both houses for two years, but only for twe yesrs,

Q¢ Yes, I think the lstesta..

Unly for twe years. 1'm trying to think when John Kennedy was nominated.
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Congress was still in session. He went back and sat in the Senate briefly.
Certainly would have been mid-year. JYes 1 remember Trumsn doing that. At

that paticulsr point the newspapers made a bigger issue out of it than any-
body else. Lditorisls.

Qt There was one thing that I ssw in the paper that just really intriqued me,
end I've been trying to find someone that remembers it. The local Highwasy
Workers Union put some notice in the paper that they would maybe have 1«

pull out of the State Union because they were afresid it was being used for
political purposes, that their money was being used for peliticsl purposes.

What year would that have been?

© Qs 1948

I remember just veguely. I didn't think it was thet long ego. There has
been a lot of complaint down through the years from more conservative members
of the Minnesota Highway Union sbout the pelitical influence in the DFL. They
wers come ’iét rancid about it at different times. But I just don't recall
that particular incident. I do know that the Highway Department had been
perged of all political cro:ies in 1938. '39 I suppose following the Herold

"-Stassen elction. They had to pay to keep their jobs. The Fsrmer-Labor

control of the Highwsy Depsrtient was so total in sll departments that they just
put their political hacks in. You had to be a DFL'er or s politican to hold

. @ Job. You had to contribute so much to the party every two weeks or out you

would go. That was so crooked that outfit, that they just sbout stole the dome
of the capital., Thet's why they were defested @s badly as they were.

Q¢ In what year?
"' 1938. From '36 to '38 they were reslly corrupt.

'Qt That wes Benson?

Prior to thet it was Floyd B. Olson, then Helmar Peterson. Helmsr Peterson wes
a ‘honest men, I think. Floyd Olson wes but some of the people he had rumning
arcund with him were a bunch of rabbel. I met s lot of them when I wes six or
seven years old. We had a radical neighbor that was a farmer laborer. A
neira do well that spent more time politicing than he did farming. He died a
pauper. He was a drifter, 3 rumnner. Just no good. He didn't influence any-
body, he was abssolutely tripped on the...

Q: On ‘the cord? Well that's interesting becsuse I had heard thst you know.
(923-h5 min. )

Yes, it had occured and it had slways been there and they were sensitive to it
because they were less than tnn ysara sway from the originsl scandsl. They got
gun shy. There was a ' . L5 for the state of Minnesota, that government
employees couldn't fool around polities, there still is.

Qs Civil rights did that.

Not her
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Q: Not here?
No.
Q: People didn't pay any attention to it?

I grew up a 150 miles from the closest Negro. I didn't know any Jews. I
didn't know any Mexicans, sny minorities, the womens' thing hadn't come

slong. Speaking of women clivil liberties and civil rights, what should I

say the womans' liberstion movement, I'm for it, I'm a womens' liber. If
they're working st the same job they ought to get the same psy. If we hired

@ new provost out at the University and it happened to be 2 worili, I think

she ought to earn as much as the man that preceded her. I do think that for
some of your freedoms you're going to pay quite a price. I'm not willing,

I'm not really convinced, and that's up to you, I don't care. I'm not convinced
that it all hss been good for you.

Qs Wwhat's all been good?

Your sexual freedoms for esismple. Your older mothers snd sc forth can look
and envy you. I look at you and I have to kind of pity you. Now you're
getting into relationships thet sre less stsble with men. You've lost your,
the toolis you had to get married.

Q: Tools? If tools were nNecessSarye.s

But you see the mystery has been removed you know. He doesn't have to marry
you, he's been sleeping with her for three years. What's the big deal?

There's no big mystery sbout thet thing you know, so he's not so excited to

to race to the altsr with you. Marriages todsy are shakier than they ever
have been. Maybe it's because it's easier to dissolve. It's essier for you

to go out end mske & living if you do dissolve your marrisge, maybe that'sg part
of it. But I don't think thet makes you & happier person.

Qs Yes.
Luther Youngdahl.
Qs ILuther Youngdshl, sorry.

Jimmy Youngdale, I knew of him and only really focused my attention on him
for a «se

{1066-end Reel II Side I)





