NORAH AMBLER RICHARDSON INTERVIEW
BY: DAVID D. RIPLEY
SEPTEMBER 28, 1979

Q: This is an oral interview with Norah Ambler Richardson. Mrs. Richardson was
born February 18, 1898. She was a housewife, lived on a farm with Mr. Richardson
and was active in Morris Civic affairs (during World War II). The date of the
interview is Saturday, September 28, 1979. The interview took place in Mrs.
Richardson's home.
At first I was thinking more from the point of view of Europe; what I knew of
things at home, and concerned for Britian and in the way Hitler was sweeping things
before him.

Q:

Now do you think it was a long war?

It seemed like a long one. Once Japan got into it, and then the States got
into it, it was bound to shorten it in a way. There's more forces brought on each
side. It might have dragged on without any decision for years and years and years.
That's what I thought. You didn't know enough about behind the scenes to make
any real judgements as to what it would be. I think people thought, fr<lml what I
heard, that, oh, now that the 'States got in, we'll clean 'em up in a hurry. That
was the attitude that ir(ed the British after the first world war. '52 was my
first visit home, and I heard quite a bit of dissatisfaction with people hearing,
'when the American soldiers came in at the end of the first world war, they heard
oh, we came in and finished it. We had to bail you out when our country got
down to it's last nickel. We had enough to eat, but it was awful stuff we ate.
Perhaps somebody that hadn't been short at all ... came in and told us now they
cleaned it up in a hurry, as if we hadn't done anything. We were down to the
point where we were taking men in the army over 50 and boys under 18 for active
service. We were that short of manpower at the end of the first world war.

Q:

So I imagine you already thought Americans would be pretty arrogant?

Yes, alot of them were. That's what I tried to impress on our boy when he went
to Japan, that he was representing America and hw should watch his step, learn
what he could and not put everybody's back up.

Q: With you English background, I imagine you were pretty anxious to see America
get involved in the war?
Yes. We needed someone that had got the resources and someone that was, well,
we thought Americans (were) english speaking people, the majority of them. I
think it's more mixed up now than it used to be. Seems to me there's more nationalities or there's more of every one of them.

Q;

So I take it you supported the Lend Lease plan of Roosevelt?

I felt it was a good idea.

It wasn't that the British wanted to sacrifice all
the American men, butthey couldn't
fight and feed themselves at the same time
with their limited resources. I thought it was a good idea.
Q:

Would you think that it ,,,as in the best interests of America also?

Yes. I think so because if Hitler had overrun Britain and got the power of the
British Navy and all it's colonies ... He 1 d have been able to make a strike at
America that he wouldn't have otherwise.
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Q:

So then you would probably feel that England caught the big brunt of the war?

At the beginning, both times. There were alot of men shot. There were alot of
Americans that were killed, but it's one here and one there, one here ... In the
city I lived, Leeds, in 1916 we lost 1600 men from our one city in one day in one
battle. Now that makes a hole.

Q:

What was the population of the town?

Oh, at that time I didn't take as much interest in figures of population, but when
I first came to America, I figured it was about the same size as Minneapolis/
St. Paul. It was strung out with it's little surrounding (communities). Alot
of them were old. Hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years old but they were
in the city now. But that was one volunteer regiment was recruited from the men
in our city. They went over the top near the Somme, July the 1st I think it was,
1916. It was like 1600, somewhere around that, the casualities.

Q:

That must have affected just about every family almost.

Oh yes. We were lucky. My fath er at the very end might have had to go, and my
only brother was too young til nearly the end, so we didn't loose anybody. But
father was doing more work and I was doing more work. Bob wanted to be a pilot
so he went in the Air Force at 17, but he didn't get into fighting.

Q:

Was he still in the service during World War II?

No. He wasn't too good physically. They took him in the beginning for training,
but at the end of the first year, he was washed up on (account of) some of the
tests. So then he was put in the trasport office in London and spent the rest of
the war in an office. Then he got out as soon as peace was signed. He came over
here to America to a friend of my father' s because he thought he'd like an open
air life. Came to learn about farming and so on.

Q:

After the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, did you feel that there was a real
threat against America? Was the war a real thing to you?

Oh it was real enough. The Japs had been getting ready for trouble for a long,
long time. They'd been in China and build ing up their resources. They'd got
lots of stuff from us before the war like scrap iron and all that kind of stuff.
They were a military nation and they'd been getting ready for generations . They
had the same idea as Hitler. They were going to conquer the world, that's what
I think.

Q:

Did people in the community have the same sense of danger that you did?

Some people did, but some didn't. Just depended on who you talked to. But we
didn't talk too much about it. We got on with what we had to do. But I r ememb er
one woman saying, oh, what's it matter, the Japs won't worry about us poor farmers.
They won't bother us. Doesn't matter what the Japs ... she was anti-british.
Very much so. But that was the idea really ... that out here amonst alot of the
people, that it wouldn't make that much difference. They wouldn't bother us.
We never envisioned the J aps coming h ere sitting on our doorstep. They'd harry
the coast but they wouldn't come here. That was what alot of them seemed to
think.

Q: Do you think the fact that you're English helped you to see things in maybe
a braader pe.rspectiye7
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Oh, I don't know.
up too.

Q:

Of course I saw some things they didn't.

But it made me mix~d

How do you mean that?

Well, I could wee the way they looked at it, and couldn't always decide whether
it was better than the way we looked at it.

Q: Did your impressions of the Japane se people change after Pearl Harbor? If
you saw a Japanese-American walking down the street, would it bother you? Would
you have a fe el i ng of resentment agains t that person?
No, I don't have too much of that kind of thing myself. I've lived here and there.
At home, for instance, I worked ... at one time there was quite a little antisemitic feeling inparts of England and they're anti-Catholic because by and large
it's a protestant country. I worked among Catholics and J ews and protestants. As
far as I could see there wasn't much difference. I judged them by how they acted
towards me, if they were good citizens and decent people to get along with. I
didn't care whether they were Jews, Catholics or protestants. I felt the same way
about all the nationalities. I knew some of the hide bound ones, like this one
particular german woman, whe really was a tartar.

Q:

What do you mean by tartar?

Really violently anti-british. But the Japanese ... I had never some in contact
with any Japanese so I couldn't judge them.

Q:

What about germans?

This woman was a german, this one that was really going to town. She and her
children made it pretty tough for our children in school because of their british
descent.

Q:

Was there alot of antagonism between the british and ....

Not too much antagonism, mostly talk and snide remarks and that kind of thing.
Like when their teacher, they were singing, suggested ... the Whitecaps of Dover
was a popular song, that they should sing that . . . . "Whitecaps of Dover, better
for the world if it was blasted off the face of the earth ... That was the attitude
you see. But we had to deal with them and her hus band was on the school board .
We never had any open fights or anything. But there was always that fe eling . As
far as the family is concerned, our one daught er is married i nto a german f amily,
both sides wa y back. They've always been good to Mavis, but they have that at titude ...
the germans ar e clannish. They j ust absorbed her i nto their life with no ro om f or
us and no ti.me for us. That seems to be the german characteristic. But no open
warfare with them. Our other daughter, her husband is half German and half
Swiss. We used to joke (that) Don would maybe bring borne a Japanese bride, but
he didn't.

Q: How did that expand into the whole community? Did the advent of the war bring
or cause strains with the german speaking or descended commuities?
Well, with certain ...

Q:

I'm not necessarily speaking of you .. ,

But, on the whole I dontt think it did too much. Everybody dug in, but they had
their own individual efforts. When I was on the ration board, I'd hear that once
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in awhile. One time it was from an irishman and another time from a german about
the british •.. stuck up english woman on their ration board ... Of course alot of
them, my english accent strikes them as being superior. But on that ration board
they were all from three different parts of the county and different nationalities.
The people worked together. These remarks came from people that had been applying
for stuff and didn't get all the rations they thought they were entitled to or
something like that. So then they lashed out. But all the different groups seemed
to work together. Of course the ones that were asked to serve on those committees
were ones the people thought that would work together.

Q:

Were the germans in the community treated any different as a result of the war?

Oh no, I don't think so. There were wome of the Scandanavians •.. they had their
own language. When the war started you see, people were still speaking their own
ethnic languages and not too much english, the older generation. The young ones
all learned english in school but there were alot of those cHd families where the
parents were still uneasy in speaking in english and at home they spoke their own
language. There was a bit of friction. They tended to hang together in groups
amongst their own kind, but I don't think they actually, I don''t want to say fought,
but I mean there wasn•t too much friction.
·

Q: I'm sure that you remember that Japanese on the west coast were rounded up
and put into concentration camps.
Yes. That was pretty tough. On the coast they were uneasy. But you see the
attitude was here and I think it was alot of people .•• like this one gennan woman,
they won't bother .•• The Japanese, they want the rich coastline and all that kind
of thing. But they wonlt bother us if we get on with our jobs. You know, that
attitude, I think there were alot of people that felt more or less that way. But
they were sensitive about the coast, and felt that wel1, maybe the Japs were
alright, but maybe they weren 1 t .•• Maybe it would be safer to keep them tied down.
But a lot of people thought that it was unfair for the hard workers, and second
generation to be uprooted from their homes and stuck in concentration camps like
criminals, But there again, you didn't know what could be done, Screening would
be practically impossible.

Q:

Row much a part of the war did you feel? Were you pretty deeply involved in
comru,tmity things and the whole war effort? Did you view yourself as being a real
contributor to the (war effort)?

Well, we were here, we had our liying to ma,ke; we had to live here and keep things
going, We had to feed the world, whether they werel .,fighting or not; I naturally
wanted Hitler to lose. Hitler and the Russians too when they were on the rampage,
But as regards to ••• well, making myself downright miserable about it, no.
Because, wha,tever happens, you 1re here, you ''re put here; you've got to live and
you've got to make the best of the conditions you're in. That's the best you can
do.

Q: Did it change your life much? I know you have described to me some of the
conditions in England during World War I and even World War II, with the rationing
progra1n:s they had, but did you feel any o;f those kind of effects here? Let's
sa,y in England if there was a feeling that everybody was a part of the war, (that)
it was really a war of survival, was there that kind of attitude here?
I think probably towa,rds the end it was, I don 1 t think in the beginning they
thought it was.. .Most people felt that until everybody got pulled in one way and
another, either you were feeding the world or you 1'd be going out to help them fight.
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Naturally we did what we could. I think most people did what they could where
they saw they could do it. There were of course the people that saw their golden
opportunity to make something; there were always those. I kept in touch with
home. I used to put a tea bag in every one of my letters, one or two tea bags.
They were so light weight but at least it made mother a few cups of tea. (It)
was a deprivation when they couldn't get it. You could send clothing if it wasn't
new. I used to send clothing of my children to my sisters children in England.
Doreen, my sister in England, told me, (her husband's a Scotsman,) that he got
a kick out of opening my packages because there were all sorts of things tucked
in corners. I know he opened an oatmeal box once and I forget what was in the
middle of it, but it was all wrapped up in three or four pair of stockings.
They'd been all washed and rumpled up you know. He always said you'd never know
what would come out of those packages. He got a kick out of it. I think alot
of people did that. To their own (families) when they could reach them. I mean
Scandanavians and Germans and anybody .•. if they could get packages through to
anyone in the family, they did. They contributed to any public efforts here.

Q:

Such as Red Cross?

Yes, and Civil Defense. Of course today you hear only criticism of the Red Cross
because there were occasions when they took money for some of the stuff they had,
that had been donated for them, and they charged for meals in some places. Well,
I think they were entitled to it, particularly in the instances I heard of. But
alot of people wouldn't have anything to do with them because of that. Alot of
people gave generously to them. And the Civil Defense ... that was when this german
woman hollered about not worrying about .•. I went to see her about some Civil Defense,
she didn't think it was necessary you see. Because they won't bother us here.
There were some of every kind.

Q:

It's amazing how they could all pull together to any degree ...

Yes, yes, it really is, But I found that whereever I go, whatever nationality
I mix with, or religion or political persuasion, there's some that you can get
along with and some that you can admire, and there's others that you can't. You
just can't see where they make the distinction, draw the line. They'll draw it
here and you draw it there. But you can't really s ay much as a wh ole. By and
large of course people came to (_realize) after the Japs got in (t h e war ) that
our country was really at stake, as well as the others. But it took them a long
time for alot of them ot see it.

Q:

Do you think that they came to realize fhat with early American losses,
especially in the Far East"

Probably.

Q:

Why don't we talk about the farII\ for awhile?
you farm under during the war?

What kind of conditions did

Well, we had machinery of course, Different proposition from the machinery now
days. It was on a smaller scale. Alot of our machinery was old, some of it
very, very old. I used to spend considerable time chasing round the country
looking for repairs.
END OF SIDE ONE OF TAPE ONE, BEGIN SIDE TWO
...• different :from farming now. The farms weren 1 t as big and yet
living. The whole family dug in on the farm; tJhey had to. I had
attempts at milking a cow, but it didn't work very well. I'm too
impatient and the cow moved, but my kids learned how to milk cows
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fine. But I used to go out when Hervey was away hauling cattle. He used to haul
his own cattle to St. Paul or (go on) Farmers Union business or something like
that. The kids would milk the cows and I would go out with them. First we hadd
just kerosene lanterns. (I) helped feed and things like that. My brother tr1e
to teach me to milk a cow; it just didn't work. Alot of the farm women worked
alot harder than I did; I'll have to admit that. Most of them thought I had an
easy life. That's why I was able to serve on some of these committees and things.
I wouldn't have been able to do it if Hervey had been one of these people that
thinks a women's place is in the home and on the farm and that's it. Alot of
the farmers used to be that way, a lot of them. But that wasn't Hervey's
attitude.

Q:

What was his attitude?

Well, that I had my rights as well as he did. I helped him when I could in the
ways I could. But quite often in different ways from what some of the other
women did.

Q:

Were there women that resented your independence?

Oh, some of them thought that there was something wrong with me. One woman
asked me why I di dn't move to town and run the country-from there.

Q:

Was it an unusual thing to have a woman be that independent?

I think I was more so than alot of women at that time. There's been more (recently)
They were beginning to come out. In the Farm Bureau for instance, there was always
a Home and Community Chairman who was part of the Farm Bureau Board. Before the
Farmers Union started in this county we belonged to the Farm Bureau and I was
Home and Community Chairman. When we had an annual meeting and there'd be things
for the men to do, I'd have to try to arrange something interesting for the women.
Some kind of lecture or demonstration or that kind of thing. I attended the
board meetings and so on. But there was only one in the county and then of
course I always got to work with women in the townships to arrange those things.
I could always get around and have the car when I wanted it. It didn't matter
what organization I belonged to or things I used to go to, there was always some
member of the group that didn't have access to a car that I used to pick up and
take along. But I think that was just the beginning of the ... ferment of
women beginning to be a bit more indepedent. But I know a lot of women put it
down to the fact that I was a foreigner and others that I wasn't brought up
on a farm. I knew nothing about farming when I came. But I learned and awful
lo t from the Extension Clubs and government progr ams and university programs
and with our Homemaker Clubs. The Home and Commui ty Chairman was an instrument
a long with t he c ount y agent, working wi th him get ting those organized. Tha t's
wh ere I learned how to do things and I tri ed to s ee that oth er people had a chance
to learn. You know, getting into the clubs and helping orgaize. But as I said,
I'm one of the nervous people that has to be doing two things at once, or used
to be •.. going top speed all the time. One woman said, you'll pay for it someday. And I am. I can't do any thing now.

Q:

How many women were involved in the Farmers Union at that time?

Oh, I don't know. I don't remember figures. After the Farmers Union got
started, in alot of cases, it was the same p eople some of them changed over to the
Farmers Union. At that time the Farm Bureau was still hand in hand with the
extension department. But at some time, I can't remember just when it was,
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they were separated by law; before that the Farm Bureau spoke for the extension
department. Alot of the women, their husbands joined the Farmers Union, but they
still stayed with the homemakers clubs that had been originally organized by the
Farm Bureau. I got off the Farm Bureau and off the Home and Community Chairman
job. I decided I'd better when Hervey belonged to the Farmers Union. Naturally
the Farm Bureau thought the Farmers Union was trying to usurp all their perogatives
and it was best to belong to one or the other and have done with it. You see,
now all the Homemakers Clubs are run by the extension department. There is a
committee, but I mean the Farm Bureau as a group, as an organization, doesn't
have controi over them. Each club elects its own representatives to the county
council, who works with the home agent and the extension department to set up
their programs. Before, it was done through the Farm Bureau. Now the course is
changing. Now there are different kinds of programs. As I say, I learned all I
learned about chickens and gardens. Cooking on a fire, with anything but electricity
or gas was new to me. I had never done (it). When I crune here I had never made
bread. I learned alot. Of course from Mrs. Richardson I learned alot of things.
And other neighbors .•. but I really got going when I got into the extension clubs
you see. Because you had access to bulletins and things. Of course you always
had the access to bulletins if you'd known it. After the first world war there
were an awful lot of GI brides that came over to this country. It didn't work
out very good because the American soldiers were over there and they had three,
four times the pay that the british soldiers had. They took all the girls when
they were on leave and gave them a good time, and no doubt bragged about their
home and everything they did at home, Thos e girls came over here thinking they
were coming to Eldorado. Some of them couldn't take it. They came over by
Cyrus, a big Scandanavian neighb orhood, where at the time the older generation
spoke Swedish or Norwegian or ·German completely. Maybe a few words of English,
but if they could aboid it, they didn't choose English. That girl was lost,
miserable. I met one or two of them and tried to .•• but I didn't make any organized
efforts or anything like that. I was only feeling my own way then, but I did
meet one or two that I was really sorry for. Some of them went back home. Some
of them broke away and what happened to them I don't know.

Q:

What happened to you?

How did you come to America?

And especially to Morris?

My brother came over in ... the peace was signed in'21 wasn't it, or'l9?

Q:

1919.

1919, Bob got out. Bob, that's my brother, got out of the army soon after that.
Well, he had been apprenticed to the engineering. That's a foundry, The same
as apprentices, they go to college now for an engineering degree, but in Europe
they still have the apprentice system. They serve so many years in a foundry
or factory and they have to have so many hours for study and so many hours work
in different shops and so on until they have learned their trade from the ground
up, thoroughly. Bob had been apprenticed to that but when he came out of the
army he got used to the open air life and he found his health was better and he
decided to opt for an open air life and he didn't go back to the boundry. My
father had a friend that had dome to America when he was quite young and he
was a congregational minister in Iowa. Bob went out to him; he introduced him
around and worked with him on the farm. He went to Ames. Some winters he
followed the harvests from Iowa up through, threshing in Canada all winter and
back down the coast working in the beet fields in California and coming back
this way for spring work. It's an all around thing. This Mr. Wilson was a
friend of Hervey's fath er, who was a congregational minister. So when Bob bad
saved enough to rent a little land and buy a few bits of machinery to try his hand
at farming, he came up her e and rented some of the Richardson land. That was
when I came out, to keep house for him. I was an accountant myself. I didn't
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go to college, but I went through high school and then I went to work in an office.
At night I went to school for accountants and all the commercial subjects.
Eventually accounting law and all that kind of thing. I worked at that for a few
years. In addition to that, (I did) volunteer work. Serving at the canteens on
the station for traveling soldiers, washing dishes at the canteen, and all that
kind of thing. You know, full speed ahead. I just about broke down under it.
The doctor said I'd better have a year at least in the open air and away from all
that stuff. So I came out to Bob. But you see I couldn't get a visa; I had to
come in on the Inunigration quota because I couldn't stay more than six months on
a visitors permit. I wanted to stay at least a year; I figured on maybe two years.
I didn't figure on getting married and staying here, farming for a good many years.
But that's how it worked out. But then when the dry years came, Bob lost all his
capital and he had to work out to make ends meet, So he went to Chicago and back
to his own work.

Q:

As an engineer?

Yes. All during the depression, or most of the time, he had work because he'd
had this thorough apprenticeship training and it didn 1't matter what department
they wereshort of help, he could go, But it didn't do him too good. He had to
break away every once in awhile and take ayear off or two years off doing some~
thing else. He was sheepherding one year. Oh, living in a little wagon out on
the, I don't know what you call it, prairie, desert ••. with 60,000 sheep, But he
died a couple of years ago.

Q: I know you were talking about running around trying to find parts for machinery
and so forth. Were gasoline and tires a problem to obtain?
Part of the time, but they were pretty good wi.th the farmers. Some of the tractors
ran on diesel fuel, but alot of them ran on gas, so you had a pretty generous
amount. You didn't waste it, But then you take a M:odei T :Ford, That's all we
had in the way of a car for a long, long time. Y·o u don't use too much. You
don't go the speeds.

Q:

When did you get electricity on the farm?

Now father and mother were here in'47 and we'd already been wired, .• we didn'·t
get it until about '54 did we?
No, about 1950 I think.
We didn't have it in '47 when the folks came. My f;ather and mother visited in
'47. Our house was all wired; we had a great big freezer and refrigerator sitting
there, but no juice for it. But we had a kerosene burner running the refrigerator
at that time. We were all wired for electricity but it hadn '·t come through.
There had to be so many on it to the mile before they could s·t art construction.
The hadn't gotten started in time to get around to us y-et. I don't remember
just when we did get it. I was thinking it was later than ''51. But I know my
first trip home was in '52.

Q:

I know I talked with Hervey about this, but I'd like to get your impression
of what the war did to farmers. Was it a prosperous period for farmers or
was it •. let's say that two or three years before the war started •. 1:ow did 1937
compare witr. 194 3 in terms of how much you produced, in ternis of your living
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standard, the things you could buy, the things you could do, and your debts?
I can't remember the years after ... during the dry years of course we got nothing.
Then when we first began to get some crops, the prices weren't very high I
don't think. I don't know when the upturn did come.
(It was) '41 or '42 before the prices started up.
I know we were still terribly hard up when the kids were little. I was glad it
came when the kids were bigger, when we saw that we were able to help them for
college and that kind of thing. If it had been a few years earlier, I mean if
they had been that age a few years earlier, we wouldn't have been able to do
much for them. It was all we could do to exist for a few years there.
Changed our living standards. See, all during the war we couldn't get stuff ...
lasted until '45. There was no sudden boom, even after that. We paid for the
farm by 1950. The last of the children was born in '35 ... be fifteen then,
finishing in high school.
Donald was born in the fall of '35. But we got along for a few years there. If
I hadn't been able to sew and turn my hand to anything even a little bit, odd
jobs at home •• My mother and sisters gave me loads of outmoded clothing and my
mother used to send me boxes of remnants from England. Little lengths of material
and lace and embroidery and skeins of yarn. I hardly bought anything. Except shoes,
you had to buy shoes. But I knit the socks and mittens. I made all their clobhes
out of either this stuff that I was given and stuff I'd made over or we got cotton
flour sacks in those days. We used to bleach them and make things. It was
just a case of scratching for quite a few years. It made a difference if you
were able to do things. I made all their toys out of orange crates and peach
crates and stuff like that. Sanded them and put them together •.. made their bed
clothes and doll clothes and stuff like that. But people don't do as much of
that kind of thing anymore. The modern materials don't lend themselves to it.
You can't make over alot of these synthetic materials. A crease is in there, or
a stitch· line; it's there to stay. You can't do anything about it. The clothes
are no good even for wash rags when they're older. They won't soak up water.
But we didn't waste a thread in those days.

Q:

Did you think you were making major sacrifices during the war?

Well, no, I'd never been used to luxury. I lived through one war when we'd been
alot worse off. I earned a good salary during the First World War, but
everything cost so much. You couldn't get it if you had the money. It was one
of those things; I suppose I'm more or less a fatalist. I was here, the town was
here, the family was here, I had stuff around and I made use of it. Oh, once in
a while I wished I could have so and so, but I knew I couldn't so that was that.

Q: Did you se e people in the connnunity making major sacrifices or wha t you
would consider major sacrifices, or did they consider that they were making major
sacrifices?
Oh, I think some of them. I think of a sacrifice as something voluntary; you
give something up voluntarily, I'd say that was a sacrifice. But if it wasn't
there and you could't get it, well, that was that. There were people that weren't
that way, that every little deprivation they considered an enormous sacrifice.
Some were determined not to make the sacrifice. They made money out of somebody
else's suffering. There were plenty of them. Some of the land people, these men
that had money that when the farmers lost their land in the depression, they bought
those farms for nothing. The mortgage fell due and they were sold at auctions.
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They bought them for nothing. They're sitting pretty millionaires a few years later.
There were some of those. But the general run of people just took it in stride
I think. It was a fact of life and you had to live with it.

Q:

Now I know that you served on a ration board . • .

That's where you saw the gougers, some of them.

Q:

Oh, they had such tales of woe.

Was there alot of complaining?

Yes, on the part of some people. People that had always burned coal or wood or
corn cobs like we had mostly ... We had one oil burner that we had got a few years
before because we didn't have much wood on our farm. In the cookstove the kids
used to pick up cobs and burn them. But people that had always done that ·:.md
had wood and used to buy coal. suddenly dedided that they had to have oil because
oil was in short supply. Then you see they had to come to get permission to buy
an oil stove and get an oil ration. (I) can almost hear the carrying on some of
them did about that. But others, when you explained that ... sorry you couldn't do
it, it was alright. You met all kinds. I was only on the oil panel. You see
they had different people on different panels. The women on the sugar and meat
(panels) told the same tale; some people were better at making do than others and
would make do where some wouldn't even try to make do. They'd just howl that they
couldn't get by.

Q:

How did the system work?

Well, what do you mean?

Q:

Satisfactory or not?

Is that what you mean?

I mean what are the mechanics of it?

Oh, the mechanics.
the government.

Of course most of the instructions came from higher up in

END OF SIDE TWO OF TAPE ONE -- BEGIN SIDE ONE OF TAPE TWO

Q:

Let's go on with the talk of the allocation system.
system was basically fair?

Do you think that the

As far as I could see it was. Nothing in that line is completely fair because
people's circumstances are a bit different and you can't allow for every variation.
Somebody's going to be hurt more than others, always. No system is perfect. But
I think by and large from what I saw it was pretty good.

Q:

Did people in the community think it was fair?

Oh, alot of them grumbled. Well, you know, I ought to have more sugar.' The
sugar people used to get an awful lot of flak. But I never served on that panel
and I don't know their figures. I used to hear reverberations of somebody hollering
because they didn't get enough sugar. But then there used to be quite a little
trading too. Among, oh, women that maybe didn't can, or didn't have anything to
can, they would swap maybe some sugar for something else, But that was under the
counter you know. I mean amongst themselves. You heard about it out in the
country. You'd hear s omebody that had a friend on the farm that could get a nice
big hunk of meat when they weren•t entitled to it for some favor or s omething.
The farmer was allowed to kill for his own use. I suppose you'd call that black
market but I don't know just how prevalent it was. I didn't have much contact with
it myself, I got along with what I had.

Q:

When I think of black markets, I think of people in the back of a truck with
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all kinds of goods in it, and they just say, do

you want to buy this ... ?

I don't know. I suppose maybe there was a certain amount of that going on
somewhere, but it was done sub rosa. All I knew about was little individual
deals with somebody that had a friend on the farm arld they'd get or send his
kids out there for a few days and they'd fill up on things he couldn't get at
home. They'd return the favor in some way; but not too much of it.

Q: Did you think there was something wrong with that?
upon, making little deals like that?

I mean, was that frowned

Well, when you get down to a question of ethics, the slightest variation from the
established rule is wrong, whether it's a little or a big one. When it's a case
of a family's well-being ... If they need a bit more meat than they are suppose
to have, if they can do it without hurting somebody else a little bit, I'd
be inclined to (go along with it). It just depends. If you see your family
wanting something, you do what you can. Like the sugar thing, it wasn't a very
big allowance, but you could buy corn syrup alot of the time. Corn syrup, molasses,
and various other sweetening things that weren't so palatable and as good. You
could eek your allowance out sometime - without hurting anybody. I myself resorted
(to) sacharrin in my tea and coffee. I loathed tea and coffee unsweetened. I'd
go without rather than drink them unsweetened. We managed on our allowance; we
never did any finangling. We didn't hear too much grumbling from the kids. Course
they were little, they didn't know any different. Of course out in the country
too, they're not exposed to so many other kids that have got everything.

Q:

Would you think that people on the farm maybe had it a little better than
people in town?

Yes, I think so. I'm glad we were on the farm. While the kids werexlittle
anyhow. I mean for bringing up the children. Then they got the buses so they
could go to high school on the buses. I would much rather they were at home, out
there on the farm than in town.
break in the tape----Oh, it was the set up of the ration board, wasn't it, that we were talking about?

Q:

Yes.

How did that work?

Well, l know that there were rules and regulations handed down from St. Paul to us
that we were supposed to go by, criteria to decide whether anybody could have more
or less oil. I think we took a certain attitude. We went to the city one time
but we didn't learn very much except that some of us weren't doing what we were
told.

Q:

Let's say I wanted oil.
your board to, .. ?

Would I have to get an application and apply to

Yes, yes,
(you had to) give reasons if you didn't already have an oil ration,
reasons why you were applying for one, Like this one man that was so mad, .. he'd
never had an dil stove of any kind 1 not even a little kerosene cook stove, always
burned cobs and wood and coal, and kept coal in the basement. He hauled the coal
up for his wife and he didn't have time anymore. He didn't use that much coal,
wouldn't have taken him very many minutes .. . Why he got so mad at me because he said,
'I farmed two hundred and some acres and I feed around 40 or 50 cattle, and I've
got no time to haul coal up for my wife!' I said it doesn't take you long. 'Long
enough,' I said, 'my husband farms 320 acres, he feeds 50 head of cattle and does
other things besides and he hauls coal from the basement for me, and doesn't mind.
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It only takes him a few minutes.' We didn't give him the ration. Boy, was he
mad! He went around telling everybody bout it. Stuck-up Englishwoman! But they
were unreasonab,e, alot of them. Just because it was something that was short they
wanted it. They'd never felt the need of it before. I bet that woman hauled her
own coal up all the time anyway. Knowing him ... (I) happened to know the man in
question. I know his attitude.

Q:

Was committee or group service wide-spread in the community?
of people involved in volunteer committees or organizations?

Were there alot

Oh yes. Like the ration board, they had representatives from different parts of
the county and townships. I don't remember how many there were on the whole
ration board, but there were five on our panel. I think the sugar panel was bigger
or the meat ..• But they took them as far as they could to represent different areas.
Who chose them in the first place I don't know. That I never did find out.

Q:

Who selected you, you mean?

Yes. I was approached and asked if I would serve. I was onthe Red Cross
committee for awhile. But mainly it was the extension, the Farm Home and Community Chairman when I was in the Farm Bureau. Then after that I belonged to
Homemakers Clubs and I was usually on committees for that. But I wasn't head
of committee or anything. The lessons ... they used to try to get in some real
practical (things), like chickens and gardens and those kind of things. They tried
to have one or two fun things as well. I had dabbled in practically every craft
you hear about. I used to do an awful lot of demonstrating and conducting those
classes. Sometimes they used to give me a gift or something like that, but I
was never paid for it. We had the fair board giving the extension clubs spac~
at the fair so we could have displays and demonstrations to illustrate our work.
I used to get roped in on that. But it was all interesting. Even now I run
into people ... 'oh, I remember you, you taught me to make feather hats, ... you
taught rugs, didn't you? I remember you and you were doing so and so ... ' People
that have done some of the stuff like that. It's all very interesting. Maybe it
didn't do much good, but I thought I was doing something. The extension clubs,
they have a different format now. They're organized the same, but their programs
are different. They're more tangible now, talking about things I don't like to
argue about and that I can't quite see, But I haven't belonged to a club for a
long time, Our club, the same group, we held together for so many years til we
all got old. Then one and another died off, moved away, and we just let it drop.
Because most of us that are left of that particular group by now are in our 8O's.
But we held together for about forty years. We got alot out of it. We had alot
of fun, and Hervey got alot of pity.

Q:

Alot of pity?

Pity; from some of the neighboring men because I was visible and they thought
I didn't spend much time with him or something. Or they thought he was henpecked
or something of that sort, But Hervey lived through it and it didn't seem to hurt
him.
He didn't seem to mind so much.

Anyhow he didn't put his foot down and stop me.

Q: What was the general mood of the community during the war?
downcast?

Was it pretty

Well, I think it was up and down. There were t imes when t hings were going good
and then there'd come something •.. 'aren't they ev er going t o ge t anyplace, they
drag on and on ... ' It would just depend on the news, the n ews t hat filtered back.
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Maybe there'd been a particular disaster and then everyb ody would be f eeling down.
'Why don't we do something about it?' The when it was going good, 'oh well, the
boys will be home by Christmas. 1 You know, that f eeling . But it vari ed ... it
(the war) lasted quite a while and it was pr e tty ha rd to say wb at it wa s at any
given point.

Q:

How did people deal with bad news, let's say of a particular loss of a battle?

You mean personally?

Q:

Personally or as a community?

Well, the personal part of it of course depended on the people. It would depend
a good deal on the way you were brought up. Like we were brought up, my family,
a stiff upper lip, don't wear your heart on your sleeve, that kind of thing.
Whereas other people find relief in crying out and really going to town when things
hit. So it just depended on how many of the one kirid or another were affected by
the particular happening.

Q:

Did the community

get close during that time?

Oh, I don't know. All that time we were on the farm. I'd make my forays into
town to do what I had to do around the country, but as for down there, I don't
know. You see the difference more where there people are more concentrated. You
can say whether or was a good mood or a bad mood where they're more concentrated.

Q:

Would you say that during the war that

there was more of a spirit of cooperation?

Well, again i t's relative. There were alot of people that ordinarily wouldn't work
together, (who) would if somebody was in trouble. Maybe before the war they would
have just hear it and passed it off, not thinking anything about it.
It
probably did on the whole.

Q:

Do you think the town and the community were changed because of the war? Let's
say there had been no war, that the t own had just developed normally ... Can you see
things that the war brought about that completely altered the community? Left
deep scars if you will, or deep attitudes that just permanently altered the
community?
I couldn't pin point any particular thing.
Towards the end, alot of the girls went on
different attitude. They've see something
the time. They're bound to change in some
community, as it used to be, it was pretty

Q:

You saw alot of the boys going away.
the war work. The came back with a
beside what tqey'd been used to all
way. But as a strictly agricultural
hide bound I think.

By hide bound what do you mean?

What my father did is good enough fo r me and it's good enough for you. But when
all those boys and girls went away, even if they came back, they bad a different
attitude. It's bound to change. But just for better or worse I wouldn't like
to sky. But I know my idea of when I first came out here .. . When my friends
all said good bye, they thought I was just go ing into l imbo and one of them
said something about marrying a farmer and n ever coming back. 'If he's the
last man God made, I wouldn't marry a farmer, 1 But that was my idea of a
farm. All I had seen of a farm was the old farm .•. I'd always lived in the big city.
We used to go to a farm for our Sunday School picnic. Usually the farmer carried
on because somebody went in the wrong hay field and trampled down something or
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did something else. Then we saw no plumbing •.. what a way to live. Why I thought
all farms were like that and would always have to be, world without end. I
saw a farm as something unchanging and not for me. It might have been more so
if it hadn't been for the war. But now that, as I said, more going away and
some of them corning back, they're bound to change. But then the whole world
is changing attitudes. Say nothing of morals.

Q:

Do

you think the war had an effect on morals?

I don't know. I think it was corning. People change. There's something about the
human race that wants to change some way or another. If they don't do it one
way, they do it another. I still can't subscribe to a great many of the things
that go on nowdays. But as I say, I can't help it. It's not my place to try to
fight against it. I think with all these inventions in communications and so
on, (that) the whole world impinges on the rest of it like it didn't use to, I
mean we used to think of the ••. well, take Africa for instance, something so far
distant .•. it used to be just an imagination, but now it's right on our doorstep.
All their troubles. So the community is bound to be affected by that. Apart
from the war.

Q:

Are you glad

that you lived when you lived?

Yes. I'm glad I don't have to bring up kids in this day and age. Sure would
hate to be responsible for a bunch of kids at this time because I cannot subscribe
to their values. It absolutely goes against my grain. If you try to instill anything into your children, they're too close to the rest of them now. It used to
be you could teach your children something and it'd stick. But there's so
rnuch ... with television and all the communications, before the words are out of
your mouth, it's something different. They must be awfully mixed up. How are
you ever going to plan anything for them. Because whatever you try to do with
your children edpends on what the man across the street is doing with his children.
There were things that we wished we had when we were growing up. We never had
much money at home. My father was only a working man and there were times when
it was awful good management on my mother's part ... We often thought she spent
money on things she didn't need to because she couldn't buy us what we wanted.
But I son't think they were ever up against the attitude that people are now with
their children. There's too many things; too much pressure from all sides.
Our grandchildren aren't near. We don't have too much to do with them. We never
did try to bring them up or anything. I used to go once a year to my daughter in
Minneapolis and babysit and keep house for a whole week so she could go deer
hunting and taking the children when she's i ll or anything like tha t. But I
mean as for sitting on the doorstep and saying you should bring th~n up this way
and that way, we determined to keep our fing ers off, But I don't like it at all
that I see. But I can see that Mavis is up against it when the kids went that
way because of influences that I didn't have to contend with when she was little.
Then of course the other grandchildren •.• four of them are in Switzerland and we
don't have much effect on them, though one of them is in California right now;
the oldest one.

Q:

I think that is all the questions that I have.

Thank you for the interview.

