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Q: I'm going t o be interviewing Harold Eastlund in his home, in Glenwood,
Minnesota on Monday, October 8, 1979. My name is Mark Stover. I'd like to
start the actual interview at the beginning of the war. I'd like to feel
out your attitudes and the attitudes of other people you knew around here
at the beginning of the war. Did you talk with your friends and family
about the activities that were going on in Europe before the U.S. got involved?
Well, I think the!e was some general conversa~ion. You couldn't get away
from it. But you ~ust remember this, at that time I was engaged in selling
textbooks, calling on schools, so I was in every town in Minnesota that had a
school during the war years. My working day was with school people, five
days a week. I would say that I did more talking with school people about the
war than I did with local citizens. What local conversation I had was
weekends. Often I was busy on Saturday; it would be at church or something
like that. That would be my general reaction. No, my thought was this,
that there was conversation about the war before December 7th, in o ther
words, in '41. The conversation had been about what was going on in Europe.
I think basically people, as I remember it, were opposed to the war, and
they dreaded war. Many of them remembered the first war, World War I, and
they remembered the hardships that they went through. They remembered the
problems that they had. They remembered that they lost alot of friends and
some relatives. So that basically they were sort of opposed to the war and
hoping we wouldn't get into it. On top of that, I think as a community
at that time, we were pretty much a Scandanavian community. Maybe they
might be a little bit more opposed to war than some other nationalities
might be. For this reason, they had relatives who came from Norway and
Sweden, parents and grandparents who came from Sweden and Norway.
Norway got into World War II much against it's will. But Sweden had stayed
out of both the world wars. So I think as a group of people, they were
quite opposed to the philosophy of having war. They were a peace loving
people. Many people are opposed to war, but the Scandanavians have it as
a philosophy . They were opposed to war. So it's natural that maybe Glenwood, if they talked about it, they were hoping that war wouldn't spread,
that we wouldn't get into it. That's natural, just as today; we hope we
are not going to get into war with Russia, Cuba or anyone else.

Q:

I talked to a man in Ashby who told me that there were even anti-war
groups before the especially.
Were there any like that around here?

I'm not conscious that there was a real anti-war group in Glenwood. I
don't know of it. I think I was reasonably active in what was going on so
that if there had been demonstrations or things like that, I would have
known about them. I can't remember that there were any specific anti-war
demonstrations. People talked about it and talked against war.

Q:

There weren't any organizations that ...

I can't recall any violently anti-war groups in Glenwood. We never had an
anti-war rally or that type of thing which I can remember. There may have
been some that I'm not conscious of. Things happen like that you know. I
remember more activity shall I say 15 or 20 years before that, in the middle
20's, when we had some Ku Klux Klan activities here in town. There was a
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small group; i t didn't last very
long .
all gone again. But t hey had meetings.

Probab ly a year and then it was

Q:
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Q:
They were active then?
They were just getting active then. I suppose it was anti-Catholicism
more so than anything else. There were lots of stories. One of which was
that the church was all set to go. They had the rifles all stored ... I don't
know who they were going to shoot; nobody else did either. It was just a
part of the propaganda, you see, it was easy to get people excited on things
like that. That is, some people, not all peopl~, but some people , you could
easily get excited.

Q:

But nothing like that before World War II?

Nothing that I remember. I haven't any recollection of any anti-war propaganda. Later on, during the war, one heard alot of (I call it) anti-german
conversation. Maybe not anti-Ge rman, but anti-Hitler. I don't think they
were so much opposed to the German people as a group, as a people, as they
were against Hi tler, who was the leader of this group . That's probably
common all over. There was some anti-German sentiment certainly , but it was
incidental to the anti-Hitler sentiment.

Q: So i f you were a German-American living in Glenwood, then you probably
wouldn't take any personal abuse?
I don't think so. I'm not sure that there were people who were ever
villified because they were German. I think there were some Germans who
were just as proud of their nationality and sort of stuck up for their
nationality. Who wouldn't? I ' m a Swede and I stick up for Swedes. I
think there was some o f t ha t, but not to the point where it was a big issue
in the community. It never became a big issue so far as I know.

Q:

These attitudes, I'm sure, changed after December 7th , t he attitudes
about being against the war ... ?

That 's righ t, that's right . The anti-war group sort of quieted down.
Ever yone was vitally concerned that a group of people like Japan would
shell and kill our people as they did on December 7, 1941. I didn't hear
the initial broadcast. I don't know why. We didn't have TV in those days.
It was on the radio but somehow or other I missed that broadcast. I didn't
hear about it until the next morning. I think it was on Friday, if I
remember .•.
Mrs. E:

It was Sunday ...

I gues s it was on Sunday. I didn't hear about it until th e next day. That's
right, it was on a Sunday and I didn't hear about it until the next day at
the resturant . I came in to the resturant and people were talking abou t
this broadcast that had b een made the night before, about what happened at
Pearl Harbor.

Q:

What kind of thoughts can you remember, if you can recall, what went
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through your mind when you heard ... ?
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It was like somebody picking on your brother. After all, they'd shot our
soldiers. We weren't in the war. Theoretically we were peaceful people and
had a perfect right to be in Hawaii, and here these Japanese planes came over
and killed off our people, our soldiers and attacked our ships, sank them.
(They) still are, as far as I know, at the bottom of the sea. Don't think
they ever raised those ships.

Q:

In fact they built a memorial over the Arizona.

So I think that did arouse people. If you're thinking of the successful
conclusion of the war, it was a good thing, because it did unite people from
a pacifist attitude to well, "we'll show them."

Q:

So you could sense a kind of a ... ?

I think you could. Almost right away. Just the same thing would happen in
your own family. Somebody villifies your brother or your father or mother,
you'd come to their defense immediately. We were going to come to the defense
of our soldiers in service. I think it was a natural reaction; it's a
human reaction.

Q:

Was there an anger or was it more determination, this unifying feeling ... ?

It's pretty hard for me to distinguish between the type of attitude that
they had, whether it was anger or whether it was a "get even" spirit or
whether it was disgust. It probably was not anger in the sense that they
wanted to take up at once and go right over there and kill them off. It
wasn't that type of anger but it evolved into that. Eventually, as you know,
we were quite determined to put an end to this aggression, which is what it
was. Hitler's idea was aggression, controlling the world, in Europe at least.
Not so sure but what his idea was pretty much akin to the Russian philos ophy
of govern~ent and how people live and so on and so forth. Hitler had the
same idea; started with Berlin to Bagdad. That was the axis that he wanted
to control because if he could control that area, the rest of the world almost had to come to him because he controlled the vital roads. Part of it
was over the Berlin to Bagdad railroad.

Q:

Did people out here though, hear about that type of stuff?
the newspapers ... were people informed about what was going on?

Was it in

I don't think they were to begin with, no. I don't believe, in 1940, th e
war began in 1939 in Europe. I don't think in 1940 we had .the attitud e that
we should intervene and stop Hitler. We dreaded the war; it was a c ost ly
thing and lives were lost. We'd been through World War I and had the memo r y
of it. But I think December 7th was a turning point in their thinking.
Now there's a different philosophy on it; they're ready now to spend
money, prepare troops, maybe invade Europe if it was necessary. That was n't
the beginning of it, their thinking, but it came.

Q: At that turning point you talked about, did people or did you think the
war was going to be something that was going to take a long time?
I don't think many people did. They never expected it to last four or fi ~e
years. I'm sure they didn't. For one thing they thought when America gets
into the war, with our powe r and our wealth, our knowledge and our lea de r s ,
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we would be able to put an end to this thing called war.
I thihk many
people felt that we were stronger than anyone else; we still believe that
today. We had a sad lesson in Vietnam that we aren't that strong; something went wrong somewhere. But I think during 1940 and '41 we had the
feelin g that we could put an end to this war. But as you know, it took
until April 1945 before it was finally over. Later than that, it was May.

Q:

Yes, the European war got over in May.

The thing I remember about the close of the war ... this is a sidelight, nothin g
to do with the war ... I had some interest in church. I was the head usher
at the church and we started keeping a record of attendance every Sunday.
I was responsible for it. I even posted it on the bulletin board in the
back of the church. Well, on May 5, the Sunday the war ended, when Japan
surrendered .•. I'm quite sure it was in May, I'll say May 5th but I'm not
positive of that date. But it was in May. We had 887 peopl~ in our church.
In those days we only had once service. We had at that time 1300 members
maybe. But we had seating room for 284.
284 downstairs and maybe another
SQ in the balcony. And yet that Sunday we packed in 887 people. Tremendous
c~owds ... you can't believe ... Now we get ... what did we have last Sunday, about
700 people. But that's for two services. This was in one service. We had
only one service every Sunday in those days. Every available inch was
occupied. There was one other factor besides being V-E Day, I guess that's
what it was, V-E Day, Victory in Europe Day; it was also Confirmation Sunday. No one knew that on that day Hitler was going to surrender.
It
just happened. The day had been set for Confirmation Sunday and that always
brings out alot of people, all the relatives of the confirmands. But I'm
absolutely po sitive that the number was 887. Now in a church that seats
284 downstairs, that's alot of people.

Q:

Now you were talking about the feeling that America had, that once America
go t imto the war, that they'd be able to end it. When it got to be the
summer of '42, and into the fall, and thh1gs weren't going as fast or as
well as we thought they may have, was there a disillusionment?
I don't know whether I would call it disillusionment. There may have been
anxiety thinking that we should have put an end to it by now. After all,
it had been going on since 1939 in Europe.
I think many people had the
feeling I did for instance, the idea that as soon as we get over there we'll
teach them a thing or two and put an end to this business. But it took a
long time you know. Four years more. And world wide--we fought in Japan
and we fought in Europe.
It was pretty wide spread. It took a longer time
than most people thought it would.
I think our own, I'll call them our
leaders, our professional war leaders, Army aBd Navy leaders, did not plan
on it lasting that long. It was not only terribly exp ensive dollar wise,
but it was fairly expensive in man power too. After you lose a son or a
father or whatever else, your appetite for war was lessened quite a bit.
You're not quite so enthusiastic about war after you've had a tragic
experience in your own family.

Q:

So people were less enthusiastic then?

Well, no, I think they wanted to carry it on to completion.
If th ere was
any disillusionment, to use that word, ti would be tha t it was takin g so
long. They were unhappy about the fact that it took so long and cost so
many lives. Cost so many dollars. Still paying for it as f ar as that is
concerned. I don't know how you separate the dollars fr om 1945 from the
dollars of 1965 and '75 and '79, but I think in the budget we
still have
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some costs that go back to the various wars that we've had.

Q:

I'd like to shift the tack of what we're talking about to Glenwood itself or the Minnesota area. Historians have disagreed on whether or not
the war was good for business, small town business. What were small town
businesses economically like here in the Glenwood area?
As I said, I was on the r oad five days a week. So mayb e I wasn 't that much
in contact with it as someone living right here, but I'm not aware that
we suffered materially from lack of business. We had a couple of good crops
during the war and this is a farming community. The price of wheat went up
quite a bit.
So I wouldn't say we suffered a depression, a dollar depression
or anything like that. By the same token there were controls on income.
It was impossible to raise salaries for the first two or three years of the
war.
I happened to check my own salaries (in the years) '41, '42, and '43,
and (there was) not a nickel increase in salary. As far as I'm personally
concerned, my salary remained the same. In '44 and '45, I did get an increase in salary. It was not great, but it was an increase. Now prices
were sort of controlled. There was a limit as to how high hotel rooms
could go or meals or groceries could go. Sugar -was not only rationed, but
controlled on price. The price of flour was controlled. I don't think the
dollar volume in 1945 going through our banks was too much greater than it
was in 1942 because we had controls on income and salaries and on prices.

Q:

Did those controls on salaries cause a hardship for you or other people?

Well, hardship is a mental thing. Certainly some times I think I felt that
I was being gyped by not being allowed to get a salary increase.
In our
business it was normal to have a salary increase just like it is now.
Salary goes up every year whether you want it or not; whether the employers
wanted it or not.
It still goes up every year, approximately so anyway.
I think al l employed people felt if the price of shoes was going up, they
should have a bigger salary. I think most people wanted to have more money.
It was governmen t controls that kept them from getting more money until
these were relaxed a little bit. The same thing as far as merchants are
concerned. I'm sure they would have liked to raise prices and make a bigger
profit, but because of the governmental controls they were not allowed to
go too far. Automobiles, for instance, the price was controlled; there
was only once price on a automobile and that's what you paid. Of c our se
that's partly true now. But on the black market once could sell an automobile for half again what one , paid the local dealer.

Q:

In other interviews we've found that there was a small black market, in
meat for example, in and around Donnelly. Was there any of that activity in
any area around here?
Well, it's pretty hard to know specifically.
I think there were black markets
in some things. One of the things that we had a problem in . .. I'm a traveling
man so I used my automobile. One of the things there was a little black
market in was tires. There wa s another black marke t in gasoline. Gasoline
was rationed. One got a B book if one were just an ordinary driver. Wtll,
one go t eight gallons p er coupon if I recall correctly. One got so many
coupons to last a month, whatever was in that book. We tried to lo ok it
up a little while ago , but it doesn't say on the coupon how many gallons
one g ot.
I think it was eight gallons for each stamp or coupon in the book.
Now I know personally of an individual here in Glenwood who bought a carload
of gaso line on the black market and sold it at several times the pric e . In

,irn

JJ!IOtl!,L•Ja-r.sa.www

0

other words, he made alot of money. He had friends, I believe in Oklahoma ,
where he bought this. Now they paid a black market price down there in Oklahoma. Since it didn't go through regular channels, it could sell for any
price. Made alot of money. To a certain extend that was also true with
heating oils; they were rationed a little bit too. I think sugar was th e
only food substance that I know of that was rationed.

Q:

Was mea t rationed?

I don't remember that meat was rationed, except that it may not have been
available. There was only so much meat to butcher. One could only sell so
much , and alot of it of course was sent overseas, as one would expect. Everyone felt that the soldiers had to be fed whether anybody else was fed or
not. I would say that the black market here in Glenwood was not a big factor.
I don't recall a good deal of discussion about the few instances I knew of.
Selling was done elsewhere. Got their materials here and sold them somewhere else. People with money could buy in the black market if they wanted
to. Even today, that's one of the arguments that our president uses against
rationing, that there's always somebody who knows how to beat it. Somebody makes alot of money and creates hardship for others. This is one
reason why he is reluctant to put in a system of rationing now (for) gasoline. I think gasol ine and maybe heating oil are the only two things that
would even be considered for rationing today. Food is not a product that's
hard to get. I don't think it is anyway. We don't have any trouble so far.
But gasol ine is another thing. So far we have never suffered from being unable to buy gasoline when we needed it. I know filling stations have been
our of gas, but I personally have never been denied gasoline when I wanted
to buy it.

Q:

What do you think about rationing today?

End of side one, begin side two--

Q:

You were talking about rationing ...

I wanted to say this, that the trouble with rationing in my thinking is (that)
the wrong people profi t by it. It's desi gned to help everyone, but unfortunately the wrong people are able to circumvent rationing and make alot of
money out of it. Whatever you want to call it, that's the ills of rat ioning.
If everything worked out perfectly so that everyone got what they were entitled to, rationing would be a fine thing. It's not the rationing itsel f ,
but the a ccompanying ills that make it undesireable.

Q:

You talked about tire rationing a nd those problems. If you couldn't
ge t tires, es pecia lly in a job like yours, what were you to do? What~
could be done?
That's a good question. The man who headed up the tire rationing board here
in G]enwood was himself in the tire business, and in my own case somehow or
other he saw to it that I got tires. I on ly had to buy tires once; that
w;:is in-about 1944 I suppose. When I needed new tires he took care of me.
Now he was also the rationing man you understand, so I had no problem in
ge ttin g tir es.

Q:

What'-was his name?

No, I don 1 t want that in there. Even thou gh he's dead now, I don't think
it would be smar t to put his name in there now. Somebody might dig it up

sometime and there's no point in damaging him. I won't say it was illegal,
although I had this experience and I'm still amazed by it. I got the tires
on Saturday and the next Monday morning the first stop I made was at a
neighboring high school, and the superintendent of schools in that town was
the ra tioning man. We were good friends. I had known him for years. He
didnrt say hello or anything else. He said, "you know damn well you weren't
supposed to have those tires. How did you get them?" Now how he ever knew
I had tires I'll never understand. Because he had absolutely nothing t o do
with Pope county. I don't know how he knew about that. It's an amazin g
thing.

Q: What kinds of entertainment opportunities or fun
do if all these restraints were on you?

things were there to

Of course there wasn't much traveling. That's natu ral. Gasoline was hard
to ge t. In other words, one just couldn't go in any time one wanted to
buy tires or gas. One had to have coupons. No one bought gasoline with""' out having coupons. Now everyone got what was called a A book. That was
for the common person. If you were a traveling man, then you got a B book.
The people who depended on the automobile for their living were allowed
more coupons. They could buy more gasoline. But just the ordinary fellow
driving to work or whatever, he got just enough coupons to take care of
that with just a little pleasure driving. But one didn't~do much. One
wouldn't go to Ehicago for a vacation or up into Canada for a hunt i ng trip.
Those things were pretty much ruled out unless they pooled their coupons.
If four people went hunting into Canada, they would pool their coupons
so that one car would have enough gasoline. I don't think Canarla had
ra tioning. Twice a year I used to go to Canada. I would always fill up
my tank in Canada. They had rationing, but people from outside Canada
coming into Canada were given a tankful of gas to get out on so I always
spent a weekend, twice a year, when I got up around Hallock and up around
that country during the war because I could get more gasoline than I could
use just driving from Hallock up to Winnepeg and back again. It was a way
of ge tting gasoline. One other thing, I'm not particularly proud of this,
but it did exist--In many of the towns that I called on, the city superint endent was the man in charge of rationing . Normally a superintend ent
is hi ghly regard~d and an important person. One can understand why in
many cases the superintendent of schools would be on the rationing board,
if for no other reason than just because of the prominence of his position.
In many schools that I called on, where the superintendents were friends of
mine, (they) would say, "Harold, are you running short of gas?" Well, one
is always running short of gas and one recognises the question right away.
He wo uld call the filling station and tell them who he was and say, "I' m
sending a fetlow done there, five him ten gallens of gas, will you?" So
quite often we got ga s. I say quite often, maybe that isn't true--often I
was able to pick up ga soline withtout a coupon which meant'·I could save
those coupons for when I really needed them. It was done because the
super intendent felt that salesmen were an important part of his work. It
h~lped him ro run the school and do it the right way, the way he wanted to.
Therefore he was will ing to help the salesmen to the extent of s ix gallons
of gas or ten gallons of gas, something like that. Hy own feeling-about
this .. . a nd this comes from conversation with relatives of mine who were up
in Alaska or Greenland or some place like that, who said that there was
absolutely no shortage of gas at all at any time. There were shortages of
oil and some of those things. Certainly there was a big shortage of rubber,
tires especially . But there was never a shortage of gasoline. My own
relatives say that they threw out gasoline rather than haul it to the next
town. Just poured it down the mountainside because it was too much t rouble

to haul it to the next camp. The shortage, the thing they were trying to
conserve was rubber. We must understand that up until this time we hadn't
had synthetic rubber, so the tires all came from the natural rubber and that
came from South America and wherever else rubber trees grow, so that it was
quite esl:3ential to conserve all the rubber possible. That's why we had gas
rationing for the most part. I've had relatives and friends who were in the
service, as I said, on the Alaskan Highway or in Greenland and places like
that, who said that there was almost a scandalous waste of some things we
were rationing. Never heard anything about sugar, but one of the short
comings was butter. I'm talkoing about soldi~rs who were stationed in
Canada or American soldiers. They were told every meal to put a fresh
pound of butter on the ta~le whether there was half of it left over or not.
Left overs all went out. Wasteful, but I know it went on because my own
relatives told me. I had a brother-in-law who was about the fourth cook
or something like that, flunkey cook, and he said it made him sick, some of
the things he had to throw away because he was following orders.

Q: There's one other thing I'd like to talk about before we move on to a
different area, and that's the selling of bonds. In Morris, for example,
they had a big bond drive.
I think that was true in every town; every county seat town certainly. That
was the patriotic thing to do. w~ signed up for our daughters. As a
matter of fact, they took money to school once a week, something like that,
and bought stamps. When they had enought stamps they got a bond. It' s only
five or six years ago that we cashed the last of our war bonds. The
reason we cashed them was they paid, what ... five, six, seven percent ... We
can get twice that much most anywhere now days. That's why, because -:the
interest rate was so low on them. That's why we cashed the war bonds that
we had. What was it, several hundred thousand dollars worth or something
like that which'we bought during the war. It was the patriotic thing to do,
to buy war bonds. Every town-had a rally (to) try to get peop}e zipped up
and in a patr iotic mood and sign up. I don't know that everybody who signed
up fulfilled what they said they wo&ld do, but it helped.

Q:

Is that mostty how they sold bonds?
get ting th eir patriotic fervor going?

By getting people excited and

Well, that was~one of the good ways of selling them, that's right. We had
payroll deduction too. That was another thing we did at the same time. One
had a certain amount deducted from his or her check each month and when
one~got $18.75 or $37.50. then one exchanged (it) for a bond. A $25 bond
cost $18.75 and a $50 bond cost $37.50. Then they matured at $50 and $25.
They had any number of denominations, I suppose up to what, $10,000. I
think it went up to $10,000--we never bought any of those big denominations .

Q:

Most peop:te would buy the $25?

Yes. That and $50 and $100 ones. They also used them, this was a patriotic
thing, but they used them as prizes. Instead of giving normal prizes like
they would if it amounted to anything, they'd give a war bond. They still
do that as you know. Once in awhile prizes are paid off in war bonds. It
sounds better to 8 ive a hundred dollar bond than to pay the equivalent
price. It costs th em 75 dollars but it sounds better to say it's a hundred
dollar bonrl, which it is, but one must hold it until maturity. Of course
th ose bond s are no longer available. They have different bonds now. It's
the same purpose but the price and interest rates are different now days.

Q:

When I talked to other people they told me about how people moved out of
town to go to defense plants, to go to work for defense relat ed industries.
Did that happen around here?
To a certain extent. We didn't lose half our population. Many peop-1~ went
down to New Brighton for instance, where they had some kind of war plant.
Alot of people went down there to find work, and a good many of them also
went to the west coast either to Seattle where there was a big airplane
manufacturing plant or to the Los Angeles area where there was another
big plane manufacturing plant. We have people still living who were out
th ere. Salaries were good in those war industries. Much better than they
were work ing here in Glenwo od. It was logical for them to go out there.
Some stayed but most of them I think came back after a year or two. Within
a year or two most of them were back unless they go t into some private
e nterprise of their own. If they had just been (doing ) daily work, if
you wan t to call it that, they tended to come bac k after the war was over.

Q: Was it that jobs were scarce or was it just that they paid better in
Californ ia?
Well , it was a little bit of both. One couldn't start a new industr y in
Gl enwo od because one couldn't get the material to start a new industry
during the wa r. The clerks, people like that, continued in th eir jobs. But
a t the present time in Glenwood we have at least two manufacturing p lan ts
who employ alot of people, and the employees come from, well , I'd say as
much as 30 miles away. I think some of them from Morris drive over here
every day to work in a couple of plants up here. Tha t wasn't so true
d ur ing the war of c ourse; we didn't have those plants here then. There
were not so many opportunities to work. Farmers wanted people, hut that
was seasonal. Farms were much smaller than they are now. They employed
three times as many people on the farms in 1940 as we employ today. The
farms are l a rger t o run, (but with) more machinery and that sort of thing .
Wh e r ea s, th e samller quarter section man needed help h arvesting and plowing
and things like that.
My judgement tells me that quit e a few of our
people, maybe a hundred, left Glenwood to go to work during the war yea rs.
Either down a round Minneapolis where they h a d th ese war plants or to the
w e Ht coast whe re there was a good d~al of airplane busines s.
I think ten
years nfter the war most of them were back here.

Q: We r e women involved in moving to those places--were alot of women involved i n the labor force?
I would n't say albt.

In fact, I don't think women were as active in
industry as they are today. I s uppose there were some women who went
away t o work; it's ju~t natural. Some of them are more adven t ero us than
o thers .

Q: We re there more opportunities for a woman to work though, than there had
been if th e war hadn't come along? Were there more opportunities for a
~oman to find a job outside the home because of the war?
Oh yc-s, I ' m sure th er e we re. Not i n Glenwood; it didn't create any jobs in
Cl c nwood :it al]. The wa r didn't hel p at all from that standpo int but in
w~r rcJatcd indu s t ries I'm sure that ther e were mdre opportunities for
women to go to work.
It isn't like it is toda y; when rou gh] y-·Lf 0% of our
0
mp 1oycd force i s ~omen. Maybe not quite that high, but it's much higher
than it w;:is 40 years ago.

Q:

What about right here in town? Did women take over som e jobs that men
had left to go either to the war or to another job?

WEll, you see, our jobs for women consisted of bookkeepers, waitresses,
clerks in stores, and that sort of thing. There wasn't a wholesale change
or anything like that. There weren't nearly as many women in industry here
in Glenwood as there are today. They're employed in all kinds of industry
today. One of the things we did not have 40 years ago, thirty years ago ...
now we have two, call them Retirement Homes or Rest Homes in Glenwood. I
think each of them today employs a hundred people. Now they're not all full
time you understand . Most of them are probably part time. Maybe 80% of
them are part time, and maybe 80% of them are womBn , maybe more than that.
I don't see many men as I visi t them; they're mos tly women around there,
but they work par t time . Some of them are nu rses or have had nurses training and want to work three or four hours a day or ten hours a week or something like that. That opportunity didn't exist 20 years ago ro 30 years
ago. It's since these new homes have been built. I'm talking about
Retirement Homes, Rest Homes, whatever one wants to call them. To a certain
extent the same is true of this new industry that we have up on the hill
here. I can think 6f three plants at least, where some women are employed.
Maybe some of them are just bookkeeping clerks, but withou t the industry
they wouldn't have that opportunity of working. So we have done quite
well on women working in industry. If they want to work th ey can find a
job.

Q:

Did you ever hear of any men around here exercising the conscientious
objector s tatus if they could?

Yes, yes. I knew of a few, I think I knew them personally, who went to
Canada as conscientious objector s . It was a safe thing to do. It was an
unhappy c±rcumstance because they were l abeled
then for life. Everyone
knows that they were --c onscious ... well, it was an unpatriotic ac t ; not to
b e wil ling to serve your country if you were called upon . I think some
paren ts felt that there's no reason why he should ge t out of it, "my son
had to go '' ... that' s a human reaction; it's just natural . It was-not a big
t hing I would say. I can think of maybe thr ee people whose names I could
give you. I won't, but I cou ld g ive you the names of thr ee people that I
perso nally know who wen t to Canada.so they would not need to serve in the
mi1.i.tary .

Q:

Weren't there some kind of programs though, for people who didn't want
to serve directly in the fi ghting military? How did that work?

Well, we had none of them here in Glenwood.
c]se . We had none of it here.

They'd have to go somewhere

Q:

We were t alking a bit earlier bef ore we started the tape, about doctors.
.
I 'd b e interes
t ed i n ge tting your observation~ab out medical service during
the war. Some say tha t med ica l services i mproved because of improved t ecnnolo gy and others say that they actually went down hill becaus e more doctors
were in the army .
Well, my personal r eaction is (that) we did not lose doctors in point of
numbers. In fact we had more doctors then than we have today, in spite
of the fact that we have 25% more people .

Q:

Were doctors servin g at home?
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Yes.
We had five doctors then. We're lucky to have three now. We were
down to one for a long, long time. So in point of numbers we did not ... we
lost some of our doctors but somehow or other there was no shortage of doctors
in Glenwood. I think the same thing was true of Starbuck which is the only
other place that had doctors in this county. They had two doctors there and
they have two doctors now.
I would say positively that Glenwood did not
s uffer from a want of doctors.
I'm talking about numbers, now, as to the
quality of doctors, I can't speak of that. I was very unhappy about the
quality of one of them, from a personal experience, but I wouldn 't blame
that on the war. Even if the war hadn't been going on, he would still have
been here.

Q:

You'd say then generally the quality of doctor care didn't decline then?

I don 't think it declined any. No, I don't think it declined very much,
rather than what you hinted at a minute ago.
I think probably it may have
g on e up becuase of what they were learning from taking care of soldiers and
that sort of thing. They were learning some new techniques and I think those
were desirninated to these other doctors so that they may have improved
c ertain techniques rather t han lost the ability to c a re for people. One of
the big things of course ... it wasn't as big during World War II as it was
during World War I, but the so called flu epidemic ... The flu epidemic is
always a problem. It comes along every once in awhile. Didn't we have a
little flu epidemic during World War II?

Q:

I don't know.

There was a big one right at the end of World War I.

Yes , there was.
I got caught in that. I was one of those who was fortunate
or unfortunate, depending on your interpretation. I was too young for World
War I, and too old for World War II. But I was a casulty in World War I
as far as the flu was concerned.

Q:

Was there a flu epidemic in World War II?

Well, not in the way it was in 1918. It was terrible then. My doctor told
my mother if I hadn't been out for athletic s and been a good athlete, I
wo uldn't have survived.
I wouldn't have come through the seige that I had
with the flu in 1918 as a kid in high school.

Q:

Let's switch to politics for a second. I'm asking for your personal
point of view: were politicians more willing to pull together for the war
effort, or was it more partisian?

I don't think I can give you an answer.
I'm not conscious of any feeling one
way or a n o th e r.
I wasn't quite as interested then in po l itics as I h a ve
been s i nce I've retired. Partly becuase I was g one so much of the time.
I
wa s gone five days a week most of the time, except in December. We didn't
work during December and we had a different type of work during the summer.
, los t exhibits a t the colleges and things like that.
Schools were not in
s e ss i on . But I'm not conscious of any feeling about the politicians. The
war did do one thing for politics: it made it possible for Roosevelt t o run
for a third term and a fourth term, whi ch never would have been possible i f
it hadn ' t been for the war.

Q:

Yes, what are your opinions on Roosevelt's third term?
r ea c t to tha t?

How did p e ople

I think it was patriotism in a sense that they felt that he had the best
knowledge of how to win the war.
Q:

In 1944?

Well, 1944 too. That's just before he died you know; he died in '45. I
think Lha t was a factor. Definitely, in my jud gement, he never would have
been elec t ed; he probably wouldn't even have run for the th ird term if it
had no t been for the war. He used that as a base for staying. He knew all
the ang les and what we'd done; I think he made an awful lot of mistakes. I
think in his meet ing over in Africa with Lloyd George and some of those
fellows we got sold down the river. That's my personal opinion, probably
can't be justified and can't be proved.

Q:

People thought that Roosevelt would be able to lead them in 1940, at
least that's your evaluation?

I think so, yes. That was the beginning of his third term. I think that's
definitely true. But it was the war that made it possible for him t o be
elec ted for a third term because people believed that he had the knowledge
to lead them t hrough this. Wel l, we were close to it ... you know we were
close to it in '40, started in '39 and that was the factor, I'm sure it was,
if we got into it. Henry Foelshow, whom I've just talked to over the phone
said in this article that he'd just been reading in the old American magazine,
that he was amaz ed at feelings the people expressed in the fall of 1939 about
the war.

Q:

At VE Day and VJ Day, what was it like?

Unbelievable. I told you a little bit before.
on VE Day . I was in Minneapolis on VJ Day.

Q:

We had 887 people in church

What was it like?

Pandemonium. The streets were full of people. Millions of people. No, it
wasn't a mi llion because they didn't have that many people down in Minneapolis, but the stree ts were swarming with peop le.
Everybody and his brother
was down on the street. It happened that I was staying at the Curtis Hotel.
End of side two of tape, begin side one of tape two---

Q:

We were talking about VJ Day in Minneapolis.

Wel l, as I s a id, it's like any event like that, there's alot of emotion in
tt and people show their emotions . Nothing uncommon to have every other g irl
Lhat came along come up a nd kiss strangers. It was a common thing. People
were jus t so exc ited, so happy that the war was over. You wouldn' t believe
these thin g s unless you actually saw them. The thing I remember is the crowd ,
streets were full of people. I don't know where they all came from, but
th ey were a ll (in) downtown Minneapolis. Hennepin Avenue and Nicollet Avenue
were just loaded with people.

Q: After World War I alot of people were pretty disillusioned abouy the
way America 's involvement turned out in the war. Did any of that come through?
Was there any disillusionment or sadness about the way the war had been
cond ucted fo r Americans after World War II?
I wasn 't aware of it.

I'm not sure if I unders tand th e question.

Wnat do

you mean by disillusionment? We won ... it was at a tremendous cost, but at
least we won. Why in your thinking would there be disillusionment?

Q:

I guess I was kind of wondering what the attitude of the peop½e was.
There was a disillusionment after World War I. I wondered if there was anything like that after World War II or if there wasn't, what kind of feelings
did peopl e have ? Loo king to the future after World War II?
I d on't know wh e th e r I'd be able to give you any helpful reply on that. I
was n't aware o f any f e eling. Certainly p½enty of joy that the war was over.
Par t of i t was se l f ishness. They were glad the boys were coming home now.
No more of the kids will be killed and we'll be through with rationing and
we can bu y su ga r a ga in and gasoline; thinking of their own pleasure you under -stand. Pl e a s ure I supppose as much as anything. I do remember 1918. Now
I was a kid in hi gh school. But I remember November 11, 1918. The same
thing happe ned. Swarms and swarms and swarms of people downtoWN. I
gr ew up in Moorhead. We paraded all over Fargo and Moorhead. Nobody even
thou ght anything about the fact that we skipped school that day. There wer e
unheliev a hle c rowds of people around the main streets of Fargo and Moorhead .
Jus t s houting and moving; they didn't stand still, they just wandered around.
The same thing s we r e true in Minneapolis on VJ Day in August of 1945.

Q: Was there a feeling that you were aware of, (of) people in America thinking
maybe that America had a new role to play now in world affairs?
We ll, I wou l d answer this way, I think probably America has always felt that
we have a r o l e to pl a y in world affairs and maybe the fact that we won the war,
helped to win th e war, would have given us a reason to think it -even more.
Tha t it's up to us now to straighten out some of the messes in the world,
to provide some l eadership. There's still lots of unsolved problems, as you
know , we 'r e g o t hung er a nd bad health, the people in half the world are undercour i s h ed . We still have a long way to go to provide leadership and to prov i de just the simpl e elements of life to so many, many people. I don't know a
way we ca n d o it a nd how itl s going to be done ..• I have no solution. Except
th a t I kn ow tha t th e probl em exists and I know that many expect America to
l ead . My personal opi ni on is that c ommunism as we know it today is not the
an::i wc r . The peo ple of Ru s sia, now the leaders, the peop~e of Russi~a are not
happy with their lives. Neither are the people of China, which is also
Comm un is t. Th e y're not hap py wi th their life. The rank and file are still
:is poor as churc h mic e. Have a hard time eating properly, But they've been
l e d to be lieve tha t if we call it the people's government, that's the answer.
M.aybe th ey 'r e mak i n g progress; I hope they are. I am thoroughly sold on the
id ea that democracy as we know it and practice it is the best solution for
t he wo rld s probl ems . I think we can do a better job than Russia can as far
;1s the un d0r - co ur-is he d a nd under-prive lidged people are concerned. I don't
know of a nyp lace wh e r e communism has tak e n over where the rank and file have
bcnefiltcd t reme nd ously. Well, Sweden is the opposite of that. Now that's
not communist, it's socialist. They howled to high heaven about taxes but
nobody i n Sweden pa ys a nickel for education all the way through the University.
Nobody in Swed en pays a doctor bill, nobody in Sweden pays a hospital bill, and
c verybody ~in Swed e n is well clothed and well fed. Now that's socialism,
tha t ' s wha t_I..:a rl Ma rx wa s talking about. He wasn't talkiong about communism,
he wa s t a lki ng ahout s oc i a lism. I'd s a y they'r e liv ing ... ecen thou gh the y
hol 1Cl"l'J t o high heaven a bout th e t ax es they pai d ... I didn't think th ey 'd
c h a n i~ L· , b 11 t th ey did.
Did you notice the elections? Olaf Palme lost out
by a f ew vo tes. He was the Prime Minister over there.
l~ :
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The last week or so when they had -an election over in Sweden. Not very long
ago,. ~alme_lost out by a very narro~ margin. Now he's got to strike up a
coal1t1on ·~1th the connnunists i n order to control the government if he can get
the communists to go along with him.

Q:

I really have no more questions to ask.

Thank you for the interview.
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