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SV: There's some background information that we'd like to get first. First of all, where were you
born?
JB: Adrian, Minnesota. That's about thirteen miles east of Luverne, Minnesota.

SV: When were you born?
JB: 1894. Mother says I arrived in a snowstorm, October the 10th. So it's during the winter.

SV: What ethnic group are you from? Are you German or--?
JB: Well, my mother was a Luxembourger. I don't know really what my father was. We did talk
Luxembourger at home.
SV: Were your parents immigrants?
JB: No. My parents weren't, but my mother's father and mother came across and there was a
child or two. But my mother was born in Caledonia, Minnesota.

SV: What was your father's occupation?
JB: Fanning. He came from a farm family. He came to Adrian, Minnesot�. He was born in
Remsen, Iowa. He worked there as a hired man. That's where he met my mother and they
eventually got married.
SV: So as far as moving around in your lifetime, your main move then was from Adrian up to
here?
JB: That's right. That's the only moving we did.

SV: What level of education (what formal education) did you get?
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JB: I only had fifth grade. I had to help on the farm. We were always strapped for money. And
we never went hungry, that's true, but I don't think I ever had a five-dollar bill in my pocket.
Money was scarce and I was the oldest in the family.

SV: You said yesterday that your main source of income during the war was rent from the
farmland that you owned around here?
JB: Yes. Well, I worked too. I did threshing too, as far as that part goes. I owned a threshing
machine, too.
SV: I see. So you did custom threshing and then the rent from the farmland. That's the main
background information that we like to get. So now we can move into the questions about-from
now on it will be just about World War II, that period. First, we'd like to know something about
how much information was available about world events in this area. Did you get newspapers
and magazines around this area?
JB: No, I didn't. We didn't have any daily paper, so we didn't get too much of that stuff. See, we
are a pretty small community here. We didn't have any factories or anything up here. The only
thing that we did have during the wartime-there was a man by the name of Powers. He bought
a lot of eggs and chickens. And my sister did a lot of chicken plucking. A bunch of women did
that to make a little money, because money was scarce. They moved to town and he was
crippled, you know. He had such high blood pressure he couldn't work. They had seven children
and they were always strapped for money too, as far as that part goes.

SV: Were there any magazines in town then? Like news magazines available? Did you have
local papers in the area?
JB: We had the Wheaton paper.

SV: The Wheaton paper.
JB: We had a paper in Dumont here. But that was just here a very short time. It was just too
small. It just had to fold up. We also had a doctor here but he only lasted about a year and he had
to leave on account there just wasn't enough practice here for him.

SV: Did the Wheaton newspaper carry much news about the war and about international events
during World War II?
JB: Oh, I wouldn't say too much. We didn't seem to be worked up too much here on that deal.
We all had our hands full, you know. A lot of places, the boys were taken and then the father and
the mother-well, maybe with a boy at home or something. So we had our nose to the grindstone
quite a bit.

SV: Did you use radios here in this area as news sources then? Not much? So then, no
commentators or anything really stuck in your mind?
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JB: No.

SV: I see. Were there theaters (movie theaters in the area) that were attended?
JB: Yes. Wheaton had-for a while they even had two theaters there. But the one folded up then
later on because they just couldn't support two of them. We still have a movie theater in
Wheaton, as far as that part goes. There aren't very many towns that have them anymore.
SV: Did you get a chance to go up and visit it every once in a while during the war?

JB: Yes. Me and my wife every once in a while went to a show. Not too often, but we went once
in a while.
SV: Did they show newsreels of the war situation up there?

JB: No, not too much.
SV: They didn't?

JB: No. Not too much. We were pretty well shielded from that. It wasn't like nowadays---the
commentators and all that stuff. That was more or less out. And most of us had our hands full,
like I say, working. We had long days. We had our supper and had our chores done and went to
bed. [Chuckles] Then get up, you know. We never got up too early. Most of them got up at five
o'clock. We got up about five-thirty in the morning.
SV: There are a number of events---there are about four events that I would be interested in
finding out whether the community found out about them, and if they did, whether the
community took much interest in them. These are events just prior to our entry into World War
II. Was there much attention given to the Spanish Civil War around here?

JB: Well, we didn't live up here then. Of course, I was too young to remember the Spanish Civil
War. See, my father wanted to enlist in the Spanish Civil War but he only had one eye. The other
eye_was half-closed. He got rejected. But that was at Adrian. We didn't come up here until
March of 1903.
SV: I was referring to the Spanish Civil War that Franco was involved in in the mid-to-late
1930s, just prior to World War II. That didn't receive too much attention up here then?

JB: Franco. Let's see. You mean Spain?
SV: Yes.

JB: No, no. See at that time there wasn't too much news and stuff, you know. Most ofus, we
just worked.
SV: How about the invasion of Poland, the German invasion of Poland?
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JB: Well, that really didn't seem to create too much of a stir either, as far as that part goes. A
good many people here are of German descent, so that didn't cause too much of a stir. !fit would
have been the other way around, you know, if they would have been invadedSV: If Germany would have been invaded?
JB: Yes, I suppose it would have made a little bit of a difference.
SV: Then the fall of France didn't have much impact? Considering the German influence in this
area, was the Lend Lease policy that was taken on by FDR [President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt] before we entered the war, was that much of an issue around here then?

JB: Lend Lease. Didn't Woodrow Wilson have Lend Lease, too?
SV: That may be. Yes. But I'm referring-

JB: When he gave them those fifty gunboats?
SV: Yes.
JB: I know my father was absolutely against that. He said, "That's just a start." And it was.
When he got reelected he had us in that war inside of six weeks. No, I take that back. He got
sworn in January and we were in war in April.
SV: So was there some similar feeling when FDR decided to aid the British with Lend Lease?
JB: Well, at that time it didn't. There wasn't much uproar. At least I didn't hear it. But you
know, like I said before, we were always busy on the farm and stuff. And papers we didn't
hardly get, and as far as TV and radio, of course that was more or less out of the question.
SV: Also, prior to the entry of the war-perhaps this question doesn't apply too much then, but
I'll ask it and we'll just see whether it does or not. Also, prior to the war, in this country there
was a movement called America First. A rather good size group of people that were objecting to
the United States getting involved in World War II. First of all, was there any sentiment like that
around here?

JB: As far as I know, I didn't hear any. Of course, as I say, we didn't go too much. We had our
nose more or less to the grindstone (the farming stuff). Then we had threshing machines. Later
on we had two of them. I ran the steam engine. I was just crazy about a steam engine. I wasn't
even eighteen years old and I ran a steam engine for forty days. My father wasn't even along.
Twenty days stock threshing and twenty days stack threshing. But I was just nuts to run a steam
engine. I threshed for at least thirty-five years. Of course, after a while, gas started to come in.
And then there was one of them.
SV: Do you know whether there was any of what are called Peace Churches in the area during
World War II? That is, religious groups that don't allow for any participation in war?
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JB: No, we didn't have any of that here.

SV: Did you know of any individuals during the war who were applying for conscientious
objector, what is now called conscientious objection? People who were--?
JB: No! I didn't see any of it here. But I was on a Federal Grand Jury in Fergus Falls and we had
a lot of them up there. But I didn't hear anybody around here that asked to get relieved, a
conscientious objector from military duty when he was called, as far as I knew. We didn't seem
to have that here.

SV: During the war, did you in the community feel really a part of the war here? Did you feel
that your efforts were important to the war? Or did you feel that the war was quite far away and
it wasn't really as applicable as your day-to-day work?
JB: Well, we didn't seem to ... See, as far as we were concerned we felt no effects of the war,
only the rationing. Like, for instance, your sugar and your coffee and stuf£ We lived in town at
that time. So as far as myself, I wasn't concerned too much. But of course some of the farmers
were. We had rationing boards, you know. Like, for instance, the Machinery Board. My renter
had cancer. And I went before the rationing board and made a plea to get a com picker. And we
did get a couple of com pickers.

SV: You went in? You went to the rationing board on behalf of your renter?
JB: That's right. ·
SV: I see. This ties in with the next set of questions that I have then. The effect of the war on the
livelihood, on the livings that people made in this area. First of all, for you personally, did you
see any effect that the war had on your own personal living?
JB: Well, we were very fortunate here. We had good crops and good prices. And those people
that were home here, especially those that didn't have any people in the war, they were happy.
Of course, those that had some in, they weren't too happy on that deal. But I mean, we made
money.

SV: And the money that was made was pretty general as far as not only farmers made money but
the community as a whole?
JB: Oh, sure. All wealth comes from the soil. But if the farmer doesn't make anything, you see it
all go.

SV: So the community as a whole was pretty well off?
JB: Yes. Pretty well off there, except those people that had to give their boys up. Of course, they
felt bad.
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SV: Can you think of any jobs that might be called war boom jobs in the area? Jobs that didn't
exist before the war in the area and that were kind of created because of the war?
JB: Well, yes. These women that picked a lot of chickens. Powers furnished a lot of stuff for the
government.

SV: Powers?
JB: In Wheaton. Greg Powers in Wheaton. He bought eggs and chickens and all that stuff. I did
a lot of work for the government measuring land, sealing grain. There was many a time I used to
come to Wheaton with my samples. A government car would be standing by his place at least
once a week with an inspector. That went all over the world.
SV: So he sold produce?
JB: Yes. And there were a lot of women worked there. Made a little money on the side. But
that's the only war effort thing we had, as far as I know.

SV: Women from this community traveled to Wheaton to work there?
JB: Yes, that's right. My sister was one of them. Her husband was crippled. More women went
up. But that's the only war effort thing we had here.

SV: Would you have any rough guess of about how many women from this area worked in that
place?
JB: Well, I really don't know. See, we're a small community here. Oh, I suppose there must
have been at least a dozen or more from the community. Of course, we're a small community.
Some of the others were better situated, They didn't have to do that. It was those people
that-more the poorer class that had to go out and try to make a little money. See, my brother-in~
law, he worked for the city here and this city wasn't under Social Security. Then he died. [My
sister] couldn't even get any Social Security. He was three-quarters short. The fellow felt pretty
bad (the government man). He said, "I'm sorry." He said, "I can't help you." He was just short
three-quarters. So she had to work.

SV: And that's the situation that most of the people that worked up there were in. They were
poor.
JB: That's right. [If] those people had a little money, you know, they wouldn't go out plucking
feathers! [Chuckles] That's kind of a little dirty work, stinky work. We had a lot of that down
here in Dumont. We used to pluck a lot of chickens here. Mr. Zulwick--he's retired of course
now. Another man there now. He cleans chickens. But now it's quite a little different. Charge a
dollar for plucking a chicken now. Where you used to get it for a quarter.
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SV: I'd like to talk about your position with the Salvage Committee for a little bit. First of all,
how did you get the job? Well, first of all, perhaps we should state for the 'tape what your job
was.
JB: I was chairman of the Salvage Committee.

SV: For this county, correct? And how did you get your job? Were you elected to it or were you
appointed to it?
JB: Ijust--1 suppose I got a letter. Just like I did on the War Ration Board. I got a letter.

SV: Do you remember who appointed you?
JB: No, I do not. Of course, that was before the war started. Governor Stassen gave me the
appointment of Notary Public so I suppose I got the appointment from him for the work on the
War Ration Board.
SV: Was this a volunteer job or were you paid for it?
JB: As a volunteer.

SV: Volunteer work.
JB: Yes. I never got a nickel.

SV: Did it take much of your time to perform the duties?
JB: Well, quite a little. You went around to communities and you hunted up people [who had]
trucks or something. If people had scrap iron you stopped at places, and if they had stuff you'd
get trucks and pick it up. I think we hauled it all to Wheaton. I think we loaded the cars there. As
far as I know we never piled anything. We loaded it.
SV: So your committee actually went out and took physical possession of the scrap iron and was
responsible for transporting it to Wheaton?
JB: Yes.

SV: I just wanted to clear this up for the tape because I was surprised about it the other day.
There was no scrap iron person (no scrap collector) who was involved with this. There was no
one who bought it from you and then sold it to the government.
JB: No, no. I don't know where it went to. We just loaded it into the car and it went down the
railroad tracks. Where it went to, I do not know. It probably went to a receiving station in the
cities, I suppose. Wherever they did it.

SV: And the farmers didn't sell it to you? Rather, they gave it to you?
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JB: No. We got it. They gave it for the war effort.
SV: In the Stevens County Salvage Committee--I've studied that a little bit, and in that county
the committee was structured into a county chair, then township chairs under him who were
responsible for finding the scrap iron in the townships and that type of thing. Was the--?

JB: No. We never-or I can't remember that I had anybody under me (the chairman). But when
we went into communities we generally tried to find a man that was a man of influence, position,
and asked him where we could go. Sometimes they would go along with us and try and pick up.
For instance, on this REA [Rural Electric Administration] stuff they generally sent me out. And
then we picked up a man that was well liked in the community and with a little influence and
[we] asked him to help us.
SV: But you had no----there were no official positions under you to help?

JB: No. As far as I can remember, no.
SV: Because of the nature of the Salvage Committee, would you say that it's accurate that there
was really no one place where you did the job? It involved a lot of traveling around, mainly?

JB: How do you mean one place?
SV: For instance, in your work on the Rationing Board, it sounds like all your work was done up
in Wheaton.

JB: That's right.
SV: But that wasn't the case with the Salvage Board?

JB: No. No. We just traveled around township to township, covered the county. See, we're a
small county here. We only have fifteen townships and we've got one, two, three half-townships.
Four.
SV: Did you have any difficulty finding local help to help you with finding the scrap iron or
making arrangements for transportation?

JB: No. No. I can say that the people were very cooperative, and I think a lot of people were
glad to get it out of the trees. See, at that time there was no such thing as a trade-in. If there was a
machine that wore out or something, you'd just haul it in the trees. So no, I can say that we had
good cooperation.
SV: And the people that gave the scrap iron were generally very cooperative, too.

JB: Yes. That's right. They helped us load it and everything else.
SV: And it was mainly farmers who you were dealing with, with the scrap iron?

8

JB: Sure. Sure. The town people didn't have any. We didn't collect anything in town. Collected
it all from the farmers.
SV: Oh, one other thing---something that I found in the Wheaton papers and I was wondering if
you recall. There was mention made in there that the State Salvage Committee sent out a
gentleman to this area, a guy named George Ebbe, and he was supposed to help the salvage drive
in Traverse and Big Stone Counties. Do you recall ever dealing with this person?

JB: No, I do not. I don't remember. The only thing I can remember, like I told you yesterday,
when our salvage drive was done all the chairmen of each county plus their wives were invited to
St. Paul and we had dinner with the governor. That was our compensation. [Chuckles] And the
honor we had for doing it.
SV: Since there was pretty good cooperation you may not have ever had to do this, but I'm sure
that there was a procedure for dealing with people who didn't want to give up their scrap iron.
Do you remember what that procedure was?
JB: No, I don't. On account, as far as I know, if there was a procedure there, we never had to use
it. I don't remember anybody ever turning us down. We had something. We had good
cooperation here.
SV: Perhaps this should have been asked just a little bit earlier, but when you took physical
possession of the scrap iron, generally about how long did it usually sit around in the
communities before you had to move it out? Was it usually moved quite quickly?

JB: It wouldn't stand there too long. If you've got the car filled, you know, you try to get it out.
The county couldn't keep these cars tied up. You tried to get it out. At that time we had two
freights every day, one going north and one going south, and we had a passenger train. Of
course, I think the passenger train was gone by that time-the second World War. But we still
had a lot of freight going up north and one going south every day from Ortonville up to Fargo.
So we could get the stuff moved. If it was loaded, they'd take it. It didn't sit around at all.
SV: So it moved just as quickly as--?
JB: Really fast.
SV: As quickly as you could fill up a car, it was gone?
JB: Yes.
SV: Now I'd like to talk about your work on the Rationing Board. The Rationing Board that you
were on rationed only fuel oil stoves and fuel oil, correct?

JB: Yes. Heating oil and then also ranges--like a gas stove. Ranges, mostly gas. Some
people--we had bottled gas on the farm. It was just a two-burner stove, though.
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SV: So you were rationing bottled gas too?
JB: Not bottled gas but gas stoves.
SV: The stoves that used it.

JB: They were damned scarce. [Laughs]
SV: Very few people used that bottled gas?

JB: They'd like to have it but there just weren't any stoves.
SV: I'm curious. Where did people get the bottled gas from? Was there a place in town that was
selling it?
JB: I kind of think we got it from Wheaton. They just handled that bottled gas. It was called a
hundred pounds. You generally had two bottles. When one was empty, you turned it around and
took your bottle along up to Wheaton and got a different one.
SV: Again, for this position, some of these questions will be very similar. Was this a position
that you were appointed to also?

JB: Yes.
SV: And in comparison with your work on the Salvage Committee, about how much time did
this job take?

JB: Two hours a week.
SV: Two hours a week and that was about it?

JB: Yes. And at home there's very little work for this reason, on account I didn't want to get into
a mess you know, of a fellow coming here. If you wanted something we met every Tuesday
morning from ten until twelve. Two hours.
SV: And then all the work for that committee was done up in Wheaton, then? And this was
volunteer work also?

JB: Yes. We never got a nickel, we never got a gallon of gas, we never got a penny. I didn't
want anything, though.
[Tape interruption]

JB: When we set it up it took about a month to get all these coupons and everything out. And we
had a man here, living in town here, and he worked for the SC [Salvage Committee] office. He
was a clerk and every morning he had to be up there at eight o'clock. Well, I would be up in time

and I would ride up with him and I'd come home at night with him and he would drop me off.
He lived just a half a mile down here. So I didn't have to use my car.
SV: Were the regulations that you were given to guide you as far as how much gas a person or a
business should get?

JB: Well, gasoline we had nothing to do with. Fuel oil. Fuel oil we had-we cut everybody
fifteen percent in the residential district and they had to bring in their slips from the year before
to present to us. All business places got cut thirty percent and they also had to bring in their slips
to show for what they worked. And ifthere were no slips, [if] they couldn't produce any, the
house got measured and then the cubic feet got figured and then we had a formula. It went by
that-the cubic feet of the house.
SV: You mentioned yesterday how many stoves you got. I think it was per month.

JB: Four oil stoves a month for the county. And then those that had oil stoves; if theirs went to
pieces they had first choice on them.
SV: Was there a lot of use of fuel oil [for] heating in this area at that time or was coal--?
JB: No, not very much. But when the money got more plentiful during the wartime there were
people that wanted oil burners and of course we just didn't have them. No, there wasn't too
much in World War II.
SV: So as far as distributing the fuel oil stoves, generally the only people that got them were
people that had already had them before and their old ones had broken down?
JB: Well, there weren't too many that broke down. What we tried to do was, boys that were in
the service, and if they had a fairly good size family-like one, his daughter lived right outside
of town here. It's my brother-in-law's brother. His daughter. She had five children. The oldest
one didn't go to school yet. And she had an old stove and her husband went into the service. She
slept upstairs. We gave her an oil burner, something like that. And then there are some times
when there are old people there. Sometimes we'd give them an oil stove, ifwe had some. Old
people, crippled or something like that. But you know, with four for the whole county, we were
ten thousand population at that time. We couldn't cover much territory. [Chuckles].That's right.
SV: Did your board actually have possession of the oil stoves and then tum them over, sold them
to the people? Or did you give stamps?

JB: We gave them an order. So I don't know where the oil stoves were. We never had them in
our possession. Never was. We never had any tires or any-of course, we didn't handle the tire
division, but we never had any. They just got a slip so they could buy a tire at a station that had
them.
SV: There was a station here in town?
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JB: No, not here. Well, yes. We had an oil station here in town here, too.
SV: But they bought the stoves at an oil station in Wheaton then?

JB: Well, no. The oil stoves, I don't know where you'd buy them. I suppose they bought them
from a hardware store or if they didn't have any they would probably order them. But they had to
have a slip that they could get one. See, they could not order stoves. Hardware stores couldn't
order a dozen stoves, just couldn't get them.
SV: Did you issue a stamp system for the purchase of the fuel oil then?

JB: If you got fuel oil for your place--say your place needed six hundred gallons, you got
coupons for six hundred gallons. You had to live in that allotment. The only one you couldn't cut
was a doctor's office or a hospital. But if they asked for more (like for instance, a doctor's office)
they came twice if you had a mild winter. We had the authority. The second time they came, we
made them check their furnace. And they must have had a leak in their tank or something. We
had a mild winter before. Why would they have to have two additional grants of oil? So we
could force them to do that.
SV: So the hospitals and the doctors' offices were the only businesses that got exemptions?
JB: That's right.
SV: You had the authority to make inspections of these?

JB: That's right. Especially if they came back the second time. The first time probably wouldn't
go too far, but if they came back again we had the authority to get an inspection. Send a man in
there who knew something about it.
SV: So you found someone in the county who--?
JB: Oh, sure. Someone who knows stoves. How would I know about an oil furnace? It had to be
a man that had done that kind of work so he would know what in the hell he was doing. To see if
the jets were wrong or what in the hell was the matter that they used so much fuel.
SV: Did you have to order many of these inspections?

JB: No! No. About the only one we had was a doctor's office in Wheaton. I think they had a leak
someplace. On account of our tank rusted out in our first house. Of course, that was after the war
was over with [when] our tank went out. We soon had water in the doggone furnace. We had
quite a bit of water. No, that's the only one that we had.
SV: I understand that those were the only two exemptions that you were allowed to make, but
were there people that came in asking for exemptions that weren't under those categories?
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JB: Yes! Like I told you yesterday, we knew of every woman in the first month of conception,
[that would soon] have a baby and need extra oil. That's actually a fact. Now they didn't have
the baby for so many months. But, you know, they could close off a room. Like, for instance, we
closed our front room off. We lived all right. It didn't bother us a damn bit, that fifteen percent
stuff. Of course, those that had children probably crowded them a little bit, but damn it, they
could do something for the war effort, too. They were damned lucky that they had children. They
didn't have grown up sons and have to put them into the service and get them killed or come
home maimed.
·
SV: Do you feel that you had many what you might call unjustified requests for extra oil like
that?

JB: Well, I wouldn't know if it was unjustified. On account of the woman was pregnant. But
there was, I would say, very few. One man in particular, he wanted oil to heat his chicken coop. I
said, "Man alive!" I said, "We're limiting oil to women and children. We do not heat chicken
coops." And he got angry. I had given him twenty-five gallons for lanterns the week before, and
he threw that twenty-five gallons on the table. "You can have that too!" So I don't know what he
did. He was way off the base! [Chuckles] But as a whole we had, I think, very good people on
our Ration Boards. And I think they were people that---and then we had our main man. He was
Till. He was in the First World War. He was our chairman overall, and he was a good man.
SV: Were there other heating fuels, wood? Wood probably wouldn't be, but was coal rationed
also then?

JB: Coal?
SV: Yes.
JB: I don't think so, no. On account ofl had a stoker in 1945, 1946 and 1947. Not in the fall of
1947. I got an oil burner that summer and then I had oil. But then of course, I was rationed at
fifteen percent. Then of course, when I was on the farm I belonged to the co-op and I got my fuel
from up there. The manager, h~I don't think he was right for this reason. He said, "Why don't
you buy it where you got it before?" I said I wanted to buy. "I'm living in town here and I want
to buy some here now. If you don't want to sell me any," I said, "I'll go back there." Then he
relented. Of course, for a while there, he'd only give you fifty gallons. After a while we got a
quota (more). So I said, "I'm willing to do business. I'm living in town here now and I belong to
the co-op up there. I am a co-op man. I helped start this elevator here. I was one of the first
signers. I believe in cooperation."
SV: So there were other heat sources readily available during the war then?
JB: There was a lot of them that had oil burners. Of course, their stove was gone. Say like for
instance, me. Well, I still had the furnace. I could use coal. But then I ordered one. Of course,
that was after the war. I didn't get the oil burner until 1947. So I got it after the war. During
wartime I wasn't able to do anything about it. Of course, my stoker, I liked that.
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SV: Thinking back on the Board and who was sitting on the Board-well, first of all, how many
members were on the Board?

JB: Three. Two men and a woman, each Board had.
SV: Perhaps this would be easier if you'd just answer a couple questions about the three people.
Were they farmers or were they town people?

JB: I was living in town. Of course, I had been a farmer all my lifetime. The chairman, he rented
farms out. He was kind of a man who took care of farms.
SV: A landlord? Or someone who oversaw?

JB: No. Oversaw farms, rented out farms. The first woman was a newspaperman's wife. But
then later on we had a farmwoman from up here. Later years she was. She is still living. She's in
California. She must be over ninety years old now--Mrs. Columbus Pitt. Most of them-that is,
a good part of these people-were farmers that were on the Board. Except the chairman, he was
a Buick salesman. The main chairman over the whole shooting match.
SV: Over all the Ration Boards? And most of the members of the boards were men?
JB: No. Two men and a woman. Each board, yes.
SV: Were most of the members of the Rationing Boards about your age (the age that you were
then)?

JB: Yes. I would say most of them were around that age.
SV: That's about all the questions I had on the Rationing Boards and your two positions there.
There are two questions that I should have asked earlier that I forgot to. Did this community hav<t
many sons that were sent to the war? That were drafted?

JB: Yes, quite a few.
SV: Did you lose many?

JB: Well, not too bad. We lost them. My sister had four boys and they took them all. Then my
other sister, she had two boys. Of course, the second boy enlisted. I don't know if the first boy
was drafted or not. I don't remember.
SV: Concerning the labor shortage that is generally talked about in the rural communities during
the war, were town people able to help out quite a bit in the labor shortage?

JB: That's right. They did help us a lot in ours, and we got along pretty good here as far as that
part goes. I don't think we suffered too much hardship. For considering being town people. I was
involved quite a bit in the war stuff. So I got around the country quite a little. I was living in

14

town and had more time. And most of them, for being town people, I can't say that they did
sloppy work. As a whole they did pretty damned nice work. At that time there were no combines.
In fact, there weren't any.
SV: There were no combines used in this area?

JB: Not at that time yet.
SV: Did the town labor come in mostly to help during the harvest?

JB: Yes.
SV: There wasn't much need for them other times?

JB:No.
SV: I think you mentioned this yesterday but-I forgot. At the beginning of the war, was there
much--there weren't very many farms out that had electricity at that time. Is that correct?
JB: At the beginning of the war there was none. We didn't have any electricity here until about
Thanksgiving Day in 1941. Yes. We did have electricity. Started the first ones. Got some, about
140 miles. I don't know how many customers along there.
SV: So this is the first farmers that got electricity in 1941.

JB: That's right. And then there was only 141 miles of wire run.
SV: Did you continue to expand the number of farmers that got electricity during the war?

JB: Yes. During the war they put this unit system in. A cow was one unit, so many pigs are a
unit. Every unit brought you a hundred feet ofline, see. So if you could bring twenty-five units
in, well hell, they could come twenty-five hundred feet in. So we used that quite a bit. So quite a
few people---at that time there was more cattle and there was more hogs and all that stuff raised
around here. Now, of course, you might say it's ninety-five percent grain farming. We just got a
few cows and a few cattle feeders. Otherwise everything is grain farming.
SV: By the end of the war then, would you say that there were quite a few farmers in the area
that had electricity?

JB: Yes. Had quite a bit. We had a manager there. He was quite a go-getter. I kind of was
kidding him. You know, I was out with him quite a bit. I said, "How is that? You're doing
danged good. Getting a lot." He said, "The old saying always holds true. The squeaky wheel gets
the grease." So he just went down to the big wheels and squawked and he got pretty damned
good! [Chuckles) Oh, yes. If you keep your mouth shut, you get passed over. You have to talk
up.
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SV: I'd like to talk about the morale boosting activities that went on in many communities in this
area during the war. Were there things like parades and rallies, that type of thing, in this area?
JB: No! We didn't have any of that stuffl But we did have blood things see, and they didn't take
blood here. You had to go to Willmar.
SV: This is the Red Cross?
JB: Yes. We had to go down with the bus. So go to Willmar, then you went out and recruited
fellows. We went out to see in person if they would go. Wheaton and Dumont went. Wheaton
was very sparsely represented that one particular time. So we went down. Some of the people
down there they sat around there. Hell, they thought doomsday had come. Just like the end of the
world had come. And of course, we laughed and joked and we had a hell of a good time. Then
Sjobeck, his name was Sjobeck, we used to call him "Sawbones." He ran our meat plant here, the
butchering plant. We had kind of a pretty elderly nurse that took our blood pressure and stuff and
she said, "What's your name?" So we packed up Sawbones. [Laughing] She said, "Its no wonder
you act like that with a name like that!" But we enjoyed ourselves.

And so we were in Willmar. The first chairman, he had a bottle of whiskey along. So after a
while we get out. He gave us a drink behind the thing there. So we ate that time in Willmar but
the next time we drove through Benson. Before we got to Benson they had some extra chairs on
top of the bus in case we got loaded. But we didn't need them. And we lost one. One of the
chairs fell off. So the County Commissioner (he's dead now) Roy Hofschulte, you've probably
heard of his name--and so we get out to get it and then his brother-in-law was sitting in the front
seat and I was in the second to the front. So while he was right out and of course I was out, too.
He was standing there alongside the road at the edge where the grass was. Pretty soon, plunk! He
went right down. He opened his eyes, got up. Pretty soon, plunk! He was right down again. And
a woman got out of the bus, so his eyes opened up. She said, "You better lay a little while."
[Laughs] So we got him to lay a little while.
About then, this same woman, you know-then we stopped at Benson to have our dinner. There
was thirty-two of us. And we were toward the last to get served and the first one was done
eating. That's the day when President Roosevelt died. I'm a Democrat, and the storekeeper was a
strong Republican. So he was one of the first one served. So we just got out-we had steak. He
came by and said, "What are you fellows going to do now?" He says, "You lost your man." Of
course, he walked right out then. Then the woman (that woman I guess was standing), she fell
down the stairwell! She wanted her corset taken off. [Laughing] Of course, you wouldn't do that
out in the open there.
So we got into the bus again. And then, I don't know who it was, the chairman or what--so we
stopped in Morris and bought a quart of whiskey. So we had some drinks. Of course, you
couldn't give the driver anything. That same man, Sawbones here, he was taking a few drinks
and he had adopted a baby. Him and my neighbor. He was my partner. I was trustee in church
with him for twenty-two years. And so [unclear], he turns to Sjobeck, he took a couple slugs of
whiskey, and says, "Aren't you going to be in trouble when you get home?" "Well," he said, "If I
can put the kid to bed I'm all right." [Laughs] So we had a lot of fun. We enjoyed ourselves.
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sv: Did this program of busing to give blood---did this run for most of th~ war?
JB: Yes. We went a number of times down there. Then after a while I guess they got it up here.
We could go up here. For a while we had to go to Willmar. That was during wartime.
SV: Do you recall ever having discussion groups around here or home classes on things like
canning or mechanics?

JB: No. I don't think we ever had any. All our people here, I don't think there was any of them.
Especially the old mothers and stuff----they all raised gardens. Everyone had a garden. They
could can. They didn't have to have anything like that. And they were glad to do a little of that
because some of that stuff was rationed and you couldn't get it. You raised a garden and you had
it.
SV: The reason I asked was I know in some counties the Extension Office of the county
held-what seemed especially popular were classes on steam canning over the old hot-tub style.
But they weren't held in this area?

JB: No. No, we didn't have anything steam. We had the hot bath. We had one, you put in seven
quarts. It's a hot bath. Steam. As much as I know, that was pretty rare around here. But we did
have a bunch of these hot bath ones. I know my wife did. Seven quarts in it. And sometimes you
used a washboard and you put about thirteen quarts in there.
SV: Did this community have many community organizations like commercial clubs? For
instance, the Farm Bureau, farm organizations, 4-H, PTA, those types of things?

JB: Oh, we had 4-H and stuff. That was always there, but we didn't have anything special for the
war effort, as far as I can remember. But we always had 4-H. Yeah, all the time. See, we had a
county agent here. Our county, I think, was the first county in the state of Minnesota to have a
county agent. I think he came here about 1912. I don't know. I don't just remember now. It was a
long time ago.
SV: Did the community organizations that were traditionally here (like the 4-H) do any special
programs that you know of for the war?

JB: No.
SV: Again, one thing that I neglected to ask at the proper time. When we were talking about
labor shortage, you mentioned to me yesterday that I think it was your brother-in-law that had
German prisoners of war working on his farm?

JB: Yes.
SV: Would you tell me again where his farm was located?
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JB: Yes. It's about, let's see---you go east here. See we have a fraction second here. It's three
miles east here but it's a hundred and twelve routes more. Then you go another mile. Then you
go two miles north. Then you're at the southwest comer of the farm. Then you tum east onefourth of a mile and then you drive in the driveway.
He told me he took the boys into the house and gave them lunches and cold drinks. He didn't tell
the supervisor. He'd take against it. Of course, there's two ways oflooking at that. Them people,
you didn't know what kind of people you dealt with. What if they'd attacked him or something?
But they didn't as far as that part goes. He wasn't supposed to take them into the house.
SV: Do you know about how many people he had working over there?

JB: I really don't know how many he had.
SV: But they did--but from wherever they came from, they sent along like a guard with them?

JB: Oh, sure. A supervisor, whatever you call it.
SV: Do you remember ever hearing where the people were stationed? Where they-?

JB: No, I do not. I never asked him if he knew where they came from or not. He's still living.
We're going to celebrate his sixtieth wedding anniversary in January.
SV: What's his name?

JB: Fred Didio. D-I-D-L-O.
SV: And he's living in Wheaton now?

JB: Yes, west side of the tracks. A little bit towards the grain bins there. There's still some grain
bins there.
SV: Do you know of any kind of traditional community activities that were interrupted because
of the war? For instance, the county fair or any community celebrations that were usually held
that weren't held because of the war?

JB: I don't know if our county fair was held up. I know it wasn't held up in 1942. The reason
why I know thi's--see, my brother down in Oklahoma, went down and he came to the States in
March of 1942. March or April. So I and my wife and my sister (who was his twin) went out to
visit him in Seattle.
[Tape interruption]

JB: ... at the time I couldn't say. But I know we had one in 1942 on account ofhe was here and
he was on the grandstand. He was questioned out from the president of the board. He asked him
a few questions. Had his uniform on.
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SV: Also I wanted to ask you about the war bond drives. I believe that you m_entioned the other
day that you were active in some of the drives. In studying Stevens County I found that there was
a short period, kind of early in the war, when the State sent in outside people to help with the war
bond drives. Did that ever happen, to your knowledge, in this area?
JB: We never had an outside person here as far as our--1 think we had either two or three towns.
We had the village here and Kroke and Dalaman. Maybe that was all that we had. But we never
had an outsider.

SV: Did people usually pledge to buy a certain amount or did they pledge to buy as much as they
could?
JB: Well, I don't know if you know how this thing was operated. We were the ones to set up the
quotas.

SV: For individuals? Oh, I didn't realize that.
JB: Oh, yes.

SV: How did you-?
JB: Ifwe figured if a man was the kind who had some money we'd raise him a little. You know,
we were the ones that set the quotas. They didn't have too much to say but they could turn us
down. Or they could take whatever amount they wanted to. But we set the quotas.

SV: But you would approach them with--?
JB: We approached them and said how much we wanted. But we had set it.

SV: In talking with the fellow in Stevens County, he had mentioned that not only-he had
mentioned the option of signing up for a certain amount like that.
JB: Yes.

SV: But he'd also mentioned the option of instead signing up for as much as he could afford.
There was no amount, but it just said, "I wilt'buy as much as I can afford." Was that a popular
option around here?
JB: No. No, as a general rule either they took what we asked from them or else they probably
reduced it and that was it. I don't think we ever got anything that they would buy what they can't
afford. Well, indirectly, yes. I'll take that back. I said yesterday, a man that got that building for
feed for $350 interest. He was the one that said, "I would buy some, but I've got this $700 bill
hanging over me for the government for feed and interest." But as a whole it was like I said
before, we more or less set the quotas.
SV: Were the bond drives pretty well received in the community? Did people--?
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JB: As a whole it was pretty well received. I think as a whole we did pretty good.
SV: Did you generally meet or come pretty close to meeting your quotas?

JB: At that time we didn't have really quotas yet. Not that I know. I can't remember that we had
a set quota. But we did pretty good as a whole. I know the banker one time, he kind of gave me a
little cane. He's dead now, too. Of course, I was a man living in town here. I could borrow
money for six percent. A man that wasn't as good had to pay eight. So he kind of gave me a little
dickens. He says, "You borrow money at six percent and buy bonds. Some fellows would charge
eight." He said, "Mister, let me tell you a thing." [Speaking with a heavy accent] "I'm buying
bonds and I borrowed this money to buy these bonds and I'm getting three and seventy-five
hundred percent for them. I didn't have no money at that time until my crop came in later on. But
I bought bonds. I was on the drive." He didn't say another word. So I'm more patriotic than he
was. Yes, I bought bonds and I borrowed money to buy them. Later on, I had quite a few bonds.
SV: There were a number of other programs throughout the country that were run at a
community level. Were Victory Gardens popular here or did they-?

JB: No. We didn't need that here on account, like I said before, everybody had a garden years
ago, you know. There was no such thing. Of course, nowadays there's an awful lot of people that
don't even raise their own potatoes anymore.
SV: Speaking of rationing in general, was it very much of a burden on the community, do you
think?

JB: I don't think so. Like the farmers. They were in good shape. The only thing is, they couldn't
have as much sweets as they wanted. But as far as their meat and butter and cream and stuff like
milk, they were on top of the world.
SV: Because they could produce their own.

JB: Yes. You could produce your own meat, alrighty then. The only thing lacked was sweets and
stuff like that. They had to cut down sugar and stuff like that. So in town, as far as that part goes,
it didn't bother us too much in the community where we lived. Like I said, we--at that time you
might say everyone had a garden. Perhaps we had three lots out here. Right across.
SV: Did you hear of any black market activity in the area connected with the rationing?

JB: No, I didn't. There could have been some that I don't know of. You see, I just went l!P there
and attended our meetings and stuff. Of course, this had nothing to do with that. My brother, a
banker, he lived in Moose Lake and came to hunt here. Of course they tried all kinds of stunts to
get gas and stuff like that.
So he stopped at Swanville. Of course, he had awful poor tires, I will say that ofmy brother. He
lived in Grand Rapids at the time. So he stopped at Swanville to get some gas. So he said to the
man, he says-it's quite a Catholic community there, you know-he says, "Can I get gas without
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stamps?" The man, he got kind of riled up. He says, "What do you think I am?" And he had a
lumberman sitting in the backseat and [unclear] there's four or five of them come. They all come
pheasant hunting here. So my brother turned over to the man in the backseat, "Father, I guess
we're out ofluck." "You've got a Father in here?" "Yes." He says, "Where's your credentials?"
Of course, what could he do? He grabbed for his pocket. "Well, that's all right," he says. "Okay
Padre." He had no more credentials than the man in the moon! And then he said to them, "Well,
if you get in trouble on the way back, stop here and I'll try and help you out." [Laughing] So we
all called the man Father when he was here. Bought his tires from that poor old man. He hardly
had any rubber on any of them.

SV: I suppose most peoples' tires were pretty poor during the war. Between that and the gas
·
rationing did that really cut down on your travel quite a bit?
JB: Oh, yes. You couldn't--like I said yesterday, I only had a four-gallon coupon. Of course my
renter, the farmers, got all the gas they needed. And so he said, "Jake, if you get in trouble I'll
help you." I said, "Tony, I don't want any." I said, "I'm watched." I said, "I could deny ninety
percent of the people. And if I tear around very much in my car at all, that damned hound who
works in the office upstairs will stuff his pockets full of gas coupons." So I had to be careful.
You had to deny an awful lot of people.
SV: In general, how did price controls affect the community? First of all, ifl understand it
correctly, were there price controls on the produce and stuff that people would buy in stores?

JB: Yes. We had a girl there. She was from Massachusetts. Boston Blackie we called her. And in
reality she was a spy. She'd go in stores. Stores had to have everything listed. Then she'd check
the stuff to see if it stayed in the guidelines. In reality, she was a spy.
SV: She worked for the government?

JB: She was a clerk for us but at the same time she took care of that information for us.
SV: Was it general knowledge that that's what she was or did she try and cover it up?
JB: Well, I really don't know how she did it when she did this work. I had to laugh a long time,
you know. Of course, this had nothing to do with [unclear].
[Unclear] (he lives second house to me here) as a flier. A lot of crops were in and of course when
the war broke out the army was short of experienced fliers. So he wasn't in the service so they
hired him. He went down to Kansas to teach these students to fly. So when they had enough
students there, then they let him go and he came back then.
One day, Sunday morning, I got my Sunday paper and, "Well," he says, "I got my gas coupons
but I'm not moving into the house." He was going to move out of a house on the other part of
town. Going to move into a house over here where the road man had lived in and he was gone to
Minneapolis. He was going to move upstairs there. And I thought, "How in the hell did he get
gas coupons and he never appeared before the board?" So he got it from the woman [unclear].
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But he filled up a barrel and he lived with his mother-in-law and father-in-law until he had a
place to go into. Right here in town. They filled up a barrel. Fifty gallons.
Then I had to make a new list out for the place he was going to move in over here (the end house
here). I made the new list out and I said to this Boston Blackie (of course I didn't call her that) I
said, "Take off fifty gallons." She says, "I can't do that." Well, of course she couldn't. She was a
clerk. I said, "Give it to me, I'll take care of it." Why in the hell should he have fifty gallons
extra? He had fifty gallons he never used. So I took [it] off. Of course, she wasn't allowed to do
it. I could. I said, "I'll take care ofit."
SV: This woman who checked these prices and was a clerk for you. She wasn't a native of this
town then?
JB: No. She came from Massachusetts.

· SV: And she came just during the war?
JB: Yes.

SV: Did she leave after the war?
JB: As far as I know, yes. She was a young girl, young lady. She had awfully black hair. That's
why I called her Boston Blackie. [Chuckles]

SV: The Draft Board, of course, and their program of deferments was another thing that affected
the communities very much during the war. Were there any hard feelings about the imbalance,
the different qualifications for agriculture and for town people?
JB: Well, there were some remarks made that the money was passed. Well, I knew the three
members of the Draft Board and I'm sure none of them took money. I know my neighbor didn't
take money. Cripes Almighty, when the thing was over with, he was still mortgaged. He had a
[unclear] mortgage on himself so perhaps he couldn't get any money. And I thought, "Why in
the hell didn't he pay his debts off?" One man told me, "Pay so much off." I said, "You fellows
better be a little careful. They got a hard job to handle. You might be called up someday to prove
some of these statements." I wouldn't stand for it. I'm sure our Draft Board did not take any
money. Mr. Putman from Pinta and Smith from on the lake. Frank Kroehler my neighbor. I'm
sure none of those fellows took any money.
SV: So you think that the program was administered very--?
JB: A little hard feelings, on account of farm boys got exempted so much and the town boys had
to go. That created quite hard feelings.

SV: But it seemed like they were going pretty much--?
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JB: Yes. Your guys went. What in the hell could you do? They wanted food. I got exempted
[from] the First World War on account of food. I wouldn't of--but of course at that time they
didn't draft many on account it was only a year and a half and going. There was about two-dozen
that already went right away and thought, "Oh well, I'll go and fight the Kaiser."
SV: These hard feelings that you mentioned, did they tend to carry over after the war was_over or
did everybody just kind of forget?

JB: I think they got forgotten. Of course, I don't know too much about it. But I know a little. Not
too much on account I didn't have anybody in the-we had no children. No, I never heard
anything afterwards no more.
SV: One other area of community life that seemed to be heavily affected by the war in most
places was the amount of work that women did outside of the home during the war. You've
already mentioned the chicken processing plant in Wheaton. Was there other--besides that?

JB: No. We didn't have any war stuff here whatsoever. Wheaton is the biggest town of course,
but we had no place where you did any war stuff, war work or anything outside of that.
SV: The chicken plant.

JB: The chicken plant there. Otherwise there wasn't one thing that there was stuff done for the
war.
SV: Did women seem to be doing more work in agriculture during the war?

JB: Oh yes, some did. Even the first year I was married my wife drove a team and raked hay.
The neighbors watched. She drove quite a bit.

SV: Yes. But did they seem to be doing more ofit during World War II?
JB: Yes. They helped out too, some. As much as they could.

SV: After the war was over?
JB: Of course, that passed out of the picture then.
SV: These women went back to whatever they'd been doing before?

JB: Yes. See at that time there was no work for girls or anything like that. If you needed a girl
for help, hell, you could go over to your neighbor and get a girl to help. Had no problem
whatsoever. Now you can't hire a girl anymore. Just can't get anybody.
SV: That leads to one other question about groups of people that were employed during the war.
I've heard from some people that young boys, well, not young boys, but from fourteen to maybe
seventeen year old boys were used quite a bit more in agricultural work, especially during the
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war. That even town boys of that age were hired out to agriculture quite a bit more. Was there
much of that around here?
JB: Of course, boys who get to be seventeen years old, if you have to be out on the fann---at that
time there was hardly-not very many tractors and stuff around. Just horse farming. They knew
that. A kid sixteen, seventeen years old. My nephew worked for me nine years. He started
working for me after he got eighth grade school. He worked for twenty-five cents a day. In the
fall and the next year he worked all year for fifty cents a day. And I scraped up a hundred dollars
to give to his parents, they were so poor. He worked all summer. Like I'd tell him, "Work off the
damned hundred dollars." He got twenty-five cents a week for spending money. Well, you could
tell some of these young people that nowadays, they think you're senile, ready to go to Fergus
Falls. In fact, I couldn't sell five gallons of cream for five gallons of gas.

SV: I'm not sure I understand that.
JB: Eleven cents a pound for butterfat. Six, seven cents for a dozen eggs. Sold chicken for six
cents a pound. Sold a steer for two dollars and twenty-five cents a hundred. Sold a sow, five
hundred pound sow, I got six dollars and twenty-five cents. You tell some of these people that
nowadays and they think you're loony in the head.
SV: As far as young men fourteen to seventeen being employed in agriculture during the war,
did it seem to be more than was normal?
JB: As a general rule, we were putting our-{it's a] different story than nowadays. We lost
pretty near fifty percent of our farm places in our county.

SV: You lost them before the war?
JB: No. At that time we didn't lose too many. But you see, those boys all left the farm. You
know, when I started farming I was ten and a half years old. Everything was three-horses
then-three-horse drag, three-horse binders, six foot cut. Me and my mother cut the grain. She
had a binder and I had a binder. And the minor stuff I could take care of. But if anything big
came they had to help us out. Then cutting. Then all three shocked. We set up the three center
bundles and I set up three on a side and mother set up three on the other side. My sister was
home taking care of the young kids and she'd go out in the trees and break some branches up and
have some dry branches. Mother would make us a little bit to eat and out we'd go. [Chuckles]

SV: So even in a small rural community like this there seemed to be a lot of programs (a lot of
war related programs): the bond drives, the salvage drives, the blood thing. In general, did people
feel that they were making important contributions to the war? Did people feel that they were
giving vital material to the war effort? Or did it seem more like these efforts were designed to
keep people in the war spirit or give them a sense of involvement?
JB: I don't know. I went around recruiting like for blood drives and stuff like that earlier, you
know. And as a whole I got good cooperation. And, ifl may bring this in, I did a lot of sealing
for the government. I sealed for four years. Took care of the north half of Traverse County. And
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I never found a bin emptied. Never. I did find sometimes they sometimes took out seed grain in
the spring. We got authorization. They're supposed to ask the county committee and pay that if
they want to, a hundred bucks a seal. I did find some of those bins where they used some grain
out of the bin. But I never found-and, even if I say this myself, I did a lot of sealing for four
years for the government and there's only one place I had to go back. A man was dissatisfied
with his measurement. I measured soybeans. I had to go back and re-measure his bin. That's the
only bin I had to re-measure. So I got along good with people. I like people. And I'd go around.
There were lots. I never ran into a person that was owly, snarly or stuff like that.
I only had a little trouble with one man one time. Indirectly it was my fault. He needed the
money pretty bad and he didn't have a canvas on his comcrib, see. So I sealed it without the
thing being covered. Her~ it went about two weeks and I still didn't have a cover on this thing.
And I got a little bit riled up. So I went and I had a talk with him once or twice before. So I went
in again. I said, "Mister, I said I want a cover on that thing." I said, "I didn't do the right thing. If
you don't get that cover on I'll report you. I was at fault myself. I'll take my share of the blame."
Two days later it was there. By damn, he had it done. But that's the only damned time I sealed a
bin without having it in what it called for. If they've got the seal and they've got the money, you
haven't got any lever anymore. Your lever is gone. That's the only one. But then, by God, I said,
"I'll take my share of the blame." By two days he had it on.
SV: The problems that arose for people in communities during the war, the problems that were
faced by town people and the problems that were faced by people living on farms seem a little bit
different during the war for some things. For instance, the farm people had the labor shortage.
The farm people---there were differences in the rationing guidelines. There were differences in
the draft deferment guidelines. The farm people also had their produce out there to live off of. So
there were a number of differences like these. What I'm wondering is whether this caused any
problems in general? Or was there good community spirit across the town?

JB: As a whole, maybe the main thing was on the draft. On account of the town people had to
furnish the cannon fodder where the farm people got quite a ways by with it. That's one. But
otherwise as far as labor and stuff goes--see, at that time the families were all bigger. So most of
them had young boys. They could help. They even had women [and] girls that would work. I was
down with a man. She came atop the grainer. A girl there. Hell, one time I came home and she
was pitching manure out of the barn. He had mostly girls. She was a strong girl. Oh, she could
handle that stuff. So we weren't bothered too much as far as shortage oflabor.. Most of them had
their own labor.
SV: And there weren't many town-farm disputes outside of the draft then?

JB: No. No. We didn't have any of that, that I can remember. But I know there was some feeling
on this that the town people had to furnish the cannon fodder and the farmers got away with quite
a bit and they made money. The boys came home from service and, you know, they didn't get
much. My brother was over there in Seattle in March or June 1942. He said he had to cash in a
twenty-five dollar bond every month to make both ends meet. With the boys at home they made
money hand over fist. Good crops and good prices.
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SV: After the war was over it seems like there was quite a bit of community involvement in
things that people normally don't get involved with on a large scale during the war. There was
community involvement in things like the going to give blood and on the bond drives, things like
this. People were quite active. Did you find that that activity carried through after the war or did
things kind of go back to normal?
JB: Well, we only had one bond drive after the war was over. And it was a Victory Bond Drive.
Otherwise there was no more bond drives as a whole for a while. And the blood, of course, they
come every so often. Of course, that all died down too after we met each one individually. You
just put a call out and as a general rule they'd get quite a few volunteers. We didn't go out
anymore and ask them.

SV: Did people seem to be more interested in being involved in local and county government
after the war than they had been before the war? Was there more government interest?
JB: Oh, I wouldn't know. I don't think so.

SV: You mentioned that you yourself are a Democrat.
JB: Yes.
SV: Was the town pretty well united in its political feelings before the war? Was this pretty
much a Democrat town or-?
JB: We are pretty much of a Democrat county. Yes, pretty much of a Democrat county.

SV: And it was that way before the war too? I see. And so was FDR pretty popular around here
then?
JB: Oh, yes. I saw FDR.

SV: When and where?
JB: Breckenridge. Came through with a train in the early 1930s. I saw John F. Kennedy, too. He
was down in Sioux Falls at this farm rally. Nixon was there the day before and then he spoke the
next day. That was before he was elected. I saw both of the presidents.

SV: You mentioned that the community sent a number of boys to war. When it was all over with
and they came back, how well did they readjust to civilian life? Was it hard in general, do you
think?
[Tape interruption]
SV: Were there any community programs to help with them readjusting that you know of?
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JB: No. See, my two nephews, they worked for a man, Harry Frisch. You've probably heard of
him.
SV: Yes.
JB: He's about a triple millionaire now. He bought a lot of cheap land. Of course, I could have
been a millionaire myself if I'd listened to my banker, Mr. Storm. Bought some of that cheap
land. So his mother-in-law, Mrs. Burke, she made the remark to me that he made money for
these boys. Well that was not true, for this reason: you could rent all the land you wanted to. So
you rent a quarter of land and give each boy a quarter of land. But they had to furnish the seed
and the gas and oil. At that time we could get the gas and oil for a quarter for about three or four
dollars an acre. They got two turns of the crop and you wouldn't charge them anything for
machinery.

Well now if they went in to pay the crop, they wouldn't have a son of a bastarding thing. I
shouldn't say that. And he'd had his help for nothing. He just rented a piece of land. I had a
hundred acres of land out east. So my nephew came over to me and said, "[unclear] said we can
have that hundred acres." And of course I didn't just trust him too far on that line. So he
happened to be working at that place here. The boy was talking to me he says that hundred acres
of mine. "Yes," I said. I figured probably the price would go down a little bit." Anyway, I had a
farm. Said, "The acres are at hand. What is a hundred acres more or less?" He says, "I'll handle
that. I ain't going to say you're going to be first. I ain't going to say you're going to be last. It's
going to be handled right through the mill." Which he did. And they got the hundred acres. They
each got fifty acres extra. But like I said before, they had no crops. Didn't cost them a nickel.
He had his cousin working for him. And he came home from service and he wanted to give him
the same deal. He had three children. He says, "I can't do that. What ifl don't get nothing?" So
he worked for a salary. But we had good crops and good prices. The boys made money. No
question about it. Hell, it didn't cost them nothing. You just rented another half section more. It
was a good deal for him and a good deal for the boys, the way it turned out.
SV: There's only a couple of questions that I had left. They concern some world issues that came
up right at the end of the war, and I was interested to the community reaction to these. How did
this community and you yourself perceive the Soviet Union while we were fighting? While they
were Allies with us during the war before the split of Germany? Were they seen as holding their
share, if you will?
JB: I don't know the other people. Well, Stalin double-crossed us. Our men or our president-of
course, our president wasn't in shape. I saw a picture of him. Hell, he was conked as old Billy
Hell, you know. He was a sick man.

SV: FDR, you mean?
JB: Damn right. You should see a picture of him. They never showed him. He never went out
campaigning. Hell, he was a very sick man. He should never been allowed. General Patton got
stopped, the way I understand it and had to let the Russians come in.
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SV: Into Germany.
JB: [Emphatic] That's right. And they should never have cut us out from Berlin. That should
never have been allowed. My nephew worked for me nine years. He was a prisoner of war for
fifteen months. But the Russians released him. They overran the prison camp. He was over on
the Baltic Sea north of Berlin against the ocean. But I myself was very disappointed that we--we
could have walked into Berlin. We were there first. Our army was held back, the way I
understand it.

SV: What were your feelings toward the proposal for setting up the United Nations?
JB: Well, at that time I didn't pay too much attention. Ifwe followed the rules, what it's set up
for, I think it's a good deal. But most of the time you know, it doesn't go that way. I was in
Morris one time. No. I was in the cities at the Fanny Fanner candy store, bought a box of candy.
And here was a soldier boy in there. And General Patton was in there. Blood and guts. And oh,
man! If you would have said a word against General Patton, man, I think he'd slug you. [The
soldier] thought he was just it. Yes. He thought that he was just it. I guess [Patton] was a good
general.

SV: That's all the questions that I have down on the paper or anything else. If there's anything
else that you'd like to add, anything that you think has been ignored that shouldn't have or
anything like that, you're certainly welcome to [respond].
JB: Well, in our community here, outside the draft, the people that had to give up their boys,
they were the ones that were hurt. But otherwise, as far as the war went, we were sitting on top
of the world. We had good crops and had good prices. Those fellows that didn't have any interest
in that hurt you. We made money hand over fist. A lot of people were happy on account of they
made money. Of course, those people that had to give their boys, especially those that came
home crippled or never made it at all of course, it was a differe.n t story.

Luckily, my sister's boys all came home safely. And none of them got crippled. My sister-in-law
had two boys in the service. One, he got wounded in the shoulder. He got a crease in the shoulder
but it didn't hit the bone. He was a paratrooper. He was captured and they had a bunch of them
and they put them in an old cellar. The stone, the mortar was pretty soft. And I don't know if
they kept a knife or a fork or something. [The guards] hadn't returned after [going] to get
something to eat. They had them down in there. Finally they dislodged some of the stones. They
said they wore out their uniforms out crawling on their bellies. They got away from them. Yes,
they got away from them.
SV: Well, I certainly thank you for the interview. It's been a good one.
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