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GALOIS NUMBER FIELDS
WITH SMALL ROOT DISCRIMINANT

JOHN W. JONES AND DAVID P. ROBERTS

ABSTRACT. We pose the problem of identifying the set K(G, 2) of Galois num-
ber fields with given Galois group G and root discriminant less than the Serre
constant 2 ~~ 44.7632. We definitively treat the cases G = A4, As, Ag and
S4, S5, Se, finding exactly 59, 78, 5 and 527, 192, 13 fields respectively. We
present other fields with Galois group SL3(2), A7, S7, PGL2(7), SL2(8),
$L2(8), PGL2(9), PT'L2(9), PSL2(11), and A2.2, and root discriminant less
than Q. We conjecture that for all but finitely many groups G, the set K(G, Q)
is empty.

1. INTRODUCTION

There is a large literature on number fields with small absolute discriminant.
Most of this literature is focused on number fields of small degree. A standard
resource summarizing much of this literature is [2], which tabulates results in de-
grees < 7. In this paper, we focus instead on Galois number fields. Our fields have
relatively large degrees, but they are still accessible via their low degree subfields.

Fix a finite group G. Let (G) be the set of Galois number fields K C C with
Gal(K/Q) isomorphic to G. For C € [1,00), let K(G,C) C K(G) be the subset of
fields with root discriminant < C. It is a classical theorem that all (G, C) are
finite.

For a given G, a natural computational problem is to explicitly produce K(G, C)
for C as large as possible. This is the sort of information presented at [2] in the
context of low degree fields. To keep the focus as much as possible on theory,
rather than on very long tables, we work here with a single rather small cutoff
Q = 8me? = 44.7632. Our main problem, for a given group G, thus becomes to
determine (G, Q). Also of interest for us is dg, the smallest root discriminant of
any field in K(G).

The constant © was introduced first by Serre in 1975 [22]; see also [19]. It is
an interesting cutoff for the following reason. Let K,u(C) be the set all number
fields in C with root discriminant < C. Let K(C) C K.(C) be the subset of
Galois fields, so that K(C) = UgK(G,C). Then it is known that K (C) is finite
for C' < Q/2, and that the Generalized Riemann Hypothesis implies that K, (C) is
finite for C' < Q as well. So, of course, K(C) is finite for C' < /2 and conditionally
finite for C' < €2 too.

We have tried to take our computational results far enough so as to get some
feel for how the answer to our main problem looks for general G. First of all, we
expect that our cutoff is indeed extremely low in the following sense:

Conjecture 1.1. K(G,Q) is empty for all but finitely many groups.
1
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This conjecture is plausible just from the theoretical discussion in the preceding
paragraph, as indeed the Generalized Riemann Hypothesis would imply it is true
with Q replaced by any smaller number. The real general import of our computa-
tions is that the sets (G, Q) seem to be quite small indeed. It seems even possible
that the only non-abelian simple groups involved in a G with nonempty (G, Q)
are the five smallest,

SLy(4) = PSLy(5) = As, (see §5,12)
PSLy(7) = SL3(2), (see §7,8)
PSLy(9) = Ag, (see §5,10)

SLy(8), (see §9)

PSLy(11), (see §11)

and the eighth-smallest, A7 (see §7). These simple groups have orders 60, 168, 360,
504, 660, and 2520 respectively.

Computing root discriminants in our Galois context is substantially harder than
computing root discriminants in the traditional low degree setting. Section 2
sketches how we do this, and details are given in [12].

Section 3 determines (G, Q) for abelian groups G, where one can make use
of the Kronecker-Weber theorem. We find in particular that there are exactly
7063 abelian fields with root discriminant < €2, the one of largest degree being
Q(e2™/77) of degree sixty with with root discriminant 75/6119/19 ~ 43.80. In Sec-
tion 4, we consider the class fields of these 7063 abelian fields, getting more elements
of K(€2), of which the largest has degree 22 - 3.7 = 86,016 with root discriminant
31/229%7/28 ~ 44.54.

Section 5 determines (G, ) for most groups G embeddable in Sg. We find that
for G = Ay, As, Ag, and Sy, S5, Sg, there are exactly 59, 78, 5, and 527, 192, 13
fields in K(G, Q).

In the remaining sections, we restrict attention to groups G of the form H™.A
for H a non-abelian simple group, m a positive integer, and A a subgroup of the
outer automorphism group of H™. In fact, m = 1 in all our examples except for
the case As where we consider also m = 2. We make this restriction only to keep
the current paper within reasonable bounds.

Section 6 describes how one can use holomorphic modular forms on the upper
half plane as well as less classical automorphic forms to search for sub-{) fields.
We revisit the Ag fields from the previous section as examples. In the next four
sections, we will indicate how this automorphic approach complements our direct
search for defining equations.

Section 7 treats the three nonsolvable groups which can be realized as transitive
subgroups of S7. We find seventeen fields in K(SL3(2), ) and one field in (A7, §2)
the lists being complete out through root discriminant 39.52. For G = S7, we know
only |K(G, Q)| > 1 with our best field showing dg, < 23/237/656/7 ~ 40.49.

Sections 8, 9, 10, and 11 present sub-{ fields for certain nonsolvable subgroups
of Ss, Sy, S10, and Sy1 respectively, namely PGL(7), SL2(8), ¥L2(8), PGL2(9),
PT'L5(9), and PSLy(11). For SL3(8) we use the modular approach. For the re-
maining groups, our main method is to suitably specialize three point covers.

Section 12 uses the lists from §5 to prove that (G, §2) is empty for certain G, for
example G = Ay x As. In contrast, it reports on a field K with Gal(K/Q) = AZ.2
and root discriminant 251/16315/18 ~ 41 .90.
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Section 13 reports on our efforts to find small root discriminant Galois fields
for other non-solvable groups. While we naturally obtained upper bounds for dg,
we did not find any more sub-Q fields. We illustrate the general nature of these
searches by treating the case G = ¥L(16) in some detail. In this case, we specialize
two three point covers and find ds;,,16) < 2101/6033/4523/20 ~ 46.60.

The computations behind this paper made extensive use of the Pari library [20].
Also we made substantial use of the ATLAS [6] as a source of group-theoretical facts.
To remove potential ambiguities, we use the “T" notation” for transitive permutation
groups as well as descriptive notation. This T notation was introduced in [3] and
is used also in [20] and [14].

The website [9] is a companion to this paper. For various G, it gives the currently
known fields in K(G, Q) and indicates through what cutoff the list is known to be
complete. We plan to consider G beyond those discussed in this paper, and place
our findings on this website.

2. COMPUTING GALOIS ROOT DISCRIMINANTS VIA SLOPE DATA

Let f(z) € Z[z] be a monic irreducible degree n polynomial. Consider the
abstract field F' = Q[z]/f(x) and also the splitting field K C C associated to f.
The abstract field F' is typically non-Galois and K is the Galois closure of any
embedding of F' in C. Let N = [K : Q] so that N = | Gal(K/Q)|. Then n divides
N, which in turn divides n!.

Let D(F), D(K) € Z be the corresponding field discriminants. Let d(F) =
|ID(F)|*™ and d(K) = |D(K)|'N be the corresponding root discriminants. The
main quantity for us is d(K). We call it the Galois root discriminant of f, F, or
K, and abbreviate “Galois root discriminant” by GRD.

One has

d(F) < d(K),
with equality iff K/o(F) is unramified for one or equivalently any embedding o :
F — C. More sharply, one has canonical factorizations

(2.1) i) = I
(2.2) k) = v,

with all exponents rational numbers. One has

(2.3) ap < By,

with equality iff K/o(F') as above is unramified at p.

To compute the Galois root discriminant d(K), we work one prime at a time,
computing each of the 3,. The p-adic computation of 3, never sees the typically
large globally-defined number N. If p is tamely ramified, the computation is rela-
tively easy, going as follows. Let Qp" be the maximal unramified extension of Q.

Factor f over Q)" and let ey, €2, ..., e4 be the degrees of the factors. We call
(e1,...,eq4) the ramification partition of f at p. Let ¢ be the least common multiple
of the e;’s. Then

(2.4) 8,=1- %
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For comparison,
1Y
ap = E Z(GZ - 1)
=1

So equality holds in (2.3) iff all the e; coincide. Of course, for all but finitely many
p, all the e; are 1 and o, = 3, = 0.

When p is wildly ramified, the computation of 3, is much harder, and focuses on
wild slopes. Suppose the p-inertia group I, has order pFt with ¢ prime to p. Then
one has k wild slopes at p, which we always index in ascending order,

851 <89 <o <sp1 < Sg,

all wild slopes being rational numbers greater than one. One then has

k

p—1 1t-1
(25) ﬂp = = ]msj + FT
with 3, > 1 iff k > 1. When describing a given Galois number field K we often
give the slope data p[si, - - , si]¢, rather than just the number 5,. When p is tame,
so that there are no wild slopes, we simply write p;. Let ty be the prime-to-p part
of the least common multiple of the denominators of the si. Always ty divides ¢.
When t; is equal to t, a very common occurence in the setting of this paper, we
typically omit the subscript ¢ from the notation. Thus 2[4/3,4/3]s is abbreviated
2[4/3,4/3] and 3[3/2]; is abbreviated 3[3/2]. For a discussion of how one goes about
computing the s;, and for web-based software which carries out such computations,
see [12].

If 2 divides the discriminant of a number field, then it contributes at least 22/3 to
the field’s Galois root discriminant. Any odd prime p dividing the discriminant of
a number field contributes at least p'/2. So one immediately has restrictions on the
set S of primes dividing the discriminant of a field K in K(Q). If S is empty, then
K = Q. If S = {p}, then p must be one of the 304 primes < 2003 as Q2 ~ 2003.75.
For S = {p,q}, {p,q,r}, and {p,q,r, s}, there are respectively 533, 264, and 36
possiblities. Already S = {p,q,r,s,t} is impossible as 22/3(3-5-7-11)/2 ~ 45.32.

The 1137 possible non-empty .S come in two types. For some, wild ramification
is locally possible, and then there are infinitely many locally possible GRDs less
than Q. For the rest, only tame ramification is possible and then there are only
finitely many possible GRDs. The case S = {p} is of the first type exactly for the 14
primes p < 43. For S = {p,q}, {p,q,7}, and {p, q,r, s}, there are respectively 167,
116, and 16 possibilities where wild ramification is allowed. Of course if a group
G is fixed, only some slopes are possible, and one has only finitely many locally
possible sub-2 GRDs. The case G = Sg is explained in more detail in Section 5.

3. ABELIAN FIELDS

To get started, we consider abelian fields. This section explains the proof of the
following proposition.

Proposition 3.1. For G an abelian group, |K(G,Q)| is as given in Table 3.1. In
particular, only 59 abelian groups G have |K(G,Q)| > 0 and altogether there are
7063 abelian fields in KC(2).
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We use the standard complete classification of abelian fields in terms of their ram-
ification. Thus in this section, we do not need to work with the fields themselves.

For r in the group Q/Z, let (. be the root of unity exp(2mir). The field QP
generated by these complex numbers is known to be the maximum abelian extension
of Q in C. So Q2P is the union of the subfields Q(Ci/n)

Let Z be the profinite completion of the integers Z, so that Z = lim Z/n. A unit
a€Z* = lim(Z/n)* acts on Q* via 0,((.) = (4 Via this action one has an

isomorphism Z* = Gal(Q*/Q) : a — a,.

The ring Z factors canonically into a product over all primes p of the p-adic
integers Z,, with Z, = limZ/p’. On the level of unit groups, this becomes

(3.1) z*=]]z;

Let T, be the torsion subgroup of Z;. For p odd, reduction modulo p gives an
isomorphism 7,, — F* and so [T},| = p — 1; also T, = {1, —1} and so |T3| = 2. For
p odd, let P, be the group of principal units 1+ pZ, and define also P, = 1+ 4Zs,.
Then in all cases

(3.2) ZX =T, x P,

Quotient groups of T}, are indexed by their cardinality, which can be any divisor
of |T,|. Finite quotient groups of |P,| are also indexed by their cardinality, the
possibilities being 1, p, p?, .... For p odd, quotients of Z; are just the products
of a quotient of T, and a quotient of P,; we let I, . denote the unique quotient of
cardinality ¢. For p = 2, we use the following notation for quotients of Z5. Let

u = —1 be the generator for T and work with v = 5 as a generator for P,. Then
forc=2,4,8, ..., welet

Ly = Z;/<U7UC>,

2,2,c/2 = Z2X/<UC/2>’

Ly = Zy/{(u)/?).

Also we let I5 1 be the 1-element quotient of Z5 and abbreviate Iz 21 by Is 0.

In the factorization (3.1), Z, is exactly the inertia subgroup I,. For p odd, Tj,
is identified with the tame quotient, and so is associated with the slope 1. P, is
thus the wild inertia subgroup, and its associated slopes are j + 1 as j runs over
the positive integers, each slope appearing with multiplicity 1. All of Io = ZJ is
wild, the slopes being 2, 3, 4, .... For the quotient I5 5 9;-1, the slopes are 2, ...,
J + 1 while for the quotients I5 55 and I 5;_, the slopes are 3, ..., j + 2.

To find all abelian fields # Q with root discriminant less than €2 we proceed in
three stages. First, we restrict attention to fields ramified at exactly one prime.
For p odd, these are the K, ;,; such that

1t—1 < p—-1 .
(3.3) Bp = pot + piti—i (1+1)

i=1
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TABLE 3.1. Information about the 7062 abelian fields different
from Q having root discriminant < 2.

G| G # Kga dg ||G] G # Kga dg
2 2 1220 3o 1.73 | 22 22 7 2399 19.94
3 3 47 T3 3.66 | 23 23 1 4793 39.76
4 4 228 5y 3.34 | 24 24 1 7317g 43.66
4 2,2 2421 2539 3.46 | 24 12,2 73 54Tg 16.92
5 5 7 115 6.81 | 24 6,2,2 70 293976 17.53
6 6 399 T 5.06 | 28 28 2 2995 25.71
77 4 29, 1793 | 28 14,2 1 392914 39.49
8 8 23 17s 11.93 | 30 30 8 3lsg 27.65
8 4,2 581 3954 579 | 32 8,4 1 5417g 39.89
8 2,2,2 908 29932 6.93 | 32 16,2 7 321716 24.67
9 9 3 19, 13.70 | 32 44,2 4 25454 26.75
9 3.3 9 3373 15.83 | 32 8§,2,2 4 29839 27.71

10 10 69 1150 865 | 32 4,222 10 253,54 2317
1 11 1 23, 17.30 | 32 2,2,2,2,2 1 252355572 40.99
12 12 66 1315 10.50 | 36 36 1 3736 33.47
12 6,2 391 3976 877 | 36 6,6 6 3¢7s 26.30
13 13 1 53:3 39.05 | 36 12,3 1 731315 38.42
14 14 8 29q4 22.80 | 36 18,2 9 32195 27.94
15 15 4 315 24.66 | 40 40 1 41y 37.36
16 16 9 174 14.24 | 40 20,2 5 Bb4llyqg 28.94
16 4,4 16 24454 22.49 | 40 10,2,2 7 29321149 29.98
16 8,2 30 298 16.00 | 42 42 2 Tuo 35.43
16 4,2,2 195 253954 11.58 | 44 22,2 3 392399 34.55
16 2,2,2,2 73 29923250 1549 | 46 46 1 4746 43.23
18 18 24 318 15.59 | 48 12,4 1 541312 35.10
18 6,3 19 373 19.01 | 48 12,2,2 9 32547 29.31

20 20 8 5uo 1672 | 48 6,2,2,2 2 2,23:7¢  35.06

20 10,2 56 321149 14.99 | 56 28,2 1 352998 44.54

21 21 2 7o 33.82 | 60 30,2 1 76llyg 43.80

is less than log,(€2). For p = 2, we have

Kooy = Q(V2),
Ko = Q(i),
Kyao = Q(V-2).

For d > 2 a power of 2, we let K334 be the full cyclotomic field Q((1/44), With
non-cyclic Galois group isomorphic to Z/2 x Z/d. The remaining cases have cyclic
Galois group, with K .1 being the totally real field Q(¢4.)™ and K5 . being totally
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imaginary. Here one has

1,. 1, . 1 .
(34) 52(K2,2,2j*1) = 5(] + 1) + 1(]) + -+ 272 =7,

1 1 1 1
: Kogis) = —(j4+2)+-G+1)++—3=j+1——.
(3.5) Ba( 2,211) 2(]"‘ )+4(]+ )+ +2J3 J+ %

One finds that there are exactly 421 abelian fields ramified at exactly one prime.

Second, we take composita of the one-prime fields obtaining fields with root
discriminant JJd(K),). Here ¢, is a cardinality, augmented perhaps with a sign
if p = 2. One gets 1785 more fields. Finally, one looks within each composed field
K. to find proper subfields K with d(K) = d(K.). This is a somewhat intricate
computation with abelian groups.

Table 3.1 summarizes our calculations. The abelian group G is given by its in-
variant factors, so that e.g. 6,2 represents the group Cg x C5. The column # gives
the number |[K(G,€)|. The column K¢ 1 gives the fields with the minimal root
discriminant dg, with a field K, . being represented by the symbol p.. So, for ex-
ample, 25 454 stands for the compositum Kz 2 4 K5 4, which in turn is Q(¢1 /16, ¢1/5)-
With this convention, if K¢ ; is tame then we are printing exactly its slope data.
Note also that our conventions allow one to recover G from the subscripts in the
Kg,1 column.

4. CLASS FIELDS OF ABELIAN FIELDS

Suppose K is a number field with narrow class number h. Then the narrow
Hilbert class field H of K is an unramified degree h extension of K, so that H and
K have the same root discriminant. In particular, if K € K(Q2) then H € K(2)
too.

The fields in the previous section are all small enough so that we are able to
compute their narrow class numbers. In contrast to the previous section, our com-
putations here actually involve fields.

Figure 4.1 plots the pairs (d(H),log,o[H : Q]) for the resulting narrow Hilbert
class fields. Its purpose is to give one a first intuitive feel for the set K(£2). For
example, from the previous section we know that the primes 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, and
23, can divide the degree of a field in K(£2). From the computations behind this
section, we also know that 17, 19, 29, 31, 37, 41, 43, 61, 67, 73, 89, 97, 109, 139,
151, 163, 211, 271, and 331 can divide the degree of a field in (). Sections 5-12
do not produce any more such primes; in fact, they only reproduce 2, 3, 5, 7, and
11.

The fields Q(exp(27i/87)) and Q(exp(2mi/77)) occurring as the last two entries
of Table 3.1 have class numbers 1536 = 293 and 1280 = 285. The corresponding
Hilbert class fields, of degree 56 - 1536 = 86016 and 60 - 1280 = 76800, account for
the two highest points on Figure 4.1.

For every d < €, there is an upper bound u(d) on the degree of a number field
satisfying the generalized Riemann hypothesis with root discriminant < d. The
upper bound is drawn in Figure 4.1 from the data given in [18]. The large empty
region beneath the curve on the right is supportive of our expectation that the
entire set /() is finite.

The previous section can be viewed as the first step towards finding (G, §2)
for all solvable GG, by induction on the solvable length of G. In this light, the
current section represents a relatively easy part of the second step. To pursue the
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0 10 20 30

FIGURE 4.1. The ordered pairs (d(H),log,o[H : Q]) for H the
class field of K, and K running over the 7063 abelian fields with
d(K) < Q. Different K can have the same H and different H can
give rise to the same point. Altogether, there are 3954 distinct

ordered pairs plotted on this figure.

second step completely, one would have to make a careful analysis of ray class
fields. As an indication of how many more fields we would find if we took the
second step completely, consider the semidirect product groups S3 = C3 : Cy,
Ay =V :C3, Dy = C5 : Cy, and F5 = C5 : C4. In each case, a field K with
Galois group G = G5 : G is seen by the techniques of this section if and only if the
relative extension K /K corresponding to Gs is unramified. In this section, we see
respectively 217, 2, 118, and 38 fields in these (G, Q). From Theorem 5.1 of the
next section, we know that there are respectively 393, 57, 28, and 64 more fields in

K(G, Q).

5. DEGREES 3-6

This section centers on the following theorem.
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Theorem 5.1. One has

IK(S3,9Q)| = 610,

|K(D4, Q)| = 1425, |K(A4, Q)| =59, |K(Ss,Q)| =527,

|K(Ds, Q)| = 146, IK(Fs, Q)| =102, |K(As5, Q)| =78, |K(S5,Q)| =192,
IK(C5.C4,Q)| > 17, |K(C5.D4,Q)| > 137, |K(46,Q)| =5, |K(Ss,Q)| =13.

If a degree n field has Galois root discriminant d, then its absolute discriminant is
at most d". For n = 3, 4, this means that the fields we seek are all splitting fields of
polynomials in the tables of [2]. For n = 5 and especially n = 6, the tables do not
go nearly far enough. We ran computer searches for degree n fields whose Galois
closures are the fields we want. Some details of these searches are given in the case
n = 6 at the end of this section.

Our searches are guaranteed to find a degree n field only when the field is primi-
tive, i.e. has no subfield besides Q and itself. For the prime degree n = 5, this does
not pose a problem, and our search found all sub-Q2 fields with the five possible
Galois groups C5, Ds, F5, As, and Ss.

TABLE 5.1. The field with the minimal Galois root discriminant
d¢ for some small groups G.

G Defining polynomial Slope data da
S3 23 —z?+1 235 4.80
Dy zt—ad =322 —z+1 33 7o 6.03
Ay a2t — 223 + 222 4+ 2 2[2,2] T3 10.35
Sy ot — 223 — 4% — 6z — 2 2(3, 3] 11y 13.56
Ds 25 —2at 4223 — 22+ 1 474 6.85
Fx x5 —2 25 5(5] 11.08
As 25—zt + 222 — 22+ 2 2[2,2] 173 18.70
Ss a® — 22 + 423 — 42 + 20 -4 | 2[3, 8] 35 5| 21.54
C2:0y | 2%+ 62% =323 +92%2 —9x +1 | 3[2,2] 54 < 23.57
C3:Dy | a®+a2t—223+322 —2+1 3[3] 114 < 21.76

For the composite degree n = 6, there are twelve possible imprimitive Galois
groups and four possible primitive Galois groups, with all imprimitive groups be-
ing solvable and all primitive groups non-solvable. Among the twelve imprimitive
Galois groups, five have been seen before, T1 = Cy, T2 = S3, T4 =2 A4, and
T7=T8 = S,. Five are product groups, T3 = S3x (o, Th = S3xC3, T6 = Ay x (s,
T9 = S3 x S, and T11 = Sy x Cy. In these product cases, K(Q1 X Q2,9) can
be obtained by composing fields in K(Q1, Q) and K(Q2,2) and selecting out those
fields which are sub-€Q, in the spirit of Section 12. The most interesting imprimitive
cases are T10 =2 C% : Cy and T'13 =2 C% : D4. Here we expect that the list of fields
our search found is complete but there is no guarantee. To rigorously obtain the
complete list, one could carry out class field theory computations as in [10, §3.4] or
implement a targeted version of the relative searches first introduced in [16]. The
primitive groups are T12 = Ay, T14 = S5, T15 = Ag and T16 = Sg. The groups
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TABLE 5.2. The five fields in K(Ag, ). For each, a twin pair of
defining polynomials is given.

# | GRD Polynomials Slope data
1]31.66 | 2° — 32 + 32* — 62° 4 62 — 2 2[5, 8] 3[2,2]

2% — 32t —122% — 92 +1
2 |37.23 | 2% — 62° — 62° — 67 — 2 2(3,3] 3[2,3] 13,

28 — 325 + 324 -2
34117 [2° — 32° + 62 + 172° — 572® + 69z — 47 | 3[3, 2] T4
z® — 32° + 3z* + 92® — 1822 — 9z + 18

414341 |2° — 32 — 3z +4 3[3,3] 293
2% —32% — 3z* + 1123 + 622 + 75z + 50
5144.67 | 2% — 2% +22* — 322+ 22 — 4 73 149,

28 — 62t — 72> + 1922 + Tz — 15

As and S5 were already treated by the quintic search, so the main purpose of the
sextic search is to find the Ag and Sg fields.

For the groups besides Ag and Sg, information on the field with the smallest root
discriminant is given in Table 5.1. The corresponding list of sub-{2 fields is given at
[9]. For Ag and Sg we give these lists here. For each field K, we give two polyno-
mials f,(z) and f,(z) defining non-isomorphic root fields Q[z]/ fo(z) % Q[z]/ fo(2)
embeddable in the common splitting field K. Similar twinning phenomena appear
again for PSLy(7) and PSLy(11) in Sections 7 and 11 respectively.

Our sextic search consisted of a great many individual cases, with each case
consisting of one ramification pattern for each ramifying prime. Each individual
case was a Hunter-type search, as described in [5, §9.3], with the search region
reduced by p-adic conditions, as described in [11]. The possible contribution of p
to a Galois root discriminant of a sextic field is p”» where

Be{0. 5,5 L6 55 o D 5 2 B o g 1 1 3)
B€{0, 5,8 5 6 58 5 5 2 15 90 60 180 120 6 )

1 2 Q 5 23 13 31 8 39
ﬁ5€{0’27 » 47 62 207 10° 207 5’ 20

and otherwise 3, € {0, 55 3, 4, 5, } This yields 8154 possible GRDs in the
interval (1,Q), with 482, 3424, 3874, and 374 GRDs corresponding to 1, 2, 3, and
4 ramifying primes respectively.

A given possible GRD typically corresponds to several searches. Consider for
example the common case of 8, = 1/2. This means that p > 3 and the p-adic
ramification structure is either 21111, 2211, or 222 corresponding to p, p?, or p>
exactly dividing the discriminant of the sextic field sought. In this case, p would
contribute a factor of 3 to the number of searches associated to the given GRD. The
searches belonging to a given GRD can vary substantially in length. For example,
for the 2003'/2 search, the 21111 search took approximately 1 second and looked
at 18 polynomals. The 2211 search took approximately 22 minutes and looked at
2200 polynomials. We did not have to do the 222 search because sextic twinning
takes fields with discriminant +p into fields of 4p3.
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TABLE 5.3. The thirteen fields in K(Se, ©2).

# | GRD Polynomials Slope data

113350 2% —22° —42* +122° — 142% + 82 — 4| 2[2,2,3] 35 53
28— 2% —at + 6% — 2% —4x — 1

2 |37.53 | 2% — 32° +52° — 5 23 3[2,2] 5[2]
28— 32 +522 + 3z +1

3|38.15 | 2% — 22° + 52" — 52 + 10z — 5 2[%,8,3] 5[2]
2% — 225 + 52* — 102® + 8z — 6

4 |38.40 | 2° + 32" — 42® + 927 — 62 + 1 25 3[2,2] 5,
28 +3z* — 823 — 922 — 120+ 1

5 139.08 | 2% — 22° + 42* — 82 + 222 + 242 — 20 2[2,2,3] 3, 75
28 — 4zt — 223 + 22— 22— 5

6 13944 | 2% — 2® — 42 + 623 — 62+ 5 115 415
28 — 2% + 72 — 62 + 1122 — 102 + 4

7 140.92 |25 — 325 + 32* + 82% — 122 + 122 — 4| 2[2, 2] 3[2] 54
28422 — 22 — 322 —62—3

8 [41.05 | 2% — 9z* — 22® + 92° + 62 + 2 2[2] 3[2] 75
28 + 52 — 22% + 922 — 8z + 16

9 |41.80 | 2° — 62* — 42® + 182° + 122 — 26 2[3.3.3] 3[%.9]
28+ 32% —42® — 62— 2

10 |42.25 | 2 — 62* — 42° + 62% — 6 2[%,%,3] 3[2,2]
28 — 62* —42® + 622 — 4

11]43.55 | 2% — 22° + 32* + 623 — 62> + 152 + 15 | 35 59 233
20 —22° 4+ 22 — 222 — Tz — 1

1244.26 | 2% — 92* — 162 — 92° — 62 — 1 25 3[2,2] 139
28 — 32° + 42% — 4

13 [44.35 | 2® — 22° — 32" + 62° + 1627 — 320+ 8 | 2[5, 4,2] 53 Ts
28 — 225 4+ 62* — 8% —42® + 8z — 4

All together, the sextic searches here required several months of computer time.
For comparison, consider the determination in [10] and [11] respectively of all prim-
itive sextics and all septics ramified at 2 and 3 only. In each case, we had to search
root discriminants well beyond €, in fact to 23313/6 ~ 86.47 and 237/12313/6 ~ 91.61.
However these searches now take 2 hours and 13 hours respectively, as reported in
more detail in [11].

6. CONNECTIONS WITH AUTOMORPHIC FORMS

Some number fields are related to classical holomorphic forms on the complex
upper half plane. We review this connection here using the Ag number fields on
Table 5.2 as examples. Our discussion in this section explains the meaning of the
identities involving modular forms in the next four sections, as well as our entire
approach to SLy(8) fields in Section 9. Other number fields are related to other
sorts of automorphic forms and we also mention such connections here and in later
sections.
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We work inside the formal power series ring C|[[g]]. For each N, one has a finitely
generated subring M (N) = @, M (NN) of modular forms on the group I'y (), with
the weight k& running over 0,1/2,1,.... Elements of M(N) can be thought of as
functions on the upper half z-plane via ¢ = e2™#. Another conceptual point of
view is that M(N) is a projective coordinate ring for the modular curve X;(N).
However neither of these viewpoints enters into the rest of the discussion, and it
will suffice to think of modular forms simply as power series.

For k integral, one has the space of cuspidal newforms Sp°V(N) inside My (V).
This space is a direct sum of subspaces Sp°V(NV, x) indexed by Dirichlet characters
X : (Z/NZ)* — C* satisfying x(—1) = (—1)*. The only characters which will
appear explicitly in this paper are the trivial character x; and the quadratic Jacobi
symbol characters xp(-) = (Q) for D a discriminant of a quadratic field.

For p a prime not dividing N, one has the Hecke operator T, on SpV(N,x)
given by T,(3" ang™) = > (apn + X(p)P*'ay/p)q", with a,,/, understood to be 0
if n/p is not integral. The T, are semisimple commuting operators and all their
simultaneous eigenspaces have dimension one. Say an eigenform is normalized if
a; = 1. The set S} (N, x) of normalized eigenforms is then a basis for SP¥ (N, x).
These primitive forms are tabulated for a broad range of (k, N, x) at [24].

Let Z C C be the ring of algebraic integers. Any primitive form f lies in Z[[q]].
For a prime ¢, fix an ideal in Z with residue field F,, an algebraic closure of Fy.
Via this choice, a primitive form gives an element of F[[q]].

A representation p : Gal(Q/Q) — GLo(F,) is said to correspond to a prim-
itive form f € Fy[[q]] if and only if it is unramified at primes not dividing N/
and for all such primes the Frobenius class p(Fr,) has characteristic polynomial
22 — apx + x(p)p*~!. Every f has a corresponding p. Henceforth we restrict at-
tention to p which are semisimple, i.e. either irreducible or the the sum of two
irreducibles. Then p is unique up to conjugation. Also p is odd in the sense that
p(complex conjugation) has eigenvalues —1 and 1. Much of the ramification of p
can be given directly in terms of f.

Conversely, suppose we are given an odd semisimple p : Gal(Q/Q) — G Lo(Fy).
Then Serre’s conjecture says that it should come from a modular form via the above
construction. From the ramification in p, one can even specify the data (k, N, x).
In fact, the examples we give in this paper illustrate many aspects of the recipe in
[23].

Consider now Galois fields K C C with Gal(K/Q) of the form PGLy(\) for
A = ¢7 a prime power. If £ # 2 we allow also the index two subgroup PSLy(\)
but suppose further that K is not totally real. Then, since any homomorphism
Gal(Q/Q) — PGL»(Fy) lifts to a representation Gal(Q/Q) — GLo(F;), all such
K are expected to come from primitive forms.

Explicitly, such a K can be given as the splitting field of a degree A\+1 polynomial
f(z) € Z]x]. For p not dividing the discriminant of K, information on the Frobenius
element Fr, can be obtained by the partition u, of A4+1 whose parts give the degrees
of the irreducible factors of f(x) € Z,[z]. The possible partitions are (u,...,u,1,1)
for any factorization A — 1 = um, (u,...,u) for any factorization A + 1 = um, and
also (¢,...,¢,1). The order of the Frobenius element is the least common multiple
of the parts of i, i.e. just u, u, and £ in the three cases. The field K comes from
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a primitive form f =" a,q" if and only if

(6.1) the order of the Frobenius element Fr, =
0 -1
the order of < _ > in PGLy(A
N0 2

for p not dividing N¢. The right side depends only on the quotient af, / X(p)pk_1
in Fy C Fy. Also u = v means u = v or (u,v) = (1,£). In the cases PSLy(7) =
GL3(2), PSLy(9) = Ag and PSLy(11), we will work with polynomials of degree 7,
6, and 11 rather than 8, 10, and 12 respectively.

One way to construct modular forms is by 6-series. For ¢ a positive integer, let

6 = Y =142+ 2" 420"+

k=—o0

The form 6; lies in M /5(4t). As an example of the usefulness of theta series, one
has M (8) = CJf1, 62]. In general, it is useful to introduce the abbreviations

A 1 1

0y = §9t - 594t,

Gt = 29t - Gt/4

to keep formulas relatively simple. Here the latter abbreviation is used only when
t is a multiple of 4.

Let fso and fg, denote the first two polynomials in Table 5.2 with common
splitting field K 4,,1. A primitive modular form giving rise to K 4,1 is

facn = 010408052 [(—1 = V203 + (2 + V2)6E] +
101001055 [202 + Q\f%)g} € ST (1928, y_y).

Table 6.1 illustrates the correlation between the factorization patterns peq , and
tieb,p Of feq and fe, over Z, on the one hand, and the quantities d, = a2 /x—4(p)p?
in Fg = F3[i] on the other.

TABLE 6.1. Behavior of primes 5 < p < 97 in the first Ag field
K441 and the matching modular form fa, ;.

Class | t6a,p | Mebp | dp | Primes
1A | 1° 16 1
2A | 2211 | 2211 0167
3A | 3111 | 33 1
3B |33 3111 | 1] 11,73,79
4A | 42 42 2 13,19,31,47,71,89
5A |51 51 i|5,7,37,41,43,53,83
5B | 51 51 —1i | 17,23,29,59,61,97

To see definitively that K4, 1 really comes from f4, 1 one can proceed as follows.
Certainly fa,1 gives rise to an Ag field K ramified only at 2 and 3. However
there are only four such fields [10], and the three fields different from K4, 1 do
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not match the Frobenius data in Table 6.1. Therefore K = Ky 1. We have
used complete tables to obtain similar definitive matching for many of the As =2
SLy(4) = PSLy(5) and S5 =2 PGLy(5) fields found by the search of the previous
section. Similarly, for the next three Ag fields one has definitive matches fa,2 €
SE(104, X13), fag.s € SYT(49, x1), and fa, 4 € S5™(29,x1). However, even in
this small group setting, the desired primitive form may be beyond the tables in [24]
when £ does not ramify in K. Thus we do not presently have a matching form for
the fifth Ag field. If one allows also purely characteristic £ modular forms, then these
unramified-at-¢ fields should match modular forms of weight 1. Sections 7, 8, 10,
and 11 provide several examples of fields for which the corresponding characteristic
¢ weight one form has not been found.

The matches in the next four sections require not only the theta series we have
introduced, but also the twisted theta series

[e.°]

(6.2) dr= > xs(n)g"™ € M, (256t).
Also we use the eta-function

o0
(6.3) me=q"* ] - a™).

k=1

If t is a multiple of 24 then 1, € M, /5(24t).

Some of the matches in the next sections are only numeric in the sense that
we have checked agreement in (6.1) for p < 1000 but we haven’t established full
agreement rigorously. To definitively establish these matches, one approach would
be to try to use an effective Chebotarev density theorem. Of course, theoretical
results towards Serre’s conjecture might immediately settle the issue. There is such
a result in the case of PSLy(9) and PGLy(9) [8]. It applies to our second through
fourth Ag fields, since its hypothesis on ramification at 3 is satisfied. It doesn’t
apply to our first or fifth Ag field, nor to (10.1).

To find automorphic matches for the Sg fields of the previous section, one needs
to go beyond classical modular forms. When the quadratic subfield F' is real, the
setting of Hilbert modular forms over F' should provide matches. For example,
K, ; contains F' = Q(V/5) for j =2, 4, 7, and 11. These four fields have been seen
numerically by Diamond and Dembele in their computations with Hilbert modular
forms over Q(v/5). Another place that should provide matches for Sg fields is Siegel
modular forms of genus two, via Sg = Sp4(2).

7. DEGREE 7

There are three non-solvable septic groups, SL3(2), A7, and S7;. Run times
would be too long to fully compute K(G, ) for all three groups. However early on
we found
(7.1) fa () =27 — 325 + 32° + 32* —92® +- 322 + 2 -3

with Galois group Az, slope data (27, 3[3/2,3/2], 75), and Galois root discriminant
26/7325/1874/5 ~ 39 516. We carried out a search for alternating septics only and
cutoff 39.52, obtaining the following result:

Theorem 7.1. One has |K(SL3(2),39.52)] = 8 and |[K(A7,39.52)| = 1.
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more fields in K(SL3(2), ).

The eight fields in K(SL3(2),39.52) and then nine

# | GRD Polynomials Slope data
1322527 — 2% —92° — z* + 192 + 2122 — 232 — 13 | 27 34
' —a® — 925 — 2t +192% + 2122 + 212 +9  |11;
213225 2" — 228 + 22 — 223 + 222 — 2 27 317,
7 =328 +32° —zt — 522 + 522+ 3z — 1
3135.06 | 2" — af + 22° — 122" — 142® + 102” + 102 — 2| 2[5, 3] 117
x7 — 328 4+ 72® — 5a* — 1223 + 3222 — 362 + 4
413764 2" — a8 —32® + a2t 4422 — 2P —z+1 13, 109,
2T =28 — 2+ 4zt — 32—z 41
513813 |27 —32° +32° +2* =328 + 22—z — 1 27 4439
2’ =328+ 2 + 32 — 2P+ -3z -1
6 38.72 |27 — 225 4+ 22° 4+ 22* — 4a® + 42® — 4 27 457,
7 —22% — 22° + 6% — 42® — 222 + 4z — 2
713916 |2" —a® +a® + 2t =323 + 522 — 22 — 1 T4 194
2T — a8+ 2’ — 6t + 422+ 522 — 20— 1
8139.20 | 27 — 2% — 92° — z* + 82 — 122% — 120 — 2 2[%,%] 59
7 — 225 4+ 8% — 82* — 42® + 1222 — 20z +8 | 117
39.54 | 2" — 254+ 325 — 52 + 323+ 922 — Tz + 1 27 614
7 — 225 — 425 + 62* + 823 — 2222 + 162 — 2
39.55 | &7 — 2% 4+ 132° — 232 4+ 83 — 232% + 21z + 9| 3 53
7 — 2% —92° 4+ 212* — 32® — 2322 + 102+ 9 |117
40.08 |27 — 7z — 3 3[3]  7[3]
2T — T2t — 2123 4+ 2122 + 422 — 9
41.35 | 27 — 22° — 4zt — 223 — 222 + 2 27 5219
27 =328 +52° — Tt + 522 — 322 —zx + 1
43.26 | 27 — 142" — 212° — 422° — 28z + 30 2[3.3] 3
o’ — 7a® + 212® — 142” — Tz +4 7[3]
43.40 | 27 + 225 — 1223 — 222 4 62 — 2 27 T4
x’ —22% —22° + 22 — 82 +4x + 4 31y
44.10 | 27 — 32° + 32° + 32" — 182° + 2827 — 24z + 8| 2[5, 3] 534
27— 72® —102* + 32% + 3z + 2
44.27 | 2" — 22°% — 425 + 102% + 42% — 102 — 6 27 32
x’ — 225 — 62° + 14z* — 702% — 422 + 18 533
44.50 | 27 — 72® — 142" — 72 — Tw + 2 2[2,3] 7[3]
7 — 142® — 142% 4+ 7o 4 22

15

One reason for restricting attention to alternating septics is simply to cut down
on the number of cases. Another is that a particularly difficult p-adic ramification
partition is 2221. In the setting of sextics, we twinned away from 222 when it
occurred for a problematically large prime. Here twinning is not available, but
when one restricts to alternating septics, the structure 2221 simply does not occur.
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All together, the septic search behind Theorem 7.1 took several months, just like
the sextic search discussed at the end of Section 5.
From partial searches we know further that

IK(SL3(2), )| > 17,
IK(57, )] > 1.

The S7 field is defined by
(7.2) fs,(2) = 27 — 32°% + 62° — 5a* + 627 — 8x + 6,

with slope data (2[2,2], 3[3/2], 57) yielding root discriminant 23/237/656/7 ~ 40.49.
The seventeen SL3(2) fields are given on Table 7.1. The first two fields on this
SL3(2) table are properly ordered, as the first has GRD dgy,, (o) = 26/73%/4115/7 ~
32.247 while the second has GRD 26/7317'/2 ~ 32.252.

The eleventh listed field on the SL3(2) table is the famous Trinks field. A
modular form numerically matching the Trinks field via SL3(2) & PSLy(7) was
given by Mestre in [23, §5.5]. We find that a modular form numerically matching
the last field in Table 7.1 is

1. n o N ey~ .
faas0 = b10s (293295 —\/=20,03, + 20302 + 4\/—293932) € S (256, x_4).

The fields Kgr,(2),

),j for j = 2,5, 6, are numerically matched with automorphic
forms on GL3 in [1

f

8. DEGREE 8

There are four non-solvable groups in degree eight of the form H".A discussed in
the introduction, PSLy(7), PGL2(7), Ag, and Ss. The group PSLy(7) was already
treated in the previous section via PSL2(7) = SL3(2). Here we report on twenty
sub-Q) fields with G = PGL»(7). By extrapolation from lower degrees, and also
from partial octic searches, we expect that there are no sub-Q fields with G = Ag
or Ss.

Thirteen of the twenty known fields in K(PGLy(7), Q) were found by specializing
three point covers. We worked with four covers with numerical invariants as in

TABLE 8.1. Information corresponding to four octic three point covers.

N|X M JAo|g| dn(t) | Badp
8a|3311 2222 71 [0 -7 |2 37
8b| 611 22211 71 |0 |-7t(t—1)|2 3 7
8c |44 22211 611|0| —7(t—-1) |2 3 7
84|44 2222 71 |1 -7 |2 7
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Table 8.1 and equations as follows:

fsa(t,z) = (2% + 5z + 1)% (2 + 13z + 49) — 2033z,
fap(t,x) = 28(2? — 2 +7) — 2233t (x — 1),
fse(t,z) = 33(x? + 7)* — 210 (722 — 62 + 63),

fsa(t, ) = (1 —t)(2® + 14z + 21)*+
(z* + 2823 + 23822 + 588z — 455)%t — 2'6(t — 1)t

In cases 8a, 8b, and 8¢, as well as most cases in the sequel, the cover is a map
from a projective line PL to a projective line P}, ramified only over t = 0, t = 1,
and t = oo. Case 8d is more complicated as the covering curve has genus one.
Always we indicate the corresponding ramification partitions by Ag, A1, and A.
The fact that the cover is ramified only above 0, 1, and oo is reflected in polynomial
discriminants, e.g.,

Dgq(t) = —2*83247714 (¢t — 1),

Specializing a cover means essentially plugging in a number 7 € Q — {0,1} for ¢,
and, to get a Galois field, taking the splitting field Ky, of fy(7,z) in C. The
contribution from p to the root discriminant of Ky , is a p-adically continuous
function of 7. This function is complicated reflecting wild ramification for a finite
set of bad primes. It is simple at the remaining primes, where the ramification can
be at worst tame. The final column to explain in Table 8.1 is headed by dy(t).
This gives the discriminant Dy (t) modulo squares in Q(¢)*. So Covers 8a and
8d are only capable of yielding fields containing Q(v/—7) while Covers 8b and 8c
can yield PGLy(7) fields containing any quadratic field and also PSLo(7) fields.
See Section 13 for two examples treated in some detail, and also [21] for a more
systematic presentation of the general technique of constructing number fields by
specializing three point covers.

Cover 8a, 8b, 8¢, and 8d yielded respectively 9, 1, 0 and 7 fields. Some fields
were repeated, giving thirteen distinct fields in all. We also did a naive search
for fields given by polynomials with small coefficients. This yielded some of the
same thirteen fields, and five more fields; these five extra fields were already in [14].
Finally a search tailored to find fields with discriminant of the form 223° found two
more fields.

Tables 8.2 and 8.3 indicate a connection with elliptic curves and in the next
four paragraphs we explain this connection. Cover 8a can be identified with the
modular curve X((7) covering the j-line X((1). A cubic base-change of this cover
is Xo(14) — Xo(2). This last map is equivariant with respect to the Atkin-Lehner
operator wy. Cover 8d is the corresponding quotient Xo(14)/ws — Xo(2)/wz. The
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TABLE 8.2. The first ten known fields in (PG L2(7), ).

GRD Polynomial Sources Elliptic Slope data
27.35 | 28 — 27 + 325 — 32° 4 22* 536
—22% + 52 + 52+ 1
30.46 | 2® — 42° — 82° +322°  |a —7°/2!38 18816C1 | 2[%, %] 37
+1622 — 1 T
31.49 | 2® — 227 4 72" — 1427 a 2123% /3357 1960C1 |2[3, 3] 7[3]
+8z +5|a 227%/33 392B1
d1/2¢
31.60 | 2® — 42" + 212" — 18z + 9 |a (6 j's) and 24A1-6 2[%, %] 37
d (5 t’s); see (8.3) Ts
31.64 | 2® — 62 — 482° — 722 2[2,3,4,3] 37
—48x — 9
35.49 | 28 — 2% — 32° — 2* + 42° 53 73
+4z? — 22— 1 11,
35.82 | 2® — a7 4+ 725 4+ 72® — T2* |2 —223% /2132 | 2646B1 |27 3[3]
+49z% — 3522 + 412 — 20 s
38.05 | z® — 227 + 2% + 42® — 2* 2[3] 1815
+62° + 327 — 8z +4
39.62 | 2® — 427 4 142" — 8z +4 |2 2/3? 128A1 | 2[5, %] 7[%]
a 73/2133 128A2
d—1/23
39.67 | 2® — 227 + 142" — 16z + 4 |a —1/33 1568D1 | 2[2,2] 73]
a 313/2333 1568D2
d —7%/25

situation is thus as follows:

8a 8d
Xo(14)
/ ! N
(8.1) Xo(7) Xo(2) Xo(14) /we
\ \ l
Xo(1) Xo(2)/wa.

To discuss more than one cover at once, it is convenient to introduce new param-
eters. For a coordinate on X((1) we replace t by j. On Xy(2) we use a suitable
coordinate u. On X(2)/wy we use our previous t. With these conventions, the two
lower maps in (8.1) are given by

o (du—1)3
]z 2Tu
P (Vi

4u
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TABLE 8.3. The remaining ten known fields in (PG L2(7), ).

GRD Polynomial Sources Elliptic Slope data
39.79 | 2® — 27 — 425 + 823 27 39
+222 -2 56 11,
41.34 | 2® — 2" + 28 + 425 — 24 1709,
—323 4522 — 2241
42.43 | 28 — 227 — 32° + 62* 37 29¢
+32% — 322 +3
42.59 | 2® — 27 — 7% 4 72 a 227/33 196A1 |23 T[4
—27z —1|a 2271613 /33 196A2
d 7/2% b 227233
43.23 | 2% — 142° — 35z — 4223 | d 1/22 2[2,2] 39
—142% — 16z — 14 7[%]
43.65 | 2® — 327 + 72" — 72 |a —117/2633 121A2 | 7[{] 113
—z—4|a —11'1313/2632 |121A1
4425 | 2® + 2" — Tt +8x + 1 5o 73
132
44.30 [2® + 22" — 72" + 4z +1 |a 2°/3° 200B1 |2[3,3] 52
a 173/2233 200B2 | 7[%]
d 52/24
44.45 | 2® — 16a° 4 422* — 9623 2[2, 3, %, %] 3[%}
+1362> — 48z — 33
44.46 | 28 — 225 — 22° + 62 32 6599
+82% + 522+ 41

The equation
(8.2) h(j,t) = 7295% — 54(512t% — 414t + 27)5 + (16t +9)*> =0

gives the curve X((2) as a correspondence between the base projective line P; of
8a and the base projective line P} of 8d.

If a field K appears in Table 8.2 or 8.3 with “a j” listed as a source, then, for
any elliptic curve F with J-invariant 1728j, K embeds into the GLs(7) field Lg
generated by the 7-torsion points of E. Because of quadratic twisting, Lg depends
on the choice of F, but K doesn’t. The table gives an elliptic curve with minimal
conductor from [4] for every j.

For seven of the nine fields K coming from 8a, more than one j gives rise to K.
This multiplicity is explained by isogenies in all cases except the one involving the
non-isogenous curves 1960C1 and 392B1. The isogenies are 2-isogenies except for

196A1 2 19642 and 12141 ~ 121A42.

A rational number 7 # 0, 1, considered as a point in X((2)/ws, corresponds to an
unordered pair of elliptic curves Fq and Fo with a 2-isogeny between them, with the
J-invariants of 1 and Es being 1728 times the roots of the polynomial A(j, 7) in
(8.2). In cases 31.49, 42.59, and 43.23, the j-invariants of Ey and Ey are conjugate
quadratic irrationalities. In cases 39.62, 39.67, and 44.30, the j-invariants of F; and
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F, are both rational, and correspond to the previously discussed specializations of
8a. The case 31.60 is similar but with a more complicated 2-isogeny tree:

133 2632 733
223° 2437 \
25 —1 4 473

1
34 2738 2734 25311

(8.3) 193° o4 174 1153%

Here, the vertices are labelled with j, and edges by ¢. Our cover 8b is similarly

identified with X (21)/ws — X¢(3)/ws. The cover 8¢ is naturally identified with a

map of Shimura curves associated with the quaternion algebra ramified at 2 and 3.
Some simple formulas for matching modular forms are as follows:

far.a0 = m371} € Sp(8,x1),
f31.60 = 121476712 € S (24, x1),
J39.62 = élésémész € Sgrim(u&)(l),
fso.67 = 01020405(0363 +80363) € ST™™ (32, x1),
fazs0 = 15" €SP (4, x1)-

These formulas are known rigorously through the connection with elliptic curves,
which is direct in the cases of 31.60 and 39.62. Via PG Ly(7) = SL3(2).2, the fields
on Tables 8.2 and 8.3 containing an imaginary quadratic field F' should also arise
from holomorphic modular forms on Us ; over F.

9. DEGREE 9

Besides Ag and Sy, there are two non-solvable degree nine groups, the simple
group T27 = SLy(8) and its automorphism group 732 = X L(8) = SLy(8).3. In
this section, we present the fields we know in IC(G, Q) for the latter two G and how
we found them.

For SLy(8), [7] says that there are modular forms in characteristic two of weight
1 for the prime conductors p = 1429, 1567, 1613, 1693, and 1997 which conjecturally
give rise to fields K C C with Gal(K/Q) = SL3(8) and root discriminant /p < €2.
We wrote a specialized search program which inputs a prime p and outputs certain
polynomials

9
flz) =2+ Z a;x®"
i=1

The program loops over small values of a1, as, a3, and a4. It finds the integers
as, ag, ar, ag, and ag in (—p/2,p/2) such that f(z) factors modulo p into a linear
polynomial times a quartic squared. It then outputs polynomials whose discrimi-
nant is a square. Looking among the polynomials output by the program, we found
polynomials for each of the primes p.

Also for SLy(8), we searched the modular forms database [24] for conductors
N in weight 2 which from the factorization modulo 2 of the Hecke polynomials on
new forms should give rise to SLs(8) fields. We found that 10 appropriate forms,
assuming generic behavior at 2, all coming from prime power conductors, namely

N = p° =97, 109, 113, 127, 139, 149, 151, 169 = 132, 243 = 35, and 289 = 172.



GALOIS NUMBER FIELDS WITH SMALL ROOT DISCRIMINANT 21

TABLE 9.1. The fifteen known fields in IC(SL2(8),€2). Each of
them was found starting from a known modular form. R here is
an abbreviation for 2[2, 2, 2].

GRD Polynomial Slope data
30.31 |z — 32% 4+ 122% — 142® — 22* + 1222 + 2 + 1 R 13,
32.18 | 2° — 62° + 182° — 182" + 362" + 182 + 27z + 22 R 3[3,3]
33.13 | 2° — 2® + 1225 — 122° — 282 4+ 4823 — 2022 + 5z — 1 R 97,
35.12 | 2° — 2® — 1625 4+ 362° — 122* — 82® — 3z — 1 R 109,
35.76 | z° + 427 — 102° + 122* — 1222 + 10z — 4 R 113,
3780 |2® + 2" — 428 —122* — 23 — T2 —2 -1 1429,
37.91 | z° — 2% + 827 — 182° + 2825 — 562* + 6823 — 5622 + 262 — 6 R 127,
39.59 | 2% — 228 4+ 1027 — 2525 + 342° — 402 + 522° — 4522 4 202 — 4 15675
39.66 | z° + 8z7 — 162° + 3025 — 642* + 8023 — 5622 + 22z — 4 R 139,
40.16 | 2° — 228 + 625 — 82% — 122* +122° + 1222 —z + 1 16135
41.06 | 2° — 428 4+ 1025 + 202* — 7223 — 822 + 161z — 128 R 149,
41.15 | 2° — 1827 — 225 + 8525 + 24a* — 82 + 1922 + 5z — 14 16934
41.33 | 2° — 228 + 227 + 102° — 182° + 30z + 662> — 4222 + 71x + 152 | R 1515
41.74 | 2° + 3425 — 1362* 4 27223 — 34022 + 2382 — 68 R 179
44.69 | 2° — 32% + 425 + 525 — 182" 4 232® — 2522 + 162 — 4 19974

We searched in the manner described in [11], simultaneously targeting behavior
at 2 and p. Assuming generic behavior at 2, the decomposition group at 2 is the
full group T25 = C3.C7 of upper triangular matrices in SLo(8). Certainly this
implies that f(z) factors 2-adically as an octic g(x) € Zs[x] times a linear factor.
Moreover, from the complete enumeration of 2-adic octic fields [13], we know that
there are only two possibilities for L = Qa|x]/g(z), namely L1 = Qz|x]/g1(z) and
Ly = Qa[z]/g2(x) with

gi(x) = 2%+ 227 + 221 4 2,
g(x) = 28+227 +22° 2.

Local computations then say that for an octic Eisenstein polynomial g(z) € Zs[z],
one has Qq[z]/g(x) = L; iff g(x) = g;(x) (4). This statement formed the basis of
our targeting at 2. The targeting at p, corresponding to tame ramification in every
case except p® = 3%, was easier. We found a field for each of the ten V.

The modular form we started from to compute the second field first appeared in
[15]:

(9.1)  fazas = (a—1+4To)(ngns1/nsmar + 130y /nomer) +

(0% — o — 2)(m3momsy + Bnamerd)) € S5T(243,x1).
For the others, we do not know of similarly explicit formulas.

Our fifteen fields in K(XLy(8),€2) were found by specializing three point covers,
with numeric invariants as in Table 9.2 and equations as follows:
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TABLE 9.2. Invariants of three covers with generic Galois group
YLy(8) = SL3(8).3. The three point cover 9b has ramification
points, v/—3, —v/—3, oo rather than the usual 0, 1, co.

N | X A Ao |g| Res(t) | Badp
9a [ 333 22221 9 |1|Q(cos(27/9)) [2 3
9b | (33111 33111) 9 |0 | Qla]/res(t,z) |2 3
9c | 333 22221 711| 0| Q(cos(27/9)) |2 3 7

foa(t, ) = (2® — 922 — 692 — 123)3—
2144(92* — 422% — 67522 — 1485z — 441) — 27842,

foo(t,2) = 2° + 10827 + 2162° + 43742° + 136082 + 994682+
21578422 4 998001z + 663552t 4 810648,

foe(t,2) = 4(2® + 42 + 10z + 6)3 — 27¢(4a® + 13z + 32).

Cover 9a was originally found by Elkies and Cover 9b by Matzat. For more on both,
see [21, §6]. In particular for Cover 9a, some of the fields on Table 9.3 come from
even more specialization points than listed on Table 9.3, and this phenomenon is
explained in large part by isogenies, like in Section 8. The cubic subfield associated
to 9b is the only one which varies with ¢, it being given by

rop(t,z) = 23 — (92 + 27)x — (9> 4 9% + 27t + 27).

This cover is the only one of the three which has specializations with Galois group
SL5(8), such as those given in [21, §6]. However Cover 9b is not a very fecund
source for SLy(8) fields, as it seems all the SLy(8) fields it gives have slope data
2[2,2,2] at 2. At any rate, we did not find any SLo(8) fields with GRD less than 2
from 9b. Note finally that non totally real fields with Galois group XLy (8) should
correspond to Hilbert modular forms on the totally real cubic subfield.

10. DEGREE 10

In this section we focus on the non-solvable group T35 = PI'Ly(9) = PSLs(9).2?
and its index two subgroups 730 = PGL5(9) and T31 = M. Another interesting
class of non-solvable decic groups, A% and its index 2, 4, and 8 overgroups, will be
treated in Section 12.

Table 10.1 shows seven triples (Mg, A1, Aoo) Of partitions of ten. All of them give
rise to decic three point covers with Galois group PT'Ly(9), equations being
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TABLE 9.3. The fifteen known fields in IC(XLy(8),2). All of them
were found by specializing three point covers.
GRD Polynomial Sources Slope data
34.36 | 2° — 32° + 427 + 162” + 8z + 8 | ¢ 73 /2133 2[2, 2 2]
Ty
35.52 |2 — 2® + 2207 + 282" — 282" | c 5!7°/213 2[2,8, 2]
+282% + 2422 + 200z — 204 53 79
35.72 | 2 — 62° — 122° — 362 a —2° 2[4, 2 12] 3[3,2,3]
—18z —4|a —32/24
36.12 | 2° — 32° + 1227 — 202° + 362° |a 113/2° 2[18, 28 18] 3]2,2]
—362" +402° — 242° + 122 — 4
37.18 | 2 — 62° — 182° — 54a* — 902° | a 27 2[2,2,8]  3[2,2,3]
—902? — 5dx — 16 | a —243
37.57 | 2° — 242° + 482° + 2162 a —113/28 2[2, 10,101 3[2,3]
—~108z — 296 | a 3/22
40.18 | 2° — 32® 4+ 627 — 102° + 122° | a —53/2° 2[2,8 8] 32,2
—12z* + 823 — 1227 — 4 T2
40.41 | 2° — 32° + 122° — 62° — 182" |a 1/2 2[2,2, 2] 3[3,2]
+482° — 84x® + 63z — 17
41.78 | 2 — 32° + 627 + 82° — 242°  |a —2%/5 2[8,8,8]  3[3,2]
+422" + 62° +30 | a 22/53 53
41.79 | 2% — 2® — 427 + 282 + 2622 c —53/26 2[?,?,;]
+9z + 1 | ¢ 227/33 73]
41.90 | 2° — 32® + 427 +62° + 3z +3 |c 25/3* 29 37
c 2772 /38 7[£]
41.98 | 2° — 32® + 427 —82® —4x —4 |c 53/33 22,2, 3]
c —7%173 /3357 7[2]
42.96 | 2 — 122° — 242* + 162° + 482° | b 0 2[2,2, 2] 3[2,2]
+12z + 16
43.69 | 2 — 32° — 242° + 182" + 182" | a 37 2[2,2,3] 33,2, 8]
—242°% 4+ 9z — 3| a 53/33
44.68 | 2° — 242° + 182° + 1442° a —2°3 2[12 12 121 3]2, 3]
—21622 + 81z +24 | a 1/22

froa(t, ) = 4(2® + 622 + 152 + 12)32 4 27t(32% + 142 + 27),
fron(t,z) = 2®(x — 3)% — 27t(322 — 2z + 3),

froe(t,z) = (5% — 81)*(52% + 50 + 189) — 21431%¢,

froa(t,z) = (1522 + 102 + 3) + 12t2° (52 + 2) + 642210,
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Information corresponding to seven decic three
point covers with generic Galois group PT'Ly(9).

N )\0 )\1 )\oo g SG PGLQ (9) M10 Bad P
10a | 3331 22222 811 [0 | —(t—1) 2 —2(t—1) |2 3

106 | 82 2221111 811 |0 t 2t —1) 2t—-1) |2 3

10c¢ | 4411 2221111 (10) | O t 5t(t —1) 5(t—1) 2 3 5
10d | 4411 222211 55 0 —15 5 -3 2 3 5
10e | 3331 22222 (10) | 1| —(t—1) 5 —5(t—1) |2 3 5
10f | 442 22222 82 | 1| —H(t—1) 10t —2t(t—1) | 2 5
10g | 4411 22222 (10) | 1| =3(t—1) 5 ~15(t—1) |2 3 5

froe(t,2) = (1 — ) (2 — 60z — 200)*(x — 20)+
t(z® — 102% — 1402 4 10022 + 2600z — 14504)2 + t(t — 1)2634,

frof(t,z) = 16(1 — )22 (22 + 5z + 5)*+
t(42° + 402" + 1402° + 20027 + 105z + 34)* + (t — 1)t(5z + 2)?,

frog(t,2) = (1 — t) (2 — 15)* (2% + 202 + 180)+
t(2® + 102" 4 1023 — 700> 4 22252 — 3046) + t(t — 1)2838.

For N = 10a, 10b, 10c, our polynomial fx(¢,x) presents Cover N in the usual

simple form P — P}. Cover 10d is also of genus zero, but it is more complicated

as it has no rational points, in fact no real points and no points over Qs. Covers
10e, 10f, and 10g all have genus one. The Galois group of the number field Ky +

is in H if the quantity printed in the (N, H) slot in Table 10.1 is a square in Q*.

Table 10.2 gives the sub-) fields we found. Although all covers except for 10d
are capable of producing Mg fields, we did not find any sub-Q M fields. The

covers also reproduced some of the Ag and Sg fields on Tables 5.2 and 5.3.
A form numerically matching the first field on Table 10.2 is

fas.so =(2 — V/2)010160320256 + (V2 — 1)016050160a56

+2i\/2 + V201 p96390056 — i\ 4+ 2v/20, 42050256

— 2ip1Pa016032 + iV 201 0403016

—21/4 — 2261204032 — \/ 8 — 4V 26120405 € S5 (1024, xs).

(10.1)

To get matches for the PT'L4(9) fields, one would have to work with G Ly over the
quadratic subfield corresponding to PGL2(9), thus holomorphic Hilbert modular

forms in the case this subfield is real.
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TABLE 10.2. The two known fields in K(PGL2(9),9) and the
fourteen known fields in C(PT' Ly (9), 2)

GRD Polynomial Sources Slope data
36.79 | 210 — 32® 4 1225 — 242° b -1 2[2,3,4]  3[2,3]
+122* 4 4522 — 24z + 9
43.91 | 20 — 22° + 928 — 722 b 36/7 2[2,3,4] 78
+14x — 7
38.61 | #'° — 42° + 62° — 92° + 32* d 53/22 2[2,2] 32, 3]
+182% — 122 + 6 5g
39.28 | 210 — 62% + 92% — 122° + 242* | a 22 2[2,3, 3] 3[2, 1]
+212% 4 42 + 18
40.12 | 2% — 22° 4 32® — 1225 + 242° | a 53/22 2[2,2,3,4] 3[3,3]
122" + 212% — 74z + 55 | a 156133 /38118
40.45 | 2'° — 52° + 152% — 3027 + 452° | e 2°/32 32, 2] 5%]
—512° + 302" — 152% — 152 + 42 | d 335/28
41.19 | 2'° — 32° 4 182° — 302" + 392° |a 5%/3° 2[2,3,2,2] 3[3, 3]
—16z 43
41.65 | 2'° — 22° + 152° + 122° + 182" |a 26 2(3,%,3]  3[3,2]
+122% + 1222 4+ 8z + 2 7o
42.83 | 21 — 22° + 32 + 92° —182° | a 13%/223° 2[2,2,3,3] 3[L, 2]
+92* 4+ 272% — 18z + 9
43.01 | 2" — 427 + 62° + 2422 a113/23 2[2,3,4,5] 310
+32z + 16
43.52 | 2'0 + 92° + 62° — 302* — 482° | a —5%/37 2[2,3,4]  3[2,2]
—362% — 162 — 12
43.87 | 2" — 227 + 32® — 62° 4 122° a —53/26 2[2,2,3,3] 310
—30z* — 1522 — 22 — 41 T
43.93 | 2% — 52% — 1027 + 102° + 82° | e 2/33 2[2]5 3s
+10z* + 502° + 8527 — 60z + 1 5[2]
44.09 | 2'° — 42° + 62° — 1227 a 133 /2154 2[2,2,3,Z] 310
—16x — 8 5o
44.20 | 2" — 1527 — 272" + 752" e 2 [, L] 5[2]
+1352% + 10z + 81
44.74 | 20 — 42° + 122° — 2427 a 2°/3% 2[8,8,3]  3[3,%]
+392°% — 482° + 482" — 362° 59
+242% — 122+ 6

11. DEGREE 11

In degree 11, we know of only one non-solvable sub-2 field, the splitting field K
of either

fiia(z) = 2t =221 4 32% + 228 — 527 + 162° — 102° + 1027 +
223 — 322 + 4z — 1,
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fi(z) = 2 —2210 4 2% — 5% 4 1327 — 928 + 2% — 8z* + 92% —
322 — 2z + 1.

One has Gal(K/Q) = PSLy(11) and d(K) = 1831'/2 ~ 42.79. Here Q[z]/f114()
and Q[z]/f11p(x) are twin fields, corresponding to two non-conjugate embeddings
of the order 60 group As into the order 660 group PSLs(11).

The polynomial fi1,(z) appears at [14]. Here we sketch the resolvent construc-
tion we used to compute fi1p(x) from fi14(x). Let a; be the complex roots of
f11a(z) with approximate values as follows:

4 6 9 11
il 1 2 7

3 5 8 10
aj | -1.6 —0.7 0.1£10; 02+1.2i 03 04£07 13+13i

An element of Gal(K/Q) is complex conjugation
(11.1) o = (3,4)(5,6)(8,9)(10, 11).

We need to complement this element with others to obtain all of Gal(K/Q).

The degree 165 polynomial with roots a; +o; +oy, factors over Z into irreducibles
as fss5(x)fiio(z). Say that ¢,j € {1,...,10} are adjacent iff a; + a; + 11 is a root
of the degree 55 polynomal fs5(x). This definition yields the valence 3 graph P
in Figure 11.1 (called the Petersen graph, see e.g. [25]). The automorphism group
A(P) of this graph is isomorphic to S5. Its alternating subgroup A(P)* is the
subgroup of Gal(K/Q) fixing 1. Since A(P)* is a maximal subgroup of PSLy(11)
and o € A(P)", o and A(P)" together generate all of Gal(K/Q).

FIGURE 11.1. Adjacency relations among aq, ..., aig.

10 ——8

An element of A(P)" evident from Figure 11.1 is “clockwise rotation by 1/5
turn,” or

(11.2) r=(1,2,8,10,9)(5,3,4,7,6).

Let H be the subgroup (o, r) of Gal(K/Q). One can check that it is a transitive
subgroup with sixty elements. Let C' be the set of right cosets of H in Gal(K/Q).
For ¢ € C, define
60 = Z Ag1QgaQig3.
geEc
Define Fiy1p(x) € Z[z] to be the monic degree 11 polynomial with roots §.. Our
polynomial f11,(z) is obtained by applying Pari’s polredabs to Fiip(x).
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12. COMPOSITA

Let G be a group with surjections i; : G — @1 and iy : G — Q2 such that
(i1,12) : G — Q1 X Q2 is an injection. Then any field K € (G, C) is a compositum
K1 Ky with K; € IC(Q“C)

We have looked at all composita K = Ky K5 with each K; different fields in one
of the identified sets K(Q, Q) with @ = As, S5, Ag, or Sg. In all cases, the root
discriminant of K is above (), proving the following result.

Corollary 12.1. Let G be one of the twelve groups A, X An, Apm X Sp, Sm X2 Sy
or Sm x Sp with (m,n) = (5,5), (5,6), or (6,6). Then K(G, ) is empty.

Several times, basic invariants of K; and K5 allowed the possibility that K Ko
might be sub-Q2, but in every such case computation of more refined invariants re-
vealed that K1 K5 has root discriminant above 2. One such instance is the following.
Consider

filz) = 2°—22* +132% — 927 + 362 — 12
fa(z) = 2® +192% — 57,

both of which have Galois group As. Both splitting fields K; have root discriminant
37/6194/5 ~ 37.9878. At issue is the root discriminant 3%319%19 of K K,. At 19,
both K and K3 are tame with ¢ = 5, so 19 = 4/5. At 3, both root fields Q[z]/ fi(x)
factor 3-adically as a wildly ramified cubic with unique wild slope 3/2 times a tamely
ramified quadratic. This leaves two possibilities, as the cubic and the quadratic
could both have discriminant 3 or both —3 in QJ /Q3?. For f; this discriminant
is —3 while for fy this discriminant is 3. This causes K1K> to have slope of 3/2
with multiplicity two, rather than one. So 3 is (8/9)(3/2) + (1/9)(1/2) = 25/18
rather than (2/3)(3/2) + (1/3)(1/2) = 7/6. So the root discriminant of K Ko is
325/18194/5 ~ 48.4921.

Consider next groups G = A% .H C Sy, with m = 5,6 and H a subgroup of
D4. We have just considered the cases with H not switching the two factors of A,,.
The remaining cases correspond to Co C H C Dy, i.e. H=C5, V, Cy, and Dy. In
the case m = 5, these groups are T40, T41, T42, and T43 respectively, while for
m = 6 they are T296, T297, T298, and T299 respectively. Given Corollary 12.1,
one might expect that there are very few sub-Q2 fields for these groups. If fact, we
have found only one, the splitting field for

(12.1) 20 4+ 228 — 827 — 82% — 162° — 162! — 82® — 142 — 4,

with Galois group A2.2, slope data [2,2,3,7/2,7/2] at 2 and [3/2,3/2] at 3, and
root discriminant 251/16325/18 ~ 41.90.

The way we first encountered the splitting field of (12.1) was as follows. We
considered the family x® + 2ax® + 3bx? + ¢ which has polynomial discriminant
2030¢(ath® — 160° + ac — 20a%b3c — 3a*c? — 8b3c? + 3a%c® — ¢*). Plugging in a,
b, and c all from the same quadratic field will generically give all of AZ2.D4 as a
splitting field over Q. However we found a = —b = ¢ = —1 + v/2 multiplied with its
conjugate gives a degree twelve polynomial with the above Galois root discriminant.
Its Galois group is not the 1,036,800-element group A2.Dy, but rather the 7,200~
element group 7269 = PG Ly(5)2.2. Twinning down over Q(v/2), we get the decic
polynomial (12.1).
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13. LARGER DEGREES

In the previous sections, we presented non-solvable sub-{2 fields with Galois group
involving the first through fifth and then eighth simple group, in order of size, as
listed in Section 1. The sixth and seventh groups are PSLy(13) and PSLy(17).
The ninth through twenty-first groups are PSL2(19), SL2(16), SL3(3), SUs3(3),
PSLy(23), PSLy(25), My, PSLo(27), PSLo(29), PSLy(31), As, PSL3(4), and
SU4(2). We have specialized at least one three point cover corresponding to these
fifteen groups, and more three point covers for larger simple groups as well, but
have not found any corresponding sub-{2 fields.

Here we will report on just one of the computations that did not result in a
sub-€) field. We choose this one because we think it gives the best candidate for a
minimal root discriminant dg. Otherwise, the computation is quite representative
of the others we have done.

Our group is X Ly(16) = SLy(16).4 with SLo(16) having order 4080 = 24.3-5-17.
The first necessity is to find corresponding degree |P*(16)| = 17 three point covers,
as this is the smallest degree group omitted from Table 10 in the appendix of the
standard reference [17]. The most promising class triples are (34,2A,15ABCD)
and (44,2B,15ABCD), corresponding to partition triples (3°12,281,15 - 12) and
(4%1,2615,15 - 12) respectively. We find the corresponding covers to be

filtt,x) = 22(z® +32* + 1203 + 1822 + 272 4+ 9)3 (2 + 32 + 6) —
t3% (42 + 3z + 24),

fo(t,x) = 3%(x* + 223 + 4a? + 282 — 4)*(z — 2) +
21255 (22% — 3z + 18),

with discriminants Dy () = 2603124518410 (4 1) and Dy (t) = 22323605106412(; _1)6,
The generic Galois group is indeed SL2(16).4 in both cases. However the mon-
odromy group is SL2(16) and SL2(16).2 in the two cases. The quartic extensions
of Q(t) corresponding to the .4 are

q1(t,x) zt —2® —42® + 4z + 1,
gt z) = a* —15t%2% 4+ 15t® + 45t — 90¢3 + 45¢%.

The first of these comes from the constant field extension Q((; /15)“‘ of Q. The
second gives quartic Cy fields varying with ¢, but all containing Q(v/5) and all with
discriminant exactly divisible by 53.

A specialization point T € Q — {0, 1} gives a degree 17 algebra Q[z]/f;(7,z). To
keep the discriminant of this algebra of the form 23557, a necessary and sufficient
condition is that 7 can be written in the form —axz?/cz" with

az? +by? + cz" =0,

a, b, ¢ integers with all prime factors in {2,3,5}, and «x, y, z integers. Here (p, q,7)
is (3,2, 15) for the first cover and (4, 2, 15) for the second.

We found over 400 such specialization points for f; and over 200 for f>. Exactly
three points for fi; and two points for fo gave a Galois root discriminant less than
Q. These are indicated in Table 13.1. As one can tell from the three specialization
points for f;, ramification can be made tame at any of 2, 3, and 5, Similarly
one can see from either of the two specialization points that 3 can even be made
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TABLE 13.1. The three specialization points 7 for f; and the
two for fo giving sub-Q Galois root discriminants. All five poly-
nomials f;(7, x) factor as an irreducible degree d polynomial times
an irreducible polynomial of degree 17 — d, showing immediately
that the Galois group G is not all of SL3(16).4. In each case, the
Galois group is given, and also a polynomial with degree < d and
the same splitting field.

T GRD d G |Another defining polynomial
—275/36 [24/531/2531/20 ~ 36.54(16| 2%.F5 |20 — 202% + 8022 — 16
52173 /210127/634/5523/20 ~ 38 41|12| S5 x o 4|(2® + 152 — 6)-
(2% — 2% — 4 + 42 + 1)
27/3 | 24/5311/653/4 ~ 43.63]12|S5 x4 |(2® — 22* + 4a® + 222 — 4z — 10)-
(2% — 23 — 42 + 42 + 1)
—3352 22571/60 ~ 26.86|15|F5 x S3|(2° + 5% + 5z — 2)-
(23 — 2% + 21 + 2)
335/28 27/6531/20 x5 27.20(12| S5 x4 4 |(2® — 1022 — 10z — 16)-
(x* =2+ 22 —24+1)

unramified for fo. Accordingly, we also tried more specialization points for each
cover, allowing other primes to ramify, but did not find any more which gave a
Galois root discriminant less than €.

As explained in some detail on the table, our five specialization points all gave
a field with Galois group not containing SL2(16). This phenomenon was seen very
often while specializing our other covers. It, and similar behaviors such as that
described in the last paragraph of Section 12, give support to the expectation that
there are very few sub-() fields for the groups in question.

The smallest GRD we found for a field with Galois group containing SL2(16) is

9101/6043/4523/20 46.60,

coming from the splitting field of f1(—8,z) with slope data

26 26 26 26 5

and Galois group all of ¥L5(16). A polynomial with smaller coefficients having the
same splitting field is

fx) = ' —2'% 4 421 4 202" — 202 4 20210 + 102° — 502° +
4427 — 242° 4 162° 4 202* — 602 — 1222 — 32 — 13.

The derivation of (13.1) requires more than our usual mechanical appeal to our
database at 2 and 5, so we sketch our procedure here for 2, the harder of the two
cases. We begin by factoring f(z) over Qa, getting a totally ramified degree 16
factor with discriminant 226 and a degree 1 factor. Let a; € Qs be the root of
the degree one factor and let as,...,a17 be the roots of the degree 16 factor in an
algebraic closure of Qa. Consider the polynomial d(z) € Z[z] with roots a; — «;.
We calculate this algebraically and then take its 2-adic Newton polygon, finding it
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to have slopes 3/16 with multiplicity 32 and 7/30 with multiplicity 240. The 3/16
can only be the 2-adic valuation of the roots o; — a; with 1 € {4, 5} and the 7/30
must be the 2-adic valuation of the remaining roots. The odd part of 30 is 15, so
15 must divide, hence be, the size of the tame inertia group. This forces there to
be four wild slopes, all equal, hence all 26/15.

(1]

2
(3]

(4]

22]
23]

[24]
[25]
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