














city, lonely, depressed and he probably does not
leave the Spanish colony. He goes to Flanders,
Belgium, and Paris (Paris, June 6), where he
meets Scribe, Delavigne, and others, perhaps
Hugo. After a brief illness, Larra returns to
Spain on September 23, 1835. In his absence
the remaining two volumes of his articles are
published (in April and in August). In 1836
Larra writes for El espariol and is well paid (two
articles a week, 20,000 reales per year, a good
salary for the times). The Cortes transfers land
of the church to large landowners, aristocrats
and bourgeoisie instead of to the peasant wor-
kers. Lara supports giving more say to the
people of Spain. He backs the more moderate
wing of the liberal party (Istariz) and is elected
as representative of the province of Avila (Is
Delores there or in Segovia?) to the Cortes. The
elections are annulled (August 23, 1836) be-
cause of a rebellion by the more radical liberal
wing which forces the Regent to proclaim (on
August 13) the Constitution of 1812 (Istiriz’s
moderate views are trumped and he falls from
power, taking the disillusioned newly elected
Larra with him). This is a grave disappointment
for Larra. His articles indicate an intense and
deepening emotional crisis. On January 16,
1837, he writes of the death of his good friend,
Campo Alange. There is some hope with
Delores, but she comes, accompanied, to his
house and rejects him definitively. As she is
leaving on February 13, 1837, Larra fires a
bullet into his temple.
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these are a dozen articles, “Scenes and
Characters,” beginning September 17, 1835
to January 17, 1836). From early May (on
May 1 Dickens covers elections in Exeter and
races back to London to print a speech by
Lord John Russell) to November of 1835,
Dickens is in London, where he is courting
the temperamental Catherine Hogarth (he
takes rooms in Selwood Place to be near her).
Her father, George Hogarth, music and
drama critic for the Morning Chronicle, and
friend to Sir Walter Scott, has been of great
help to Dickens and he supports the court-
ship. Dickens is engaged in the Spring of
1935. He writes a play and a libretto for
opera. In the fall of 1835 he is working hard
on his collection Sketches by Boz, contrac-
ted by Macrone, whom he meets at a dinner
party hosted by Harrison Ainsworth, author
of the popular melodramtic novel Rookwood.
Dickens’ two volumes of collected essays are
published on the February 7, 1836, on his
24" birthday, along with cartoons by the
famous George Cruikshank, and to good
critical acclaim. The first number of Pick-
wick Papers, a serial novel, is published
March 31, 1836, a novel which will bring
him immediate national fame. The novel is a
personal triumph for Dickens over his child-
hood circumstances. With his finances
secured from these last projects, at 24,
Dickens marries Catherine Hogarth on April
2, 1836, about a year after his engagement.
In 1837 and 1838 Dickens publishes Pick-
wick Papers and Oliver Twist as serial
novels, and launches into a brilliant literary
career. In 1856 at age 44 he buys Gad’s Hill
Piace, his boyhood dream. The next year he
falls in love with a young actress, Ellen
Teman. He separates from is wife in 1858.
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