








Lana: Youth and Career 

Lana is born (Man:h 24, 1809). His paternal 
grandfather is conservative, while his father, a 
medical doctor in anny of Joseph Napolean, is 
liberal. There is a continual political tension in 
the family. Napoleon is defeated, the Larra 
family is exiled (1813), and Larra spends many 
early yean in a boarding school in Bordeaux, 
France, isolated from family. Lana's father be
comes the physician in Paris of Fernando VIl's 
brother, el in&nte don Francisco de Paula, and 
the way is paved for a the return home to Spain. 
Lana returns to Madrid, in 18 J 8, an Mafranccsa
do," attends several schools, worts on Spanish 
grammar text, other projcc1s. In 1821, the 
family moves north from Valladolid to Corella 
in onter to escape into France, if necessary. 
There are liberal uprisings in the anny. This is 
the oely time that young Lana resides for a time 
with his family. In 1823 Lana registers at the 
University of Valladolid; in that city he falls in 
love with bis father's lover, and must leave 
Valladolid, perhaps for Valencia. He eventually 
settles io Madrid ( cod of 1826 or beginning of 
1826) where he lives a precarious existence and 
attends school intermittently. In 1825 (at 16) 
Lana lands a small job in the royal bureaucracy. 
In 1827 be applies to the "Voluntarios Realis
tas," a para-miliwy unit loyal to the king. At 
19 he decides to live as a writer and frequents 
lilerary salons. From February to November of 
1121 he publishes El dllende satirico def dia (S 
issues; a small satirical newspaper or magaziDc 
published despite strong censorship, perhaps 
with the support of a powerful friend, Fernandez 
Varela). However, Lana writes attacks against 
the editor of a rival paper, Jose Maria Camere
ro, and engages in altercations which rc:suh in 
the prohibition or£/ d11ende ... " He marries 
Pepita Wetoret (Josefa Anacleta Wetoret y 
Velasco)Aug 13, 1829 and begins translating 
and writing plays. The first issue of El pobre
cilo hablador is published in August of 1832 
(I 5 issues from Aug 17 to February I, J 833 ). In 
1932 Lana develops an illicit love relationship 
with Delores Armijo, a married woman. 
Beginning in 1832 his articles appear in La 
Revis/a Espanola (November of 1932 to the 
Spring of J 935, under the pseudonym of 
Figaro). In 1833,at the death ofFemando VU, 
the conservative Carlists rise in anns (another 
brother of Fernando VII) . In J 934 be writes in 
El obsenador ( 14 articles) and in 193 5 the first 
volume of a three volume collection of bis 
articles is published. His mother dies of cholera 
in 1834. Delores Armijo is idolized in a play 
and in a novel of Lana. At the end ofJ834, his 
wife finds a letter from Dolores Armijo and 
sends it to Delores Annijo's husband. There is 
a scandal. Delores must leave Madrid for Avila 
and Larra and his wife separate; In the Apnl of 
1835 Lana takes a trip to Bajadoz (Is Delores 
there?), along with bis friend Campo Alaoge, 
and then travels, in low spirits, to Lisbon (twen
ty days in Portugal), to London (he departs from 
Lisbon on May 17 and stays in London until 
May 29). In London he feels impressed by the 
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Dickens: Youth, Early Career 

Dickens is born (February 7, 1812). His father is a 
clerk in the navy pay office. The family moves 
many times, primarily due to the father, who is 
continually over his head in debl In 1814 the 
family moves to London. Charles is sickly as a 
child; loves dramas, sings. Nurse, Mary Weller, 
tells frightening stories. Dicken 's father is proud 
of his son as a comic singer. Giles School. His 
father tells him to work hard and be will one day 
be a gentleman and own the house on Gad's Hill 
(Dickens' persistent dream). The family returns to 
London in 1822 to a worse financial situation. 
Dickens' mother tries to found a school, which 
fails. Dickens is forced to work in a shoe blacking 
factory where be ties paper lids onjan and glues 
labels on the lids (Dickens works 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
3 months). His father is imprisoned in Marshalsea 
because of debts, and the family lives in prison 
with him; Charles works and lives outside prison,. 
and is looely. His father is eventually declared 
legally insolvenl His sister, Fanny, wins piano 
awards; Charles is jealous, feels used, sees poor 
prospects. While his mother favors continued 
work, his father puts him back in school. In 1827 
(at 15) Dickens is an office boy for several law 
finns. Dickens falls in love with an older woman, 
above him io class, Maria Beadnell, a banker's 
daughter, and, after four years, is rejected and 
humiliated. He reads widely at the British Museum 
and contemplates acting. Dickens frequently 
attends both public and private theaters (be is very 
good at imitation and mimicry). While law
clerting, Dickens learns short hand (through 
Gumey's textbook, Brachygraphy or an &uy and 
Compendiofa System of Shorthand) and writes part 
time in Doctors Commons (various and sundry 
courts) as a reporter. He becomes a full-rime 
parliamentary reporter at the Morning Chronicle in 
1934. He had been present when debate began oo 
the Reform Bill of 1832. Voting seats were 
reassigned to larger population centers, much to 
the discontent of certain wealthy interests in the 
House ofLonls and to the established church. 
Subsequent sessions produced the first factory bill, 
ao act which abolished slavery, etc. The social 
problems at this rime are poverty, industrializa
tion, under capitali7.ation, and restrictive class 
structure (Kaplan, 82). Young Dickens is impa
tient and bored, however, with the iuting and 
raving of the politicians. In 1833 Dickens begins to 
write fictional sketches of London life and bas bis 
first story published anonymously by slipping it 
into a letter box at the Monthly Magazine. The 
editor likes it, invites more articles, but without 
pay. Eventually many other articles appear in 
various magazines under the pseudonym of"Boz." 
By 1835 Dickens is an experienced, established 
and highly respected parliamentary reporter, racing 
to be the first with the news. He is paid for 20 
Msketches" in the Evenmg Chronicle (appearing 
after January 31 through August, 1935 and for five 
sketches in the evening chronicle). Later he writes 
moJ"e in Be/1 '.s Life of Landon, pseudonym: Tibbs; 
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city, lonely, depressed and he probably does not 
leave the Spanish colony. He goes to Flanders, 
Belgium, and Paris (Paris, June 6), where he 
meel:I Scnl>e, Delavigne, and others, perhaps 
Hugo. After a brief illness, Larra returns to 
Spain on September 23, 1835. In his absence 
the remaining two volumes of his articles are 
published (in April and in August). In 1836 
Larra writes for£/ espaiiol and is well paid (two 
articles a week, 20,000 reales per year, a good 
salary for the times). The Cortes transfers land 
of the church to large landowners, aristocral:I 
and bourgeoisie instead ofto the peasant wor
kers. Lana supports giving more say to the 
people of Spain. He backs the more moderate 
wing of the liberal party (lsturiz) and is elected 
as representative of the province of Avila (Is 
Delores there or in Segovia?) to the Cortes. The 
elections are annulled (August 23, I 836) be
cause of a rebellion by the more radical liberal 
wing which forces the Regent to proclaim (on 
August 13) the Constitution of 1812 (lsturiz's 
moderate views are trumped and he falls from 
power, taking the disillusioned newly elected 
Lana with him). This is a grave disappointment 
for Larra. His articles indicate an intense and 
deepening emotional crisis. On January 16, 
1837, he writes of the death of his good friend, 
Campo Alange. There is some hope with 
Delores, but she comes, accompanied, to his 
house and rejects him definitively . As she is 
leaving on February 13, 1837, Larra fires a 
bullet into his temple. 
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these are a dozen articles, "Scenes and 
Characters," beginning September 17, 1835 
to January 17, 1836 ). From early May ( on 
May I Dickens covers elections in Exeter and 
races back to London to print a speech by 
Lord John Russell) to November of 1835, 
Dickens is in London., where he is courting 
the temperamental Catherine Hogarth (he 
takes rooms in Selwood Place to be near her). 
Her father, George Hogarth. music and 
drama critic for the Morning Chronicle, and 
friend to Sir Walter Scott, has been of great 
help to Dickens and he supports the court
ship. Dickens is engaged in the Spring of 
1935. He writes a play and a libretto for 
opera. In the fall of 1835 he is working hard 
on his collection Sketches by Boz, contrac
ted by Macrone, whom he meets at a dinner 
party hosted by Harrison Ainsworth, author 
of the popular melodramtic novel Rookwood. 
Dickens' two volumes of collected essays are 
published on the February 7, 1836, on his 
24"' birthday, along with cartoons by the 
famous George Cruikshank, and to good 
critical acclaim. The first number of Pick
wick Papers. a serial novel, is published 
March 31, 1836, a oovel which will bring 
him immediate national fame. The novel is a 
personal triumph for Dickens over his child
hood circumstances. With his finances 
secured from these last projects, at 24, 
Dickens marries Catherine Hogarth on April 
2, 1836, about a year after his engagement. 
In 1837 and 1838 Dickens publishes Pick
wick Papers and Oliver Twist as serial 
novels, and launches into a brilliant literary 
career. lo 1856 at age 44 he buys Gad's Hill 

· Place, his boyhood dream. The next year he 
falls in love with a young actress, Ellen 
Teman. He separates from is wife in 1858. 
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