Ruth Storlie Rosten
Narrator
David Ripley
Interviewer
August 15, 1980
Ruth Storlie Rosten's Home
Glenwood, Minnesota

DR: Mrs. Rosten was born on March 22, 1894 in Spring Grove, Minnesota. Her father's name
was Knute Storlie. Her mother's name was Ingabor Storlie and her mother's maiden name was
Narveson. The occupation of both her husband and herself and her parents was farming. During
the 1940s at least, Mrs. Rosten belonged to the women's auxiliary of the VFW. She has been a
lifelong member of the Indherred Lutheran Church right outside of Starbuck and up until 1942
Mrs. Rosten was an active member of the 4-H. She's had two sons in the service [Clifford and
Ernest], which she talks about later in the interview. I came across Mrs. Rosten's name in the
Extension Reports for 1942 from Pope County and she was mentioned as being, I believe, vice
president of the 4-H for Pope County.

First of all, I'd like to talk a little bit about where you were born.
RR: I was born in Spring Grove, Minnesota.
DR: That 's south of here?
RR: It's in the southern part of the state. Southeastern part of the state.
DR: And you're Scandinavian, is that right?
RR: Yes.
DR: When did your folks come from there?
RR: Well, my father--neither of my parents were born in Norway. My father was born in
Wisconsin and I think my mother was born in Spring Grove.
DR: Do you remember that your folks kept ties with anybody back there? Did they write at all
with the family back home? In the old country?
RR: Well, you see they weren't born in Norway, so they didn't have anything to do with keeping
track.
DR: Okay. What was your father's occupation? He was a farmer?

DR: That was at a rural school?

We went through that four years and just didn't get any crop, you know. So we just had to--I
think three years we didn't have our binder out. If it was anything at all, why, we had to cut it for
hay for the cattle. But there was nothing. There was tumbleweeds rolling around and they picked
them up. I tell you, it was some tough years. They brought hay and they hauled in from I don't
know just where in bales. Very poor hay. Paid a big price for it. That was government stuff, you
know. And they told us this, a lot of them said, "You don't need to pay for that. You can just go
and apply for it." Like heck! We have to pay when it's government stuff. You paid for it later!
So it was some tough years, I tell you. Prices were so poor. Eggs were about six cents a dozen
and cream, well, about twelve, thirteen [cents]. What could you buy with---of course, things
weren't as high then as they are now for things. But they were high enough for that when you
didn't get any price for what you had to sell. So they were some tough years. Sure. But you
managed to live through it, I guess.

RR: No. Right in Spring Grove. Public school. We belonged in the Spring Grove district.

DR: Were most people in the same predicament? Most farmers?

DR: You were farming yourself in 1941, is that right?

RR: Well, most everybody. They all were out trying to scratch up hay. You see these big canes
in the sluice here. They go out and they'd cut that down. That wasn't much for milk cows. But
they'd eat it because they were so hungry. But everybody was in the same [predicament] just
about.

RR: He was a farmer, yes. He owned quite a good-sized farm in Spring Grove. Yes.
DR: Is that farm still in the family?
RR: Yes. My brother has it. Well, my real mother passed away when I was two years old. So my
father was remarried after four years.
DR: What kind of education did you receive?
RR: Oh, I just had eighth grade education.

RR: Yes. We bought the farm. My husband [Peder Rosten] died in 1939 and then we had one
year, that year of 1939 to free-it's like say, to redeem it or some way they call it. You have one
year free and then you have a chance to buy it back. After one year. So we bought it in 1940 or
1941. I could have looked it up, too. One of the years that I bought it back. See, Rural Credit
owned so many farms around here and we paid a pretty good price for it when we bought the
land and then my husband got sick. Was sick for two years with cancer and he died in 1939. So
they came and asked if we thought I could manage to buy it back. Well, all I had was a young
son at home. Well the boys--that's right. The two other boys were home too at that time.
Because they didn't go into service until 1942.

We got a chance. We got a contact-let's see now. What was his name in Glenwood that was
representative from this district? We got him t9 help us. And the Rural Credit had a substation in
Benson for Rural Credit and one in St. Paul. So we went to Benson and told them how much I
could pay. Well, they had a price for it, of course. But they reduced it so much that they asked if
I thought that I could take it over with that. And I said, "Well, I'd like to have a home." So he
said, "Well, say what you think you could pay." I don't remember. I think they cut it way down
until we paid $9,000 for it and that was 117 acres. Land wasn't worth that much at that time, you
know.

DR: Did you have cows, like dairy?
RR: No. Well, we just had about ten, twelve milk cows. Then some young stock. Oh, we didn't
have these here big dairies like they have now. I don't think there was very many except these
that had milk routes that did that. Now, of course, everybody has these big [dairies]. Big tanks
come and pick it up. We didn't have any of that. We had a separator. Pulled that by hand. I don't
know if you know what a separator is. Cream separator.
DR: No, I don't.
RR: I'm sure you don't.
DR: How did you get your stuff to market then? Did you have to drive it into town yourself?
RR: Well, yes. Oh, yes. You could get into town yourself. Oh, sure. We had a car. It was an
older Model T, I suppose. And we got it into town. Go in once a week with it. Got groceries with
it.

And he said, "Well, put down $2,900." And then there was another party that wanted to buy it,
too. They knew it was for sale. So they had gone there and put a bid for $2,800. So this
representative from Glenwood (the time was up on Monday), and he said, "What we're going to
do," (this was Saturday or Friday evening, I think) and he says, "We'll call our last bid in." They
had gotten $2,800. So he says, "We'll call down to St. Paul and we'll put our bid in for $2,700."
And we got there and that's the end. They couldn't get any more bids in then. So I got it for that.
Otherwise they would have gone and bid again and got lower than me again. So that's what I got
it for: $2,700. Which was reasonable, of course, from $9,000. But they were trying to get rid of
the land because they had so many farms around here. So many had bought.

RR: Yes. We brought the eggs and the cream. That's what we bought our groceries for if there
was anything else left over so we could buy with. No, I've said many a time now that I wonder
what these young people would do now if we should get four years like that. I think they'd just,
well, they'd just forget everything and just walk off. Well, they would! They wouldn't know. We
older ones have gone through it. We know what it is. But these young ones, they just buy. I don't
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year, that year of 1939 to free-it's like say, to redeem it or some way they call it. You have one
year free and then you have a chance to buy it back. After one year. So we bought it in 1940 or
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owned so many farms around here and we paid a pretty good price for it when we bought the
land and then my husband got sick. Was sick for two years with cancer and he died in 1939. So
they came and asked if we thought I could manage to buy it back. Well, all I had was a young
son at home. Well the boys---that's right. The two other boys were home too at that time.
Because they didn't go into service until 1942.
We got a chance. We got a contact-let's see now. What was his name in Glenwood that was
representative from this district? We got him t9 help us. And the Rural Credit had a substation in
Benson for Rural Credit and one in St. Paul. So we went to Benson and told them how much I
could pay. Well, they had a price for it, of course. But they reduced it so much that they asked if
I thought that I could take it over with that. And I said, "Well, I'd like to have a home." So he
said, "Well, say what you think you could pay." I don't remember. I think they cut it way down
until we paid $9,000 for it and that was 117 acres. Land wasn't worth that much at that time, you
know.
And he said, "Well, put down $2,900." And then there was another party that wanted to buy it,
too. They knew it was for sale. So they had gone there and put a bid for $2,800. So this
representative from Glenwood (the time was up on Monday), and he said, "What we're going to
do," (this was Saturday or Friday evening, I think) and he says, "We'll call our last bid in." They
had gotten $2,800. So he says, "We'll call down to St. Paul and we'll put our bid in for $2,700."
And we got there and that's the end. They couldn't get any more bids in then. So I got it for that.
Otherwise they would have gone and bid again and got lower than me again. So that's what I got
it for: $2,700. Which was reasonable, of course, from $9,000. But they were trying to get rid of
the land because they had so many farms around here. So many had bought.

2

DR: Did you have cows, like dairy?
RR: No. Well, we just had about ten, twelve milk cows. Then some young stock. Oh, we didn't
have these here big dairies like they have now. I don't think there was very many except these
that had milk routes that did that. Now, of course, everybody has these big [dairies]. Big tanks
come and pick it up. We didn't have any of that. We had a separator. Pulled that by hand. I don't
know if you know what a separator is. Cream separator.
DR: No, I don't.
RR: I'm sure you don't.
DR: How did you get your stuff to market then? Did you have to drive it into town yourself?
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say that you're in that prediction. I mean you're younger so you know. But I really don't know
what they would do if they had to go through what we did. Because it was some tough years.
DR: Were you part of any government programs during the Depression years?

we--well, I don't think we bought a tractor until after the war. I'm sure we didn't. It was hard to
buy things until after the war was over. And we couldn't buy a refrigerator. We didn't get lights
until after the war. And we couldn't buy a refrigerator or anything like that. Of course, they
weren't making them, you know.

RR: No.

DR: So then you farmed with four horses?

DR: Like Rural Credit. Now what sort of-is this the Land Bank?

RR: Four horses, yes.

RR: Yes. It's a land-it's a bank. Rural Credit Bank, I suppose, that owned it anyways. We
called it Rural Credit. That's the only thing. But I suppose it was a bank that really that owned it,
I imagine. They came from St. Paul. But they gave so much money to so many farmers around
here and all that. Bought farms. Then, of course, got the four years and they got stuck with those
farms. They went bankrupt, you know.

DR: A young son and yourself?

DR: What other kind of crops did you grow during the--?

RR: We had wheat and oats. Oats for grinding for feed for the cattle. And com. That was the
main thing. Wheat, I know. Oh, I know, once in a while we'd have extra land but usually it was
more for feed and we'd have a little flax but that was very seldom. That's more a cash crop, you
know. The flax was. And if you didn't have a big farm you didn't have too much. You had to
raise for feed and com. Feed for your stock and that.

RR: Yes. I wanted him to finish high school anyways. So he'd harness up the horses in the
morning before he went to school and I knew how to hitch them up to the wagon and I'd go out
there in the fall and pick com until noon. Then I'd tie them up and then I would go in and eat and
untie them and go out and picked in the afternoon until he came home about two-thirty or three.
The principal would let him come home if they could, to help on the farm. And then we'd go out
and pick until evening and then we'd shovel off the load together and we'd be ready for the next
morning again. So that's the way we picked our com. That was the way with hay, too. We didn't
have any hay loader or anything. So he'd harness up the horses and I'd hitch them to a wagon
and go out and put on a load of hay during the afternoon or all through the day, rather. In the
evening he would unload it.
DR: Did you get any help from people in town, for instance, during harvesting time?

DR: Did that change at all during the war?

RR: The way it is now?

RR: No. We didn't have any help. We had-sometimes my husband's brother would come
down and help a little bit. He lived right west ofus. He'd sometimes come and help a little bit.
Not during the war because everybody had enough by themselves. It wasn't much.

DR: No. I mean the--let's say later on, during like 1942 or 1943, did the government ask you to
raise different kinds of crops?

DR: Did the war make things better at all for you?

RR: Well, I can't remember that they did. It seems to me raised about the same that we wanted
to. I can't remember that. We raised mostly-wheat was a cash crop too, you know. And that
grew pretty good. Then we always raised oats for grinding for feed for the cattle. And com for
the hogs that we had. We didn't raise too many hogs but we still had one or two sows and then
they'd have small ones. And it got to be a few.
DR: Did you have any machinery? Before the war, during those bad years, did you have--you
said you had a binder?

RR: Oh, yes. We had a binder and the plow and a disc and all that stuff.
DR: A tractor?

RR: No. No tractor. We didn't have a tractor until, well, it was in 1945. And I suppose
that--now I should remember this, when we bought that tractor. I know my son was so happy to
get that tractor because using four horses all the time ... And I can't remember whether
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RR: The prices got better afterwards. After the war the prices went up so that helped anyway. So
they got pretty good. Well, not like they are now. But anyway, of course they went up, so they
got pretty good prices. We thought anyway. From what they had been during those four years,
you know. That was really nothing.
DR: I would assume that you were making a pretty good living. I mean at least compared to the
years before the war. You were making a decent living during the war?

RR: Oh, yes. We made a living because we got a little better prices so that we--and then, of
course, I had arranged so that I bought the farm back on the twenty-year payment. So I had to
have something to sell spring and fall. And that would take care of the interest and a little bit on
the principal. So that you had to see to, that you had either an animal or some pigs or something
to sell spring and fall.
I always liked sheep. I always tried to talk my husband into buying a few sheep because
everybody that had a few sheep around, they always seemed to think that they got-wool was a
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pretty good price, accordingly. No, he didn't. His two brothers had had sheep and the dogs
always got them. The best of it, you know. They had their sheep too far away from the house.
But we had the pasture closer to the house. So I went out and bought eight ewes from one of my
neighbors not very far from right over here. So we started with sheep and we made a herd. So
every fall we had wool, sheep to sell. We tried to get them in early in the spring so they'd be
pretty good price at the early fall. Because then they're the best price before all of them come in.
Then in the spring, of course, you got the wool to sell and that wasn't too bad, either. So that was
one thing that kind of helped along with the payments on the farm.

DR: Were you able to put any money aside during the war?
RR: Oh, no. We didn't have any money. Not when you didn't have a large farm, you know. And
you had other debts too, since you were in those dry years.

farmers would have some trucks so you could borrow or rent and haul it in. But it was hauled up
to the elevator and you got your money there.

DR: Did you ever know of people that were, let's say, farmers who would trade goods between
each other? Let's say, for instance, if you wanted to get some sheep, you'd just trade something
that somebody else needed from the farm. Maybe if feed was hard to get you'd-?
RR: Well, I don't know. I don't know ifl heard anything about that. I paid for the sheep that I
bought. And I think I paid seven dollars a piece for them. It wasn't very much, you know. That
was the price that they asked for it. Seven dollars a piece. And of course, now they're lots higher
than that. I don't think that I can remember--they probably could have traded, you know, to
get--exchange that way. But I can't just remember.
DR: And you had two older sons who both went in the service, is that correct?

DR: How old was your son during the war?
RR: My youngest one?
DR: The youngest one, yes.
RR: He was twelve when my husband died and the boys would be----he died in June. He was
fourteen, I think, about that time. So he wasn't too old, either. But he was willing to help because
this was a home for him too, you know. He stayed with me until he got married and I think he
was just pretty near thirty years old.
DR: During the war how did you market your crops then? Did it change at all? The way that you
sold your crops?
RR: During the war?
DR: Yes.

RR: Yes. Well, my oldest boy was drafted. My second one didn't have to go in, but you know
how it is. They see their comrades go and he felt like he wanted to go in. And he's said many a
time now, he's said, "I should have stayed home with you." He realizes that now, but you know,
after they get older ... And he said, "I know I should have stayed at home. You do things that
you shouldn't do," he said. Because I was left with that youngest boy, you know. But that's the
way it is, I guess. He went into the Navy, he did.
The oldest boy went and was drafted into the Army. They both were in the worst fighting there
was. I think Ernest was out in the South Pacific on the Ticonderoga, I think was the name of the
big ship. It was bombed so bad. I know he came home. He had never smoked before but he
smoked when he came home then. He got so nervous, you know, from--and the oldest boy was
in Africa, and he worked around the hospital where he picked up-{he was] an ambulance
driver, so they picked up the hurt. He said he rolled down the fenders of the big trucks so that
they wouldn't see them. Sometimes bombs would fly around them. He had picked up a lot of his
own comrades he went over there with. Kind oftough duty.

DR: Did either of them get hurt?
RR: Well, they got better prices during the war, of course. They went up. From what they were
in the 1930s, you know. I mean they got better. I can't recall exactly what we got exactly. They
improved so that they got better.
DR: I was wondering where, like how you sold your stuff.
RR: We took them to the elevator in Glenwood.
DR: Is that the same way that you did it before the war in the 1930s?
RR: Oh, yes. Same thing. Took it to the elevator. That's the only way that you--they didn't have
trucks that come in so much. Much of the time, I suppose, when the crop wasn't so big, they put
it in sacks for a while. Because at first it wasn't too much. But after a while, of course, some
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RR: No. Neither of them were hurt. No. They went in 1942 and came back in 1945 when the war
was over. Ernest that was in the Navy, he got to Japan just when they were ready for--he said,
"If the war hadn't been over [then and] there, I don't think there would have been any of us
alive." Because they had-they saw the traps they put up for them there. You know, the Japanese
were ready for them. But then the war was over.
DR: Tell me, how did you feel when both sons left like that?
RR: How did I feel?
DR: Yes.

7

pretty good price, accordingly. No, he didn't. His two brothers had had sheep and the dogs
always got them. The best of it, you know. They had their sheep too far away from the house.
But we had the pasture closer to the house. So I went out and bought eight ewes from one of my
neighbors not very far from right over here. So we started with sheep and we made a herd. So
every fall we had wool, sheep to sell. We tried to get them in early in the spring so they'd be
pretty good price at the early fall. Because then they're the best price before all of them come in.
Then in the spring, of course, you got the wool to sell and that wasn't too bad, either. So that was
one thing that kind of helped along with the payments on the farm.
DR: Were you able to put any money aside during the war?

RR: Oh, no. We didn't have any money. Not when you didn't have a large farm, you know. And
you had other debts too, since you were in those dry years.

farmers would have some trucks so you could borrow or rent and haul it in. But it was hauled up
to the elevator and you got your money there.
DR: Did you ever know of people that were, let's say, farmers who would trade goods between
each other? Let's say, for instance, if you wanted to get some sheep, you'd just trade something
that somebody else needed from the farm. Maybe if feed was hard to get you'd--?

RR: Well, I don't know. I don't know ifI heard anything about that. I paid for the sheep that I
bought. And I think I paid seven dollars a piece for them. It wasn't very much, you know. That
was the price that they asked for it. Seven dollars a piece. And of course, now they're lots higher
than that. I don't think that I can remember-they probably could have traded, you know, to
get---exchange that way. But I can't just remember.
DR: And you had two older sons who both went in the service, is that correct?

DR: How old was your son during the war?

RR: My youngest one?
DR: The youngest one, yes.

RR: He was twelve when my husband died and the boys would be----he died in June. He was
fourteen, I think, about that time. So he wasn't too old, either. But he was willing to help because
this was a home for him too, you know. He stayed with me until he got married and I think he
was just pretty near thirty years old.
DR: During the war how did you market your crops then? Did it change at all? The way that you
sold your crops?

RR: During the war?
DR: Yes.

RR: Yes. Well, my oldest boy was drafted. My second one didn't have to go in, but you know
how it is. They see their comrades go and he felt like he wanted to go in. And he's said many a
time now, he's said, "I should have stayed home with you." He realizes that now, but you know,
after they get older ... And he said, "I know I should have stayed at home. You do things that
you shouldn't do," he said. Because I was left with that youngest boy, you know. But that's the
way it is, I guess. He went into the Navy, he did.
The oldest boy went and was drafted into the Army. They both were in the worst fighting there
was. I think Ernest was out in the South Pacific on the Ticonderoga, I think was the name of the
big ship. It was bombed so bad. I know he came home. He had never smoked before but he
smoked when he came home then. He got so nervous, you know, from--and the oldest boy was
in Africa, and he worked around the hospital where he picked up--{he was] an ambulance
driver, so they picked up the hurt. He said he rolled down the fenders of the big trucks so that
they wouldn't see them. Sometimes bombs would fly around them. He had picked up a lot of his
own comrades he went over there with. Kind oftough duty.
DR: Did either of them get hurt?

RR: Well, they got better prices during the war, of course. They went up. From what they were
in the 1930s, you know. I mean they got better. I can't recall exactly what we got exactly. They
improved so that they got better.
DR: I was wondering where, like how you sold your stuff.

RR: We took them to the elevator in Glenwood.
DR: Is that the same way that you did it before the war in the 1930s?

RR: Oh, yes. Same thing. Took it to the elevator. That's the only way that you-they didn't have
trucks that come in so much. Much of the time, I suppose, when the crop wasn't so big, they put
it in sacks for a while. Because at first it wasn't too much. But after a while, of course, some
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RR: No. Neither of them were hurt. No. They went in 1942 and came back in 1945 when the war
was over. Ernest that was in the Navy, he got to Japan just when they were ready for--he said,
"If the war hadn't been over [then and] there, I don't think there would have been any ofus
alive." Because they had--they saw the traps they put up for them there. You know, the Japanese
were ready for them. But then the war was over.
DR: Tell me, how did you feel when both sons left like that?

RR: How did I feel?
DR: Yes.
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RR: Not very good! Kind of tough to see them both go off, yes. But you've just got to make the
best of it. And it wasn't that. I lost my husband and lost the farm. Then the two boys went into
service. So it wasn't very good years, I'll tell you.

over then and she read the letter I got from Clifford that told about that he had visited with him
for a whole hour and everything was fine with him. And then my niece by marriage, my
husband's daughter, she was an RN and she was on the same ship. So they found out that she
was there and okay, too!

DR: Yes, I would imagine that you had-I mean most mothers, for instance, would be just plain
upset to see their sons go off to war. But you had even more reason to be upset by them going
because you took care of the farm, too.

DR: Did that happen often, people sharing news with each other?

RR: Yes. That's true. But you didn't know just how that was going to work out either, with the
young son. But he was so willing. He tried his best to do what he could do. And you know, being
a young boy that way, he tried his best. He was good in every way to work. He wasn't a very big,
strong boy either, because he had been sickly when he was young.

[Tape interruption]

DR: Did you keep in close contact with your sons overseas?
RR: Well, they wrote as often as they could. They couldn't write and say where they were but
you got these little airmail "V" letters or whatever you call them. They were-did you ever see
them? They were little. They were taking pictures of them, you know. I've got some of them
around but where have I got them? But they'd write a letter and take a photo of them.
DR: Then you'd get the photo?
RR: They came in little letters. Yes. They were put inside of an envelope, of course, these here.
They weren't big. About like that. About that wide. [Motions with hands to indicate dimensions]
But they were photographed, like I said. I wish I knew just where I've got them. I should have
looked it up, I suppose. And they'd send them. Of course, they could never tell where they were.
Now, like my son [Clifford] in Africa, he met Dr. Giesen in Starbuck. He and a cousin of my
boys, she was a nurse (an RN) and he was a Navy doctor. Giesen and his family lived in
Starbuck. She had never heard where he was. She couldn't tell where he was, of course. Just like
anybody else couldn't either.

RR: That's the only time that he ever wrote about it that he ever met anybody. But he said it was
quite an experience to think that he'd meet. ..

DR: I suppose that you talked with other people about the war and what was going on there and
so forth.
RR: Oh, yes. We talked to those who had boys in the service, of course. Some of them
knew-well, probably had some idea where they were. But they couldn't tell where they were,
exactly. Because they never could write home and tell where they were. The letters were all
censored, of course. If there was anything they wrote, why, it was taken out of the letters, of
course. Which was why they couldn't write and say anything.
DR: Did people get together and talk about what was going on in the war? Like about invasions
or battles or-?
RR: No. I can't-I think everybody was so busy anyway that I don't think that they had too
much to say about that. We had auxiliary meetings that I belonged to in Glenwood. Some of
them, of course, had sons that were in. But I didn't know if all of these that-you know, I know a
lot of people in Glenwood but I didn't know them all with theirs sons and that.
DR: Did you have any visitors to the farm during the war?

My son was talking about [how] he was standing outside of the hospital in Africa and here he
saw this dressed up Navy man coming up. And he put on a big smile, he said, the closer he got
up to Clifford. Of course he knew him, you know. He had been told that Clifford was there. So
he had said he knew that Clifford was there. So he said-when he got ashore there, he said he'd
like to go up to the hospital and see if there was somebody there that he knew. So he went up,
came up closer and closer to my son, and he put on a bigger smile. And Clifford couldn ' t still
figure out who it could be. Looking at him, you wouldn't know it, because he thought nobody
would know him there. And here it was Dr. Giesen! So they gave Clifford an hour then to visit
with him because they knew each other. We couldn't tell. I couldn't.

RR: We visited. Family. Came over to see each other. Just the neighbors, of course. Some of the
relatives would visit back and forth, like we always did. Have family gatherings. Can't say it was
anything special, really.

Clifford wrote home and told me that Dr. Giesen had met him there. So I called his wife and told
her about it and she was so happy she came over. So she knew he was okay. She hadn't heard a
word from the time he left. He'd been gone for quite a while. But that was the only way
they--he couldn ' t write and tell where he was, and of course Clifford couldn ' t tell where he was
either. So this way, why, then they got to hear where he was. It was funny with that. So she came

RR: We had that in Glenwood at the City Hall there.
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DR: How often did you have auxiliary meetings?
RR: That was about once a month, usually.
DR: Did you just have a little program about-?

DR: Is that basically entertainment or was it-?
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DR: How often did you have auxiliary meetings?
RR: That was about once a month, usually.
DR: Did you just have a little program about-?

DR: Is that basically entertainment or was it-?
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RR: Well, it was a meeting that they had for minutes and each meeting we had the president and
secretary, pledge of allegiance to the flag. So that was about once a month that we did that.

RR: Oh, yes. They tried to go and visit them the best they could. Quite a few of them that were

DR: What were you doing? I mean, what was the business?

DR: Did the town hold a special funeral service?

RR: Well, I can't just say what. I suppose they'd tell--! was on the farm and they probably had
more amongst themselves in town than really I was [able to attend] because I was so busy on the
farm that I went to the meetings when they had them and that's about it. But they probably had
more meetings amongst themselves. When you're on the farm you haven't got time to run to
everything there was. But I imagine that they had different things amongst themselves in town.
In Glenwood, maybe.

RR: Oh, yes. When they came home. Yes. Oh, yes. They had special-they had memorial

DR: Did the auxiliary do things like make bandages or scrap drives and things?
RR: Oh, yes. They did that. Yes. I think they did that. We didn't do the drive at the meetings
when we were there.

killed from Glenwood here.

services for them.

DR: Do you ever remember going to any of those?
RR: Well, I just can't remember. I probably did. You know, you don't think that you're going to
be asked about all this so you---when you get as old as I am you don't always remember
everything. [Chuckles]
DR: You're doing pretty good! What about rationing? Did you have-?
RR: Oh, yes. We had rationing.

DR: But you just planned them.
DR: Was it a problem?
RR: Yes. I didn't feel that I had time for it. I had too much to do at home at the time.
DR: How many people were in that, in the auxiliary?
RR: Well, there was quite a bunch. I can't recall exactly how many was there. There were some
meetings that were pretty good and some it just depends on---like any other meeting. Sometimes
there are a lot of people there and sometimes there don't seem like as many come. But I'd
say-well, it's pretty hard to say. Twenty-five, thirty or so. Depends on how many boys that
were there. Of course, there were quite a few from Glenwood there. Boys in the service.
DR: Was that a time when you could share your experiences with other mothers and talk
about-?
RR: Of course we did. We shared--those that had boys in there. They all had the same feeling.
We were waiting for the war to end so they would come home. But you know, there were so
many of them that didn't come home. That was kind of a sad deal for a lot of them. I got a
scrapbook from-I kept them for both of my boys. I cut out clippings from the town paper so
when they each got their scrapbook they could keep up to date.
DR: What would happen, for instance, when somebody (one of the women in the auxiliary)
would find out that her son had been killed, for instance?
RR: Well, it was kind of a sad situation.
DR: Would you all go visit her?
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RR: Well, for us, we were only two. It wasn't too bad. Of course, the fewer you were in the
family the less you got. You got according to your family. But we got along with what we got. It
was harder for a bigger family. You know, it's always harder for them. Because if they were
probably a big family, well, maybe there was more grown up kids in it. And they probably just
gave them for the family, and some will eat more than others and it wasn't that easy. It was
rationing for both---fuel oil. I can't remember gas, but I suppose it was gas, too. Sugar and flour,
I think.
Oh, we used to get some dandy flour. Rye flour. And boy, the bread got just about like that.
[Indicates dimensions with hands] Oh, boy. That was tough. We got oatmeal, finally. We got
rations with some oatmeal. And we got a little bit of white flour so that you could add to all this
other substitute, they called it. When we got oatmeal we thought that was pretty good. That made
better bread. But that rye flour was terrible! Ugh! It wasn't only rye but it was barley, they called
it, too. Some of it was barley flour. You might know what barley would be for bread. It was
pretty tough looking bread, some of it. But you had to eat it. If you were hungry, why, you'd eat
it.

DR: Did you have enough to get through? For instance, enough sugar to---that's used in canning
and things, right?
RR: Oh, no. You couldn't can. You got-at that time they would give you certain recipes that
you could make from honey or syrup a lot, too. That you could substitute. But there wasn't very
much canning done. You got just so much sugar. So you were glad you got for using for daily
purposes, mostly.
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DR: Let's say if somebody was going to have some big occasion, maybe somebody was getting
married or there was a reunion or something. Could somebody get extra sugar to make enough
for treats and things?
RR: I'll tell you that I don't think I could tell you. I don't know. I suppose probably-I really
don't know really whether they got anything or not. They got the ration book and they would
have to use that. And I don't know if they could get anything more. And you just got so much for
each month or week or whatever it was. I've got that rationing book around here. That was for
sugar, flour. Different ones. Little round red buttons. I can't remember whether they were from
gas or what they were. And then there were books with blue things for fuel oil and I think the
sugar was in the books, too. With stamps. Sort of a stamp, you know. When you bought them
you'd give them the book and they'd take out for so much.
DR: Wasn't it unusual that you should have fuel oil that early?

DR: Did most farmers around here find it easy to get parts and things for machinery?
RR: Oh, no. It wasn't easy. Not during the war. It was very hard to get stuff for it. No. That
wasn't very easy to get. Of course, they only had this old-fashioned old machinery. So if they
broke it wasn't easy to get things for it either.

DR: Did most people use tractors during the war around here?
RR: Well, there were some of them that had tractors. I don't think that we had tractors at that
time. I don't think we had a tractor until--! usually write down every time I bought something
just for fun to keep track of it. But I can't remember whether-I think it must either have been
right after the war that we got a tractor. A John Deere. We bought it in Starbuck, I know. And I
know my son was so tickled because he was so tired of harnessing horses and plowing with four
horses and that. He thought that was pretty nice.

RR: It wouldn't be fuel oil. It would be kerosene. I imagine it was kerosene. I shouldn't say fuel
oil. I suppose it was kerosene. We had to use kerosene lamps, you know. So that's what we
needed it for. I shouldn't have said fuel oil. It would be kerosene lamps. Yes. Now you can't get
kerosene, hardly. Of course, nobody uses lamps anymore either. We had kerosene lamps on the
wall or some of them stood on the table.

DR: Do you remember a Nils Hanson?

DR: What did you use for heat?

RR: Extension agent. Yes.

RR: We had wood.

DR: Did he ever come out and visit you during the war?

DR: So I suppose there was no danger of you running out of heat in the winter.

RR: Oh, yes. We had 4-H meetings. He always came to the 4-H meetings. Oh, yes. I remember
Nils Hanson. I wonder if they' re living yet. I don't know. They moved away from Glenwood,
you know. They aren't here. But whether they're still living--they had one son, I know. Did you
know him?

RR: Oh, no. We had--in the fall you had to prepare yourself for wood for the winter, you know.
There wasn't any oil then to--no, you had to prepare yourself for wood. They probably-some
of them might have gotten fuel oil. I don't know at that time. But I know we had only wood to
bum. And in some way we had a lot of trees around. They'd always blow down, some of them.
We had them sawed up in the fall for winter. Split wood every morning. They had time to go out
and split so that we would have a pile of split wood and be ready for putting in the stove.
DR: Do you remember that most people had the basics? I mean they had enough of the basics to
have a pretty comfortable life during the war?
RR: Oh, I don't know. I don't think anybody really [had a] lack of food. I don't think that. I
think they had enough so they got along. But you had to be saving. You couldn't-you got so
much--you got the rationing. Why, you had to know that you had to use it accordingly.
DR: Do you ever remember stories of people getting more than they were supposed to get?
RR: I can't remember that exactly either. I suppose there probably were some that might try it. I
don't know. I can't say that I heard about it around here, exactly. But there could be people that
would try it if they could get it, maybe.
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RR: Oh, yes.
DR: Extension agent.

DR: I ran into his name and talked to a couple people about him. I was just wondering how
helpful he was to you during the war.
RR: He was pretty good. He would come to our 4-H meetings and try to tell us different things
that we should try and do for the boys and the girls. And I imagine he did more, maybe to-more
for the farmers where there was a man around, maybe. I don't know. I mean, a grown man. But
he was in Glenwood for many years, you know. Quite a few years. Until he retired, I think.
DR: Did he ever come out to try to talk you into putting in new kinds of seeds and things?
RR: Now, you mean? Or at that time?
DR: No. During the war.
RR: Not the way they did. Well when they first-I suppose in one way they did. I don't think
they did so much during the war because I don't think people could do so much extra with it. It
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needed it for. I shouldn't have said fuel oil. It would be kerosene lamps. Yes. Now you can't get
kerosene, hardly. Of course, nobody uses lamps anymore either. We had kerosene lamps on the
wall or some of them stood on the table.

DR: Do you remember a Nils Hanson?

DR: What did you use for heat?

RR: Extension agent. Yes.

RR: We had wood.

DR: Did he ever come out and visit you during the war?

DR: So I suppose there was no danger of you running out of heat in the winter.

RR: Oh, yes. We had 4-H meetings. He always came to the 4-H meetings. Oh, yes. I remember
Nils Hanson. I wonder if they're living yet. I don't know. They moved away from Glenwood,
you know. They aren't here. But whether they're still living-they had one son, I know. Did you
know him?

RR: Oh, no. We had--in the fall you had to prepare yourself for wood for the winter, you know.
There wasn't any oil then to----no, you had to prepare yourself for wood. They probably-some
of them might have gotten fuel oil. I don't know at that time. But I know we had only wood to
bum. And in some way we had a lot of trees around. They'd always blow down, some of them.
We had them sawed up in the fall for winter. Split wood every morning. They had time to go out
and split so that we would have a pile of split wood and be ready for putting in the stove.
DR: Do you remember that most people had the basics? I mean they had enough of the basics to
have a pretty comfortable life during the war?
RR: Oh, I don't know. I don't think anybody really [had a] lack of food. I don't think that. I
think they had enough so they got along. But you had to be saving. You couldn't-you got so
much-you got the rationing. Why, you had to know that you had to use it accordingly.
DR: Do you ever remember stories of people getting more than they were supposed to get?
RR: I can't remember that exactly either. I suppose there probably were some that might try it. I
don't know. I can't say that I heard about it around here, exactly. But there could be people that
would try it if they could get it, maybe.
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RR: Oh, yes.
DR: Extension agent.

DR: I ran into his name and talked to a couple people about him. I was just wondering how
helpful he was to you during the war.
RR: He was pretty good. He would come to our 4-H meetings and try to tell us different things
that we should try and do for the boys and the girls. And I imagine he did more, maybe to--more
for the farmers where there was a man around, maybe. I don't know. I mean, a grown man. But
he was in Glenwood for many years, you know. Quite a few years. Until he retired, I think.
DR: Did he ever come out to try to talk you into putting in new kinds of seeds and things?
RR: Now, you mean? Or at that time?
DR: No. During the war.
RR: Not the way they did. Well when they first-I suppose in one way they did. I don't think
they did so much during the war because I don't think people could do so much extra with it. It
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DR: I suppose they sent some people around to the farm every once in a while to get you to join

was after the war, I think, they started more with that because people would try more different
things.

up.

DR: Did you get any government payments during the war for, let's say, a set aside or subsidies
on your crops and things?

RR: Oh, they came around and wanted you to join, of course. That was true. But I never signed
up for it.

RR: No. I can't remember whether I got that or not. I can't remember when we got the
substitution. I know they had them. That I know, because they set aside for-you see our farm
wasn't very big. So what we needed was for feed, most of ours. But these that, I suppose, had
bigger farms, they could do that. Set aside, you know. But really, what we needed-our farm
was for feed mostly, and for stock. But I remember that substitute. But setting aside--

DR: Did most people around here belong to both of them or just one, or what?

DR: Did most farmers find that they were getting a good deal during the war? Did they feel that
the government was treating them fairly?
RR: That's hard to say. I don't know what most of them thought. You know, prices were getting
better than they were after that dry and poor years. They were finally coming back and prices
were getting better, so I can't say that they-I know like different things you sold were getting
better all the time, so they probably-I can't say that they-I thought they were satisfied
anyway. Because we'd had such poor prices that anything would help after that.
DR: Did you ever talk to many farmers? I mean did you belong to like the Farm Bureau or the
Farmer's Union?
RR: No. I didn't belong to that, no. I never joined the Farm Bureau or the Farmer's Union. They
had that. I don't know if they had it at that time but I know they had it shortly after that. I never
joined.

RR: There's some of.them, I guess, around here that belong to Farmer's Union, I understand.
But how many belong, I don't know. That I couldn't tell you either, because when you don't
belong to it you don't keep track of it. But I hear them talk about meetings they have. And then
this other one, I don't know. Farm Bureau. I think it was a good enough thing. It isn't that I had
against it. But I just didn't feel that I wanted to join up with anything. I don't know how much
money was involved in it. I didn't feel I had money to spend. Usually there's money involved in
things like that. You know, they have to have to keep the membership in them.
DR: I'd like to talk for a while about the attitudes of people in the community about the war.
Whether you heard much complaining. Were people complaining at all about the things they had
to do? Like scrap drives and bond drives. Did people come out to the farm, for instance, and try
to collect old iron and things?
RR: No. You could sell, I suppose, if you wanted to. But I can't remember that they came out to
our place and asked for it. They want you to not to discard it, you know. Hang onto it if they
need it. But I can't say that they-you know, some of those things you almost forget about, too.
[Unclear] brings it back. It's many years back.
DR: Did you buy war bonds?
RR: No. I tell you, I didn ' t have money to buy war bonds. I would have liked to buy them
because it was a good cause but I never bought any because I didn't have the money. I had all I
could do to scrape up money to make my payments on the farm. And so I never bought any war
bonds. The boys did, of course. They were in service so they bought it all the time. They had to
buy it. I imagine they did because--

DR: Why is that?
RR: The Farmer's Union?
DR: I mean, why didn't you?
RR: Well, I don't know. I don't know why I didn't. I just-I can't say why I didn't do it. I don't
know whether I thought it didn't help me. They had their meetings, I know. The Farmer's Union
I never joined.
DR: Were women involved in Farmer's Union or Farm Bureau? Did they have an auxiliary or
not?
RR: I can't say. I never went to them so I don't really know what women were able to do or not.
They had meetings. That I know. I just had enough with what I had, I thought. I just didn't feel
that I wanted to get involved in too much.

DR: I imagine most people around here did.
RR: Oh, yes. I'm sure they did. They were around. Wanted you to buy war bonds. I'm sure a lot
of them did.
DR: Did everybody around here figure that the war was a necessary thing anci that they were
prepared to---1 mean was there any disagreement? Did you ever hear anybody talking about
maybe getting involved in the war wasn't such a good thing?
RR: That they shouldn't have had it, you mean?

DR: Yes. That the U.S. shouldn' t have gotten in?
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RR: I don't know. I suppose maybe. I don' t know what to say about that. It just broke out and
we had to take it. I can' t remember really [anyone] say that they were so against it. They don't
like to see their boys go, of course. But when it comes you have to face it.

that was the only time he was home, too. The ship was bombed so bad that they had to go into
port in California, Seattle or wherever it was, and it had to be repaired.

DR: Did you find that they were on your mind a lot?
DR: Did you have a radio out on the farm?
RR: Yes. We had an old radio. I think about it now. Funny, but that was all you heard. Had to
listen to the radio. No TV, of course, at that time.

RR: Oh, yes. You always had them on your mind all the time. You couldn' t help that. What you
would have on your mind. You always wondered about them. Wishing that the war would be
over and they would be coming home if they were supposed to come home. What you always
wished for.

DR: Did you hear Roosevelt in 1941 there, when he was before Congress?
DR: Did you go to church regularly during the war?
RR: Well, I suppose I did but I can't remember. I suppose I heard it maybe. Things like that you
kind of-way back you don't remember all those things.

RR: Oh, yes. We had church services and I always prayed for the boys in service.

DR: I suppose you listened mostly in the evening and cleaning around the house and things.

DR: Was that a pretty tight-knit group, the church?

RR: Oh, yes. In the evening you'd hear. I know we had an old radio. We had to sit there so close
to it sometimes. I don't know. They were battery, you know. We didn't have lights so they were
battery run. Sometimes the battery would run down. They weren't very loud, I'll tell you. So we
sat pretty close to it.

RR: Oh, yes. Went out to the same church. The lndherred Church right north of Starbuck. A
country church. That's right on this road going straight west here. That's the church I belonged
to all the time.

DR: What kind of programs did you listen to?

RR: Oh, I don't know. I can't remember either what kind of programs. It was very much worth
listening to. The only time we listened was at noon when we were in for dinner, you know, at
noontime. And in the evening we would sit and listen to it. At the time of the war we ' d try and
get some news. Whatever we could get. But of course, that wasn't getting out much anyway. Just
the basic where they were fighting and things like that.
DR: So mostly you listened to the radio for news? You didn't listen for, let's say, old radio
shows and things?
RR: No. It was for the news that you liked to listen to it. About the weather. Wanted to get some
ofthat.
DR: Was that ' CCO you were listening to? WCCO?
RR: Yes. WCCO. They didn't have as many radio stations around at that time.
DR: [Laughs] I suppose. Did you find that you had sort of a basic fear, sort of this small knot in
your stomach or something, worrying about your boys?
RR: Oh, yes. You did. You worried. You wondered if they would be back. You always worried
about that. Ernest came back. Clifford didn't come back at all until he became discharged from
the service. The one that was---the oldest one. But Ernest came home after the ship was bombed
out in the ocean. Then he came home to get their ship repaired so they could go out again. But
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DR: Did you find like you got sort of a boost there?
RR: Oh, yes. We had services and we sang. We always sang a hymn for the boys. And we
prayed for them and we prayed with them.
DR: Did you feel better when you came out of that?
RR: Oh, yes. Usually you felt like--it was a lift for you anyway, you know.
DR: How often did you have services?
RR: Just every Sunday. He had three congregations. Old Reverend Forde [G.O. Forde]. And he
was a busy man. Belongs to the Emmanuel Church that goes almost up toward Cyrus. Immanuel
Church. That's southwest. Then he's got one on St. John's Church up here and then he had our
lndherred Church. And one minister for all of that. So he got pretty busy. At that time we only
had two services on Sunday. We had one at nine thirty and one at eleven. Now we have three
services. Of course, now they feel--1 guess they feel that they should have church services every
Sunday. We have one at eight thirty, one at nine forty five and one at eleven. Our pastor now,
Pastor Mensing [Wayne Mensing], I don' t know if you've heard of him or not. So he's pretty
busy. This coming Sunday we are a hundred and ten years old since our church was founded up
here.
DR: Did most people go to church?
RR: Oh, yes. They are very good to go to church around here. It's a Lutheran Church. We have a
pretty good attendance every Sunday and we ' re getting so many more members, I don't know
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what will happen. We'll have to build a big addition, I think. We're getting more young people
that are joining, you know, that move in. The older people are selling their farms and the younger
ones are moving in. A lot of times some of these older ones will sell the land and then they'll sell
the buildings to some that only want a little. That way it gets more people on that same farm. We
have a lot of very good---ljust can't say how many, I would say three hundred or more belong to
our church.
DR: That's a pretty good size.

RR: Yes. It is. Yes.
DR: How many belonged during the war? Do you remember?

RR: How many what?
DR: How many belonged to the church during the war?

RR: It would be about the same farmers that would belong. About the same in a way. But there
probably wasn't quite that many. Quite a few from Starbuck belong to the church up there.
DR: Well, thank you very much for the interview. I appreciate it.
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